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ORANGE SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS
SPRING PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE:

★ Company Showcase: 
May 6 - 2:00pm … PVCC – Charlottesville, Va

★ Musical Theatre Showcase:
May 16 & 17 - 7:00pm … OSPA Firehouse Theatre

★ Spring Recital:
June 2 - 12:00pm … OCHS – Orange, Va

★ 25th Anniversary Showcase - Outdoor Performance:
June 2 - 7:30pm … Taylor Park *Spotswood Pavilion* – Orange, Va

For Ticket Info Call: 540-672-9038 Or Email Us: orangeschoolofperformingarts@gmail.com

Visit our website: www.ospa.net

FRIDAY - APRIL 27 (AGES 8-10) .............. 5-8:00pm
SATURDAY - APRIL 28 (AGES 14-18) ..... 9-12:00noon

SATURDAY - APRIL 28 (AGES 11-13) ..... 1-4:00pm

OSPA COMPANY AUDITIONS!!

mailto:orangeschoolofperformingarts@gmail.com
http://www.ospa.net
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tion price of $40 per year. Please mail a check and a note
with your name and address to:  Louisa Life Subscriptions
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Submissions, tips, ideas, etc.: Louisa Life encour-
ages submissions and tips on items of interest to Louisa
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illegal to discriminate because of elderliness (age 55
and over). This publication will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate which is in vio-
lation of the law. All real estate advertised in this
paper is available on an equal opportunity basis.

Next advertising deadline: May 16 for the May 25 -
June 28, 2018 issue.
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In 1836 Mary Frances Hines, a
Cherokee, was born in Louisa County.

She is now part of the county's historical
trail. (Photo provided by historical 

society) No 7

LouisaLife

Chiles Wins Business of the Year

He picked the lawnmover over
the go-cart

By Linda Salisbury
Correspondent

Wesley Chiles stands next to a company truck parked at his Ellisville Drive office location. All photos by Linda Salisbury.
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hen Louisa native Wesley W.
Chiles began mowing lawns at
age 10 for an elderly woman his
mother knew, it would have been
hard to imagine that before he
was old enough to drive, he

would own a thriving business and would be hiring
adults as subcontractors. 

But not surprisingly, now at 26, his company was
named the Lake Anna Business Partnership's "Business
of the Year for 2018."

Chiles Enterprises LLC, employs 13 full-time team
members off season, and another 10 or so seasonally.
Chiles has major contracts for landscaping, lawn and
tree services in Central Virginia, including at Dominion
Energy's nuclear power plant at Lake Anna, and it pro-
vides services to residential customers as well. It's a
major success for a small boy, who worked hard and
overcame setbacks, such as when his first riding mower
caught fire and was destroyed.

His family roots on both sides are deep within the
area. Grandfather W.W. Chiles had a honey business and
lawn service in nearby Gordonsville. He died when
Wesley was three, but stories about him were an inspira-
tion to the child.

Chile's first customer was Miss Ward, the grandmoth-
er of a classmate at Trevilians Elementary school. He
rode his bike and used a big push-mower at her place
every other week, earning $35 per cut. He wanted to use
the money to buy a go-kart (many of his friends had
them), but his parents needed financial help, so he con-
tributed his earnings to the household income. When
their situation improved after two years, they gave him
back what he had contributed for bills. 

See Chiles page 7

W

Businessman Wesley Chiles at age 12 next to his first riding lawn
mower that caught fire two years later. He wears his Lawn

Enforcement Officer cap. (Photo provided)

mailto:valleyeditor1@gmail.com
mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:edee@fluvannareview.com
mailto:valleyeditor1@gmail.com
mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
mailto:valleyeditor1@gmail.com
mailto:edee@fluvannareview.com


 By Linda Salisbury

Correspondent
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new trail through Louisa 
County is beckoning and will 
soon be accessible from the 
comfort of home, car, offi ce 

or school in early summer.
It’s the Louisa Digital History Trail, par-

tially funded by a $7,150 grant from the 
Virginia Tourism Commission, and is part 
of a new statewide program called “Ameri-
can Evolution.” Locally, the trail, with 50 
stops, is being organized by Elaine Taylor, 
program advisor with the Louisa County 
Historical Society’s Sargeant Museum and 
an advisory committee. The 50 sites help 
tell Louisa’s part in shaping our new de-
mocracy.
Taylor said that “2019 marks the 400th 

anniversary of some important milestones 

Program advisor Elaine Taylor works on the Louisa Digital History Trail project at the 

Sargeant Museum. Photo by Linda Salisbury.
 A photo of a woman favoring women’s right to vote is one of the pieces of history on 

Louisa’s Digital History Trail. (Photo provided by historical society)

 Digital 
Trail 

Tells of 
Louisa’s 

Rich 
History

 Cover Story

The digital trail will showcase women, including these homemakers who were members of the Quail Home Demonstration Club 

in the 1940s. (Photo provided by historical society)



  April 27- May 24, 2018•  LOUISA LIFE • 5 

See Digital page 6 

in Virginia’s  history; the fi rst representative legislative assembly in the New World, 
the arrival of the fi rst recorded Africans to English North America, the recruitment 
of English women in signifi cant numbers, the fi rst offi cial English Thanksgiving in 
North America, and the entrepreneurial and innovative spirit of the Virginia colony.”

Called the “Give Me Liberty Trail,” the digital trail through the county will recognize 
people, places and events, many of them not widely known, or no longer visible to 
the public. 

Among them, is the place where Patrick  Henry lived in his home “Roundabout,” 
John Mercer Langston’s birthplace, the 1700s Quaker Meeting House, and an archae-
ological site where there is much evidence of an early Native American settlement.

TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
TO HELP YOU ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

PROMOTING YOUR HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS ALL YEAR ROUND! 

Louisa Office Hours
M, W, & F  8–11 am | T & TH  3–6 pm
Palmyra Office Hours
M, W,  F  noon–6 pm | T & TH  8–noon |  SAT  9 am–11am

DrRickWells.com
540-748-2026 
506 E. Main St. 
Louisa

RickWellsDC.com
434-589-8005

TIONS

34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

It’s Time for Spring Cleaning!

ZOOM!
PHILIPS Professional Teeth Whitening

Brighter, Whiter  Smile!

it’s Finally Friday

concerts in the park

http://www.springcreekdentist.com
http://www.cvilleteeth.com


Digital from page 5

A photo of Barbara Tinsely, provided by the Louisa County Historical Society, is part
of the digital trail's remembrance of contributions of African Americans. 

Elaine Taylor, LCHS program advisor talks about the Michie House located on the
grounds of the Sargeant Museum.

Other sites will include the location of a the Melungeon Community (a tri-racial
community (white, African-American and Indian) near what is now the Shenandoah
Crossing resort; 11 highway marker stops that are relevant to the American
Evolution theme; locations and information about the African-American schools;
sites of several slave-holding plantations; sites of homes of several of Virginia's
founding fathers, the museum, and more. 

The trail will also include the familiar stories of Louisa County's rich history
including Jack Jouett's ride to warn Founding Fathers of the British attempt to cap-
ture them; Garlandtown, representing a community of freed blacks before and after
the Civil War; the birthplace of Henry "Box" Brown, mills, and the old Maddox store
where the first women in the county registered to vote three months before the 19th
amendment was ratified.

The Give Me Liberty Trail takes its name from Patrick Henry's famed 1775
speech in Richmond. He was once Louisa County's representative to the House of
Burgess. 

Two years ago, through the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, the historical
society received another grant for a project titled "If it Takes a Hundred Years: the
Journey of Women and African-Americans in Louisa County Virginia 1865-1970.” 

The digital trail will allow visitors to click on information and pictures of each site
to help tell the story of Louisa County's past, which often fits into state and nation-
al history. 

It will also highlight places that tourists might eat or visit, such as galleries, shops
or the county's arts center, if they drive to Louisa County to physically follow the
trail. The digital sites will link to the historical society's digital archive, and accord-
ing to the grant application, "will educate visitors about the stirrings of self-govern-
ment." It will focus on how tribal identities were lost through intermarriage and will
deal with tough topics such as slavery and segregation, and bring facts to light. For
example, "By 1860, 60 percent of the population (of Louisa County) was enslaved,
and 62 percent of the households were slave-owning," according to the historical
society. 

Taylor said that grants were given to localities to "try to encourage each to pull
together their story of local history." And new stories keep coming as volunteers
search records, court cases and deeds. One recently uncovered snippet of history
involves Thomas Jefferson's attempted defense of "Indian Ben" to gain his freedom
from the Belsches when the law changed and make enslaving Indians illegal. By law
Indians were not allowed to be enslaved. Jefferson notes that Ben's grandmother
was an Indian, probably about 6 or 7 when she was purchased, and at the time of
the court case was about 68. Jefferson wanted to know "whether an old act making
Indians slaves was in force when the grandmother was sold. If there should be an
appeal in this case I am to appear for pl. (plaintiff)."

She said that there has been a broad base of community support and assistance
for the project. The advisory committee includes Chris Peterson, president of the
Louisa County Historical Society, Regina Cook, executive director of the Louisa
County Chamber of Commerce; Greg Jones, president of  Louisa County NAACP;
plus Tabethia Chiles, tourism and special events coordinator, and James Smith,
director, both of the Louisa County  Louisa County Department of Parks, Recreation,
and Tourism.

In addition to various promotional events and activities by the chamber, the
NAACP plans to have materials about the digital trail available at its first African-
American Culture Awareness Festival to be held Saturday, Aug. 25, at Moss-Nuckols
School.

Louisa County will no longer as a place to just drive through. This rural com-
munity's rich history and contemporary offerings will be easily accessible. For
more information www.louisacounty.com/ToursTrails
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Chiles from page 3

A Chiles Enterprises LLC driver is ready to haul a load of mulch.

Chiles Enterprises LLC also provides snowplowing services. Chiles checks 
equipment.

Chiles stands in front of his office and a storage barn.
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At 12 he bought a Cub Cadet riding mower from Lowe's. With it, Chiles was able
to pick up additional clients and his income continued to rise. But disaster struck
when the mower caught fire while he was bagging leaves on the property of a fire-
man, who had just left for work. Although the fire department quickly arrived, it was
too late, and Chiles, then 14, remember standing there in tears "seeing my hopes
and dreams go up in flames."

The father of a classmate, who had an engine repair shop in Zion Crossroads,
came to the rescue. The mower couldn't be repaired, but Mr. Whitely thought it was
the fault of the manufacturer and was able to get a store credit for a replacement.
Thanks to this man's help, Chiles was able to replace the equipment with a zero-
turn mower and an 18-foot landscape trailer. He had his eyes on a truck to pull the
trailer, but he was only 14 and didn't have his learner's permit; a friend test drove
it for him. He had to take an $8,000-$9,000 loan, through his father. But he paid it
off as promised, and at 16, when he got his driver's license, he bought a 34 horse-
power tractor with a bush-hog attachment. Friends and teachers worked for him,
including Mike Hopkins, his ag teacher, as a subcontractor for excavating.

A senior at Louisa High School in 2010, Chiles was in a quandary. He excelled
academically but wasn't sure he wanted to go to college. He had a growing business
and loved it. Fortunately, a representative of Virginia Tech's two-year Agricultural
Technology program in turf and landscape management encouraged him to apply.
To stay on top of his business, he came home every weekend, and applied what he
was learning about turf, landscaping, horticulture, business and technology.

As part of his internship, he worked with a landscaping supply wholesaler, and
became familiar with products such as fertilizers. Later, as customers asked him
what they should use in their yards, he opened a retail side of his enterprise.

After finishing his two-year course, he continued his education at Piedmont
Virginia Community College.

As his business continues to grow and expand, Chiles said he plans to open a sec-
ond site on the Louisa side of Lake Anna. He is outgrowing his Ellisville Drive loca-
tion just outside of the town of Louisa.

He also realized in recent years that he needed learn to delegate responsibility
rather than take it all on himself. He wanted to be able to spend time with his wife,
Tabethia, whom he married in March 2017. Delegating was difficult. He had always
been in charge, ever since he was 10 and having to prove himself to adults. But he
has a good team and works closely with them to set high standards based on his
deep Christian faith. Each week begins with a team meeting involving prayer and
setting goals for the week. It involves treating people well, based on Christ's exam-
ple.

Community is also important. Chiles is a member of LABP, and always buys an
auction item at the county Ag Fair to support the Future Farmers of America (he was
a member as a youngster); and his church, Louisa Baptist. He and his wife are on
the board of Young Life, and he serves on the advisory board of Louisa High School's
Career and Technical Education. He's proud that he had a major role in CTE's new
apprenticeship program. He played a major role in funding and hiring of the CTE
coordinator and assistant coordinator and will soon have one of the students work-
ing with him.

He's also on the board of the Louisa County Chamber of Commerce.
In 2014, he was named Virginia Tech's "Outstanding Recent Alumnus."
If he weren't busy enough, he's taking online classes at Liberty University, where

his wife earned two degrees, to prepare for the Christian ministry.
He also helps prep the garden plots for Louisa's Downtown Garden, and his com-

pany planted one.
It’s probably not a life that the young boy envisioned, but in the end, the lawn-

mower turned out to be a better investment that the go-kart.
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mineral Beautifacation Festival
We organized the festival to bring atten-

tion to and show pride for the Town of
Mineral and its surrounding areas.

April 28, 2018
9AM – 1PM (Rain or Shine)
Mineral Farmer’s Market Field
Through education and advocacy, we

hope to encourage stewardship of the Town
and community. By supporting local grow-
ers and craftspeople, we’re creating a new
income opportunity for area growers and
craftspeople and offering consumers top-
quality locally grown plants, produce and
local craft work at a convenient location.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
May 12 2018 9 am to 1 pm Walton Park

Heritage Day Set for April 28
Contributed by Tabethia Chiles, Louisa

County Parks, Recreation and Tourism
Louisa County Historical Society in part-

nership with Louisa County Parks,
Recreation & Tourism (LCPRT) proudly pres-
ents the annual Heritage Day event sched-
uled on Saturday, April 28th from 10:00
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Sargeant Museum
in Louisa.

Join the Historical Society as they bring
Louisa County history to life by celebrating

our culturally diverse past, present and future! Spectators will see what life in Louisa
County was once like as they step back in time through live demonstrations of a
School Marm, Tobacconist, Spinster, Weaver, Woodworker, 18th Century
Hunter/Storyteller, Draft Horses, Hearth Cooks, a Buffalo Solider and Horse, Duelists,
Native American Basket Weaver, Wilderness Hide Tanner, Blacksmiths, Herbalists:
natural dyeing, Gardener, and the Palas Athena Civil War Sanitary Commission.
Special interactive fun for the children will include: Making Corn Husk Dolls, Basket
and Bracelet Weaving, Playing Period Games, a Barrel Train Ride, Spinning and
Carding Wool, Learning about a Telegraph and Needle Work.

There will also be craft/artisan and food vendors on-site selling some wonderful
homemade items! If you are interested in becoming a vendor please contact,
Tabethia Chiles at Louisa County Parks, Recreation and Tourism for more informa-
tion. This family event is free to the public! For more information, please contact
Louisa County Historical Society at Louisahistory@verizon.net

The Spring Thing
April 28-29
The Lake Anna Business Partnership will host The

Spring Thing April 28-29, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in
front the New Bridge Landing Food Lion at Lake Anna.
The Spring Thing event includes vendor tables, a food
collection drive, and on Sunday, a town hall discussion
with county supervisors and a popular, annual corn-

GUESTS WELCOME
Sunday, May 6 -- Wednesday, May 9

SUNDAY MORNING &
REVIVAL SPEAKER: Rev. Roger Roller

of the Roger Roller Evangelistic Association
www.rroller.org

Unity Service
Sunday, May 6 at 10:30 a.m. 
Luncheon to follow Service

Louisa Baptist Church
305 East Main Street

Louisa, VA 23093

Gospel Music Concert
with Billy Hodges
to follow luncheon

Child Care Provided

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Evening Sessions
6:30 pm

Antique Farm Equipment • Classic Autos & Trucks • Arts & Crafts • Demos & Exhibits 
Kids’ Activities • Contests • Great Food • Live Music • And Much More!

Saturday, May 5 9 -4 

Adults $8  CASH ONLY
Children 12 & UNDER FREE

VISIT www.oldfarmday.org FOR 
THE COMPLETE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS & VENDORS!
Celebrating the 22nd Anniversary of Old Farm Day

PL
EA

SA
NT GROVE PARK  RT. 53, PALMYRA VA 

       
    R

AIN OR SHIN
E NO PETS P

LE
ASE

OLD FARM DAY

mailto:Louisahistory@verizon.net
http://www.rroller.org
http://www.oldfarmday.org
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hole tournament. 
LAPD also begins its monthly Sunset Concert Series on April 28 from 5-9:30

p.m. at the Anna Point Pavilion. For information http://www.visitlakeanna.org
Both events are free to the public.

20th Annual Mother-Son Dance
LCPRT invites the moms of Louisa to spend the

day with their son! Our 20th Annual Mother-Son
Dance is the Saturday after Mother's Day so you
can celebrate this special holiday with your
favorite little man! Go out to dinner or do whatev-
er you choose to make this an extra-special day
just for the two of you. Then, join us for this mem-
orable Mother-Son Dance. Sons, grandsons, and

nephews can treat the special ladies in their lives to an evening of fun and dancing.
Sorry, NO DADS allowed at this event! Boys must be between the ages of 5 and

13. Refreshments will be served.
Professional photographs will be taken at 7 p.m. by TSS Photography. Packages

available to pick-up that night. Purchases by cash or credit card only.
Reservations are required by May 17th.  
$12/couple and $5/each additional son with the same mother. 
Saturday, May 19, 2018
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Betty Queen Center
522 Industrial Drive 
Louisa, VA 23093

It's Finally Friday: Concerts in the Park Series
It may not seem like it right now, but we promise warm

weather is on it's way; before you know it, Summer will be
here! As usual, we have some great music events planned
for you and your family to enjoy. These family-friendly
concerts are FREE and will feature a variety of musical
styles as well as local talent. Not only do we have great

music scheduled at these events, but we have lots of activities to keep the kids enter-
tained. Everyone is sure to have a great time!

If you are a band who is interested in performing at either our May 25th or
June 29th dates, please contact us at tourism@louisa.org with your band's
information. Series: May 25th, June 29th & July 20th 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Walton Park
in Mineral.

Saturday
May 5th

8 am-2 pm

Furniture, Household Goods, 
Clothing, Toys & Treasures

Christ Episcopal
Church

310 N. High Street

(corner of N. High and
W. Baker Streets)

Gordonsville

 

Over 60 Homes

Enter at Spring Creek
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At the face painting booth, sports fan Wyatt Ritchie, a first grader at Trevilians ES,
sat quietly while LCHS senior Taylor Wendell paints footballs.

Schools

he projects of middle school art teacher Gail Carlin were among the
work displayed in the gymnasium and hallways as Louisa County
Public Schools celebrated its annual Arts Festival on Saturday, April
14. Visitors enjoyed hands-on activities including wilderness weaving

and paper bird construction as well as relaxed in the forum to watch various cho-
rus, instrumental and theater arts performances. The annual event, organized by the
school system’s seven art teachers, is an outgrowth of Youth Art Month and Music
in Our Schools, both national endeavors. The countywide effort promotes art edu-
cation with this year’s emphasis on creating awareness and sensitivity to nature and
the environment. 

Carlin took a unique approach to the theme. On an early spring day that she
admits was still a bit chilly, Carlin took her eighth-grade art students into the fields
behind the school to photograph nature.

“We had been studying the work of Andy Goldsworthy who uses natural mate-
rials found in the environment in his art,” she said. “Inspired by him, the students
collected and arranged tree cones, dried grasses, berries, leaves and other items
then photographed their arrangements. I emphasized that nature would eventually
destroy their work, but the photographs would capture memories.”

In a separate project, Carlin had her seventh-grade student research Photo Ark,
a Joel Santore documentary project centering on capturing photographs of approxi-
mately 8,000 endangered species before each might become extinct. The instruc-
tor then had her students draw specific animals or birds that appealed to their hopes
for needed preservation. Results displayed in a hallway ranged from tropical birds
and wolves to pandas and elephants.

Inspired By Nature 
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

T

The Louisa County High School Musical Ensemble gave a preview of two songs from the upcoming performances of
Fiddler on the Roof to be held in the schools’ Alan Jackson Theater on Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 28 at 7 p.m.
with a matinee on Sunday, April 29 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $15 (reserved seating) or $10 (general admission). Tickets will
be available at the door prior to all performances. 
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Crossword Answers  page 15

Andie MacDougall, a seventh grade LCMS art student, selected pandas after the
class studied the work of an endangered species, photographer.

Winnie Massie seems fascinated as her father Sam attaches wings and a tail to a
red bird.

Benjamin and Scarlett Ramierz posed in front of the Gnome house and garden, 
created by Jouett ES staff under the direction of art teacher April Lee. 



ike Gillespie credits the mem-
bers of the Central Virginia
Blacksmith Guild for perking
his interest in shaping iron
into intricate designs for prac-

tical or ornamental use.  But, the metal-
smith has honed his skills to working with
other metals, for the most part steel, cop-
per and aluminum.

“The guild welcomed me and members
were always willing to show me different
techniques. They don’t hide their secrets
and share knowledge and openly demon-
strate,” he said. “I began working with my
few tools and added equipment when I
could afford to.”

The artisan took several blacksmithing
and metalworks courses. At one weekend
class while using various chisels, punches
and other specially designed tools,
Gillespie sent 15 hours to complete a six-
inch fish. He emphasized that although he
worked with a two-dollar piece of metal,
the time to complete the one-of-a-kind
item was extensive and limited sales
potential.

“It’s not an item you would usually sell at a farmers’ market,” he said with a grin.
But, as he watched and listened, Gillespie learned to duplicate the items which

the blacksmiths were fashioning, such as various style hooks and flag holders. He
then returned to his home east of the Yanceyville community and added his person-
al touch. Next, the artisan expanded his heated workshop and purchased more
equipment. Over the past two decades Gillespie has turned what was once a hobby
into a business, Expert Metalworks. He was first attracted to specializing in a diver-
sity of metals because of the hands-on quality of the personalized workmanship.

M

People

Giving Metals a
Different Twist

By Pat Wilson
Correspondent
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See Metal Man page 14

Mike Gillespie combines metals and techniques in the steps to create a large flower
garden ornament which he will secure to a rebar stake. Photos by Pat Wilson.

Wall hangings featuring water
scenes with cranes are popular at arts

and craft shows.

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

Presents:

This ain’t your mama’s puppet show!
This musical comedy tells the story

of a recent college grad named
Princeton, who moves into a

shabby New York apartment all the
way out on Avenue Q. A tale any
adult can relate to, Princeton and his

newfound friends struggle to find jobs, dates,
and their ever-elusive purpose in life. Filled with naughty, 

gut-busting humor and a witty, catchy score, Avenue Q is a
truly unique show that has quickly become a favorite for

audiences everywhere. Winner of the Tony “Triple Crown” for
Best Musical, Best Score, and Best Book, Avenue Q is part

flesh, part felt, and a whole lot of heart. 

Rated R
Contains Explicit Language 

and Adult Content
Mature Audiences Only

http://www.fourcp.org
mailto:4countyplayers@gmail.com
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Summer CampsSummer Camps
FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY

June 15-17 • Ages 5-14 • Boys

Coming July 2019 • Ages 10-14 • Boys & Girls*

July 8-12 • Ages 7-17 • Boys & Girls*

July 16-20 • Ages 10-14 • Boys

For more information, 
visit athletics.forkunion.com  

or call 434-842-4281

*Girls can only be day-campers



Metal Man  from page 12

“I knew I wanted to step outside my
comfort zone and create my own
designs and techniques. I never wanted
to just make what I saw someone else
do,” he said. “A lot of the work can’t be
done by large machines, but simply by
using a hammer, forge or other small
equipment or tools. I often call on my
welding experience.”

Gillespie’s entrepreneur skills came
from past experiences operating a busi-
ness that made small animal cages as
well as owning a nursery that sold
plants, both of which he wholesaled.

“It was hard to compete against big-
ger businesses, but some of the sup-
plies and tools I had acquired I can use
with the metals,” he said.

A recent addition to his workshop is
a computer-based plasma cutter.
Gillespie can program the outline he
desires, such as petals for a flower, and
then adjust the shape, size and number
of the items to be cut. He even built a
separate room within the workshop to
house the steel plate and cutting device
as well as isolate the dust byproduct.

Painting presented another chal-
lenge. He employs various methods
from spray cans to airbrushing with
acrylics, enamels, high density enamel
stains, patina finishes and other special
formulas. For intricate work, Gillespie
has used Q-tips. Paints or finishing coat-
ings must be adjusted with solvents to

apply smoothly and prevent running or
buckling. Air temperature must be with-
in a certain range. He admits to being
self-taught and to an assortment of
small sample pieces of metal that are
“messed up” but provided a learning
situation.

Not content with just painting his
pieces, Gillespie has added a scarred
metal effect to his talents. The textur-
ing, using a sander or torch, forms his
desired pattern to emphasize such
details as veins on a petal or scales on a
fish. Additionally, a 155-pound power
hammer can save the arm fatigue of
using the blacksmith’s typical anvil and
hammer when a distressed look is
desired. 

“Combined with paint, texturing
makes the metals appear softer and
shinier,” he said.

Gillespie’s work is diverse to meet
the sales potential to his customers.
But, it was perhaps attending flower
and garden shows that led him to con-
centrate on floral designs. Taking his
skills from two to three dimensions has
resulted in garden stakes with numer-
ous sized flowers that whirl in a breeze.
An additional part of his stock is color-
ful textured steel flowers. Each is set on
a rod and attached to a base that will
allow it to be placed in a garden or by a
water feature. Larger flowers will be
attached to rebar posts for stability

when inserted in the ground. Other gar-
den pieces range from whimsical flying
pigs and intricate bees to welcome
signs featuring waterfowl or birds. He
still does hooks but adds hand-painted
birds for a unique look.  

A separate interest finds Gillespie
digging through a friend’s scrap metal
lot. Calling the finished products “junk
yard art,” Gillespie has used his imagi-
nation to create pumpkins out of horse-
shoes, robots out of car parts, a praying
mantis from fragmented metals and a
cat face incorporated in a farm imple-
ment. Again, these are examples of his
preference to do three dimensional and
one-of-a-kind work.

Although Gillespie has a website
(www.expertmetalworks.com), his pre-
dominant sales are at arts and craft
shows, garden shows and other festi-
vals. From late April through December,
he and his wife, Linda, will travel
throughout Virginia and intermittently
into adjoining states to attend high-end
juried events which can last from one to
four days. Occasionally, they attend
local activities and will open the season
with a booth at the Mineral
Beautification Festival scheduled for
Saturday, April 28, at Walton Park.

Gillespie attempts to select events
that do not feature an abundance of
vendors selling “cookie-cutter” metal
items. Spring and prior to the Christmas

holidays are the strongest times for
sales. His biggest concern is commit-
ting to a show and then having the
weekend ruined with rain or extreme
cold weather.

The couple’s truck tows a trailer
filled with pieces that Gillespie has cre-
ated over the winter months. Setting up
his tent, tables and display takes sever-
al hours, so if the show is more than an
hour or two away, he likes to arrive the
day prior to the event.

“I return to shows where I have done
well in past years and select other
events that are often suggested by other
vendors,” he said. “One of my best
shows is a garden and plant show in
Alexandria.”

Attention to detail and pride in his
finished work contribute to Gillespie’s
desire to search out new items and per-
fect their appearance.

“I want my work to be something
that makes a person smile,” he said
then added with a grin. “The downside
of my business is that the pieces clien-
tele buy don’t wear out. So, I have to
come up with new ideas.”

The artisan is willing to discuss
customized commission work and
can be contacted at sales@expert-
metalworks.com.
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A former nurseryman, Mike Gillespie still has a passion for flowers including tex-
tured steel ones in a myriad of colors.

Three-dimensional bugs are created out of scrap metal.
A power hammer gives a piece a distressed look as well as eases the physical work

normally done by hammer on anvil.

http://www.expertmetalworks.com
mailto:sales@expert-metalworks.com
mailto:sales@expert-metalworks.com
mailto:sales@expert-metalworks.com


EVENTS
MINERAL BAPTIST CHURCH:

having fund raiser for a Christ-cen-
tered, “The Journey Home” transitional
home being built in Louisa County.
Come for Dinner at 6 p.m. and  Live
Auction at 7 p.m. on May 12, at  51
Louisa Ave., Mineral, VA 23117. Dinner
tickets $20 per person in advance.
Silent Auction online May 1 to 10, at
The Journey Home Mineral Facebook
page. Questions? Call Nadine Garvin
(757) 274-5214 or
email:ngarvin95@gmail.com

LOUISIA COMMUNITY EMER-
GENCY FUND,INC: Holding 4th.
Annual BBQ Throwdown on June 2,
2018 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Betty
Queen Center, 522 Industrial Drive,
Louisa, VA 23093. Fitzgerald Barnes
will provide his famous ‘pig on a plat-
ter’. Sides in competition include cole
slaw, beans, cornbread, and dessert!
Advance Tickets $10, or $12 at the
door. Questions? (540) 894-0239. 

FOR SALE
DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate, 9 -Ton

Crush Run @ $150., 9 -Ton #57 @
$235., 14 -Ton #57 @ $320., 14 -Ton
Crush @ $200. Granite also available.
Includes delivery and *tailgate spread.
Call (434) 420-2002. 

BOOKS: make great gifts. Give
Linda Salisbury’s “Bailey Fish
Adventure” series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups.  Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540) 895-
9093, or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory

Gardens. Significant savings. Call 434-
295-1750.

HELP WANTED
OPTOMETRIC OFFICE   
OPTICAL/OPTICIAN   F/T OR P/T
Energetic team player for busy

Optometric Office.  Strong computer
experience needed.EHR and Eyecare
and Optical experience needed.
Preference given to qualified appli-
cants who live in Fluvanna or near
Lake Monticello. EOE.

Fax resume to 434.591.0111 or
email to reception@weisseyes.com or
call 434.591.0262

RENTALS
CENTURY 21 MONTICELLO

PROPERTIES: For current Home
Rentals Contact Genevieve Reilly
(434) 414-4453 or  (434) 589-7653
(office)  or email: monticelloproperties-
mgt@gmail.com.

SERVICES
TRAINING FOR CPR/FIRST AID:

Receive American Heart Association
Certifications in CPR, First Aid and
AED training. For your local AHA
Instructor, call (434) 962-2401. 

PAINTING, INTERIOR & EXTERI-
OR: also Tin Roofs, Fences, Decks
stained, Gutter Cleaning, power wash-
ing. 40 years experience! Call Russell
at (434) 962-6484 or (434) 296-3146. 

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERV-
ICE: Reliable repair and tuning with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos at reasonable
prices.  Phone (540) 672-5388,

evenings, for all your piano needs. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Carpentry,
painting, power washing, gutter work,
fencing, tree work, re-seeding, fertiliz-
ing, mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for estimate 540-937-2144 or 540-
522-1662.

SPECIAL NOTICES
LOOKING FOR FAMILY: McCoy

Anderson, Married – Gussie May
Brooks, 

Son – William McCoy Anderson,
Son – Wiley Sylvester Anderson.
Please contact: Grandson – Victor
McCoy Anderson, 216 Darby Road,
Yorktown, VA 23693. Phone (757) 869-
0377 L/M .  

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS:
Do you know your Veterans Benefits?
We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans Services:
www.Viginiaforveterans.com. Need
Help? Visit us at Louisa County
Government Building, 1 Woolfolk
Avenue. On 1st. and 3rd. Wednesdays
of the month – from 1 p.m. to 3:30- p.m.
For an appointment, call Pam Zirkle,
VSR, at (434) 295-2782 or email:
pamela.zirkle@dvs.virginia.gov  or
Jeannette.flint@dvs.virginia.gov 

WANTED
OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.

434-466-7968

HELP WANTED
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Real Answers
Real Help

Albemarle, 1420 Greenbrier Place, 434-220-3777

Charlottesville, 320 W. Main Street, 434-979-8888

Culpeper, 420 Sunset Lane, 540-727-0400

Orange, 323 C Madison Road, 540-661-5111

FREE Pregnancy Testing
24 Hours – Confidential

Free Limited Medical Services
www.virginiapregnancy.org

NEXT DEADLINE FOR
LOUISA LIFE

May 16
Call Judi Price at 434-207-0223

or email
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Don’t Miss The 

Fork Union Military Academy is seeking the fol-
lowing positions. Benefits include a retirement plan,
health, dental, life insurance and meals provided de-
pending on the shift. The Academy is a Christian male
boarding and day school that attracts students from
more than 30 states and 15 foreign countries.  The
Academy offers our students a college preparatory cur-
riculum in a military-style environment. 

Utility Worker
Contact Dining Services (434) 842-4390

Landscaper and Housekeeper
Contact Maintenance (434) 842-4340

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT
FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY Answers to the  Crossword 

Puzzle from page 11

mailto:ngarvin95@gmail.com
mailto:tabbyhouse@gmail.com
http://www.lindasalisburyauthor.com
mailto:reception@weisseyes.com
mailto:monticelloproperties-mgt@gmail.com
mailto:monticelloproperties-mgt@gmail.com
http://www.Viginiaforveterans.com
mailto:pamela.zirkle@dvs.virginia.gov
mailto:Jeannette.flint@dvs.virginia.gov
http://www.virginiapregnancy.org
mailto:judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
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Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours:  12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday
540-967-5200 • Tickets 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

In the Cooke-In the Cooke-Haley TheaterHaley Theater

On The TerraceOn The Terrace

In this hilarious romantic-comedy by Neil Simon, recent widower, writer 
George Schneider, is encouraged by his younger brother Leo to start

 dating again. This sends George into even greater despair after a series of  
bad matches. However, Leo comes up with Jennie Malone, and she is 
a keeper. Still, it’s a bumpy trip on the road to Dreamland for these 

not-so-young lovers. George and Jennie stumble on, overcoming both their 
hesitation on the rebound and emotional neediness. In a hilarious, 

farcical subplot, Leo has a fl ing with Faye, Jennie’s neurotic married friend. 
Nominated for “Best Play” at the 1987 Tony Awards and directed by 

Christine Corrieri, you won’t want to miss this heartwarming play.

Make plans now to join us for this 
popular community event. Enjoy free 

music with food and beverages for 
purchase. Wine is provided by local 

wineries.  Food is provided by Tammy 
Boxley of  Out of  the Box, LLC. 

 Inclement weather moves this event 
into the gallery for an intimate 

concert experience.

Mackey combines 
masterful technique with 
extraordinary expres-
siveness to bring a wide 
range of  classical music 
to audiences.  Most 
recently, she performed 
in Paris as artist-in-
residence for four months 
at the Cite International 

des Arts.  She holds performance degrees from the Eastman 
School of  Music (DMA), Juilliard School (MM) and the 
University of  Michigan (BM).  Imaginative programming 
will enliven audiences with a variety of  solo repertoire; rang-
ing from the lyrical beauty of  Chopin to the experimental 
wizardry of  John Cage and beyond.

In the GalleryIn the Gallery

Chapter 2 by Neil Simon, May 11th  ~ 7:30pm, May 12th ~ 2:00 
& 7:30pm, May 13th ~ 2:00pm

Peg Sheridan & Julia Lesnichy

Exhibit Open Tuesdays – Fridays 12 – 4 pm •  March 23rd – May 18th, 2018

Polluck’s Infl uence – Call for Entry Show
Drop off 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, May 19th

 at the Purcell Gallery 
Opening Reception Friday, May 25th 

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Curator Susan Crave Rosen

Exhibit Open Tuesdays – Fridays 12 – 4 pm
May 25th – July 27th, 2018

CAMP CURTAIN CALL     
June 4 – June 15, 2018
2 weeks (1st week – ½ day; 
2nd week full days)…$150     

Summer Camps

CAMP IMAGINATION  
June 18 – June 22, 2018
1 week -- ½  Day Camp…………$135 
   

CAMP ENCORE 
June 25 – June 28, 2018
1 week -- ½ Day Camp………. $95 

Camp Curtain Call Director – Jelita Hopkins
1st wk times: Ages 5 - 8 (9:00am‐11:30am); 
Ages 9 - 13 (12:30pm‐3:00pm) 
2nd wk times:  9:00 - 3:00* All Ages

Camp Imagination Director – Rodrick Rhodes
Both Sessions~ Grades 3 - 6     
Morning Session (9:00am‐12:00pm)          
Aft ernoon Session (1:00pm-4:00pm)

Camp Encore Director – Sharon Wills
Morning Session ~ Grades 4‐8   (9:00am‐12:00pm)

Th e fi rst movie in our Summertime Movie Series is 
Paddington 2.  Join us Tuesday, June 5th at 11:30 in 
the Cooke-Haley Th eater!  $2 for Children and $3 for 
Adults.

Summer Movie SeriesSummer Movie Series

Th is camp is open to children of all skill and 
experience levels. Th is ten-day camp will give 
students a basic understanding of performance 
concepts and introduce them to the skills needed 
to create a stage production: voice, improvisation, 
dance/movement, character development, stage 
craft , writing, and music.  Th e camp production 
on Friday evening, June 15 (Time – TBD) will 
encompass these learned traits.  **Members and 
Alumni of Louisa County High School’s Advanced 
Th eatre classes will serve as coaches, teachers, and 
mentors.  Th e fi nal performance will feature camp 
participants only.

Working with the Th eme “Up-Cycle, Re-Cycle”, Camp 
Imagination will allow students to explore color, 
contour, and contrast.  Students will present and talk 
about their artwork at the fi nal show in the Purcell 
Gallery on the last day of camp. Sign up early, this 
camp fi lls up fast. ($25 for art supplies is included)

Camp Encore is singing with fl air.  It’s for 4th to 8th 
grade students who are interested in choral singing 
and performance.  Students will be taught a variety of 
choral music while learning about how to read a score 
and basic music theory.  Choreography, part-singing 
and simple instrumental accompaniments will be a 
part of the fun! On the fi nal day campers will present a 
short performance in the Cooke Haley Th eater.

Lynne Mackey
Classical Pianist 

June 3rd ~ 3:00pm  

Music and Wine at 
Sundown – Free Event 

May 17 & May 24 
5:30 – 7:30 pm

Monte Monteith 
and the Skystone Bluegrass Band, May 24th

 
The Sauna Mountain Valley Boys, May 17th
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