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Pink must have been the determined color for the young 5th
grade men who attended the event. JeQuille Turner-Davis, Samier
Gladden, and Sterling Smith (all in front) are escorted by their par-
ents and/or adult escorts: Quanae Turner, Omie Gladden and
Destanie Smith. Photo by Sue A. Miles

The Accomplishments of the Class of 2019
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent
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GLEN OAKS SUBDIVISION
(Spreading Oak Road)

• Lot 1, 3 Acres, $22,500, #559262
• Lot 2, 3 Acres, $23,500, #559263
• Lot #8, 3.88 Acres, $27,500, #559268
• Lot #9, 3.31 Acres, $26,900, #559269
Connie Fairchild of Real Estate III
434-466-8660 or 434-817-9600

Email: connief@cstone.net

LOTS FOR SALE:

Honor Grads
Seniors who maintained an overall G.P.A. of 3.5 or better throughout their four years in high school were

recognized as Honors Grads during the ceremony.  That is quite an achievement as many were taking dual
enrollment and/or honor classes while playing sports, participating in club activities or working part-time.
Congratulations to the following Honor Grads for their strong academic success:  Rear:  Charmaine Battle,
Thomas Joseph Steger IV, Jaquan Monroe, Jeffrey Stanley, Trevor Agee.  Middle:  Tamiyah Gough, Alyssa
Gormus, Leah Moxley, Brayden Trimble, Sophia Rumsey, Jaycee Call, Caitlyn Amos, Joshua Meek, Emily
Edwards, Hunter Dispanet, Kaleigh Jones, Dee Rose, Sarah Brown, Brianna Chapman, Samantha Poole.
Front (sitting):  Abigail Snoddy, Mollie Smith, Emma Love, Bailey Perkins, Mya Chambers, Wyatt Yoder,
Diante Lee, Alexandria Ragland, Kaitlyn Martin, and Aniyah Butler.  Not pictured:  Overton Temple and
Te’Keisha Chambers.

es, graduation is over
and now the
Buckingham High
School graduates are
off into what is com-
monly known as the

“adult world.”  Although the Beacon
highlighted a few graduation moments
in our last edition, our press deadline
did not allow us to feature the accom-
plishments of some special groups in
the class. We would be remiss not to
note these very well-deserved achieve-
ments of Buckingham County High
School’s Class of 2019.

Y



Certificates:
There’s nothing like being ready for the job market right out of high school.

Each of these students received a Certificate of Completion at Southside Virginia
Community College, along with their high school diploma.  Back row are stu-
dents who earned a Certificate in Cosmetology and Barbering:  Amya Agee,
Mollie Smith, Jaden Bishop, Lauren Smith, Abigail Snoddy, Jevonte Johnson,
Ketara Cain.  Not pictured are Nicole Martinez and Rachel Reeves.  Front row are
students who earned a Certificate in Nurse Aide Career Studies:  Jessica Oliver,
Sakia White, Savannah Collier, Alyssa Gentry, Rha’Neisha Holman, and Nykeara
Woodson.  Ketara Cain, who is in the middle, earned certificates in both.  Not
pictured for Nursing is Jaycee Call.

ECMC Scholarships:
In our last edition, the Beacon recognized the many students who were

awarded scholarships for college.  We would be remiss if we did not note
that these seniors were each the recipient of a $6,000 scholarship from the
ECMC Foundation.  ECMC (Educational Credit Management Corporation)
has been supporting Buckingham students for over 15 years.
Congratulations to the 2019 ECMC Scholars.  Ra’Neisha Holman, Jada
Mallory, Luis Mendez, Quantarius Stanton.  Front:  Emma Love, Mya
Chambers, Wyatt Yoder, Bailey Perkins, Aniyah Butler, and Shaeleah
Whorley.  Not pictured:  Sidney Mullins.
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They matter  
to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car 
are more than just things. 
They’re where you make your 
memories and they deserve 
the right protection. It’s why 
I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

John Staton Jr, Agent
1026 Main St

Dillwyn, VA  23936
Bus: 434-983-2938   Toll Free:

877-889-8338
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Associates Degree:
If you haven’t been in high school

for a while, you’ll soon see that
much has changed.  Buckingham
High School offers many dual enroll-
ment (DE) classes in cooperation
with Southside Virginia Community
College.  These students took the
required DE classes to qualify for an
Associate Degree as well as an
Advanced Studies Diploma from the
high school. That’s two graduations
in one month!  Congratulations to
these industrious scholars.  Rear:
Leah Moxley, Caitlyn Amos, Thomas
Joseph Steger IV, Jeffrey Stanley,
Brianna Chapman, Kaleigh Jones.
Front:  Sophia Rumsey, Brayden
Trimble, Emma Love, Mya
Chambers, Wyatt Yoder, Diante Lee,
Alexandria Ragland, Kaitlyn Martin,
and Dee Rose.  Not pictured:
Te’Keisha Chambers, Sidney
Mullins, and Overton Temple.
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he idea of sailing away may be appealing to
many water affectionaires.  That concept is
also appealing to former Buckingham
Elementary fifth graders as they leave the

world of elementary school and get ready for his
coming fall, when they will officially become middle
schoolers.

In celebration of that rite of passage, the staff and
administration of the elementary school hosted the
students and their adult guests (either a parent, rel-
ative, or a significant adult in their lives) to a 5th
Grade Formal, with the theme “Sailing Away.”  

All photos by Sue A. Miles

It was an exciting event as students arrived in
their formal attire to share a delicious spaghetti din-
ner, dance to lively music, pose in the photo booth,
and simply enjoy their last hurrah before the sum-
mer break.  

“This is our third year having the event,” said
staff member, Staci Pierce, “and it’s getting bigger
every year.”  As the students and adults arrived,
they presented their “boarding pass” ticket, allow-
ing them access to the celebration.  Greeting each
other with hugs and compliments on their outfits, it
appeared that the young children were turning in to
pre-teens right in front of your face.  Along with
sharing a meal, prepared by the school’s cafeteria
manager, Carrie Holman, the students spent the
evening in celebration of their rite of passage.
Congratulations to all of the rising sixth graders
(aka: former elementary students) who will soon
be entering a new world of education this fall.

Sailing Away to Middle School
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Along with the dancing and a photo booth, the Sailing Away students and their escorts were fed a delicious spaghetti
meal.  Vernetta Bolden (rear, left) escorted Jayshawn Bolden.  Tyree Bolden (front, right) was escorted by Albert Bolden.

T

We’re Happy to Welcome
Dr. Morgan Menasco

to our team!

6690 James Madison Hwy.
Fork Union, VA 23055

434.842.8387
www.forkunionvet.com

Wellness Plans f  Dentistry
Surgery f Boarding

Looking like they are ready for the Red Carpet, these three young ladies, along with their
mothers, are dressed to the nines for the formal school dance.  Shown left to right (rear) are Cassie
Martin and Misty Palmore. Front is Harmony Martin, Makenzie Milbrath, and Abigail Palmore.

  Check us out on the web: www.spaofbuckingham.comCheck us out on the web: www.spaofbuckingham.com
  ••  Open Tuesday-Saturday by appointmentOpen Tuesday-Saturday by appointment  ••

  thespaofbuckingham@gmail.comthespaofbuckingham@gmail.com

 776 Main St., Dillwyn  
 434-983-3002 • 434-944-8391

 Relax...Rejuvenate...Renew... Relax...Rejuvenate...Renew...

Say hello to Summer Say hello to Summer 
with a visit to THE SPAwith a visit to THE SPA

 • back pain 
• neck strain 

• sports injuries 

• sciatica 
• plantar fasciitis 

• fi bromyalgia 

 Pain relief management is just a call away...
Make an appointment so your 

Summer fun will be without pain!



Like us
on Facebook

Buy From The Boss
Bill Lewis Moss....

You’re always at Moss Motor
Come by today to Rt. 15. South of Dillwyn and Look Us Over

434-983-2073434-983-2073
www.mossmotor.comwww.mossmotor.com

#2738A - 2011 Kia Sorento

#2721 - 2016 GMC Terrain SLE 

#2752 - 2016 Honda Accord LX

#2711 - 2015 Chrysler Town & Country Touring

 #2533 - 2013 Toyota Camry SE

 $17,950

 $16,950

 $14,950

 $8,950

 $7,950

12,950

 This AWD could be just the 
one for your family!  Come in 

for a test drive today!  

Looking for a like-new, low-
mileage car at a less than new 
car price?  You’d be happy in 

a Honda!

Has your family reached the 
“Van-stage”?  This great van has

 DVD, Leather & much more!

Just arrived in our Value 
Center - Over 20 great vehicles 

to choose from!

Another great bargain in our 
Value Center !  Give the Boss 

a call today @ 983-2073 !

Sunroof, leather & more!  
Get all the details online 

@mossmotor.com!

Moss Motor Moss Motor 
Company, Inc.Company, Inc.

#2758 - 2012 Chrysler Town & Country
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Services Available:Services Available:

34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

••  Comprehensive Orthodontic ServicesComprehensive Orthodontic Services  
••  Full Family DentistryFull Family Dentistry
••  Invisalign Teen and AdultInvisalign Teen and Adult
••  Most Dental Insurances Accepted Most Dental Insurances Accepted 
•• Accepting New Patients  Accepting New Patients 
•• Zoom Whitening  Zoom Whitening 
•• Sleep Apena   Sleep Apena  
••  Financing Option AvailableFinancing Option Available

ZOOM!
PHILIPS PHILIPS Professional Teeth WhiteningProfessional Teeth Whitening

Dental Deep CleaningDental Deep Cleaning

20192019

Antonie Glover (left) escorted Jayonna Saulisbury to the event.  They were primed
and ready to enjoy the photo booth, which was part of the many activities provided at

the Sailing Away formal event.
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Central Virginia Christian School Recognizes
Student Triumphs

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

ALL A HONOR ROLL ALL YEAR:
Imagine getting all A’s on every report card.  That quite an accomplishment.

That’s what these very motivated students did in the 2018-2019 school year.  Front,
left to right: Deborah Jiang, Briana Wilson, Malia Charles, Emma Ranson, Piper
Scialdo.  Back:  Sammy Ranson, Ty Wilkerson, Owen Irausquin, Gavin Yoder, Luke
Freeman, Gibson Yoder, and Jacob Freeman.

Perfect Attendance
The following students were recognized for perfect attendance.  Front, left to

right:  Maddelin Trejo, Daniel Salinas, David Salinas, Abby Layne, Troy Hill.  Back:
Emma Ranson, Skylar Price, Noah Jones, Aubree Anderson, and Logan Drinkwater.

Central Virginia Christian School, a fully accredited private school in Buckingham County, recently recognized their students for special achievements.  Whether it was
perfect attendance, All-A Honor Roll, or demonstration of physical fitness, these dynamic students have excelled.

CHAMPION FITNESS AWARD:
Along with strong academics and attendance, the Christian School promotes physical fitness in their program. These student Charger Champion recipients scored at or

above the 85th percentile nationwide in four fitness categories including upper body strength, endurance, speed, and core strength.  Front, left to right:  Maddelin Trejo,
Evan Shumaker, Ella Tindall, Sierra Petersheim, James Duty, Addy Auten, Jake Jacobson, Ty Wilkerson, Ethan Freeman, Jacob Freeman, Evelyn Jones, Luke Canipe, Samuel
Sloane.  Back: Sammy Ranson, Gibson Yoder, Ethan Lang, Gavin Yoder, Noah Jones, Micah Wilson, Ricard Huezo, Elizabeth Tomlin, Angelique LIghtbody, Raven Gaulding,
Mary-Sidney Heslip, Briana Wilson, Emma Ranson, and Larken Watson.



Miles runs for
Maysville Supervisor

Thomas Jordan Miles III, who has
served as a leader in numerous com-
munity and civic groups for many years
in Buckingham County and the region,
is announcing his candidacy for District
Four (Maysville) Supervisor on the
Buckingham County Board of
Supervisors, according to a press
release.

The election is Nov. 5.
Miles’ campaign motto is “proven

leadership you can trust.” 
His priorities include maintaining fis-

cal responsibility to preserve low tax
rates, supporting public education,
enhancing constituent communication,
and promoting economic development
while supporting existing small busi-
ness expansion. 

Miles, who lives on U.S. Route 60 in
the Court House Village, is a native of
Buckingham County, and was raised in
Glenmore, where he attends church and
serves as a Eucharstic Minister and
Senior Warden at Emmanuel Episcopal
Church.

Miles is involved in many activities
and organizations in Buckingham
County. As a member of the
Buckingham Chamber of Commerce,
he serves as vice-chairman on the
board of directors while also chairing
two chamber committees. He is direc-
tor of nutrition and transportation at
Piedmont Senior Resources Area
Agency on Aging, a member of the
Buckingham Lions Club, chairman of
the Commonwealth Regional Council’s
Comprehensive Economic
Development Committee, a member of
the board of directors for the
Buckingham Village Preservation
Group, and was founder and director of
Glenmore Day. 

Miles formerly served as managing
editor and reporter for The Farmville
Herald and news reporter and announc-
er for WFLO Radio in Farmville.

“I’m blessed to say that my family
has lived in Buckingham County for
more than 250 years. I was raised in a
log cabin my parents built in Glenmore,
and I come from a long line of black-
smiths, farmers, merchants, business
people and public servants,” Miles said
in a press release. “My heart is in this
community. I am a proud graduate of
Buckingham County Public Schools,
where I received a great education that
prepared me for Longwood University.”

Miles said faith, trust and hard work
are principles which have been instilled
in him by his family, notably by his late
grandparents, L.L. “Dick” Miles and
Hazel Miles, who operated a general
store for 40 years in Glenmore. 

“They, along with my father and
mother, taught me that these three prin-
ciples can enable you do just about any-
thing you want — and now I want to
represent the good people of the
Maysville District on the Board of
Supervisors.” 

“Just as my grandfather was, I am a
moderate Democrat,” Miles said. “Like
him, I stand for principled leadership,
integrity, and faith in my fellow man
and woman. Though being a moderate
Democrat who is fiscally conservative
may be my heritage, it does not define

me. Being a public servant for the good
people of the Maysville District does,”
Miles said.

“In my many roles of leadership, I’ve
found that how you do something is just
as important as what you are doing;
that philosophy leads me in treating
people with dignity and respect, listen-
ing to the issues and opinions of others,
without judgement, and always, above
all else, having a civil dialogue,” Miles
said.

Miles’ platform for his campaign
includes maintaining fiscal responsibili-
ty to preserve low tax rates, having con-
sistent communication with con-
stituents and community stakeholders,
promoting economic development and
job creation while seeking to assist
small businesses in expansion, and
being held accountable and accessible
to the people. 

Additionally, Miles wants to strive to
make government more efficient in
serving the people, collaborate with
regional economic development and
marketing entities, continue to invest in
public education, its infrastructure and
the county’s youth, seek to improve
communication between the School
Board and the members of the Board of
Supervisors, work to maintain the his-
torical integrity of Buckingham Court
House Village, and seek to restart the
Anti-Litter Task Force Committee.

For more information on Miles’
candidacy, contact him 

at 434-390-7023, email
thomas.jordan.miles@gmail.com, or

visit www.milesformaysville.com. 

Dillwyn Pharmacy
“Your Family Independent Pharmacy”

Prescriptions – Sundries

Pharmacist and Owner
Michael T. Towler

Dillwyn, VA 23936
Phone 983-2013

“Where Your Health Is Always More Important To Us Than Your Purchase!!”

BLUE RIDGE FOOD TRUCK

The truck will be at Crystal Cathedral
on the following days: 

Blue Ridge Food Truck will 
come June 28th
For July: JUly 12th & July 28th
( 2nd and 4th Friday’s )

MOURNER’S VALLERY  - RT 20
1ST and 3rd  Saturday of 
every month  10:00-11:00am
For Food Emergencies, 
call Buckingham Social Services.

BUCKINGHAM FOOD PANTRY CALENDAR
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Thomas Jordan Miles III
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENTION BCHS CLASSES
OF 1969 AND 1970

We are trying to seek out members
of these 2 classes to invite them to a
50th Class Reunion. .

When: August 24th, 2019
Time: 3:00-10:00pm
Where: The Barn  (located on Rt 60

near Duck’s Corner)
Contact Information:

CLASS OF 69 –
Annettekinsey@gmail.com

CLASS OF 70- 
rosehaven@embarqmail.com

New Store Presbyterian Church to
turn 175 !

On Sunday, September 29th,2019,
New Store Presbyterian Church will
mark its 175th  Anniversary of its
founding with a church service at 11:00
am followed by lunch in the fellowship
hall. All are welcome ! (New Store is at
230 New Store Rd., Dillwyn)

The Dillwyn’s Bells                 
Have you missed hearing the hourly

bells in the quaint little town of
Dillwyn? Thanks to the volunteer work
of a Buckingham transplant , the bells
are ringing again. Retired electronic
engineer , Paul Barlow, took care of the
problem. Paul also volunteers at the
Historic Village on a regular basis.
Thank you Paul.

The Buckingham Triad meets sec-
ond Thursday of every month at
1:30pm at the Buckingham VFW
building off of Route 60.“Triad is
based upon the partnership between
the Office of the Attorney General,
police chiefs, sheriffs, older Virginians,
and senior service providers. Triad pro-
vides a forum to exchange information
and forge community solutions that
combat crime through education and
prevention. “ In a nutshell, “reducing
crime against the elderly”

Cooking Class: for beginners
who wants to learn 

how to cook.
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church is sponsor-

ing a cooking class for anyone wants to
learn the basics of cooking. This class
will be offered once a month at 10:00
am until 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm –
depending on questions. It will be
taught be the pastor who was a cook for
three years at a missionary training
center. He began learning by helping
his mother in the kitchen. Then at the
age of 16 he learned to make biscuits
from a man who learned to make bis-
cuits when he had to use a stool to get
up to the counter.

The first lesson will cover some knife
skills and the use of spices in cooking.
He will make Hamburger gravy, tacos,
sloppy joes, Cincinnati chili and mari-
nara sauce. We will taste some of what
we have cooked and have a meal of
Cincinnati Chili. He will explain how to
make sausage gravy, bacon/egg gravy
and beef stroganoff.

To register for the class email or
call: nida.ron@gmail.com or 434-
390-7135

We plan to have the class if at least 6
people sign up for it. There will be a
minimum charge of $ 4 to $ 5 to cover
the cost of the food. The use of the facil-
ity and the pastor’s time and effort are
free.

We will allow the members of the
class to steer the class by choosing
what to learn to cook and when.

SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP
Spaces available •• Ages 4-17

www.SprousesCornerRanch.com
(434) 983-8181

AA and Al Anon
Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm -

Scottsville United Methodist Church.
AA meets in the Fellowship Hall and Al
Anon (for families of problem drinkers)
meets in the Sunday School Room.

AA meeting on Wednesdays 6pm
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Howardsville Rd. Glenmore in
Buckingham
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Shown (in front) holding her award, Abigail Bryant celebrates with (back, left
to right) Lisa Shumaker, Buckingham Elementary’s Safety Patrol Advisor, Haley
Glynn, AAA Traffic Safety Educator, her mother, Katie Moss, and school principal,
Bryan Jackson.  Abigail’s sister, Eva, is to her right.  Photo by Sue A. Miles

AAA Safety Patrol Award
for Abigail Bryant 

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Eleven year old Abigail Bryant, a rising sixth grader in Buckingham Public
Schools, was recently recognized by the Virginia AAA organization as one of
only six recipients in the Commonwealth to receive the 2018-2019 Outstanding
School Safety Patrol Award. Haley Glynn, AAA Traffic Safety Educator for cen-
tral and southern Virginia, traveled to Buckingham Elementary to meet with all
of the school’s safety patrol students and also to surprise Abigail with the
award. Abigail, daughter of Katie and Ben Bryant, is a member of the National
Honor Society and BETA Club, as well as a member of the school’s Drama Club.
As part of the recognition, Ms. Glynn shared these wonderful words about
Abigail:

“As a member of Buckingham County’s safety patrol, Abigail’s leadership
style centers around a personal approach toward her peers, as well as primary
school students.  During her afternoon duty, Abigail is responsible for helping
primary students get safely to their buses.  Taking a personal interest in all of
the students she is responsible for, Abigail is often seen assisting with back-
packs, tying shoes and holding hands to ensure the kids feel safe.  Thought
Abigail has the opportunity to leave school each day during parent pick-up, she
chooses to prioritize the completion of her afternoon safety patrol duties, thus
adding an additional forty minutes to her school day which demonstrates her
commitment to being a safety patrol student.  She has received numerous com-
pliments from teachers regarding her outstanding leadership.  They commend
her for her diligence in her patrol duties and the extra attention she displays in
ensuring she knows the names of each student she assists.  It is clear that
Abigail has earned the respect of the children as evidenced by their excitement
in seeing her each afternoon.  In her interactions with them, it is obvious that
she cares as much for them as they do for her.”

Class of 1963
Buckinghan Central High School Alumni from the Class of 1963 recently gathered

at The BARN to celebrate their 56th year reunion.  Front row, left to right: Edna
Ragland Tinsley, Dot Adcock Ragland, Carolyn Seay Morris, Shirley Salmon Bolling, Pat
Johnson (teacher), Barbara Waycaster Dunn, Gloria Steger Wood, Kaye Webb Cowen.
Back row:  E. B. Snoddy, Alex deBettencourt, Dale LeSueur, Donna Harris Stinson,
Tommy Patterson, Irving Driscoll, David Fulcher, and Frances Durham Duty.

Camp Peaks Day Camp July 15-19 at Maysville Presbyterian
Do you have children or grandchildren looking for an

adventure this summer? Camp Peaks welcomes children
ages 5-12. Camp will run 9am-3pm . It is staffed by anex-
perienced Day Camp Director and counselors. Volunteers
from Maysville Presbyterian will be on hand to provide
drinks, snacks and other help. Campers will bring a sack
lunch each day. Worship, music , games, hiking , arts and
crafts, field trips and more. 

Cost of the camp is $70 per child/per week. The actual cost to the camper is only
$35/week because Maysville Presbyterian will pick up the balance. Deadline for
registration is July 7, 2019. Information  (804)833-3333 or (434)547-2296.  

Applications are available at The Spa of Buckingham 
Maysville Presbyterian is located in Buckingham Court House village at 12945 W.

James Anderson Hwy. 

Buckingham County Library:
Summer Reading Challenge - June 1st- Aug 31. Discover new books! Earn

prizes!
Family Movies - Friday at noon - bring a snack or lunch and watch a show in our

back room.
Sat. June 29, 3 pm. - ScienceTellers:Aliens! Don't miss this action-packed, edu-

cational alien adventure using science experiments for special effects. It's totally out
of this world! ScienceTellers will perform their show about aliens, then explain the
science experiments and let kids try them out.

Sat. Fri. July 5 - Late Night Library - Let the stars light your way! Create a con-
stellation flashlight.

Sat. July 13 - Family Escape Room - Will your family collect clues and solve puz-
zles in time to get out of our candy factory-themed escape room? Time slots avaial-
bel every half hour 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Call the library to sign up. 434-983-3848

Fri. Aug 9 - Late Night Library -Compete against other families during a Disney
movie trivia night!
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:Buckingham Chamber News:

WANTED Account Executive
Part Time

OUR GROWING 5-PAPER MEDIA COMPANY IS SEEKING 
AN ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
for the Sco� sville Monthly and Buckingham Beacon.

The ideal candidate:
• must be good with people, hard-working and customer-service oriented.
• should be able to mul� -task and organize work fl ow, build rapports 
   with  local businesses and help the team meet weekly sales goal numbers.
• needs to be comfortable with telephone and wri� en sales eff orts as 
   well as with face-to-face presenta� ons.

You will be talking with poten� al adver� sing customers in Sco� sville and 
Buckingham and beyond, planning ad campaigns and establishing budgets, 
helping design basic layouts and cross-selling into all of our publica� ons.

This is a part-� me posi� on with very high commissions, and is perfect for 
anyone wan� ng to earn extra income in a 10-12 hour per week sales capacity.  
If this fi ts your skill set, please forward your resume to:
Judi Price, Adver� sing Director
Judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Pictured are, from left, Nicci Edmondston, Chamber President Krishna Jo Melendez,
Board Vice President Thomas Jordan Miles III and Bryan. 

Pictured are, from left, Krishna Jo Melendez, Hank Hagenau, Thomas Jordan Miles III,
Barbara Wheeler, Donna McRae Jones, Janet Miller, Eddie Slagle, Dr. Bryan Auten, Kristin
Ober, Roo the Dog, Jenna Bragg, Kelley Koldewyn, and Margaret Anderson. 

The Buckingham Chamber of Commerce hosted Buckingham’s new
Administrator of Zoning and Economic Development/Community Planning Nicci
Edmondston and Board of Supervisors Chairman and District 2 Supervisor Donnie
Bryan to discuss Nicci’s new role and what the county is working on in terms of
planning and economic development projects.

“We has a great turnout of business owners and supporters interested in what
the county is doing to enhance business in Buckingham,” said Chamber Vice
President Thomas Jordan Miles III. “We also hear about Edmondston’s new role and
her responsibilities. We were glad to host them.”

Development Projects Slate River Veterinary Clinic receives
Community Pride Award

Slate River Veterinary Clinic, located on Twin Creek Road east of Buckingham
Court House, received the Buckingham Chamber of Commerce Community Pride
Award on Tuesday. 

“The Chamber is proud of Dr. Bryan Auten and his business, and the important
role it plays in our local economy,” said Thomas Jordan Miles III, Co-Chairman of
the Community Pride Award Committee. “Small businesses like this are the back-
bone of our economy, and the Chamber is proud to support them.”

Dr. Daisy Hicks addresses business leaders in Buckingham
Dr. Daisy Hicks, Division Superintendent of Buckingham County Public Schools, was the featured speaker during

the May meeting of the Buckingham Chamber of Commerce meeting.
Dr. Hicks was appointed Division Superintendent of Buckingham County Public Schools in the fall of 2018.
Dr. Hicks spoke about her educational experiences in other Southside counties, her work in Buckingham, her goals

and vision for the school division, and her dedication to the young people of Buckingham. 
“We were pleased to have such a large turnout for our speaker and our general meeting,” chamber officials said in

a press release. “We share Dr. Hicks’ enthusiasm about the future of our community’s youth and their futures.”
Dr. Hicks received her Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership from Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in

2014. She has served as a principal at all levels (Elementary, Middle, and High School), she has served as a Central
Office Administrator. She has taught at Prince Edward Middle School and J.S. Russell Middle School in Brunswick. 

Dr. Hicks has taught and served as an administrator at several schools in Southside Virginia. Before being named
superintendent in Buckingham, she was Director of Human Resources and Operations and Testing at Nottoway County
Public Schools. She served as principal of Gold Hill Elementary from 2007-2009 and also has served as an assistant
principal at Cumberland Middle SChool. She began her teaching career at Prince Edward Public Schools, but also
worked in Brunswick and Amelia.

She was inspired to pursue her career in education while working in the Virginia Department of Corrections, where
she saw young people entering the correctional facilities as inmates, where then she would ask herself, “What is going
wrong? What can I do? How can someone make a difference?

Dr. Daisy Hicks, Buckingham County Public
Schools Division Superintendent, and

Chamber President Krishna Jo Melendez. 
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Peter Francisco
Those of us connected to Buckingham County never tire of reading (and writing)

about our local hero, Peter Francisco. Looking back over the decades, while his now
mythologized biography changes in detail and emphasis, he remains ours.

In April of 1958, Charlottesville’s Daily Progress ran an article recounting the
story of the American Revolutionary hero Peter Francisco. Unsigned, it was sent to
the newspaper from Ransons, Buckingham County and offers a glimpse of the
Francisco legend as it was preserved into the mid-twentieth century. The title,
“Unusual History Remains Behind Peter Francisco,” prepared the reader for the
hero’s mysterious beginnings. The article opened: “There is an old home near the
Buckingham-Cumberland County line which is fast returning to dust. It was once
the home of Peter Francisco, a giant of a man who served as a Revolutionary war
soldier and friend of Gen. George Washington and the patriot Lafayette.”

The reader was informed about a tall, granite monument in Greensboro, North
Carolina which marks the spot where Peter Francisco, “a giant of incredible
strength,” killed eleven British soldiers, single-handedly. His final resting place, after
many adventures, is in the Shockoe Hill Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia.

The article recounts the oft-repeated tale of the orphan Francisco crossing the
Atlantic Ocean to be put ashore at City Point, Virginia. The small boy, aged five or
six, could not tell the Virginians much about his life somewhere across the sea.
According to the article, he had “flashes of memory” of a “splendid home and kind
parents.” He even recalled a little sister.

Soon, the boy was discovered by Judge Anthony Winston of “Hunting Towers”
(Buckingham County). The judge took Peter home with him, reared and educated
him, and did not prevent him at the age of sixteen from volunteering in America’s
fight for freedom.

Locust Grove (1997), restoration in process.
Courtesy Virginia Department of Historic Resources.
According to the article, among his friends was Gen. Nathanael Greene, who had

a “razor case” made especially for Francisco. In 1958, it was on display in the Hall
of History in Raleigh, North Carolina. Gen. George Washington had a five-foot sword
made for the giant Francisco, which became the property of the Virginia Historical
Society.

Francisco’s life following the Revolution was marked with sadness and, accord-
ing to the unidentified author, his life was often “shrouded by loneliness.” His first
wife died. Later, he found “comfort and companionship” in a second marriage, liv-
ing at one of the several plantations in Buckingham County named Locust Grove.
The legend continues that this humble house attracted such men as Chief Justice
Marshall and Henry Clay, who apparently consulted Francisco on important matters
of the day.

Eventually, Peter Francisco moved to Richmond. According to the article, he
helped save lives in the 1811 theater fire in Richmond. The article’s unnamed author
vividly recounts the scene, “When he saw people being crushed by the panic and
others being burned, he returned to the blazing building and carried many back to
safety. One lady whom he rescued testified that Francisco had saved 30 people to
her positive knowledge.”

Puzzling historians, Francisco,
in his humility, requested that his
name be omitted from the list of
rescue workers . . . a convenient
detail for those who wish to place
Peter Francisco and his good
deeds in many settings.

Late in life, he became the
Sergeant-at-Arms in the Virginia
legislature, dying on Sunday,
January 16, 1831. The House of
Delegates adjourned for the day
in respect for the great man.

Annually, four states—
Virginia, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and Maryland—celebrate
Peter Francisco Day on March
15. Slate River Ramblings is
delighted to remember him
today. He left big shoes, com-
plete with silver buckles, to fill.

For much more about Peter
Francisco consult, “From Waif to
Legend: Peter Francisco,” in my
book, “At a Place Called
Buckingham.”

Joanne Yeck has been fascinated with
Buckingham County for over twenty years. Since
late 2012, she has shared her collection of
Buckingham facts and photos on her blog, “Slate
River Ramblings” (slateriverramblings.com). Her
newest history, Peter Field Jefferson: Dark Prince of
Scottsville & Lost Jeffersons, is now available local-
ly and online (braughlerbooks.com).

On The Move
With Joanne Yeck

Slate River Ramblings

Crossword Answers page 15

Painting of Peter Francisco. Courtesy Society
of the Descendants of Peter Francisco.



12 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON  • June 28-July 25, 2019

here are many reactions by individu-
als when they hear that several
friends and I recently travelled to the
island of Cuba for nine days.  Mainly

because of Cuba’s history with the United States
over the past 100 years; think the Spanish-
American War, the Cuban Revolution, Bay of
Pigs, and the Cuban Missile Crisis and of course
the 60 year economic embargo that the U.S. has
on the island. 

Cuba and its history with the United States is
simply too complicated to try to expound on for
this article.  It’s complex with many layers that
can get blurred and tangled and, for some, a bit
emotional.  However, it’s a country that my
friends and I had a keen curiosity about. That
interest perked when Obama visited the island in
2014 while also easing up on long-time restric-
tions. However, in 2017, Trump cancelled
Obama’s actions, bringing the counties relation-
ship back to square one.

In spite of that reversal and its implications
for the Cuban people we had no problem plan-
ning a trip. With the help of another friend who
had visited the island the year before we used
her travel contact, Cuban Adventures, allowing
Maggie and Vernon Snoddy, Alison DeWitt, and
me to book our trip and take off for an adven-
ture of a lifetime.  The trip was affordable, very
well designed, covering a variety of activities
while giving us an excellent picture of a beauti-
ful island with amazing people who have a
strong and vibrant culture.

In order to tell the story of our trip, the
Snoddy’s were kind enough to allow me to use
them as the focal point of the information pre-
sented.  So, buckle your seat belts, relax, put on
some salsa music, maybe mix a libre (rum and coke) and join us on a trip of a life-
time.

If you’re interested in learning more about a possible trip to Cuba go to
http://www.cubagrouptour.com/ to discover a variety of travel opportunities to this
wonderful island.

T

Cuba is known for its classic cars which evolved due to Fidel Castro’s ban on importing cars after
the 1959 Revolution.  During the era of Batista (president of Cuba before Castro) many wealthy
Americans living on the island imported luxury cars into Cuba which they abandoned when fleeing
when Fidel Castro took over.  In spite of the classic car image very few Cubans actually own cars.  Most
depend upon bicycle and horse taxis, which along with walking, are the main means of transporta-
tion on the island. All photos by Sue A. Miles

Maggie and Vernon are shown at the coast of the Bay of Pigs, located near
the town of Playa Larga, on the southern coast of the island.  The historic bay is
where Cuban exiles landed in 1961 in a failed attempt to take back the island
from Castro.  The group, backed by the United States’ CIA, had hoped that the

Cubans on the island would rise up against Castro, while also expecting the U.S.
to back them up, if needed.  Neither happened.  That event and the Cuban
Missile Crisis led to a commercial, economic and financial embargo on the

country that began in 1962 and continues as of today.

Cuba Tour
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Havana (or Le Habana, as the
Cubans say) is the capital of Cuba

and the country’s largest city,
with a population of 2.1 million.

Cuba’s capitol building, El
Capitolio, or the National Capitol

Building (Capitolio Nacional de La
Habana), completed in 1929, is
one of the most visited sites in

Havana.  The design was inspired
by the U.S. Capitol.  During our

visit it was in the process of being
restored.  Havana is a beautiful

city that has plazas, cobblestone
streets, and sections that make

you feel that you’re in Spain. 

We Build On Your Land
$166,990

 on your land.       

50 models

LockridgeHomes.com / 804-335-9731
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Delightful CountryDelightful Country
Properties For SaleProperties For Sale

Contact Mike Spessard 
434-960-0290

about these Listings

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Virginia akarionrealty.com

This property has it all. Perfect for horses 
and cattle. Very private setting. If you 
are looking for privacy this is it. Awsome 
screenporch shaded by beautiful trees . 
Many outbuilings  including horse stable 
and chicken coop. small pond , Great hunting property. Less than 1 
hour to Richmond,Cville or Farmville.

Beautiful Ranch house just 1/4 mile 
from Dillwyn. Awesome 
pastoral views. House has a partially 
fi nished basement with 1/2 bath and 
kitchen and oil stove. Acreage is estimated at this point. Surveyor is 
currently cutting the double wide off and he claims that it is approved 

by Dillwyn. Will have new plat soon. Great 30 x 60 shop plus a block garage.

Charming home on 2.47 acres. 
Conveniant to schools. Nice rural area. 
12 x 16 shed. New roof installed on 
house. Nice rear deck overlooking private 
back yard. Nice fenced yard.

MLS # 590167

$175,000

MLS #590291

$219,900

MLS #590688

$139,900

BEAUTIFUL RANCH

CHARMING HOME

 COUNTRY CHARMER
With 10 Acres

PRICE REDUCED!

BRAND NEW ROOF!

Visiting Cuba takes travelers back to a different
era.  Although there are tractors on the island

most of the smaller farm land is plowed by oxen.
This team was turning the soil in the 

Vinales Valley.

There’s no way you can travel the island without experiencing the famous Cuban cigar.
The tour group visited a tobacco farm where they learned more about the process of cre-

ating the iconic cigars which are coveted all over the world.  Along with watching the
process of rolling the cigars the group had the opportunity to try a

sample smoke.  Apparently there is even a way to hold the cigar depending upon
gender.  Maggie is shown demonstrating the art of smoking one of the cigars at the

tobacco farm.  Tour members, Rachel and Brian, from Philadelphia, are shown to her left.

One image that is ever present throughout the island is that of revolutionary,
Ernesto Che Guevara.  Guevara, born in Argentina and trained as a physician, joined

Castro and the Cuban revoluntary group to overthrow Bastisa’s corrupt government in
1959.  Serving as a major figure in the revolution, Guevara served in Castro’s 

government but eventually went to Bolivia, where he was killed by their military,
with U.S. backing.  Guevara’s face is the true symbol of the Revolution as Fidel Castro,
who died in 2016, decreed that no memorial be built in his honor nor any building or

school be named after him.



To Advertise call: 434-207-0223 Email: judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

NOW ENROLLING! The Light
Academy, 479 Cunningham Road,
Palmyra, VA 22963,  is now enrolling
for preschool and school-age Summer
Programs and for the 2019-2020 K-
12th. school and preschool programs.
www.thelightacademy.com, phone #
(434) 842-2222 or email: 

thelightacademyva@gmail.com. 

REAL ESTATE

WATERFRONT: Beautiful 10 Acre
lot at Rivanna Woods. #587853.
$89,950.00

Call Connie S. Fairchild, Associate
Broker, 1430 Rolkin Court,
Charlottesville,  VA 22911,phone (434)
466-8660 C, (434) 817-9600 office.  Or
Email: connief@cstone.net

FOR SALE

EASTER EGG CHICKENS: Selling
Easter egg chickens, call (434) 392-
0329 and leave a message with tele-
phone number so I may phone you
back. Thank you. 

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10 -Ton
Crush Run @ $200., 10 -Ton #57 @
$265. Other stone/rock also available.
Pricing includes local delivery and
*Tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings! Call
(434) 295-1750. 

BOOKS make great gifts. Give
Linda Salisbury's ‘Bailey Fish
Adventure’ series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups. Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540-895-
9093), or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com.

HELP WANTED

PART TIME EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY: Fork Union
Fulfillment/Distribution Warehouse
seeking individual for approx. 10 hours
per week, Pick & Pack operation. Must
be able to lift 50 lbs. (light Lifting)
Looking for detail oriented individual
with computer skills. Please email Mike
your application and references:
mike@knittingboard.com

PEACEFUL PASSINGS SENIOR
ANIMAL RESCUE: seeking an hourly
employee who can work on a flexible
part-time schedule but has the skills
and willingness to do a variety of tasks
s assigned. Job involves physical labor.
Located in the Fork Union area. Call
(434) 842-3287. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: Grace & Glory
Lutheran Church, Palmyra, seeking
P/T Director of Music: Degree in music,
music education, voice or instrumenta-
tion, or equivalent experience/educa-
tion. Accomplished organist, pianist, or
musical keyboardist. Familiarity with
liturgical musical traditions and ability
to provide choral musical
direction/leadership. Salary commen-
surate w/experience. Submit cover let-
ter & resume:
admin@graceandglory.org 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES:
3661 Lake Monticello Road, Palmyra,
VA 22963. For current Housing
Rentals:  Call Genevieve (434) 589-
7653 office or email: monticelloproper-
tiesmgt@gmail.com. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Licensed Agent in Virginia

CENTRAL VALLEY FENCING &
POWER WASHING: Installation  of all
types of fencing and repair: Farm fenc-
ing, Picket fences, Privacy fencing, etc.
Power washing homes, driveway, walk-
ways, decks and fences. Licensed and
Insured. Free Estimates. Call (434)
409-9230. 

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Rd., (Rte 618, Burns Plaza)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular
month-to-month rentals (24/7 availabil-
ity), also locks, moving supplies, U-
Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Call (434) 589-2222, email: manag-
er@storeFSS.com , or visit:
storeFSS.com, today!  

PAINTING, INTERIOR AND EXTE-
RIOR: Also tin roofs, fences, decks
stained, gutter cleaning and power
washing. 40 years experience. Call
(434) 962-6484 or (434) 296-3146. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS &
DEPENDENTS: Do you know your
Veterans Benefits? We do! Virginia
Department of Veterans Services,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov. or (434)
295-2782. Need Help? Call 1(800)
827-1000, M-F from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. for
Veterans Affairs Benefits and Services. 

LAND TESTING: Have your land
ready to sell. I will do perk test, well
permits, feasibility studies, and will pro-
vide all legal documented paper work
for you. Call 434-249-0298.

WANTED

HAY OR PASTURE LAND FOR
LONG TERM LEASE: FDC
Enterprises wants to lease Hay or
Pasture Land in Southside, Virginia to
grow Switch Grass. If you have 25 or
more acres available; e-mail:
Charlie@fdcenterprises.com or call
(434) 386-8281 and leave a message
& phone number for Charlie Chushwa.
Thank you. 

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
(434) 466-7968

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

SPECIAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

WANTED

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
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EVENT

Landscaper
Housekeeper

Maintenance Worker

Spanish Instructor and Math Instructor

Seasonal Dive Coach (Nov’19-Feb’20)

(Experience Required)

Call (434) 842-4340

Call (434) 842-8210

For more details and how to apply, go to
https://www.forkunion.com/employment-opportunities

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055
Benefits include a retirement plan, health, dental, life 

insurance and meals provided depending on the shift. The
Academy is a Christian male boarding and day school that 
attracts students from more than 30 states and 15 foreign

countries. The Academy offers our students a college
preparatory curriculum in a military-style environment.

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Stylist Wanted 
Great Clips, a billion dollar brand with 4,000 plus salons and 
counting. A great culture with great professionals. Great 
Clips Salons service hundreds of customers each week.

Your compensation will consist of an hourly wage, tips, 
productiivity bonus, and retail commission. Motivated 
and professional stylist are top earners at Great Clips.

Full time & Part time positions are available 

Other incentives consists of:

email jesse.johnsoniii@greatclips.net
Appomattox Location

300



Directory of Businesses

• Automobile • Truck •Wrongful Death 
• Medical Malpractice •Motorcycle • Nursing Home

No Attorney Fee Unless Recovery

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

Attorney at Law

TOLL FREE 1-800-248-1950

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com
P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA 42 years experience

Herbert E. Maxey Jr.
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For display advertising: 
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

For classified line advertising:
edee@fluvannareview.com

For Events & Announcements:
valleyeditor1@gmail.com

July 17

NEXT 
ADVERTISING

DEADLINE

Little Learners
Childcare

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

On Saturday June 8th, dozens of citizens and businesses in Scottsville joined
forces to sponsor a fundraiser in Dorrier Park.  Young children and their families
played in large trucks of all shapes and uses, including this fire truck, manned by
volunteers from Scottsville Volunteer Fire Department. The event was organized by
Little Learners Tricounty Child Development Center, a non-profit 501c-3 corpora-
tion, supported by a Board of Directors available to citizens of Albemarle,
Buckingham, and Fluvanna counties.  Little Learners promotes teaching life values,
self-help and positive self-esteem to children from six weeks of age through five
years.  The school was established in 2016 at Christ Church to meet the growing
need for quality childcare in the Southern Albemarle and surrounding areas.   Little
Learners is able to enroll up to 34 children and is comprised of 5 classrooms and
abundant outdoor space.  The mission of Little Learners is to provide a stimulating,
nurturing environment where children are encouraged to explore, create and learn
about their world and to interact with others in a caring atmosphere that fosters
intellectual, social, spiritual, emotional and physical development. If you have any
questions about the program or would like to join our school, please contact Taryn
Evans, Program Director, at: littlelearnerstricounty@gmail.com or (434) 286-
8888. 

17021 Oak St., Dillwyn, VA 23936

Personal Attention 
& Professional Service

P: 434-983-1911

CHERYL M. MARTIN
Certified Public Accountant

cmmcpacm@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY PRICES
3 month package–  ( 1/16 page $25/month–larger  sizes\ also available)

Call Judi Price 434-207-0223
or email:

judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Left to right:  Robbie Wright, Chris Yates (volunteer), Betsy Payne holding
Coen Payne, Chambers Payne, Donna Price.  Photo by Sue A. Miles

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle
from page 11

www.TriCountyVA.com

Shawn Bolden
Principal Broker & Auctioneer

shawn.bolden@tricountyva.com
17076 Oak St, Dillwyn, VA 23936

(434)983-9965

819 Knight’s View Ln
5 Bedrooms   (2 masters) and 3 baths

3 bay oversized garage 
$299,995

363 Knights View Ln, 
1863 Sqft, 3 bedroom 2 bath

Spacious, built in 2015
$185,000

BUCKINGHAM 

BUCKINGHAM 

Sunnyside Farm
The farm is a family run commercial farm. The Dillwyn stand is now open and

offers tomatoes, strawberries, cantaloupe, zucchini, beets, hanging baskets and
onions. Photo courtesy of Martha Louis
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Centra Southside Pediatrics
now open!

CentraSouthside.com  |  935 S. Main Street  |  Farmville

Centra Southside Pediatrics is a medical 
center for children under the age of 18. The 
center provides primary care to pediatric 
patients, as well as immunizations, allergy 
shots, school and sports physicals, and 
pediatric endocrinology.

Accepting new patients for:
Well child visits
Sports physicals
Immunizations
Sick visits

Open Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm

To schedule 
an appointment, call

434.315.5377
Fax: 434.315.2747

Walk-ins Welcome!

Pick up and Run Again 
New ad Camera Ready

Th eme: Southside Pediatrics Now Open
June 28–July 25, 2019 Buckingham Beacon

Proof #1
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