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FREE DANCE COUPON
*Present this coupon at OSPA and receive a FREE months of dance for December 2018 or January 2019

CLASSES VALID WITH THIS COUPON:
*Ages 3-4:
Dance Movement - Wednesday (4-5:00pm)
Dance Movement - Thursday (4-5:00pm)

*Ages 5-7:
Pre Ballet ... Tuesday (4-5:00pm)

*Ages 8-12:
Gymnastics ... Tuesday (5-6:00pm)

*Ages 11-14:
Hip Hop ... Thursday (7-8:00pm)

*ADULT CLASSES: Hip Hop ... Tuesday (8-9:00pm)

*Only valid for December 2018 or January 2019 - Only 1 coupon per student* 
(Offer not valid for current students)
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It's never too late to give the gift of dance...
OSPA - Where the ARTS come to LIFE!! 

Call 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Va 
Or on the web at www.ospa.net
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he haunting strains of Sir
Elton John's "Your Song"
can be heard from outside

the door leading to Comer Piano Studio
in a back room of the historic Mineral
Baptist Church building adjacent to the
newer church. Steve Comer's fingers
improvised on the haunting melody as
they covered the length of the key-
board.

The playing was all the more impres-
sive because in 2012 Comer, his wife
and two of his children, were badly
burned when a propane tank in their
recreational vehicle exploded while
they were camping in Williamsburg
during the Memorial Day holiday.

Comer said all four of them suffered
second-and third-degree burns to their
extremities. However, the musician's
hands, as well as other parts of his
body, needed extensive skin grafts.
While Comer was unconscious for four
weeks at the VCU burn unit, his father
and wife made a decision. The skin for
the grafts for his hands would be thick-
er than that used on other parts of his
body so that it would be more flexible
for playing the piano again. By the time
he was conscious, "I had recovered to a
great extent," he said. "I was surprised
that I would be able to play," but he
wasn't sure how well. "Thank the Lord,"
he added. "I regained full strength in
my hands, with the full flexibility I
needed."

He was able to return to Elk Creek
Church, where he served as the music
director, serving as both accompanist
and choir director. Then, when a job as
accompanist opened up at Mineral
Baptist Church, he was hired. For a
while he taught piano in the parish hall,
but then the church offered to give him
studio space in the adjacent historic
building. 

In June 2018, Comer Piano Studio
opened, the only such studio in Mineral
or Louisa even though there are other
piano teachers in the area. Comer said
in November that he has 13 students,
about half are adults and the other half,
youngsters. Some have had piano les-
sons in the past, and others are just
beginning. One of his most recent stu-
dents is his son, Christopher, a senior at
Louisa High School.

In June 2018, with extensive visible
scars on their arms and hands, father
and son both participated in a piano
master class at the Louisa Arts Center.
Classical pianist Lynne Mackey invited
pianists to play for her on stage in front
of a small audience, and then she
offered suggestions for improvement. It
would be a daunting experience even
for good players. Comer dazzled both

T

Piano teacher and church musician Steve Comer plays Sir Elton John’s "Your Song."
Photo by Linda Salisbury.
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After 50 years of coaching Little
League, Dicky Purcell finally coached a
family member, his grandson Jonah
Brown.
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Playing Beautiful Music Again
By Linda Salisbury

Correspondent
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icky Purcell is most grateful. He is surrounded by Brenda, his 
wife, three daughters, and two grandchildren. He also considers 
himself blessed by the numerous families and friends he has 

met throughout his life and travels. Also at the top of his list are the hundreds, if not 
thousands, of young men he has had the opportunity to work with. Equally as grate-
ful are the youth and their families who have been fortunate enough to know the 
kind, caring coach whose knowledge of baseball is only out weighed by his patience 
and understanding.

 Play Ball!

 Jonah Brown received some personal advice from Papa Purcell after a game.

 In 2017, Little League District 14 Commissioner Jimmy Straley presented Dicky Purcell 
with a plaque which recognized his 50 years of volunteer coaching. 

Photo by Kathy Gardner 
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But last year’s Little League 8 and 
9-year-old All-Star team gave Purcell a 
unique experience. It was his fi rst time 
coaching a family member, grandson 
Jonah Brown. His three daughters, Beth 
(Brown), Penny and Tammy, had chosen 
cross country and track! Granddaughter 
Jordan Atwell-Purcell has selected volley-
ball, softball and horses!

“I tried to treat all my kids equally, but 
perhaps I tended to lean on Jonah a little 
harder,” he said, with Jonah remember-
ing, “Papa got on me once for not com-
ing in to catch a ball in left fi eld. He keeps 
telling me I need to work on sliding and 
catching.”    

 Still, Purcell’s memories go back much 
further. Along with over six decades of 
coaching experience, Purcell had numer-

ous years participating in the sport.
 “I had played in elementary school 

and we competed against several other 
Louisa schools,” he said. “I played out-
fi eld and was not a starter. Johnny Hatter 
and I managed the high school baseball 
team in the late 1950s and early1960s. 
Norman Smith was the coach and I’d 
chase foul balls, but that was about it. 
Back then, players and managers drove 
their personal cars to away games.”

 Purcell did play guard on the JV and 
varsity Lions basketball teams. But 
coaching was his passion and it began 
with what he termed a “pony league.”

“I started coaching as soon as I got my 
driver’s license at 15 and while I was still 
a sophomore in high school,” he said. “I 
was coaching kids almost as old as I was. 

Other teams were from Madison, Greene 
and Orange, and I literally went around 
and picked up kids to have enough play-
ers for away games.”

 After graduation, Purcell enrolled at 
the University of Kentucky with plans 
to teach history and coach. Not content 
with college life, Purcell returned to the 
county to work with his father Dick, in 
the family’s lumber and land business.

Purcell did not give up his love for the 
sport. The young adult coached, man-
aged and pitched for the Foxes, a softball 
team that played where the Louisa Major 

 The plaque says it all!

SINCE 2007

SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER

Your Deaf or hard of hearing child 
has the right to sign in school 

(IDEA*)
Interpreters are required by law and 

paid for by schools

In Education, Medical and 
Business Settings

Serving Fluvanna County and beyond to Charlotteville and Richmond
 Other interpreters, please reach out

FREE CONSULTATION  
Seán Sopht, ASL Interpreter, VQAS 
949.282.7495 | seansopht@gmail.com 

*Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
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120 Dogwood Lane • Orange, Virginia 22960
Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187 • dogwoodvillageocva.org

Health & Rehabilitation
and Senior Living

“Tradition of Excellence”

Happy Holidays
from your Friends at
Dogwood Village

EAA Chapter 231 Richmond Area will
 be offering FREE AIRPLANE RIDES to 

youth ages 8 through 17 on
New Years Day 2019 from 11am-2pm 

at Louisa County Airport.

FREE AIRPLANE RIDES

Sign up at 231.eaachapter.org 
or call 

Barry 804-767-0376

Celebrating 
our 

26th yearSee Dicky page 6 



Dicky from page 5
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League field is today. Nelson and Jimmy Talley, Lindsey Woolfolk and George Gordon
were among his teammates. Conditions were much different.

“The only fence was beside the fairgrounds and that was covered with honey-
suckle. So most of the outfield was wide open and home runs were hard to come
by,” he said. “Duck Seay was about the only one to put a ball over that left field
fence.”

Fifty Years of Coaching Little League
Little League came to Louisa in 1965, and Joe Polis convinced Purcell to coach

the Dodgers the following year. Main competition was between two Louisa teams
and two Gordonsville ones. Purcell was either at a practice or coaching at least six
times a week. Scheduled games sometimes presented a problem.

“I loved it! Occasionally, I’d have a conflict between a softball game and a Little
League game, so I’d get Marion Leake, to fill in for me, since his grandson was on
the team,” he said. “Charlie Chiles took over managing the softball team.”

During those years, Purcell admits to one coaching misjudgment. He agreed to
coach a women’s softball team mostly composed of wives and girlfriends of the
Foxes. He termed that as “a very different experience.” His resume also includes two
years of coaching Babe Ruth League (1983 and 1984) and a state championship.
That he doesn’t regret!

In the ‘70s, Louisa formed its own Little League of four teams. Purcell coached
one. Successes follow successes, and over the past 50 years, Purcell has coached All-
Star teams in various age groups that have captured numerous district titles as well
as four state championships – 1982, 1983, 1993 and 2017.

But, the coach modestly claims that the key to his success was the kids, and just
as importantly, the group effort by the men who coached with him, especially Jeff
Luck, who Purcell claims has helped him “almost forever.” He also has fond memo-
ries of coaching with Gary Clark and Doug Straley.

“I love coaching All-Stars. You get to compete against teams from other places,
and you have the best, most dedicated kids,” he said with Brenda adding, “Sports
can be so important in a child’s life, and the girls and I have had the opportunity to
travel and meet so many good people.”

Wins and Losses
Wins were always sweet. A darkness shortened game gave one All-Star team a

lucky victory, as the game reverted to its lead in the previous inning. On another

occasion, a tag up on a deep fly ball led to state championship qualifying. Losses
hang in Purcell’s memory, as well. Against Tuckahoe National in 1968, his All-Star
team lost 18 to 0. The Louisa players had no hits and only one on base - a walk.

“Our only consolation was that Tuckahoe was so good, that it played for the
world championship, but was beaten by Japan,” he said.

The coach admitted that occasionally after a loss that should have been a win,
coming home was “hard on his family,” and, sometimes, he just walked the railroad
line through town to calm down. Brenda just smiled at that comment.

Purcell was not without his own mentors, especially Cecil Luck. The memory of
a sound defeat against a Mechanicsville team and the prayer and words that Luck
said to the boys after that game resonates in Purcell’s recollections.            

“He truly knew baseball and I only hope to live up to his style of treating his play-
ers,” said Purcell. “He was equally generous. He bought a set of uniforms for one
team of older boys I was coaching. He’d help me even after he stopped coaching
his own teams.”

Cancer treatments kept Purcell out of the dugout in the spring of 2017, so Dino
Goodman, Andy Wade and Jeff Luck handled his team with Purcell sitting next to
the dugout, keeping score and giving advice. It also gave him the options to leave a
practice if he wasn’t feeling well or to stay home, if necessary. That summer, Purcell
helped coach the 11-year-old All-Star team to state honors.

“When we went to the southeast regionals in North Carolina, I walked around
that outfield one morning and couldn’t believe how fortunate I was to be there and
have a team in the final four,” he said.

Always in the back of his mind is Purcell’s youthful promise.
“In my 20s, I made a commitment to the Lord and myself to coach. Seeing the

kids mature, start families and take part in the community is the real reward,” he
said. “I’ve even coached three generations of several families.”

But the coach realizes that he has gained so much from the sport.
“When something at work or otherwise was stressing me, I knew when I got

out on that ball field in the evening, those worries vanished, as I concentrated on
the game or practice,” he said. “I am so lucky to have unbelievably talented people
and dedicated kids to work with.”

As soon as winter cold vanishes and weather get warmer, Purcell eagerly awaits
tryouts and that opening day cry of, “Play Ball!”

At age 12, Dicky Purcell and his parents traveled to St. Louis Cardinals spring
training in St. Petersburg, Florida. He was selected as batboy for the visiting

Milwaukee Braves and Kansas City Athletics. He collected autographs 
from Yogi Berra and Mickey Mantle.
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Mackey and listeners with a very difficult
Chopin waltz, and Christopher did very well
with a jazz piece with a detective theme. The
melody captured the idea of a sleuth creeping
around to solve a crime. The challenging master
class didn't faze either the father or his teen-age
son.

"He doesn't get rattled," said Comer.
While on stage, Christopher told Mackey that

his father was not his teacher. He was teaching
himself.

Comer said that he had given Christopher
lessons for two or three years, "but then he had
lost interest for a while." After the master class,
Christopher wanted to take piano lessons again.
In addition to his music, Christopher is also an
excellent student at Louisa High School. He was
recently honored for having top SAT scores,
making him eligible for a National Merit
Scholarship. Christopher is applying to college
and wants to study physics. 

Comer's teaching schedule fits into his other
work, which is preparing income tax forms dur-
ing tax season. Despite his musical talents, he didn't take music classes in college.
Instead he was a business major at George Mason University in Fairfax. He took
piano lessons as a child, and by the time he was 17, he was the official accompa-
nist for Providence Baptist Church in Vienna, Va. He realized he could "make more
money with employment in finance, and then in computer programming. When his
wife, Christina, who worked for the Defense Department, was transferred to
Charlottesville, the family moved in 2009 to Louisa County. He continued both his
tax work and music. In 2015 "I seriously started teaching," he said. 

One of Comers' daughters, Michelle, is in her second year at Virginia Tech study-
ing computer science. The couple's oldest daughter, Lilah, who wasn't with them
during the camping trip, is married and the mother of their only grandchild,
Angelina, 2, who is already showing an interest in the piano. 

It isn't a coincidence that "Your Song" is one of Comer's favorites. A phrase from
the lyrics proclaims "how wonderful life is. . . ." The Comer family, with support of
the community after the devastating fire, knows how precious and wonderful life is. 

"We are blessed," said Comer.
For information call (540) 894-4316. 

or e-mail Steve.Comer@comerpianostudio.com

From right to left: Christina, Steve, Christopher and Michelle Comer of Mineral. 
Photo courtesy of the Comer family.

Steve Comer talks about music in a comfortable chair in the corner of the recently
opened Comer Piano Studio in Mineral. Photo by Linda Salisbury.

Piano teacher Steve Comer
enjoys his new studio in a back

room of the historic Mineral
Baptist Church.

Photo by Linda Salisbury.
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E V E N T S  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
2nd Annual Santa's
Shop Til You Drop
Christmas Boutique

by Like A Boss
Sales, Networking &

Events, LLC • Free
Still trying to finish up

your Christmas shopping?
Well join us for the 2nd

Annual Santa's Shop Til You Drop
Christmas Boutique and get all of your
last minute shopping done in one
place!!

Lots of vendors to shop with, prize

raffles, Swag Bags & more!!
Sat, December 15, 2018
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM EST
Location Best Western 
Plus Crossroads Inn & Suites
135 Wood Ridge Terrace
Zion Crossroads

The Sargeant Museum Events
Thursday, Dec 20th
Herb Guild
Join the Louisa Herb Guild at the

Louisa County Historical Society-
Sargeant Museum and Heritage Farm
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month
10:00 am - Noon. The guild is a group of
herb enthusiasts committed to herb
education and bringing Louisa County
history to life through gardening. We
support other museum programs like
hearth cooking and maintain a demon-
stration Heritage Herb Garden at the
museum. So drop in anytime you're

always welcomed!
Heritage Farm at the Sargeant

Museum, 214 Fredericksburg Avenue,
Louisa, VA 

Coyote Hole Ciderworks 
Trivia every Thursday 
with Cider and BBQ

Thursdays: December 20th & 27th 
Featuring Brandon Hamilton's Trivia

and Coyote Hole Cider. 
Trivia starts at 6 PM sharp so come

early to get served and pick your seats
We open at 4 PM. Prize goes to the win-
ning team! 191 Smokery will be smok-
ing on site delicious BBQ. Come hun-
gry! #supportLocal #VACider

Coyote Hole Ciderworks 
225 Oak Grove Road  • Mineral •

(540) 894-1053

Mineral Farmer's Market
December 15th 9-2 pm

Finish your last minute Christmas
shopping and catch up with some of
your favorite MFM friendors at the first

Annual MFM Winter
Market!

Winter Market:
meats, jam, fudge,
honey, baked goods
& handmade crafts

Mineral VFW•
201 Louisa Avenue

Louisa Arts Center presents
December’63
Saturday, Jan 5, 2019 at 7:30 PM
Get your tickets Now!
December’ 63showcases all your
favorite songs from Frankie Valli
including the classics that have been
thrilling audiences for decades along
with the most popular singles from
the Broadway blockbuster musical, 
The Jersey Boys. Purcell Gallery and
Box Office Hours: 12 – 4 Tues – Fri
540-967-5200  •  Info 24/7 at
LouisaArts.org

Join Tim’s for Breakfast at

SANTA’S WORKSHOPSANTA’S WORKSHOP
December 15 8:30 AM- 12 PM

Children 10 & Under: $8.95 • Adults: $13.95
Price includes breakfast and a walk through of Santa’s Workshop with 

arts & crafts, face painting, and balloon animals. Bring your camera 
for a visit with Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus, and the elves!

Please make a reservation for Breakfast. We fi ll up fast!

Breakfast consists of bacon, eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, french 
toast sticks, pancakes, and fruit. Beverages not included.

www.timslakeanna.com
(540) 894-5011

200 Boardwalk Way Suite G
Mineral, VA 23117

 

 

 Party Favors 
Balloon Drop 

Complimentary  
Champagne Toast 

ONLY $10 Per Person 

The Bennie Dodd Band 

www.TavernOnTheJames.com 

Masquerade Ball 

$50 Gi� Card Prize for:  
Best Dressed Male 

Best Dressed Female 
Best Dressed Couple  

and Overall Best Mask 

Full page camera ready PDF color back page
Dec 7, 2018-Jan 10, 2019 Scottsville Monthly

Proof #1

EAA Chapter 231 Richmond Area will
 be offering FREE AIRPLANE RIDES to youth 
ages 8 through 17 on New Years Day 2019
 from 11am-2pm at Louisa County Airport.

 FREE AIRPLANE RIDES 

or call 
Barry 804-767-0376

Sign up at 231.eaachapter.org 
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New Years Day 
30

Spend your New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day 
with Tim’s at Lake Anna!

540-894-5011
200 G Boardwalk Way

Mineral, VA 23117

SHARE AN APPETIZER
Oysters Rockefeller, Oysters Casino, Blackened Ahi Tuna Bites, BBQ Bacon 

Wrapped Scallops, OR ANY CHOICE FROM GOLD OR SILVER PACKAGE
ENJOY A CUP OF SOUP

New England Clam Chowder OR Cream of Crab

CHOOSE A SALAD Garden OR Caesar
GRAB AN ENTRÉE

Twin Lobster Tails, 16 oz King Cut Prime Rib, Steak & Lobster 
(10 oz NY Strip w/ Lobster Tail),Snowcrab Legs & Steamed, Spiced Shrimp Combo 

(1 # each), King Surf-n-Turf (18 oz Porterhouse w/ choice of 1 Seafood item: Cluster 
Snowcrab legs, ¼ # Steamed Spiced Shrimp, 5 Jumbo Shrimp OR Crabcake) 

OR ANY CHOICE FROM GOLD OR SILVER PACKAGE

OR SHARE A LOBSTER NEW YEAR’S TRAY
1# Snowcrab Legs, ½ # Steamed Spiced Shrimp, 8 Mussels, 8 Clams, & 2 Lobster Tails

SHARE A DESSERT
Chocolate Mousse Cake, Key Lime Pie, Strawberry Cheesecake OR Strawberry Shortcake

SHARE AN APPETIZER
Bacon Wrapped Stuff ed Jalapenos, Shrimp Cocktail, Sea Crackers, Coconut 

Shrimp OR ANY CHOICE FROM SILVER PACKAGE

SHARE AN APPETIZER
Clams Casino, Shrimp Scampi, Crab Dip, Popcorn Shrimp, OR Sea Bites

ENJOY A CUP OF SOUP
New England Clam Chowder OR Cream of Crab

CHOOSE A SALAD Garden OR Caesar
GRAB AN ENTRÉE

Carribean Jerk Mahi Mahi, ,Chicken Royale, Crabcakes, Jumbo Shrimp, Scallops, 12 oz 
Prime Rib, 10 oz NY Strip, Cod, Rockfi sh, Fried Oysters, OR Snowcrab Legs & Steamed 

Spiced Shrimp Combo (1/2 # Each)
OR SHARE A STEAMER TRAY

2 # Snowcrab Legs, ½ # Steamed Spiced Shrimp
SHARE A DESSERT

Chocolate Mousse Cake, Key Lime Pie. Strawberry Cheesecake, OR Strawberry Shortcake

ALL ENTREES SERVED WITH GREEN BEANS & BAKED POTATO WITH LOADED TOPPINGS BAR

Beverages, Alcohol, Taxes & Gratuity are NOT included in pricing
**We do NOT off er an a la carte menu**

ENJOY A CUP OF SOUP
New England Clam Chowder OR Cream of Crab 

CHOOSE A SALAD Garden OR Caesar
GRAB AN ENTRÉE

Carribbean Jerk Mahi Mahi topped w/ Shrimp, 18 oz Porterhouse,Stuff ed Cod, 
Stuff ed Rockfi sh, Stuff ed Shrimp, Seafood Pasta, Shrimp Pasta, Southwest Chicken 
Pasta, Blackened Ahi Tuna Steak, NY Strip Surf-n-Turf (10 oz NY Strip w/ choice of 1 
seafood item: Cluster Snowcrab Legs,¼ # Steamed Spiced Shrimp, 5 Jumbo Shrimp, 

OR Crabcake) OR ANY CHOICE FROM SILVER PACKAGE

OR SHARE A NEW YEARS TRAY
2# Snowcrab Legs, ½ #Steamed Spiced Shrimp, 8 Mussels, and 8 Clams

SHARE A DESSERT
Chocolate Mousse Cake, Key Lime Pie, Strawberry Cheesecake OR Strawberry Shortcake

PLATINUM  $119 PER COUPLEPLATINUM  $119 PER COUPLE

GOLD  $99 PER COUPLEGOLD  $99 PER COUPLE

SILVER   $79 PER COUPLESILVER   $79 PER COUPLE

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
(540) 894-5011

info@� mslakeanna.com

Thank you for sharing your New Year’s Eve with the Tim’s Crew!
May your 2019 be blessed, healthy, and full of happiness!

2 EGG COMBO…..$9.25
Two eggs (fried or scrambled) with fruit, toast, fried potatoes & choice of bacon 
OR sausage

3 EGG COMBO…..$10.25
Three eggs (fried or scrambled) with fruit, toast, fried potatoes & choice of bacon 
OR sausage

STEAK-N-EGGS…..$15.25
8 oz sirloin & two eggs (fried or scrambled) with fruit, toast & fried potatoes

FRENCH TOAST…..$10.25 with fruit & choice of bacon OR sausage
WAFFLES…$10.25 with fruit & choice of bacon OR sausage

CHICKEN N Waffl  es…..$10.75 with fruit
SAUSAGE, BISCUITS, & GRAVY…..$9.75 with fruit

EGGS A LA TIM…$10.25
Two scrambled eggs with onion, peppers , bacon & cheese with fruit, toast & fried potatoes

SPECIALITY FRENCH TOAST OR WAFFLES…..$11.25
With fruit & choice of bacon OR sausage

Fresh Strawberry, Mango, Chocolate Mousse OR Strawberry B=Cream Cheese

EGGS BENEDICT WITH HOLLANDAISE…..$11.25
WITH FRUIT & FRIED POTATOES • Add Lump Crab OR Salmon…..$4

A LA CARTE

Bloody Mary Bar & Flavired Mimosas available to quench your thirst!

BREAKFAST 9-11:30 AM

Two Eggs…..$5                            Fruit…..$4                             Bacon Strips (3)…..$3

 Toast…..$2                        Sausage Pa�  es (2)…..$3                 Fried Potatoes…$3

Tim’s New Year’s Eve Menu Packages
PLATINUM  • GOLD  • SILVER
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Katy Pistole, founder of Beautiful Brokenness Ministries, with Scooter, one of her
six rescue horses. Photo by Linda Salisbury.

cooter’s chestnut coat glis-
tened in the morning sun
as he stood, without a bri-

dle or any restraint and watched Katy
Pistole. Scooter moved in any direction
Pistole indicated, including spinning,
trotting around her a number of times,
and then climbing on a wooden box in
the center of the ring on the Louisa
farm where the horses are boarded.

Their communication and bond are
especially remarkable given his back-
ground. Pistole rescued him more than
17 years ago when he was three and
had been beaten by his owner who did-
n’t understand horses. "Scooter had a
lot of fear when I bought him," she
said. Pistole only uses a relationship
building method of communication
called Natural Horsemanship and the
results are amazing to watch.

This relationship with Scooter and
her other horses is shared through
Pistole's ministry called Beautiful
Brokenness, which resonates with the
many people she has counseled
through the years. She demonstrated

the trusting relationship with Scooter
and said there is so much trust between
them that they could walk into the
woods together like friends without him
needing a halter. 

Pistole's horses come when she calls
their name, not for a reward, such as a
carrot, but to just be with her. It’s a
bond based on personal interaction.

She shares her faith and bond with
horses in her eight books. She wrote
her first book at age four and has had
six published for kids since 2003 in the
Sonrise Farm Series. Her most recent
book is "Jubilee: A Love Story," for an
older audience.

She serves as the executive director
of Beautiful Brokenness, a 501 (c) 3
nonprofit, and provides counseling and
Bible study classes online and in per-
son. She describes Beautiful
Brokenness as "a horse-themed disci-
pleship ministry that helps God's chil-
dren see who and whose they are."

Her experiences with horses provide
the metaphors for healing and develop-
ing a personal relationship with God,

S

Katy Pistole’s
Horse Ministry

By Linda Salisbury
Correspondent

Author Katy Pistole holds an armful of some of her books.
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she said. 
"Jesus has allowed horses to help me understand His amazing love and passion

for me and all His kids. He has used horses to help me experience the heart of The
Shepherd," Pistole said.

Her father, Sam Thomsen was named the first American Ambassador to the
Marshall Islands from 1987-90. In his career working for the State Department he
and the family had lived overseas for most of Pistole's life. She was born in
Alexandria, but the family moved to Vietnam in 1963 when she was six weeks old
but evacuated in 1965 when the violence escalated. Her father stayed behind and
was in the American Embassy in Saigon when it was blown up during an attack. He
was initially feared dead, but fortunately survived. 

She said she had always loved horses.
With occasional stays in the United States, the family then lived in Laos, then

Botswana and Nigeria. When Pistole was 12 and in Botswana, she received her first
horse, Black Jack. She had also been part of a church-going family without under-
standing God’s desire for relationship. That changed when Black Jack came down
with a fatal disease. Her parents and their friends offered to pray for the horse’s
recovery. When Pistole went to check on him the next day, he was fully cured. That
was a life-altering event, she said, to have such a personal experience with God. "I
knew then that there was a God. He was good, powerful and I've belonged to Him
ever since," she said. "I started enjoying church," she said.

Beautiful Brokenness is the story or rescue, redemption and reconciliation for
both animals and people. It's a story of working with both people and horses.

To learn more visit https://beautifulbrokenness.org/ or contact Pistole
through Katy@BeautifulBrokenness.org.

Crossword Answers  page 15

White Star, an Appaloosa comes when called by Katy Pistole.
. 

Rider Katy Pistole and Scooter appear to be mutually enjoying their demonstration
of Natural Horesemanship.



The Holiday Spirit Marches into Louisa
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

A pair of dinosaurs danced down Main Street to the delight of spectators.

Mica Springs Farm’s float featured characters from the myriad of horse-based fiction books. 

The Louisa County High School Marching Lions included a festive tuba.
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light drizzle did little to
dampen the number of spec-
tators or their enthusiasm as
colorful floats, mounted
equestrians, an assortment

of vehicles, volunteer organizations and
marching groups paraded down Main
Street as Louisa County ushered in the sea-
son with its annual Christmas Festival. The
Saturday, December 1 event centered
around Courthouse Square where vendors
catered to holiday shoppers and those
warming up with a cup of hot chocolate

Organized by Louisa County Parks,
Recreation and Tourism, the theme was
Christmas Stories and Characters.
Youngsters marveled at such entries as the
Grinch, The Nutcracker’s sugar plum
fairies, dancing dinosaurs and Louisa
County Animal Shelter dogs and handlers
who formed a Polar Express. 

All photos by Pat Wilson

A
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Lucy Peters was bundled up as her family watched the parade. 

See Holiday page 15

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook
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SONGS IN THE CELLAR

BROADWAY  
OUR WAY:  
A TEEN MUSICAL  
REVUE

FEB 8 – 17, 2019
DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY GERI CARLSON SAULS
MUSIC DIRECTION BY ERICA UMBACK
VOCAL DIRECTION BY NATALEE LOUISE MCREYNOLDS

 IN THE CELLAR
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ABOUT THE SHOW:
Our celebrated Songs in the Cellar cabaret series returns
with new songs, a new theme, and you guessed it: teens!
Talented teens are taking over the Cellar and bringing their
signature style and energy with this two weekend musical
revue! From classics to cutting edge, BROADWAY OUR
WAY is sure to delight musical theater lovers of all ages.

FEBRUARY 8-17, 2019
IN THE MAIN CELLAR
DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY GERI CARLSON SAULS
MUSIC DIRECTION BY ERICA UMBACK
VOCAL DIRECTION BY NATALEE LOUISE MCREYNOLDS
PRODUCED BY TRES WELLS

Tickets go on sale
January 15th!



FOR SALE

DOWNSIZING- MAKE OFFER: 2
above ground cemetery sites at
Monticello Memorial. Call (434) 466-
1114 or (434) 531-5560. 

BOOKS: make great gifts.  Give
Linda Salisbury’s “Bailey Fish
Adventure” series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups.  Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540) 895-
9093, or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com

CEMETERY SITES: Holly
Memorial Gardens and Monticello
Memory Gardens. Significant savings.
Call 434-295-1750.

HELP WANTED

FARM HELP: Seeking help for

work on Alpaca farm! Duties are: main-
taining grounds, fences and gates, ani-
mal care and handling. 20 hours per
week. Must be able to lift  50 pounds.
Will TRAIN! Palmyra, VA area. Please
call (434) 493-9921. 

DRIVERS: Barnes Transportation
Services is HIRING Class A-CDL
Drivers for DEDICATED RUNS
between Elkton, VA and Eastern PA.
Percentage pay with $1250 per week
guarantee! Must work at least FIVE
days! Plenty of freight. Two years expe-
rience and clean MVR required.
Contact Robin ASAP at (855) 493-
9921. 

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM COTTAGE: avail-
able after January 1, 2019.
$1000/per.mo. rent. Water, Electric &
Sewage included! 12 miles from
Pantops. 1 mile from Beaver Dam
Church. In Fluvanna County. Call (434)
962-5101, or (434) 979-4222. 

CENTURY 21 MONTICELLO
PROPERTIES: For current Home
Rentals Contact Genevieve Reilly
(434) 414-4453 or  (434) 589-7653
(office)  or email: monticelloproperties-
mgt@gmail.com.

SERVICES

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Road, (Rte 618) offers 2
convenient locations with both Climate

Controlled and Regular Units (24/7
availability), Locks, moving supplies,
U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Limited time offer: 10% off of any size
unite, some restrictions apply. Call
(434) 589-2222. 

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERV-
ICE: Reliable repair and tuning with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos at reasonable
prices.  Phone (540) 672-5388,
evenings, for all your piano needs. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Carpentry,
painting, power washing, gutter work,
fencing, tree work, re-seeding, fertiliz-
ing, mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for estimate 540-937-2144 or 540-
522-1662.

SPECIAL NOTICES

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS:
Do you know your Veterans Benefits?
We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans  Services:
https://www.Virginiaforveterans.com or
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov.  Need
Help?

Call 1(800) 827-1000 for Veterans
Affairs Benefits & Services or (434)
295-2782 for Appointment. 

WANTED

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
434-466-7968

RENTALS

HELP WANTED SPECIAL NOTICES

WANTED
SERVICES

FOR SALEHELP WANTED

14 • LOUISA LIFE • December 14, 2018 - January 17, 2019

Are you passionate about applying your skills to ensure the greatest quality of 
life possible for our fellow community members in need? If so The Arc urges 
you to consider opportunities within our organization. Our mission is to ensure 
full community inclusion and participation of people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities through the provision of high quality services and 
advocacy. Our vision is to remain the leading provider of services and 
advocacy for this deserving population. If you share these values we urge you 
to consider the following career opportunities:

We are eager to hear from qualifi ed candidates interested in working in 
Charlottesville, Crozet, Nelson and Louisa.  Additional detail for each vacancy 
(including schedules) may be viewed on the Employment page of our web site.

Direct Support Professionals – Residential, Day Support and 
In-Home Services (FT and PT)

 ** $600 Sign-On Bonus awarded to candidates hired into any part-time 
or full-time position in Residential Support Services. **

To see a full listing of all of our positions, to apply and to learn more 
about what The Arc is doing to support our community, 

please visit our web site at
 http://thearcofthepiedmont.org/ 

In addition to offering a challenging and rewarding experience The Arc also 
offers competitive compensation, paid training, and- for full time staff- an 

attractive benefi ts package which includes paid leave, health, dental and vision 
insurance, as well as life and long-term disability insurance, among other 

offerings. The Arc of the Piedmont is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Virginia Community Bank
50
McDonalds 50
Spring Creek Clubhouse
25
UVA Medical Park 50
Spring Creek Eye Care 25
Spring Creek Dentistry 25
Spectrum 25
Crossroads Animal Hospi-
tal 10
Martha Jefferson Spring
Creek 25
Zions Exxon 50
Crescent Inn 50
Burrus Market 50
Ferncliff Exxon 100 Box
Hadensville Market 100
Box
D'mores 50
Parrish Store 25
Gum Springs BP 50
Gum Springs Pit Stop 100
Box
33 Quick Mart 50 Box 
B&L Market 50 Box 
Elk Creek Store 50 Box 
Lake Anna Market 2

Long & Foster Realtors  15
Lake Anna Lodge 40
Asian Cafe 25
Vito's 50
Billikens BBQ 25
New Bridge Market 25
Lake Anna Realty 25
Dickensons Store 200 Box
Christopher Run Camp-
ground 100
Joe Joe's Subs 25
BB&T Bank 25
Johny's BP 100 Box 
Millers Market 300 Box
Mineral P. O. 300 Box
Virginia Community Bank
50
Bargain Barn 50 Box
Mineral Express 50 Box 
Gulf 50 Box 
Louisa County Library 25
Betty Queen Center 100
Medical Associates of
Louisa 50
Southern States 50
Dominos 100
Subway 150
Hunan Best 50

Food Lion 400
CVS 50
True Value 100
Sheets 200
Essex Bank 25
Louisa Arts Center 75
Baily's Drug 50
English Meadows Senior
Living 25
Hotinger Nursery 25
K&B Market 25
Shenandoah  Crossings
Office 25 Store 75
Barbecue Exchange 25
Inwood Restaurant 200
Mighty Mart 25
Holly's Store 100
Louisa P.O. 400
Panda Garden 100
Romas Box 150 Inside 150
Laundromat 50
Tres Portrillos 75
Walgreens 50
Pizza Hut 100
Louisa BP 25
Shoppers Value 300
B&R Market 25
Kersey' Store 25

Where can I pick up my Louisa Life? 

HELP WANTED

Fork Union Military Academy is seeking the following po-
sitions. Benefits include a retirement plan, health, den-
tal, life insurance and meals provided depending on
the shift. The Academy is a Christian male boarding
and day school that attracts students from more than
30 states and 15 foreign countries.  The Academy of-
fers our students a college preparatory curriculum in a
military-style environment. 

Cook and Utility Worker
Contact Dining Services (434) 842-4390

Housekeeper 
Commercial Experience Required 

Contact Maintenance (434) 842-4340

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT
FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY



Holiday from page 13

Mineral Christian School students and family.

Among the vendors at Courthouse Square, Make It Sew Beautiful featured 
a selection of gift options.

VDOT Louisa Residency showed off a snow plow painted by Moss-Nuckols
Elementary School students and staff. 

Real Answers
Real Help

FREE Pregnancy
Testing

24 Hours – Confidential
Free Limited Medical Services

www.virginiapregnancy.org

Answers to the  Crossword 
Puzzle from page 11
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It’s easy to advertise in Louisa Life!
Make it your New Year’s Resolution for your Business in 2019!

Contact Judi Price 
434-207-0223

judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
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Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours:  12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday
540-967-5200 • Tickets 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

★★ Friday, Feb 8 at 7:30 PM
Th e Seldom Scene is an American bluegrass band formed in 1971 
in Bethesda, Maryland. Th e Scene has been instrumental in starting 
the progressive bluegrass movement as their shows include bluegrass 
versions of country music, rock, and even pop. What does it take for a 
bluegrass band to remain popular for more than four decades? For the 
Seldom Scene, it’s taken not only talented musicians, a signature sound, 
and a solid repertoire, but also a sheer sense of fun.

★★ Th e Nerd
Directed by Eleanor Drew Perkinson 
Audition Date/Time: January 4, 2019 / 5:30pm 
Callback Date/Time: January 6, 2019 / 1:00pm 
Performance Dates: March 8 - 10, 2019 

William Cubbert, an unassuming young architect that lives in Terre Haute, Indiana, seems to have 
a relatively normal life.  He has his close friends Tansy and Axel, a good job even with his 
overbearing boss and tries to live carefree as possible. So, what happens when Rick Steadman, the 
man that saved William’s life in Vietnam arrives unexpectedly? Th e catch is that Rick and William 
have never met, so when Rick’s personality is revealed the chaos that ensues is almost more that 
William can stand. Experience what it is like to come face to face with “Th e Nerd.”
Additional Information: 
•Ages 20’s - 60’s are encouraged to audition. Prepare to read directly from the script. 
•Rehearsals will begin January 14 and continue weekdays from 6:30pm - 8:30pm.  
*Rehearsal schedule is subject to change depending on the availability of the actors. 

★★ Th e Living Last Supper
Directed by Eleanor Drew Perkinson 
Audition Date: January 26, 2019  
Performance Date: April 18 - 20, 2019 
“Th e Living Last Supper” brings to life an intimate portrayal of Jesus and
his disciples the night before he was crucifi ed. With a stunning
representation of the books of the bible and Leonardo da Vinci’s
masterpiece, Th e Last Supper, this play takes a closer look at the emotions
and passion of the men that followed Jesus and the realization of one’s

betrayal. Gather in the upper room and experience the Living Last Supper.
Additional Information
• Ages 20’s - 60’s are encouraged to audition. Prepare to read directly from the script. 
• Rehearsals begin in late March. Stay tuned for more details! 
 

★★ Friday, Feb 15 at 7:30 PM
   Whether it’s fi shing with Huckleberry Finn, or 
convincing his friends to whitewash Aunt Polly’s 
fence, nobody loves life more than the irascible 
Tom Sawyer.  Th en one night in a spooky 
graveyard, Tom and Huck stumble upon a deadly 
secret.  Will they be able to save Muff  Potter from 
the treacherous Injun Joe before it’s too late?
   Join Tom and Huck on the most exciting
 adventure of their life, where they learn that 
man’s greatest treasure is the gift  of friendship.
   Th is production is brought to you by the Louisa 
County Rotary Foundation.

In the TheaterIn the Theater

Seldom Scene – Tickets $35 - 37

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Tickets $10 - 20

Eleanor Roosevelt - Across a Barrier of Fear – Tickets $10Eleanor Roosevelt - Across a Barrier of Fear – Tickets $10

★★ Sunday, Feb 24 at 2:00 PM
Eleanor Roosevelt (1884 - 1962) was at one time 
the most loved woman in the world, and the most 
despised.  She was an aristocrat who championed the 
rights of workers, a mother who believed in “vision 
and bigness of soul,” the author of books and
magazine columns, the wife of four-time President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and a diplomat and tireless 
worker for universal human rights.  Nevertheless, she 
began life as an “ugly duckling,” painfully shy and 
lonely.  Our play tells how she ultimately achieved 
greatness, “across a barrier of fear.”

Audi t i ons !Aud i t i ons !

In the GalleryIn the Gallery
Student Show/Celebrating Young Artists!Student Show/Celebrating Young Artists!

The Louisa Arts Center is pleased to announce that the current show The Louisa Arts Center is pleased to announce that the current show 
in the Purcell Gallery features Louisa County Public School Students in the Purcell Gallery features Louisa County Public School Students 

from Kindergarten through 12th grade. The Purcell Art Gallery is open from Kindergarten through 12th grade. The Purcell Art Gallery is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 12-4pm.Tuesday through Friday from 12-4pm.

This show will run from November 30th, 2018 to January 15, 2019. This show will run from November 30th, 2018 to January 15, 2019. 
Venue: Louisa Arts Center • Free On-Site Parking AvailableVenue: Louisa Arts Center • Free On-Site Parking Available
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