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Ellen Hudgins is shown working with patient Mary Etta
Brown Shelton on a machine used for restoring upper

body range of motion and overall endurance. 
Photo by Sue A. Miles.

Coach Taylor
Boyers Returns

Contributed by Kyra Jones

s the 2018-2019 high school basketball season
begins, it's time to check in on what's happening at
Buckingham High School. With four seasons as assis-
tant varsity coach, Taylor Boyers is now returning for
his second year as head varsity coach. “The strength

of the team is held up by a diligent group of returning players,” he
said.  “As a team, the most important team building qualities are to
trust one another, have good communication and be dedicated to the
game.” Boyers’ approach to selecting a team is: three days of tryouts,
conducting separate J.V. and varsity tryouts, and having a system of
rating each player. He said that Prince Edward, Cumberland,
Bluestone, and Goochland will be the most difficult teams to beat.
“Ending last season with 7-13, I'm excited and this group is good and
working extremely hard,” said Boyers. Good luck to the Buckingham
Knights on the upcoming victories. The first varsity game will be in
Amelia on December 4 at 7: 00 PM. J.V.'s first game will be Friday,
December 7 at 5:30 PM at Lunenburg. Check out the school’s website,
under athletics, to see the season’s schedule at
http://buckingham.ss16.sharpschool.com/departments/bucking-
ham_athletics. Kyra Jones, a sophomore at Buckingham County High
School, has been given the opportunity to submit articles to the Beacon as
a journalism intern. Kyra, age 15, hopes to attend Savannah College of
Art and Design and major in screenwriting. 

BLUE RIDGE FOOD TRUCK

The truck will be at Crystal Cathedral
on the following days: 

Blue Ridge Food Truck will 
come December: Dec. 7th and 21st. 

MOURNER’S VALLERY  - RT 20
1ST and 3rd  Saturday of 
every month  10:00-11:00am
For Food Emergencies, 
call Buckingham Social Services.

BUCKINGHAM FOOD PANTRY CALENDAR Dillwyn Pharmacy
“Your Family Independent Pharmacy”

Prescriptions – Sundries

Pharmacist and Owner
Michael T. Towler

Dillwyn, VA 23936
Phone 983-2013

“Where Your Health Is Always More Important To Us Than Your Purchase!!”
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A

Letter to the Editor

Thanks from
Heritage Hall

Heritage Hall-Dillwyn would like to thank
all of the local businesses and community
members for supporting our Resident
Council Fund by purchasing meals during
our benefit dinner in October.  By support-
ing the Resident Council fund, it helps fund
resident Christmas gifts as well as outings
for our residents. 

Heritage Hall-Dillwyn provides skilled
Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy,
Speech Therapy and well as Outpatient
Therapy locally.

Lisa Lloyd
Admissions & Social Services Director

Heritage Hall-Dillwyn
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Pictured are, from left, Mark Bryant, BBRR CEO; Bill Mitchem, Superintendent of Operations; Hank Hagenau; Brian Freeman,
Manager of Sales & Marketing; Carrie Brown, Manager of Human Resources; Jordan Miles; Colleen Stout, Payables Accountant;

Philip Lachniet, Director of Finance & Administration; Claude Morris, Project Manager; Steve Powell, President; Chamber Treasurer
and Newsletter Editor Sandra F. Moss; Barbara Wheeler; and Chamber President Eddie Slagle.

Railroad receives Community
Pride Award from Chamber of

Commerce
By Thomas Jordan Miles, III

Contributor

The Buckingham Branch Rail Road
(BBRR) has been named the November
recipient of the Buckingham Chamber of
Commerce's Community Pride Award.

The BBRR, headquartered in Dillwyn,
with offices and rail operations across
Virginia, recently erected a "LOVE" sign, in
tandem with the "Virginia is for Lovers"
motto, made of parts of a railroad, train and
bridge. During the recent sign dedication
ceremony in September, more than 1,000
people attended the event in Dillwyn.

"The railroad is a major employer and
economic development partner in
Buckingham County," said Community
Pride Committee Chairman Jordan Miles.
"The Chamber is proud to support the great
work of the Buckingham Branch Rail Road
in its efforts to move freight, along with
their well-kept business, their expansion
into the former Buckingham Farm Supply
building, and the creation of the county's
new 'LOVE' sign."

No Attorney Fee
Unless Recovery

Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com

P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

Attorney at Law

43 years experience

Wishing Your Family
Merry Christmas 

and a Healthy
Happy New Year 2019

TOLL FREE: 1-800-248-1950

• Automobile • Truck •Wrongful Death 
• Medical Malpractice •Motorcycle 

Romans 10:9 and John 14:6
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he word progressive is defined as “favoring or advocating progress,
change, or improvement.”  The word therapy is defined as “treatment
to relieve or heal a disorder”. 

Knowing those concepts, Buckingham residents should consider
themselves very lucky to have a health facility called Progressive

Therapy in the county.  Owned by Ellen Crews Hudgins, the business, located in the
town of Dillwyn, offers patients state of the art occupational and physical therapy in
a caring and nurturing environment.  Celebrating her 25th year in business this
year, Hudgins and her staff are a welcome resource to the people of Buckingham
who, otherwise, would have to travel many miles to get such professional medical
help.

“I always knew that I wanted to be in the medical profession,” said Hudgins. “I
started out wanting to be a dentist but after working for one while in high school I
changed my mind.”  In the summer of 1983, Hudgins worked as a nursing aide at
Sheltering Arms Rehabilitation Hospital where she found her calling.  Upon earning
an undergraduate degree at VCU, she obtained her degree in occupational therapy
at MCV.  After working in health facilities, in both Richmond and Charlottesville,
Hudgins opened Progressive Therapy in 1993.  She also completed her doctoral
degree in 2014.

“When I first started the business it was me, myself, and I and a credit card,” said
Hudgins.   My husband, Terry, was working in Richmond.  Tim Smith, who is a phys-
ical therapist, started with me part-time. It is always a huge risk to start a business
but I have always felt strongly about the importance of providing quality therapy.”

Cover Story

Ellen Hudgins, shown with a patient at MCV, knew as a young girl that she wanted
to work in the medical field.  Working as a nurse’s aide at Sheltering Arms

Rehabilitation Center drew her to the field of rehabilitation.

with 
The Spa of Buckingham

Check us out on the web:www.spaofbuckingham.com
• Open Tues. -Wed. 10am-6pm • Thurs.–Fri. 10am–5pm and Sat. 8am-1pm 

thespaofbuckingham@gmail.com

Add a little Gift Cards are
Now Available

this Christmas

776 Main St., Dillwyn
434-983-3002 •  434-944-8391

Progressive Therapy
in Buckingham

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

T

Wellness Plans * Dentistry * Surgery * Boarding   

6690 James Madison Hwy 

Fork Union, VA 23055 

 

434-842-8387  

www.forkunionvet.com 
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A shelf of free weights stand ready to be used for a variety of
strengthening exercises. 

http://www.spaofbuckingham.com
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#2701 - 2015 Chevrolet Equinox LT

#2711 - 2015 Chrysler Town & Country Touring

#2643A - 2012 Chevrolet Cruze

#2717A - 2012 Ford Fusion SEL

#2691 - 2004 Hyundai Santa Fe

#2720 - 2016 Honda CRV Touring

$27,950

$16,500

$9,950

$9,950

$5,950

$14,950

Just arrived!  This low-mileage, 
late-model has ALL the extras! 

Get the details @ mossmotor.com!

Leather & Heated Seats on this nice
local trade!  Give the Boss a call

@ 983-2073

This AWD would be perfect for
your winter driving!

This one-owner trade could be a
great answer to your fuel 

economy question!

Makes having 7 passengers a
breeze!  Never any processing 

fees here at Moss Motor!

Searching for a great AWD at a
great price?  Come by for a test

drive today!

You’re always at Moss Motor!

434-983-2073
www.mossmotor.com

Like us 
on Facebook

Moss Motor
Company, Inc.

Buy From The Boss
Bill Lewis Moss....

Come by today to Rt. 15 South of Dillywn and Look Us Over
Our hours are Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6pm! 
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SINCE 2007

SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER

Your Deaf or hard of hearing child 
has the right to sign in school 

(IDEA*)
Interpreters are required by law and 

paid for by schools

In Education, Medical and 
Business Settings

Serving Fluvanna County and beyond to Charlotteville and Richmond
 Other interpreters, please reach out

FREE CONSULTATION  
Seán Sopht, ASL Interpreter, VQAS 
949.282.7495 | seansopht@gmail.com 

*Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Having worked for several large medical
corporations, Hudgins was not satisfied
with what she was experiencing.  “It
seemed like the sole focus with the cor-
porations was on productivity, pure
numbers.  I didn’t think there was a con-
cern for quality or outcomes.  I realized
that the only way I was going to be able
to provide patients with quality care was
to have my own business.”  

Over this 25 year period, Hudgins
actually owned five therapy centers,
eventually reducing to the current three:
Buckingham, Farmville, and Blackstone.
“Farmville was the first in 1993,” said
Hudgins. “My husband came on to help
with billing (and is now considered a
silent partner).  Tim came on initially as
part-time.  We were sub-letting a treat-
ment room with a local  doctor and then
we decided to move across the road,
which is where we are now. Currently
we have 16 employees, all but two full
time.”

Hudgins has fond memories of the
opening of the Buckingham business.
“Mary Etta Brown Shelton was our first
patient,” she said.  “We’d gotten a refer-

ral for Mary and because the building
wasn’t ready, we provided services at
her home.” 

Brown-Shelton, who happened to be
at Progressive Therapy the day of this
interview, is one of Hudgin’s biggest
fans.  Along with having surgery on her
elbow, she has had a knee replacement
and surgeries on both of her shoulders.
“They are excellent therapists,” said
Brown-Shelton.  “The treatments really
help you.   It’s a blessing that we have
this type of facility in Buckingham.  If
you don’t come, it’s on you.  I know a
man who was given the opportunity to
have therapy and he chose not to.  You
should see how he’s walking now. Not
very good.”  Hudgins nodded and said, “
If you don’t do what we recommend you
don’t get the gains.”

Progressive Therapy also offers an
independent fitness program. “Once
clients are released from therapy they
can come here and do exercises,” she
said.  “It’s a good alternative for some-
one who may not want to go to the gym.
We find that it’s a good alternative for

Physical therapist Tim Smith, shown working on an online certification, has been
with Hudgin’s since she started her business.

See Therapy Page 6

http://www.mossmotor.com
mailto:seansopht@gmail.com


Therapy from page 5
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one who may not want to go to the
gym. We find that it’s a good alternative
for our population in Buckingham so
they can keep going with their pro-
gram.”  Although the independent fit-
ness program is out of pocket,
Progressive Therapy accepts all federal
and state insurance programs;
Medicare, Medicaid and veterans’
affairs for their therapeutic services.
“Our goal is that everyone in this area
can come in here,” said Hudgins.
Hudgins noted that they see patients
from not only Buckingham but also the
surrounding counties.  “We are the only
patient therapy center in the area,” she
said.  “Many people don’t want to drive
into a big town or city for services.”

Although Hudgins grew up in
Richmond, her heart has always been
in Buckingham.  “I would spend sum-
mers in Buckingham with my grandpar-
ents.  My parents, June and Dabney
Crews, retired and moved back in the
late 1990s. 

“The main concept I want to relay is
that even though I grew up in
Richmond I spent every summer here
with my grandparents.  It was a lifelong
mission to be able to provide a quality
service in a rural area like Buckingham
and Farmville.”  Hudgins acknowledged
the difficulty of running a business and
having young children. “There were
times that I questioned  'what am I
doing?’”  The biggest thing for me is
always being concerned about the
employees, their family and their well-
being,.  There were times that I didn’t
pay myself.  There was a period that we
actually used our personal furniture to
in the waiting room.” 

Progressive Therapy provides treat-
ment for all age groups from infants to
patients that are 100+.  “That’s the
beauty of being in a small practice,”
said Hudgins.  “You have to be trained
to treat everything.  We see ortho prob-
lems, sport injuries, stroke and head

injuries.”  Hudgins also shared the joy
of working with patients. “Hearing and
seeing successes is the most gratifying
for me.  It’s those things that make it all
worthwhile.  I’ve seen older patients
who had to live with relatives return
home after successful therapy or peo-
ple who couldn’t drive now able to get
back behind the wheel.  Or people
being able to take a shower on their
own again.  It’s so gratifying when a
patient tells me that they’re back run-
ning track, on the football field, or able

to take care of themselves.  That’s the
reward.  To be able to see them func-
tion.”

Eighty year old Bunny Wood, a
patient who was at the facility for ther-
apy, joined in with enthusiasm.
Pointing to Hudgins, Wood said, “I am
so glad Ellen is here.  She’s a good gal.
I am very, very, very happy that this
place is in Dillwyn.  If I had to go to
Farmville I don’t know if I would go.”

Over the past 25 years there have
been changes in the therapy industry.

“One of the biggest changes is that
there’s a big push for evidence-based
practice,” said Hudgins.  " A lot of serv-
ices we use are research based.  We are
not just treating to treat but that the evi-
dence indicates that the results will
happen. In practice the services are
based on evidence and research to
ensure optional outcomes.”

Progressive Therapy also offers work
hardening programs.  “If someone has
been injured on the job we can do sim-
ulations for their specific job,” said
Hudgins. We work to strengthen and
restore their function for that specific
job and task.  How one spends their
time is what we use as our goal in ther-
apy.  We get them back to that level by
simulating those activities so that they
are more motivated to be successful.”

Hudgins also shared that Kyanite
Mining and Rock Work Products use
their services for pre-employment
screening.   “Employees have to pass
the screening before they will employ
them.  That includes cardiovascular and
blood pressure.  Kyanite was the first as
part of their safety program.  They want
to make sure their employees are
healthy.”  Hudgins also conducts func-
tional capacity evaluations, ordered by
doctors, to determine if patients can
return to work.

Obviously no one wants to be in a
situation to need therapy but it is cer-
tainly good to know if it is needed,
Progressive Therapy is not only avail-
able but right in the neighborhood.
Hudgins’ dedication to her craft and her
experienced staff are indeed a gift to
the county. 

Progressive Therapy offers the fol-
lowing services:  physical, occupational
and speech therapy, individual rehabili-
tation, pelvic health, and vestibular
rehabilitation.  Their website is:
www.progressivetherapyinc.com.

Progressive Therapy has been a welcome addition to the country of Buckingham
for the past 25 years.  The building is located next to the public library in Dillwyn.

Hot pack covers hanging along Progressive Therapy’s wall are used in conjunction with a hydrocollator, which is a thermal modality. Moist heat is used relax muscles and to
provide vasodilation for the targeted tissues. 

http://www.progressivetherapyinc.com
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Wishing 
you a  
Merry 
Christmas.
May the joy of the season 
bring you love and peace.  
Merry Christmas to a 
wonderful community!

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708158

Here to help life go right.®

John Staton Jr, Agent
1026 Main St
Dillwyn, VA  23936
Bus: 434-983-2938   Toll Free: 877-889-8338
www.johnstaton.org

Ministry
Blitz

Termed a "Ministry Blitz," members
from the James River Baptist
Association, which included eight area
churches, led volunteers from
Spreading God's Gifts, Freda's
Restaurant, and Buckingham Habitat
Build on a day of volunteering in the
community.  A total of 30 volunteers
were able to build a new handicap
ramp, as well as rebuild a badly-dam-
aged one. Wayne Davenport and Ralph
Dunnavent were the "super" construc-
tion supervisors.  The volunteers wish
to continue to assist those in need. This
annual event was coordinated through
the Buckingham Department of Social
Services. For more information on the
program or to join in the volunteer
effort contact the Department of Social
Services at 434-969-4246.  This before
and after picture is a testimony to the
groups effort. Submitted photo.

http://www.johnstaton.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dillwyn Christmas Parade
Sunday Dec. 16, 3:00pm
Entry forms available at Dillwyn

Town Hall  or  call (434)983-2076.

Village Christmas Market
December 8th 11:00am-4:00pm

with lunch avail-
able

December 9th
1:00pm-4:00pm

no admission
charge

Lots of vendors
and handmade
i t e m s , Fo x f i r e
wreaths, Lunch available, Live holiday
music, and more !!!

Exciting Buckingham County
Library Activities

Dec. 8- Come create a special
homemade gift item .

Dec. 15- “Polar Express” there will

be activities during the day. The main
event will be by reservation only. Stop
by the Library for details.

Ongoing Activities: 
Mondays  5:00-7:00pm   Special

Teen Activities
Tuesdays 10:30am Preschool

Storytime
Thursdays 3:30-5:00pm   Afterschool

Activities (ages 6-12)
Fridays  12:00 noon   Family movies

Watching Your Weight
Yes it's true. The loss is happening

on the scales at a Weight Watchers
meeting every Thursday afternoon
which takes place at the beautiful Wiley

Fitness Center in The Central Va
Community Health Center.  The group
lost 226 pounds in 12 weeks !! The
meetings are on Thursdays with weigh
in beginning at 2:30pm and meeting at
2:45-3:15pm.

Contact alex.butterfield@weight-
watchers.com for more information. 

Great Christas Gift for $6
Our 30th edition Calendars for sale

will be available at Dillwyn Pharmacy,
Nancy's Gifts, Historic Village,
Housewright and Adams Museums,
Roger Hill Ins., and The Spa of
Buckingham. They are only $6 and
make great Christmas gifts.  

.AA and Al Anon
Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm -

Scottsville United Methodist Church.
AA meets in the Fellowship Hall and Al
Anon (for families of problem drinkers)
meets in the Sunday School Room.

AA meeting on Wednesdays 6pm
Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Howardsville Rd. Glenmore in
Buckingham

Village Christmas MarketVillage Christmas Market

  Housewright Museum & Adams MuseumHousewright Museum & Adams Museum
  Christmas Open HouseChristmas Open House  

 Saturday, Dec. 8th ••11:00 am– 4:00 pm–Lunch available
Sunday, Dec. 9th • • 1:00 pm–4:00 pm

Arts, craft s, jewelry, ornaments, Amish baked goods,Christmas cookies, gift  ideas 
& Foxfi re Wreaths.  No admission charge- Lunch available- 

period decorations- period live music

  Dec 7th-aft er tree lighting
Dec 8th and 9th ••1:00-4:00 pm
   (Located across from Buckingham Courthouse)

Call for more information:

  (434)547-2296 
Historic Buckingham, Inc. (501 C3 organization)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

•Dance   •Exercise •Music
All ages & ability levels

434-969-2951

Presents 
Dance & Music
Winter Recital

To Benefit 
Buckingham Recreation 
Donation at the door

Call 434-969-2951
or 434-390-2671 

Performing Arts
& Awareness

Sunday, December 9th , 2018   
3:00 p.m.

Buckingham Agricultural 
Building

FFA Tractor
Operators Contest
On November 8, Ethan Martin, a Buckingham Middle School seventh

grade FFA member, and Chandler Sexton, a Buckingham High School FFA
senior, competed in the Southeast Area FFA Tractor Operator’s Contest held
at Whetstone Farm in Buckingham County. The contest consists of a written
test, safety walk-around, a two-wheeled wagon obstacle course, and a four-
wheeled wagon backing event. Ethan placed 1st in the junior level and
Chandler placed 2nd in the senior level event.  A special thank you to the
Davis family for hosting this event and to Crewe Tractor and James River
Equipment for providing tractors for this event.

Ethan Martin and Chandler Sexton.

mailto:alex.butterfield@weight-watchers.com
mailto:alex.butterfield@weight-watchers.com
mailto:alex.butterfield@weight-watchers.com
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December 31, 2018 

The Bennie Dodd Band 

$50 Gi� Card Prize for:  
Best Dressed Male 

Best Dressed Female 
Best Dressed Couple  

and Overall Best Mask 

Party Favors 
Balloon Drop 

Complimentary  
Champagne Toast 

ONLY $10 Per Person 

Mudder Men
Competition

How many times have you climbed a cargo net?
Scaled an eight-foot wall? Jumped over flaming hay
bales?  Wallowed in cold mud?  Most of you will likely
and hopefully say never and ask why would anyone
want to do put themselves through such situations.
Then there are those that see such challenges as fun
and exciting.  Two such Buckingham people would be
Zane Harshman, principal at the middle school, and
Michael Khol, pastor at Mulberry Grove Baptist Church.
Both men recently competed in the World’s Toughest
Mudder competition in Atlanta GA.  The event is a five-
mile circuit race peppered with 20-25 of Tough
Mudder’s biggest, baddest, most insane obstacles.
Event winners are those individuals or teams who
complete the most laps in a 24-hour period. Harshman
(who placed 112) and Khoel (who placed 351) have
been training for the event since last January. 

Sweet Potato Man
Gene Absher holding his prize winning 10lb sweet potatoes that he

presented at this year’s Historic Buckingham’s Fall Farm Fest. 
Photo by Martha Louis.

http://www.TavernOnTheJames.com
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Members of the Buckingham FFA Chapters competed in the Southeast Area
Forestry Contest held on Nov. 14 in Powhatan, in both the senior and junior level
events. The contest included tree identification, topographic map interpretation,
and measure tree volume. In addition to these events, the senior team had to read
a compass, and juniors had to determine tree value. The senior team members
included Stephen Davis, Shalynn Elick, Tyler Padgett and Jakob Toney. The senior

team placed 4th overall in their division. The junior team placed 3rd in their divi-
sion with members Hunter Branch, Jacob Carter, Daniel Farrish and Cassidy Tyson.
Farrish placed 6th and Branch placed 7th individually. The Buckingham FFA would
like recognize Mr. Matt Hall and Mr. Henry Parris for their assistance in preparing
the teams for the contest. 

Buckingham FFA Compete in Area Forestry Contest

Pictured are, from left, front row, senior team members Shaylynn Elick; back row,
Tyler Padgett, Stephen Davis and Jakob Toney.

Pictured are, from left, junior team members Cassidy Tyson, Daniel Farris, Jakob
Carter and Hunter Branch.

US Army Raider National results 
We wanted to announce the results from the recently conducted US Army Raider National results from Molena, Georgia that were held 1-4 Nov 2018:
To be eligible to compete in the US Army Raider Nationals, the Raider Teams must finish in the top three of their respective Brigades Best of the Best Raider

Championships that are held annually. Buckingham Raiders finished 2nd overall last April in the 4th Brigade Raider Championships.
Tyler Moore won the Ultimate Male Raider Award for 2018. He won this event by one second. Tyler has been with our Raider Team for three years now. He was

awarded the best shape male for Raider in the United States. Raiders are extensively trained by the JROTC Cadre from Aug-June.
4th in the Nation in Rope Bridge with a time of 2:32
5th in the Nation for Cross Country Rescue, which is a grueling course that involves carrying 6, 35 LB rucksacks and a 200 LB weighted litter for over a mile.

The finishing time was 10:54.
Our overall placement was 4th in the United States. We missed 3rd by one point. 30 Male Teams competed from all over the United States. 
Buckingham County Raiders finished the highest in 4th Brigade history with their overall 4th Place finish in a field of over 30 Raider Teams.
Pictures from L/R bottom: Ian Martin, DaQaun Tindall, Tyler Moore, Joshua Meek, James Moneymaker and Michael Graham.
Middle row, L/R: Grant Martin, Nathan Price, Martin Ortiz, Ayers Newton, Enoch Matthews, Tyler Moree and Joseph Tio-Payne.
Top row L/R: Jaycee Call, Alyssa Gentry, Christian Poole, Minnie Wallace, Isabel Martinez, Adreah True, Sarah Perry, Dalton Stuple, Jonathan Gowans, Dillon

Kimberlin and Devin Corral. SFC Bruce Grazier is the Raider Coach.
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Many members of the Perkins family attended Maysville Presbyterian Church.
According to the obituary of Rev. Caesar Perkins, an African-American

Reconstruction-Era leader in Buckingham County, William Harding Perkins
(1824–1892), son of William Harding Perkins, Sr. (1740-1806), was his former mas-
ter. The details of Caesar Perkins’ emancipation are unclear. It is possible that he
purchased his freedom or that he was freed by the Perkins family. To date, howev-
er, no evidence has appeared that he was freed before the general emancipation.

~
Private collections often hold Buckingham County treasures. The “Perkins Family

Papers, 1806–1874” is an excellent example. Part of the Robert Alonzo Brock
Collection at The Huntington Library in San Marino, California, its contents are avail-
able on microfilm from the Library of Virginia. The Library’s finding aid provides the
following genealogical information about the family:

William Harding Perkins (1780–1826) was born in Buckingham County, Virginia, to
William Perkins (1740–1806) and Elizabeth Lee Fearn Perkins (1750–1839). William H.
Perkins established his home at “Solitude” in Buckingham County. Perkins was a tobac-
co farmer and served as deputy sheriff in Powhatan County, Virginia, and as sheriff of
Buckingham County. He married Mildred Walker Merry (1794–1841), and they had five
children: Thomas Fearn Perkins (b. 1820), Catherine Merry Perkins (1821–1889), Eliza
Mildred Perkins (b. 1823), William Harding Perkins (1824–1892), and Anne Frances
Perkins (1827–1907). William Harding Perkins represented Buckingham County in the
House of Delegates in 1853–1854.

In 1937, Rosa G. Williams surveyed the cemetery at “Solitude” for the Virginia
Historical Inventory. Located four miles west of Buckingham Court House, about one
mile south of Hwy 60, Mrs. Williams noted that the oldest grave in the cemetery
was dated 1820. The flat, slab marker set on a two-foot rock foundation, marked
the grave of William H. Perkins, Sr. the inscription reads:

Sacred to the memory of William H. Perkins
He was born 9th Sept. 1780 and died 11th December 1820.
In death society has lost a valuable citizen, his wife, an affectionate husband and his

children a tender father, his servants a kind master. 
Lived beloved, died lamented by all who knew him.

Mrs. Williams survey was mislabeled “Solidute Cemetery”—a reminder to always
search a subject with multiple terms. I discovered the survey not by searching
“Solitude” but by searching Perkins and Buckingham. Slate River Ramblings read-
ers can dig further into the Virginia Historical Inventory at the online catalog of the
Library of Virginia. 

Buckingham Notables: Frank Moss
During the Reconstruction Era, Francis “Frank” Moss represented Buckingham

County at the Virginia Convention of 1867–1868 and, later, was elected Senator. An
outspoken and controversial Republican, in 1871, Senator Moss opposed the acqui-
sition of a portrait of Robert E. Lee to hang in the capitol building. Recently, a blog
post at the Library of Virginia’s blog, “Out of the Box,” mentioned Frank Moss’ opin-
ion concerning a portrait of General Lee. Titled, “STATUE STORIES: THOMAS J.
JACKSON AND CIVIL WAR REMEMBRANCE,” the post read in part:

In 1871 the state had proposed an acquisition of $600 for a portrait of Robert E. Lee
to hang in the Capitol. Senator Frank Moss, an African American legislator from
Buckingham County, took the floor to object to the appropriation. Moss felt that as “Gen.
Lee had fought to keep him in slavery . . . he couldn’t vote to put his picture on these

walls.” While Moss’s opposition made the newspapers, the portrait purchase was
approved. By 1875, Moss was serving in the House of Delegates. Together with three
white Republican lawmakers—Charles G. Bickings, Godfrey May, and George W.
Young—Moss and fellow African American delegates Peter Jacob Carter, Matt Clark,
Henry Cox, William Gilliam, James P. Goodwyn, Ross Hamilton, H. Clay Harris, Henry
C. Hill, Rufus S. Jones, and Robert H. Whitaker, voted against the Jackson [statue] appro-
priation. They were outnumbered, and the bill was passed.

Was Frank Moss a former slave? His entry at Wikipedia claims that he was born
a free black man, a member of an African-American family which had been free for
several generations. If a Slate River Ramblings reader knows more about the origins
of Frank Moss, please contact me at slatereiverramblings.com.

Joanne Yeck has been fascinated with
Buckingham County for over twenty years. Since
late 2012, she has shared her collection of
Buckingham facts and photos on her blog, “Slate
River Ramblings” (slateriverramblings.com). Her
newest history, Peter Field Jefferson: Dark Prince of
Scottsville & Lost Jeffersons, is now available local-
ly and online (braughlerbooks.com).On The Move

With Joanne Yeck

Slate River Ramblings
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Maysville Presbyterian Church.
Sketch by Margaret Pennington. Courtesy Historic Buckingham.
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t was a true meeting of giants when
five Buckingham County World War
II veterans gathered together, some
meeting each other for the first time,

to share common memories of their service
to their country during a very dire time in our
world’s history.  Research tells us that there
were over 16 million active duty soldiers dur-
ing World War II. Now there are just over
550,000 such veterans remaining.  We are
losing over 360 a day.  These statistics make
these veterans even more special to us.
Because these brave men are our county’s
treasures we take this occasion to recognize
them during this Veteran’s Day month.
Picture captions are provided of the veterans
as young men.  Sadly, Mr. Joseph Gough was
unable to provide us with a photo of himself
in the military as it was destroyed in a house
fire, years ago.  Please note:  the Beacon
attempted to seek out all Buckingham WWII
vets who served during the war years.  If we
have missed anyone please contact the
paper so that we can recognize them.

12 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON  • November 30–December 27, 2018

I

Malcolm “Red” Oliver served
in the Army Medics in Europe

from 1943-1946. He earned two
battle stars.

World War II Veterans
By Sue A. Miles

Contributor

Five veterans of World War II met together in November to share memories of their service to their country.  These members of the Greatest Generation are treasures and we
wish them, and all veterans, a happy Veteran’s Day.  John Griffen (left) is standing in the rear with E. B. "Dick" Bland.  Malcolm “Red” Oliver (front, left), Waverly Bolden Sr., and

Joseph R. Gough are in the front row.  

E. B. “Dick” Bland served in the Navy’s Amphibian Corps in the Pacific from
1943-1946.  He earned one battle star.
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John Griffen served in the
Merchant Marines in both the

Mediterranean and Pacific
from 1943-1946.

Waverly Bolden Sr. served
in the Navy from 1943-1946
and was in Okinawa when

Japan surrender.
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Veteran's Day Appreciation Program
Every year the faculty, staff, and students at the Carter G. Woodson com-

plex  honor Buckingham veterans at their Veteran's Day Appreciation
Program. Attending veterans are offered a delicious breakfast as they settle
down to a multitude of children reciting poetry and singing patriotic songs.
It is a great opportunity for the youth of the country to get a close up look
at our country's heroes.  Fourth grader, Memphis Bishop, is shown with his
grandfather, Isaac Strother, one of the many vets who attended the program.
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EVENT

BINGO: at Lake Monticello Fire &
Rescue, 10 Slice Road, Palmyra (off of
Rte 600, turn at traffic light). Every
Thursday! Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Early Bird 6:45 p.m. $1000 Jackpot
(with 80 or more players). Progressive
Games! Food menu available.
Questions? Call (434) 591-1018. 

FOR SALE

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 9-Ton
Crush Rune @ $150., 9-Ton #57 @
$235., 14-Ton #57 @ $ 320., 14-Ton
Crush @ $ 200. GRANITE also avail-
able. Pricing includes delivery and

*Tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings! Call
(434) 295-1750. 

BOOKS make great gifts. Give Linda
Salisbury's ‘Bailey Fish Adventure’
series for kids, and humor for grown-
ups. Can be found at many local gift
outlets, online (plus Kindle and Nook),
or from tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540-
895-9093), or www.lindasalisburyau-
thor.com.

HELP WANTED

DOG GROOMER: Saturdays are a
must, plus Mondays and/or Thursdays.
Experienced, and kind manner han-
dling dogs. Email resume to:
Melissa.happytails@yahoo.com; or
mail to: Happy Tails, 194-A Turkeysag
Trail, Palmyra VA 22963. No calls
please. 

OPHTHALMIC TECH F/T: Energetic
team player for busy Optometric Office.

Strong computer experience needed.
EHR and/or eyecare, medical office
experience a significant plus.
Preference given to qualified appli-
cants who live in Fluvanna or near
Lake Monticello. EOE. Fax resume:
(434) 591-0111 or email:
reception@weisseyes.com, or call
(434) 591-0262. 

OPTOMETRIC OFFICE OPTICAL
SALES/OPTICIAN F/T or P/T:
Energetic team player for busy
Optometric Office. Strong computer
experience needed. EHR and eyecare
and Optical experience needed.
Preference given to qualified appli-
cants who live in Fluvanna or near
Lake Monticello. EOE. Fax resume
(434) 591-0111, email:
reception@weisseyes.com, or call
(434) 591-0262. 

PEACEFUL PASSINGS: seeks a gen-
eral maintenance worker for position in
animal rescue center. Position involves
moderately heavy lifting and physical
work. Hourly, and as needed. Contact
Peaceful Passings Senior Animal
Rescue at (434) 842-3287. 

FOR SALE

EVENTS
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Fork Union Military Academy is seeking the following po-
sitions. Benefits include a retirement plan, health, den-
tal, life insurance and meals provided depending on
the shift. The Academy is a Christian male boarding
and day school that attracts students from more than
30 states and 15 foreign countries.  The Academy of-
fers our students a college preparatory curriculum in a
military-style environment. 

Cook and Utility Worker
Contact Dining Services (434) 842-4390

Housekeeper 
Commercial Experience Required 

Contact Maintenance (434) 842-4340

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT
FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Where can I pick up my
Buckingham Beacon?

The Courhouse Cafe (Arts Center)
The Spa 794 Main St.
Farmers Bank
Luckys Texaco
Depot Diner
BB&T Bank 
Pino’s Restaurant
Vance RE/Hair Corral
New Images Hair Design
Teresa’s Place
Wise Ridge Country Store
Sheppards Exxon
Bates Market
Buckihgam Co. High School
EXXON
Buckingham Co. Admin. Bldg.
Herbert Maxey’s Office
Nancy’s Gifts
Ducks Corner
Route 20 Market
Midway Market 
Glenmore Store
Howardsville Store
Faulknier’s Country Store
Spanglers
P&S Market
Review Office
New Canton Post Office
Byrants Grocery

Jeffery Oil/The Shed, Rt. 15
Ella’s Salon
Jax Mini Mart (inside rack)
Jax Mini Mart (outside box)
Jax Restaurant 
Arvonia Post Office
Arvonia Chiropractic
Cental Va Health
Ellington Gas
Bank of America, Dillwyn
Jenkins Exxon
Buckingham Library
Dillwyn Pharmacy
Real Estate III (inside)
Real Estate III  (outside)
Cheryl’s Barber Shop/Beauty Salon
Robert Snoddy Attorney Office
State Farm Office
Acie Allen Attorney office
Dillwyn Laundry
Farmers Foods (inside rack )
Farmers Foods 
(outside box)
Heritage Hall
Martha Jefferson Clinic
Fast Mart Valero
Fast Mart Auto
Food Lion 
China Restaurant

NEXT ADVERTISING
DEADLINE

December 19
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RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: For
current Housing Rentals:  Call
Genevieve (434) 589-7653  or email:
monticellopropertiesmgt@gmail.com.
Equal Housing Opportunity. 

SERVICES:

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Rd., (Rte 618, Burns Plaza)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular
month-to-month rentals (24/7 availabil-
ity), also locks, moving supplies, U-
Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Call (434) 589-2222, email: manag-
er@storeFSS.com , or visit:
storeFSS.com, today! 

PAINTING, INTERIOR AND EXTERI-
OR: Also tin roofs, fences, decks
stained, gutter cleaning and power
washing. 40 years experience. Call
(434) 962-6484 or (434) 296-3146. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS & DEPEND-
ENTS: Do you know your Veterans

Benefits? We do! Virginia Department
of Veterans Services,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov. or (434)
295-2782. Need Help? Call 1(800)
827-1000, M-F from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. for
Veterans Affairs Benefits and Services. 

LAND TESTING: Have your land
ready to sell. I will do perk test, well
permits, feasibility studies, and will pro-
vide all legal documented paper work
for you. Call 434-249-0298.

WANTED

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
(434) 466-7968

Real Answers
Real Help

Albemarle, 1420 Greenbrier Place, 434-220-3777

Charlottesville, 320 W. Main Street, 434-979-8888

Culpeper, 420 Sunset Lane, 540-727-0400

Orange, 323 C Madison Road, 540-661-5111

FREE Pregnancy Testing
24 Hours – Confidential

Free Limited Medical Services
www.virginiapregnancy.org

Classifieds from page 14

Service Directory of
Businesses

17021 Oak St., Dillwyn, VA 23936

Personal Attention 
& Professional Service

P: 434-983-1911

CHERYL M. MARTIN
Certified Public Accountant

cmmcpacm@gmail.com

• Automobile • Truck •Wrongful Death 
• Medical Malpractice •Motorcycle • Nursing Home

No Attorney Fee Unless Recovery

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

Attorney at Law

TOLL FREE 1-800-248-1950

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com
P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA 42 years experience

Herbert E. Maxey Jr.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY PRICES
3 month package–  ( 1/16 page

$25/month–larger  sizes\ also available)
Call Judi Price 434-207-0223

or email:
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

RENTALS

SPECIAL NOTICES

WANTED

SERVICES

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle
from page 11 THE ADAMS MUSEUM 

13016  W. James Anderson Hwy., Buckingham

The Gallery
Through the generosity of  H. Spencer Adams and his wife the late

Winnifred Bryant Adams, the Adams Museum went from a concept on
paper to reality, opening on 4/22/18. The Museum exhibits the extensive
collections of both Spencer and Winnie including Indian relics, baskets,
pottery, tools along with vintage dolls, doll carriages and beds. 

Preserving the Past for the Future !
Don't miss our Christmas Open Houses :

Housewright Museum and Adams Museum 
December 8 & 9 • 1:00- 4:00pm
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Centra Southside Pediatrics
now open!

CentraSouthside.com  |  935 S. Main Street  |  Farmville

Centra Southside Pediatrics is a medical 
center for children under the age of 18. The 
center provides primary care to pediatric 
patients, as well as immunizations, allergy 
shots, school and sports physicals, and 
pediatric endocrinology.

Accepting new patients for:
Well child visits
Sports physicals
Immunizations
Sick visits

Open Monday – Friday, 8 am – 5 pm

To schedule 
an appointment, call

434.315.5377
Fax: 434.315.2747

Walk-ins Welcome!

New ad Camera Ready
Th eme: Southside Pediatrics Now Open

Nov 2–Nov 29, 2018 Buckingham Beacon
Proof #1
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