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The monthly activities are always posted in the main hall
of Heritage Hall for both residents and their families.
December’s calendar not only involved Christmas activities,
complete with a visit from Santa, but also a Secret Santa
party where residents were showered with gifts from staff
and friends. Tom Grasso is shown with CNA Jennifer Presho
reviewing the month’s activities. Photo by Sue A. Miles.
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Justin Midkiff:
Youngest Clerk in

the Commonwealth
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Correction

John Griffin served in the Merchant
Marines in both the Mediterranean and

Pacific from 1943-1946.

John Griffin a member of the
Greatest Generation of World War II.

Photo by Sue A. Miles

World War II veteran
John Griffin’s name was
misspelled in last month’s
edition. We regret the
error. The Honorable Donald C. Blessing, of the 10th Judicial Court, is

shown with the newly sworn in Clerk of the Circuit Court Justin Midkiff.
Midkiff is a graduate of Buckingham County High School and the
University of Virginia and the son of Dale and Kathy Midkiff.  According
to the president of the clerks association, Midkiff, at the age of 26, is cur-
rently the youngest clerk in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Photo Provided by Justin Midkiff.
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ike the many small and large businesses
in our county and region, the
Buckingham Chamber of
Commerce has been
buzzing with ener-

gy and momentum — all in the
name of strengthening busi-
nesses.

The chamber of com-
merce looks very different
from when first formed as
the Buckingham Business
Boosters in the 1970s.
We’ve come a long way, but
our mission has not
changed, and that is to con-
nect, encourage and grow
business in Buckingham
County.

The chamber currently has more
than 150 members, and we’re continu-
ally growing. Chamber membership includes promo-
tion, discounts, networking, education, advocacy, and
learning.

The chamber has been working hard to not only
promote Buckingham and our members businesses
and what they have to offer, but to bring more people
to Buckingham and to allow those who live here oppor-
tunities to better enjoy their community.

This has come in many forms over the years. Most
recently, we began our “Chamber Business of the
Month,” where the chamber selects a member busi-
ness each month, promoting that business on social
media throughout the chamber and community.
Often times, the selected business will offer a discount
on services or goods when consumers mention “the chamber special.”

We host monthly meetings on the third Tuesday of each month at the VFW Hall
on Route 60 in Buckingham, where we gather, enjoy a meal, and talk business in an
informal manner. We have a speaker each month who talks about their business or
an event in the community.

There’s much more. We held our annual Christmas House Tour on Sunday, Dec.
16, which featured five homes in the county decked with Christmas trimmings,
bows and ribbons, along with the newly dedicated Adams Museum on Route 60
behind the Housewright House. It’s a great way to get into the holiday spirit and get
a look in many beautiful homes. 

Monthly, we bestow our Community Pride Award to a business in the county,
rewarding them for keeping their business tidy, neat and clean, while offering great
services to customers. Our most recent award winners are Buckingham Branch Rail
Road, Special Touch Florist & Gifts, and Nancy’s Gift Shop.

We facilitate the publication of the annual Guide Book, one that includes tele-
phone numbers, contact info for election and appointed officials, stories of local

interest, and discounted advertising for cham-
ber members.

We’ve also contributed financially to clubs
and organizations in the county that involve our
youth, including teams in the Buckingham
County Youth League.

We recognize the hard work of those in our
community through our annual awards ban-
quet, which will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 15.
We’re accepting nominations for Lifetime
Achievement Award, Volunteer of the Year,
Business of the Year, and Youth Achievement
Award.

Most recently, we agreed to take ownership
of the four “Welcome to Buckingham” signs located on Routes 60 and 15, which
feature logos representing Buckingham’s civic groups. We have already formed
great partnerships to continue to promote our hard-working volunteer organiza-
tions.

Here’s the best part — for only $35 a year, you can be a part of this thriving and
growing chamber in the rural Heart of Virginia, attending our monthly meetings and
networking with other business owners, serving on committees, receiving chamber
discounts, and supporting other businesses in the chamber — many of which lie
outside Buckingham County.

For more information on the chamber, becoming a member, or any of these pro-
grams and events, give us a call at 434-983-2372 or email us at info@buckingham-
chamberofcommerce.com. 

Jordan Miles is a member of the board of directors of the Buckingham
Chamber of Commerce, where he also serves as chairman of the community
pride award committee. His email address is thomas.jordan.miles@gmail.com. 

Chamber continues to grow and flourish
Contributed by Jordan Miles, a director on the chamber board
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Dillwyn Pharmacy
“Your Family Independent Pharmacy”

Prescriptions – Sundries

Pharmacist and Owner
Michael T. Towler

Dillwyn, VA 23936
Phone 983-2013

“Where Your Health Is Always More Important To Us Than Your Purchase!!”

BLUE RIDGE FOOD TRUCK

The truck will be at Crystal Cathedral
on the following days: 

Blue Ridge Food Truck will 
come January: Jan.11th and 25th
( 2nd and 4th Friday’s )

MOURNER’S VALLERY  - RT 20
1ST and 3rd  Saturday of 
every month  10:00-11:00am
For Food Emergencies, 
call Buckingham Social Services.

BUCKINGHAM FOOD PANTRY CALENDAR

Jordan Miles.

L The chamber currently
has more than 150

members, and we’re
continually growing.

Chamber membership
includes promotion, 

discounts, networking,
education, advocacy,

and learning.

mailto:info@buckingham-chamberofcommerce.com
mailto:info@buckingham-chamberofcommerce.com
mailto:info@buckingham-chamberofcommerce.com
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onsider how much fun it would be to have someone in your life in
charge of entertaining you with activities, games, music, decorations,
and fun things to do.  Many families might call that person “mother”.
The residents of the Heritage Hall, American Health Care facility in
Dillwyn call that person, Tom Grasso.  Grasso has been the Center’s

activity director for the past four years.  His role is vital in the health, happiness, and
well-being of anyone who resides there, whether it be for a short rehabilitation visit
or for a long-term stay.

Grasso, who is originally from Galveston, Texas, was brought to Buckingham by
his wife of 27 years, Tammy, who is a nurse at Heritage Hall.  “We attended the
same college in South Carolina,” he said.  Grasso started at Heritage in the house-
keeping department before taking on his current position.  

And, quite a position it is when you consider the impact he has on the residents.
“My most basic goal,” said Grasso, “is to give them a better quality of life.  To try to
make things better for them.”  He also sees his role as one to not only entertain the
residents but to also make them feel needed.

“They say every person has the need to feel needed and wanted,” said Grasso.
“I want to help the residents feel that they are not here just because they are out-
casts, because they are older, but that they are still living.  I want to make them feel
that they are part of a community and family.  I try to be like a nice ‘brother’ or
‘son’.  I’m here for them, this is their home.”

That spirit of giving and love is reflected in everything that Grasso does in his role
as activity director.  That would be best reflected in the holiday decorations that
were on display throughout Heritage Hall during the Christmas season.  “December
is a big month for activities,” said Grasso.  “We have an Angel Tree so that family,
staff, organizations, and visitors can adopt a resident for the holiday.”  The climax
of the season is a big Christmas party (this year on December 20th) with Christmas
music, singing, activities, food, and a special visit by Santa.  The event is known to
get quite lively.

However, Christmas is only one opportunity to shower the residents with love
Many of the Christmas supplies are shown in their containers, waiting to be part of

the celebration of the holiday season.

Cover Story

One of the favorite activities at Heritage Hall is bingo.  “They take it seriously,” said Grasso.  Shown with Grasso is Helen Campbell and Alfred Anderson.
All photos by Sue Miles.

Tom Grasso’s Vital
Role at Heritage Hall

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

C
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#2687 - 2015 Honda Accord LX

#2680A - 2013 Toyota Camry LE

#2713 - 2010 Toyota Corolla LE

#2661 - 2009 Nissan Altima 2.5S

#2632 - 2008 Ford Explorer EB

#2715 - 2017 Chevrolet Impala LT

$17,500

$19,950

$8,950

$8,950

$8,950

$13,500

Start your new year off in comfort in
this beautiful full size sedan!  

Get the details on this vehicle and
all of our inventory online 

@ mossmotor.com!

3rd row seat, leather and much
more!  Give the Boss a call 

@ 982-2073 !

Does your student need a 
"college car"?  

This would fill the bill!

Well-cared for local trade!  
Give us a call for all the details!

Come by for a test drive !  
You'd be happy in a Honda!

You’re always at Moss Motor!

434-983-2073
www.mossmotor.com

Like us 
on Facebook

Moss Motor
Company, Inc.

Buy From The Boss
Bill Lewis Moss....

Come by today to Rt. 15 South of Dillywn and Look Us Over
Our hours are Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6pm! 
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and attention.  Every month starts out
with a big birthday party for anyone
born in that time period.  If you should
visit during February the halls and din-
ing room will be full of red hearts and
other decorations, along with the crown-
ing of a Valentines’ King and Queen and

a candlelight dinner on Feb. 14.  March
sees the residents celebrating Mardi
Gras and St. Patrick’s Day.  April is
Volunteer Appreciation Month while
May brings in American flags as
Memorial Day is celebrated, along with

Wellness Plans * Dentistry * Surgery * Boarding   

6690 James Madison Hwy 

Fork Union, VA 23055 

 

434-842-8387  

www.forkunionvet.com 

Grasso is shown in his office surrounded by decorations and accruements that he
uses throughout the various seasons of the year for the residents of Heritage Hall.  His

goal is to provide activities and events that make each day fun and enriching.

See Director Page 6

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

• Comprehensive Orthodontic Services •Invisalign Teen & Adult

• Most Dental Insurance Accepted • Financing Option Available

• Complete Family Dentistry

Schedule Your 2019 Appointments TodaySchedule Your 2019 Appointments Today
Accepting New Patients

Ask about our 
Zoom Whitening & Sleep Apnia

 Services

34 Jefferson Ct. Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Dr.
Charlottesville, VA 22901
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

2019

http://www.mossmotor.com
http://www.forkunionvet.com
http://www.springcreekdentist.com
http://www.cvilleteeth.com


Director from page 5
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activities for National Skilled Nursing
Care Week.  Summer months bring in
July 4th activities, along with the annu-
al end-of-summer cookout.  

October’s Halloween is a big event
in Heritage Hall as trick-a-treaters are
invited in.  “We had over 300 children
come in last year,” said Grasso.  In
order to provide candy for the residents
to hand out, Grasso looks for donations
from staff, families, and others.
Thanksgiving is also a special time as
residents invite family and friends in
for a delicious turkey dinner.

All that activity would seem to satis-
fy the average person.  But, there’s
more.  Throughout the month Grasso
has a regular series of activities taking
place; movies (every Tuesday), ice
cream socials, soda floats, cook and
cocoa socials (in the winter months),
Happy Hour (with non-alcoholic
drinks), cheese and cracker socials, a
men’s poker club (which meets every
week), and bingo three times a week.
“They love bingo,” said Grasso.  “They
take it very seriously.”  

Along with these activities Grasso is
responsible for working with the many
community volunteers who come to
the facility.  “We have a devoted group
of people in the community to help us
out,” he said.  Along with therapy dog
visits, the students of the Central
Virginia Christian School visit once a
month to sing and the Country Cutups
(Nancy and Clayton Faxon) perform
monthly.  You will likely also see a
karaoke performance on the 2nd and
4th Friday with Grasso and volunteer,
Thelma Horne Bennett.  There are also
a number of community churches who

come in on a regular basis to visit, sing
or provide a Bible service for the resi-
dents.  “It’s a very busy place if you
consider all of the activities,” said
Grasso.  

When considering his role in the
lives of the residents, Grasso become
reflective.  “I’m here for them,” he said.
“This is their home and we are here as
their guests whether they officially
invited us or not.  It’s important to gain
their trust.  Some give it easily, others
you have to earn it.  Once you get it, it’s
a pretty strong bond.  My goal is to not
break that trust.”

Over the past four years Grasso says
that he’s had moments that he knew he
was making an impact.  “We have a res-
ident who has physical and mental
issues and you couldn’t get a lot of
words out of him.    Sometimes he sits
and doesn’t have a lot of reaction to the
activities. But if you put on the right
music, he will start dancing in his chair,
his face will light up, and he’ll sing.
When I first saw that, I said wow.”
Grasso said that he enjoys his work.
“The job, being that my focus is on the
residents, is a joyful thing.  To know like
I make a difference in their lives makes
me feel like I’m doing something right.”

As the season ends, we’d like to
salute Tom Grasso for his energy and
dedication as the activity director of
Heritage Hall.  How wonderful to have
such a person who makes each day,
and every week, month, and season
special and fun.  He’s obviously a wel-
come guest for the residents of Heritage
Hall, who benefit from his presence on
a daily basis.

Ribbon cutting held for C&K Sheds

C&K Sheds and Carports,
located at Sprouse’s Corner in
Dillwyn, along with the
Buckingham Chamber of
Commerce, held a ribbon cutting
ceremony on Friday, Dec. 7.
Along with Chamber leadership
and members, Anna McClung,
C&K owner and operator, was on
hand for the event. “The cham-
ber is proud to welcome this new
business to Buckingham,” said
Chamber President Eddie Slagle.
“We encourage our residents and
those who work here to shop
local and check out what C&K
has to offer.” Pictured are, from
left, Faye Shumaker, DuVal
Shumaker, Sandra Moss, Jewel
Harris, Eddie Slagle, Marie Slagle,
Jordan Miles, Anna McClung,
Watson Frazier, Adam Reams,
Chloe Cunningham, Santa Claus,
Mrs. Claus, Kendall Arthur, Mary
Ann McClung, and Mark
McClung.
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1706814

They matter  
to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car 
are more than just things. 
They’re where you make your 
memories and they deserve 
the right protection. It’s why 
I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

John Staton Jr, Agent
1026 Main St

Dillwyn, VA  23936
Bus: 434-983-2938   Toll Free:

877-889-8338

  

 
 

 
 
 

to me.
They matter  

 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

entg, Aon JrtatJohn S

877-889-8338
:eeroll F: 434-983-2938   TBus

A  23936, VynwDill
t1026 Main S

  

 
 

 
 
 

LET’ TAS TALK TODAYAY
I’m here.
the right protection. It’s why
memories and they deserve
They’re where you make you
are more than just things.
I get it Yo. Your home and car

to me.
  

 
 

 
 
 y

e
ur

  

 
 

 
 
 

Blo
State Farm Fire a

State Farm Mutual A

1706814

  

 
 

 
 
 

LET TAS TALK TODAYAY.

oomington, IL
e and Casualty Company
utomobile Insurance Company

  

 
 

 
 
 

The
Habitat
House

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Even a cold December Saturday after-
noon would not stop a Habitat ground-
breaking.  Doreen Jones (center) is shown
with a dedicated group from Farmville
Habitat for Humanity/ Buckingham Build
who, with Jones’ help, will complete the
Habitat’s fifth house to be built in
Buckingham. Along with Doreen are
Habitat volunteers (left to right) Bill Kemp,
Brooke Rogers (Jones’ Habitat volunteer
Advocate), Donna McRae-Jones, and con-
struction supervisor Ralph Dunnavant.
Habitat hopes to have the house complet-
ed by spring and welcomes volunteers to
join in the effort with jobs such as: clean
up, assisting with crew meals, providing
transportation for other volunteers, or
assisting with the actual building of the
home.  

For more information go to www.far-
mvillehabitat.org or  contact Habitat in
Farmville at 434-394-300.  In
Buckingham you can call Donna McRae-
Jones at 703-405-0093.        

http://www.far-mvillehabitat.org
http://www.far-mvillehabitat.org
http://www.far-mvillehabitat.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tavern on the James
280 Valley St, Scottsville
Mon. Dec 31:New Year’s Eve

Masquerade Ball, featuring The
Bennie Dodd Band; 8:30 p.m.–1:00
a.m.

County Christian Fellowship 
plans trip

Something exciting is going to hap-
pen in 2019. The Buckingham County
Christian Fellowship Association, a non-
profit organization, is sponsoring a 3
day 2 night trip to Lancaster
Pennsylvania on Tuesday, April 2nd
through Thursday, April 4th.

The trip includes a round trip motor
coach transportation, two nights lodg-
ing, two deluxe continental breakfasts,
two dinners, a 2-hour farmland tour,
time for shopping and the show
“Jesus”, at sight and sound Theater.

For pricing and pick up points con-
tact President Barry Miles at 804-492-
5806 or 434-315-4181 on or before
March 1st.

SINCE 2007

SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER

Your Deaf or hard of hearing child 
has the right to sign in school 

(IDEA*)
Interpreters are required by law and 

paid for by schools

In Education, Medical and 
Business Settings

Serving Fluvanna County and beyond to Charlotteville and Richmond
 Other interpreters, please reach out

FREE CONSULTATION  
Seán Sopht, ASL Interpreter, VQAS 
949.282.7495 | seansopht@gmail.com 

*Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

776 Main St., Dillwyn
434-983-3002 •  434-944-8391

The Spa of Buckingham

Check us out on the web:www.spaofbuckingham.com
• Open Tues. -Wed. 10am-6pm • Thurs-Fri. 10-5 pm

and Sat. 8am-1pm 
thespaofbuckingham@gmail.com

Thank  you  a l l  f o r  suppor t ing  
The  Spa  o f  Buck ingham 

2019

Dillwyn
Garden Club
Receives Gift

The Buckingham County
Arts Council received a spe-
cial gift from the
Buckingham Dillwyn
Garden Club when club
members gathered to deco-
rate the building for the
annual community open
house.  The Garden Club
members, recently celebrat-
ing their 85th anniversary,
participate in a variety of
activities to not only
enhance their gardening
skills and knowledge but
also to beautify the county.
Informative meetings on
butterfly gardens, bee keep-
ing, floral design, and
informative field trips are
just an example of what
they do. They also support
4-H scholarships and donate children's books to the
library as well as have a plant sale at Mayfest.  The club
meets on the 2nd Monday of the month at the Arts

Counsel.  After taking a short winter break the Club will
start meeting again in March.  Anyone wishing to join the
Garden Club (and, yes, there are men who are members)
can contact Glenda Harris at 983-7673.

Shown left to right are:  Jackie Fairbarns, Agnes Cramer, Pat Johnson, Peggy Reed, Glenda
Harris, Barbara Knabe, Sharon Byrum, and Suzanne Vandegrift.  Marie Flowers (left, front) is
with Rusty.  Kay Carter is amongst the greenery in front. Photo by Sue Miles

http://www.spaofbuckingham.com
mailto:thespaofbuckingham@gmail.com
mailto:seansopht@gmail.com
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Exciting Buckingham County Library Activities
ONGOING ACTIVITIES:
MONDAYS   5:00-7:00pm  Teen craft activity – (supplies available from
front desk)

TUESDAYS   10:30 am – Preschool STORY TIME
WEDNESDAY   11:00am  Computer classes 
FRIDAY   Noon – Family friendly Movies

2nd SATURDAY of each month – family activity and movie
January 12 – Snow Days – Create a snow painting, 
make snow slime 
and learn how snow is made. The move FROZEN
at 10:00am and 2:00pm.
February 9- Valentine fun and games. Make a card 
and a special gift !

The Buckingham Triad meets second Thursday of every month at 1:30pm at
the Buckingham VFW building off of Route 60.“Triad is based upon the partner-
ship between the Office of the Attorney General, police chiefs, sheriffs, older
Virginians, and senior service providers. Triad provides a forum to exchange infor-
mation and forge community solutions that combat crime through education and
prevention. “ In a nutshell, “reducing crime against the elderly”

Great New Year’s Gift for $6
Our 30th edition Calendars for

sale will be available at Dillwyn
Pharmacy, Nancy's Gifts, Historic
Village, Housewright and Adams
Museums, Roger Hill Ins., and The
Spa of Buckingham. They are only
$6 and make great New Year’s gifts.  

Buckingham Buckingham 
BeaconBeacon

Thanks all our Advertisers for their support in 2018Thanks all our Advertisers for their support in 2018
We wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year in 2019We wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New Year in 2019

Advertising:  judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com • Next Deadline: January 23, 2019Advertising:  judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com • Next Deadline: January 23, 2019

A-Plus Tax Service
Akarion Realty-Mike Spessard
ASSE International Student Exchange Program
Bruiser Wrestling Federation
Buckingham Correctional Center
Buckingham County Primary School
Buckingham County Public Schools
Camryn Fitness
Capitol Sheds
Centra Senior Care
Centra Southside Community Hospital
Central Virginia Exterminating
Central Virginia Health System
Cheryl Martin CPA
Consulate Health Care
David Wise Insurance
Dillwyn Pharmacy
Dolley Madison Garden Club

Drs. Weiss Optometry
Envoy at the Village
Farmers Bank of Appomattox 
Farmers Cooperative Association, Inc
Fluvanna County Chamber of Commerce
Fork Union Animal Clinic
Fork Union Military Academy
Fuqua School
Gilliam Motors
Girl Scout Troop 1484
Great Clips
Herbert E. Maxey Jr, Attorney at Law
Historic Buckingham Inc. 
James River Reeling & Rafting/BBQ On the Bend
Lake Monticello Owners Association
Lanyon Auctions
Light Academy

Long & Foster Real Estate- Diane MIller
Mary Katherine King
Meeks Realty
Miller Law Group
Moss Motors
Orianna Health Systems
RE/Max Regency- Lisa Campbell
Satchidananda Ashram- Yogaville
Sawtelle School of Performing Arts
Scottsville Farmers Market
Sean Sopht Sign Language
Spa of Buckingham
Spring Creek Family Dentistry
State Farm- John Staton
Tavern on the James
Tri County Realty- Shawn Bolden
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

 

 

 

 Party Favors 
Balloon Drop 

Complimentary  
Champagne Toast 

ONLY $10 Per Person 

The Bennie Dodd Band 

www.TavernOnTheJames.com 

Masquerade Ball 

$50 Gi� Card Prize for:  
Best Dressed Male 

Best Dressed Female 
Best Dressed Couple  

and Overall Best Mask 

http://www.TavernOnTheJames.com
mailto:udi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
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ikely a first for Buckingham county, Felicia Spradley Myles of Dillwyn
was recently on Wheel of Fortune.  The Beacon asked Felicia to share
her experience in her own words.  You’ll feel her excitement as she
takes you through the process she went through to be on the show.

“I have been watching Wheel of Fortune for 35 years, since I was
nine. I am a HUGE fan! I usually solve the puzzle with just a few letters up there.  My
family has always said maybe one day I could get on the show.

I have been a Wheel Watcher's Club Member since 2004 and was one of the first
1,352 members to join. They have millions of Club Members now. I was distraught
back in 2004 when I was watching an old show and saw my Spin ID on that screen
and I missed out on a trip.  Ever since that day I didn't miss another.  If I am not
home I DVR it and watch it later.

Wheel sends me emails all the time about being a contestant and sending in a
video and filling out an application. Earlier this year I decided to send in a video and
application. The video had to be under one minute.  You tell why you should be on
Wheel of Fortune and something interesting about yourself. I sent in a 30-45 sec-
ond video explaining how I used to watch Wheel when I was little. Back then when
you won you had to shop out your prize money. They had price tags on different
items and the contestants would pick the items out they wanted to buy. I used to
put price tags on my grandmother's furniture and when I solved, I would pick out
the furniture I wanted to buy in her living room. I also told them how I solved real-
ly quickly and I was a diehard Dallas Cowboys fan. I let them know I had a hidden
talent...that I can beat box really good! 

I truly had forgotten about sending in the video! Then around the second of
August I received an email asking me to come audition in Washington DC. I was ini-
tially shocked, then excited, then nervous! When I arrived in DC there were about
40 others who had been invited. Once inside we were told there would be three
rounds. We would be solving puzzles, taking a timed written quiz, and then IF you
were chosen from the first two rounds you would stay to solve more puzzles. They
told us they were looking for people who were energetic, enunciated words, were
quick thinkers and knew how to block out distractions and concentrate.  They would
spin a little wheel and we played until we solved or lost. I was SO happy I solved a
puzzle and received a Wheel of Fortune bag as my prize. We had a little break and
came back for the timed test. They only kept 12 people...I was in the 12! We had
several rounds of puzzle solving. We were told that in exactly 14 days we would
receive a letter letting us know if we were chosen as a contestant. That if you
received a letter you would typically tape within 18 months. They were very
adamant that it took exactly 14 days to receive a letter. I told my husband this is
going to be the longest 14 days of my life.  

Four days later I received an email from the Wheel of Fortune contestant depart-
ment asking me to come out to Los Angeles, California in three weeks to tape The
Thanksgiving Theme Week shows! NO WAY..I thought! They said they really wanted
me! They told me if I couldn't make that tape date they would notify me later of
another date. I was so scared that I wouldn't get another date so I emailed them and
accepted the tape date! They explained that they were not responsible for any fees
associated with contestants coming to tape. You were responsible for your own air-
fare, hotel, meals, transportation from the studio after taping, and any other fees.
That's why they tell you the tape date might not work because you have a two-week
window and everyone isn't financially able to go in that time span. I wasn't pre-
pared either, but it was a once in a lifetime experience! I had to make it happen!

My husband, McKinley, went with me. They wanted us in LA the day before the
tape date because you had to be in the studio at 7:45 AM. We arrived on September
13, 2018.

The next morning at 7:35 a black Mercedes van picked me up outside my hotel.
When we arrived, we were greeted by the Contestant Department Staff and we
cleared security.  There were 16 of us; 15 for the five shows and one extra in case
of emergencies. We were taken into a no cell phone zone room and in that room all
of our Wheel of Fortune dreams started coming true.  They had breakfast and
snacks in the room for us and a refrigerator full of drinks. We had a schedule for the
day and the very first thing on the schedule was the legal formalities.  The contest-
ants are given an attorney and you have to sign about 25 pages of legal documents
and non-disclosure agreements. People say how could you not tell anyone and keep
it a secret! I said I signed all those legal documents, that was enough to silence any-
one! We were told we were not to give any details about anything that happened
that day, not even a tape date until they released the photo two weeks before the air
date! 

While in with our attorney, we had a guest.....VANNA WHITE!!! She came in and
talked to us, to make us feel welcome.  She came in before she did her hair and
makeup.  So we got to see the REAL Vanna! After she left, and we finished with our
attorney it was time for hair, makeup, and practicing for our local TV promos. We
then practiced our promos for our local stations.  I did a promo for WRIC TV 8
Richmond. 

The next thing was the studio tour, spinning the wheel, and height adjustments.
We then were split into five teams. I was team leader.  We had to draw numbers to
decide which date we would tape for and then draw to see in which order we go.  I
reached in and pulled out five which meant my team was taping for the Friday,
November 23 show.  We then had to do practice rounds. We had to spin, do toss-
ups, try to solve. My group was really good, it was hard trying to win with those two! 

The actual taping started at noon. Our families were in a section to themselves
in the studio audience.  After the contestants taped their shows they are allowed to

stay for the rest of the tapings.
We met Pat Sajak before the tapings started.  After each round when the TV audi-

ence sees commercials, the contestants come down, have makeup redone, are told
how we are doing, are reminded about the upcoming rounds and about what is
expected from them. It takes about 22 minutes to tape a show. Pat and Vanna go
change clothes in between each taping, Vanna comes back out and engages with
the audience. She answers questions and will even take pictures with people for
their birthday. After you finish taping, you go upstairs to get your tax information
straight.  They tell you before you even accept the invite that you will not receive
prizes until 120 days after the show airs.  You then collect your belongings and are
escorted out of the studio.  I was amazed at how nice everyone at that studio was.
Not just to us but to each other! They were so welcoming and excited for us. I was
really shocked by how small the wheel is!  TV makes it look huge, it’s not!! My best
memory of being on the show is just the simple fact that out of tens of thousands
of people who tryout each year only 600 are chosen each year and I was one in that
600!!!

On November 9th I received the photo from Wheel of Fortune and was given per-
mission to tell everyone!! I was disappointed because my show did not air on TV 8
because of the Virginia versus Tech game! Some people saw me on Channel 29 but
most saw the You Tube video I sent out. Channel 8 and Wheel of Fortune are trying
to see when they can air it so my family and friends can watch me on ABC! Stay
tuned…

If you didn’t get a chance to see Felicia on November 23 you can go to
YouTube and see the show.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb0qTpsEUWk or
search their website with Felicia Myles Wheel of Fortune.

• • •

Felicia Myles - Wheel of Fortune
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

L

After years of being one of the Wheel’s biggest fans, Felicia Myles was invited to be
a contestant on the program.  Although she did not win the big bucks, she came back

riding on cloud nine for having had the experience. Photo Credit: Carol Kaelson

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb0qTpsEUWk
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In 1938, Elizabeth McCraw surveyed the “Mt. Rush Homestead” for the Virginia
Historical Inventory. Located 3.6 miles west of Buckingham Court House, she dated
the house’s construction to 1804, tracing the ownership back to John Morris and
noting that the estate was contested in court for many years in a suit called “Vawter
vs Morris.” She described the impressive and well-maintained house and grounds
as follows:

The approach to this “large white house” is very pleasing. A driveway from Route
#60 leads across the yard and makes a semi-circle in front of the house. The yard is
rolling and contains shade trees and much shrubbery. A double porch with four columns
and railing is noticeable even from the highway. Through plain double doors, one enters
a large reception hall. From this hall a two flight stairway leads to the second floor.
There are three large rooms back of this hall, and one large room on each side of the
said hall. The mantles in the house are very high, narrow and plain, except for the “Wall
of Troy” design just below the shelf part. Around the fireplace the mantle is curved or
has the half moon effect, not square as is often found.

Wainscoting made of two very wide planks are put together so well as to give the
appearance of one solid board, is down stairs, while the chair rail is in the rooms on the
second floor. The door frames are made in one piece, but beveled down to three thick-
nesses. The rooms on the first floor are high-pitched while those upstairs are rather low.
Some of the original plastering is still on the walls, but to a great extent the walls have
been replastered. There are ten rooms in the house.

When Elizabeth McCraw surveyed Mt. Rush for the Virginia Historical Inventory,
she included a lengthy statement under “Historical Significance,” writing:

This house, “Mt. Rush”, was built in 1804 and was remodeled in 1904. The architec-
tural lines of the front of the house were changed somewhat, when the wings were
raised a half story, thus making the entire house two stories. The double front porch is
the original and a great deal of the original beaded weatherboarding was saved and is
in perfect condition. The original stairways, one in each wing, (the wings were not com-
municative) were taken down and made into one stairway in the front hall.

The original owner and builder, a Mr. John Morris, name the place “Mt. Rush,” Rush
for a very close friend by that name, and Mt. because of the elevation or hill on which
the house was built.

After the death or removal of the Morris family, “Mt. Rush” was a bone of contention
for years, in a suit, “Vawter vs Morris.” In 1899, A. S. Hall was appointed Special
Commissioner to settle up the estate and in 1902 the place was sold at public auction
to R. S. Ellis, the highest bidder, for sixteen hundred and seventy dollars. The land was
sold in gross and not by the acre, though the track was supposed to contain about 500
acres.

R. S. Ellis restored the house where it could be restored and remodeled for conven-
ience at the same time. The house is now beautifully kept and is an outstanding home
in Buckingham.

Due to the burning of Buckingham County’s courthouse records, in 1938,
Elizabeth McCraw had to reconstruct the story of Mt. Rush without benefit of a com-
plete deed history. Today, it is believed that Dr. James Walker built the house, which
was bequeathed to his half-brother, Richard “Dick” Holland, Jr., before it was pur-
chased by John Morris.

History is always a work in progress and, though there were errors (and perhaps
hearsay) in Mrs. McCraw’s survey, it was a valuable step on the way to preserving
what was known in the 1930s about Mt. Rush.

Buckingham Notables: Dr. James Walker
Dr. James Walker, of Mt. Rush, was a forward-thinking doctor, inoculating citizens

of Buckingham County against smallpox as early as 1801. According to John Jones,
“Walker’s medical practice was apparently centered near Walker’s Church, which is
now in Appomattox Co.” Another Slate River Ramblings reader, Steve Craig wrote
to me extensively about the doctor, explaining that Dr. James Walker never married
and died about 1814 (the last year that he paid tax on his 400-acre tract in
Buckingham County, located four miles west of the courthouse). Through 1830, Mt.
Rush was described in the tax records as “Dr. Walker’s former residence.”

Walker was the son of Maj. Henry Walker and Martha Jones, who subsequently
married Capt. Dick Holland, and gave birth to Walker’s half-brother, Richard “Dick”
Holland, Jr. Steve Craig went on to note that the land was willed to Richard “Dick”
Holland, Jr., who died in 1819. John Morris, who married Richard Holands’s sister,
Nancy, then purchased the tract. In 1846, the farm was described as Mt. Rush. The
house, now owned by the Ellis family, is believed to have been built in 1804 and,
apparently, was originally Dr. Walker’s home.

John and Nancy (Holland) Morris are Steven Craig’s 4x great-grandparents and
the subject of his book, Along the Willis River: Descendants of Nathaniel & Nancy
(Jeffries) Morris, which is for sale by Historic Buckingham.

Joanne Yeck has been fascinated with
Buckingham County for over twenty years. Since
late 2012, she has shared her collection of
Buckingham facts and photos on her blog, “Slate
River Ramblings” (slateriverramblings.com). Her
newest history, Peter Field Jefferson: Dark Prince of
Scottsville & Lost Jeffersons, is now available local-
ly and online (braughlerbooks.com).On The Move

With Joanne Yeck

Slate River Ramblings

Crossword Answers page 15

Buckingham Houses: Mt. Rush
Mt. Rush. Sketch by Margaret Pennington. Courtesy Historic Buckingham.



ven with the threat of snow on the weekend, Saturday, Dec. 8th, was just about a perfect day. The warm sun shone on beautiful arts and crafts displays like
leather work, hats and scarves , monogrammed items, wreaths, handmade candy, signs, and more displayed outside on the village lanes. Inside all 3 building
were tables of jewelry, Amish baked goods, ornaments, wood turnings, and more. Attendees were invited to enjoy the beautiful period decorations of fresh green-
ery and fruit while listening to live Christmas carols, and eating homemade chili and BBQ. 

12 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON  • December 28, 2018–January 31, 2019

E

Village Christmas Market a Big Success!
Sarah Haines displays her crocheted hats and shawls. All photos by Martha Louis Brenda Spencer displays her photography. 

By Martha Louis
Correspondent

December Snowfall
A record snowfall of one foot or more has fallen in Buckingham so far this December. Photo by Martha Louis
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Beautiful work by Master Gardener Bunny Snoddy and her assistant 
Grace Barlow over the Slate office door. 

Desiree Butwin and Rachel Allen display their soaps, lotions, 
and monogramed wares. 

Holiday Family
Fun Night

Over 240 students and their families came to the sixth
annual Holiday Family Fun Night at Buckingham 

Pre-School. Along with a visit from Santa, participants
were served refreshments and made ornaments, and

also a jingle bell necklace.

By Sue Miles
Correspondent

Shown with Santa is five year old Emoni Holman (left), who asked for a
bouncie ball, a Jojo Siwa doll and a make-up kit, and four year old Alyssa

Madden, who asked for a Barbie gym house and BB dolls. Photo by Sue Miles



To Advertise call: 434-207-0223 Email: judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

EVENT

BINGO: at Lake Monticello Fire &
Rescue, 10 Slice Road, Palmyra (off of
Rte 600, turn at traffic light). Every
Thursday! Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Early Bird 6:45 p.m. $1000 Jackpot
(with 80 or more players). Progressive
Games! Food menu available.
Questions? Call (434) 591-1018. 

FOR SALE
DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 9-Ton

Crush Rune @ $150., 9-Ton #57 @
$270., 14-Ton #57 @ $ 355., 14-Ton
Crush @ $ 200. GRANITE also avail-
able. Pricing includes delivery and
*Tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 
CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings! Call
(434) 295-1750. 

BOOKS make great gifts. Give Linda
Salisbury's ‘Bailey Fish Adventure’
series for kids, and humor for grown-
ups. Can be found at many local gift

outlets, online (plus Kindle and Nook),
or from tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540-
895-9093), or www.lindasalisburyau-
thor.com.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE/F INANCIAL
ASSISTANT: Antioch Baptist Church,
Fluvanna County is a growing church
on a mission to reach our community
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
position is 30 hours per week, 5-day
week. The ideal candidate must be a
Christian, have experience in account-
ing and general office duties, multitask-
ing and confidentiality. Pa starts at $14
hourly. Please email resume and cover
letter to: AntiochHR@yahoo.com

OPHTHALMIC TECH F/T: Energetic
team player for busy Optometric Office.
Strong computer experience needed.
EHR and/or eyecare, medical office
experience a significant plus.
Preference given to qualified appli-
cants who live in Fluvanna or near
Lake Monticello. EOE. Fax resume:
(434) 591-0111 or email:

reception@weisseyes.com, or call
(434) 591-0262. 

OPTOMETRIC OFFICE OPTICAL
SALES/OPTICIAN F/T or P/T:
Energetic team player for busy
Optometric Office. Strong computer
experience needed. EHR and eyecare
and Optical experience needed.
Preference given to qualified appli-
cants who live in Fluvanna or near
Lake Monticello. EOE. Fax resume
(434) 591-0111, email:
reception@weisseyes.com, or call
(434) 591-0262. 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES:  For
current Housing Rentals:  Call
Genevieve (434) 589-7653  or email:
monticellopropertiesmgt@gmail.com.
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

SERVICES: 
FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake

FOR SALE

RENTALS

EVENTS

SERVICES
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HELP WANTED

Where can I pick up my
Buckingham Beacon?

The Courhouse Cafe (Arts Center)
The Spa 794 Main St.
Farmers Bank
Luckys Texaco
Depot Diner
BB&T Bank 
Pino’s Restaurant
Vance RE/Hair Corral
New Images Hair Design
Teresa’s Place
Wise Ridge Country Store
Sheppards Exxon
Bates Market
Buckihgam Co. High School
EXXON
Buckingham Co. Admin. Bldg.
Herbert Maxey’s Office
Nancy’s Gifts
Ducks Corner
Route 20 Market
Midway Market 
Glenmore Store
Howardsville Store
Faulknier’s Country Store
Spanglers
P&S Market
Review Office
New Canton Post Office
Byrants Grocery

Jeffery Oil/The Shed, Rt. 15
Ella’s Salon
Jax Mini Mart (inside rack)
Jax Mini Mart (outside box)
Jax Restaurant 
Arvonia Post Office
Arvonia Chiropractic
Cental Va Health
Ellington Gas
Bank of America, Dillwyn
Jenkins Exxon
Buckingham Library
Dillwyn Pharmacy
Real Estate III (inside)
Real Estate III  (outside)
Cheryl’s Barber Shop/Beauty Salon
Robert Snoddy Attorney Office
State Farm Office
Acie Allen Attorney office
Dillwyn Laundry
Farmers Foods (inside rack )
Farmers Foods 
(outside box)
Heritage Hall
Martha Jefferson Clinic
Fast Mart Valero
Fast Mart Auto
Food Lion 
China Restaurant

NEXT ADVERTISING
DEADLINE

January 23

For display advertising: 
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

For classified line advertising: edee@fluvannareview.com

For Events & Announcements: valleyeditor1@gmail.com

mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:tabbyhouse@gmail.com
http://www.lindasalisburyau-thor.com
http://www.lindasalisburyau-thor.com
http://www.lindasalisburyau-thor.com
mailto:AntiochHR@yahoo.com
mailto:reception@weisseyes.com
mailto:reception@weisseyes.com
mailto:monticellopropertiesmgt@gmail.com
mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:edee@fluvannareview.com
mailto:valleyeditor1@gmail.com


Monticello Rd., (Rte 618, Burns Plaza)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular
month-to-month rentals (24/7 availabil-
ity), also locks, moving supplies, U-
Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Call (434) 589-2222, email: manag-
er@storeFSS.com , or visit:
storeFSS.com, today! 

PAINTING, INTERIOR AND EXTERI-
OR: Also tin roofs, fences, decks
stained, gutter cleaning and power
washing. 40 years experience. Call
(434) 962-6484 or (434) 296-3146. 

SPECIAL NOTICES
ATTENTION VETERANS & DEPEND-
ENTS: Do you know your Veterans
Benefits? We do! Virginia Department
of Veterans Services,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov. or (434)
295-2782. Need Help? Call 1(800)
827-1000, M-F from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. for
Veterans Affairs Benefits and Services. 

LAND TESTING: Have your land ready
to sell. I will do perk test, well permits,
feasibility studies, and will provide all
legal documented paper work for you.
Call 434-249-0298.

WANTED

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
(434) 466-7968

Classifieds from page 14

Service Directory of
Businesses

17021 Oak St., Dillwyn, VA 23936

Personal Attention 
& Professional Service

P: 434-983-1911

CHERYL M. MARTIN
Certified Public Accountant

cmmcpacm@gmail.com

• Automobile • Truck •Wrongful Death 
• Medical Malpractice •Motorcycle • Nursing Home

No Attorney Fee Unless Recovery

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

Attorney at Law

TOLL FREE 1-800-248-1950

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com
P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA 42 years experience

Herbert E. Maxey Jr.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY PRICES
3 month package–  ( 1/16 page

$25/month–larger  sizes\ also available)
Call Judi Price 434-207-0223

or email:
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

SPECIAL NOTICES

WANTED

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle
from page 11

Over 50 children came to ride the train The Polar Express (aka
Buckingham Branch Railroad)  and listen to The Polar Express read by
Joyce Barton, 2nd grade teacher . After the train ride, the children crossed
the street to the library and were treated to hot chocolate and cookies and
were able to produce some wonderful Christmas crafts. There is no charge
for this memorable event but there is a limit to the number of tickets. The
event is sponsored by Central Virginia Regional Library.

The library staff with Santa - L to R  Seated Stephanie Hatfield, Amy White,
Santa Claus, Rick Ewing. Standing L to R: Megan Almond, Morgan Hayes, Grace

Barlow, Brenda Hackett. All photos by Martha Louis

Children enjoy the train ride on the Polar Express of the Buckingam Branch
Railroad. 

Polar Express 
Big Success

By Martha Louis
Correspondent

mailto:manag-er@storeFSS.com
mailto:manag-er@storeFSS.com
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov
mailto:cmmcpacm@gmail.com
mailto:herbert@hemaxey.com
http://www.herbertmaxey.com
mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
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Centra Southside Pediatrics
now open!

CentraSouthside.com  |  935 S. Main Street  |  Farmville

Centra Southside Pediatrics is a medical 
center for children under the age of 18. The 
center provides primary care to pediatric 
patients, as well as immunizations, allergy 
shots, school and sports physicals, and 
pediatric endocrinology.

Accepting new patients for:
Well child visits
Sports physicals
Immunizations
Sick visits

Open Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm

To schedule 
an appointment, call

434.315.5377
Fax: 434.315.2747

Walk-ins Welcome!

New ad Camera Ready
Th eme: Southside Pediatrics Now Open

Nov 2–Nov 29, 2018 Buckingham Beacon
Proof #1
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