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hartered in 1938, the Louisa
County Rotary Club has
worked on local and interna-
tional projects for over eight

decades in the ongoing effort to follow
their motto, “Service Above Self.”
International programs of the world’s
oldest service organization address
health, poverty, illiteracy and the envi-
ronment. But, the Louisa club’s empha-
sis on youth through its unique and
diverse activities provides the greatest
benefit to the community.

The men and women who meet
weekly to share their expertise, experi-
ence and willingness to get involved are
as diverse as their projects. Under the
leadership of Bill Konecheck, president,
the club stresses the three focuses of
the international organization.

“We work to end polio, promote
clean water initiatives and increase lit-
eracy,” he said. “We support Rotary
International with dues and they, in
turn, help us on the district level with
grants.”

The mission of the local club
emphasizes literacy though its charita-
ble foundation. Various projects are
directed at different age levels and
include not only public school students
but also home-schooled youth and
those attending private schools.           

“Each year we give third graders at
the four elementary schools, as well as
some home schoolers, their own dic-
tionary,” said Konecheck. “In this age of
‘Just Google it!,’ it is amazing to see how
much they appreciate them.”

Rev. David Palmer heads the schol-
arship and contest committee. Seniors
are eligible to apply for the $1,500
awarded annually. Public and private
school students residing in the county
as well as home-schoolers are eligible.
By April 10, 2020, applicants must
complete the form which will be soon
available on the club’s website. The cri-
teria include an essay with community
service and financial need being con-
sidered. Rotarians also sponsor an
essay contest for middle school stu-
dents and a speech contest for high
schoolers.

“The theme for the high school
speech contest is ‘Rotary Connects the
World’ and the winner receives $100
and advances to the district competi-
tion where cash is awarded to the top
three places,” said Palmer. “Our local
winner placed second in the district last

year and another won the year before.”
Seventh and eighth graders can par-

ticipate in the essay contest on Rotary
International’s Four Way Test. which
asks questions about truth, fairness,
goodwill and benefits to society. Again,
the local winner receives $100 and is
eligible for district level competition
and cash prizes for the best three
essays. Club members judge the com-
petitions. The club’s website and teach-
ers will have information about both
contests. 

A major fundraiser is the annual
Barter Theater Players performance
and reception held at the Louisa Arts
Center. Funds allow the actors to stage
the play earlier in the day for middle
school students at the Louisa County
High School’s Alan Jackson Theater and
present another age-appropriate play
for pre-K through third graders.
Generous donations from businesses
and individuals, including Dominion
Energy, the producing sponsor, ensured
the success of this project last February. 

“It is perhaps the only opportunity
for our kids to see a live on-stage per-
formance,” said Konecheck.

Other projects include a New
Teachers Day catered dinner in
September that Rotarians coordinate to
welcome the personnel and give them
information about the community and
the club’s projects to support their
instruction. The group mans an infor-
mational booth at the Louisa County

Agricultural Fair in August and provides
a reception after the graduating class’
baccalaureate service in May.
Periodically, the club donates books to
the public library. At Thanksgiving,
members participate in “Done in a
Day.” Again, youth are involved.

“We put together food baskets to
distribute to needy families after rec-
ommendations from the Louisa
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A view of the Tangier Island beauty.
Photo by Tangier Mission Team.

See Rotary Page 14
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Rotarians Stress Community Service
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent 

Club president Bill Konecheck thanked guest speaker Drew Tomajczyk after 
his presentation on Young Life.

Rev. David Palmer congratulated
Kaylee Wash after she won the 2018

speech contest.
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 angier Island is a picturesque historic site located twelve miles from 
shore in the middle of the Chesapeake Bay. The island is approximately 
three miles long and three miles wide, composed of mostly marshland 

and three ridges. Much of the residents’ livelihood depends on the sea, and for gen-
erations the islanders have pulled in Chesapeake blue crabs, fi sh, oysters and clams 
to feed and fund their families. The taste of she-crab soup alone would inspire a visit 
to the island!  

Tangier Island is a community at the edge of our country; almost all of its 500 resi-
dents are descendants of a group that came from the southwest coast of England.  
There are recurring names in the local cemetery to refl ect this--Parks, Pruitts and 
Crockers--and the island accent still has strong infl ections from those origins.  Tide 
is pronounced “toid”, and nurses, “noorses.” Sometimes the conversation is diffi cult 
with the dialect; “you can listen to something three times and still not know what 
was said,” confi ded one mission worker.

There is a strong bond in the community formed by isolation, tightly intertwined 
ways of living and a shared history. In 1812, the British built a huge fort on the south 
end of the island from which it attacked Baltimore and burned Washington, D.C. 

Tourism also plays a part in the economy. Visitors can take a boat out of Maryland 
or Virginia to make the ferry trip to the island. There are several restaurants with deli-
cious food, a small grocery store and two or three bed and breakfasts. A few cars and 
delivery trucks are in use, but golf carts, mopeds and bicycles are the primary modes 
of transportation. The island is different--a natural place, but it is the people who set 
it apart. Most residents have lived here all of their lives. Others have left to seek more 
job opportunities; some have returned because they missed the island and way of 
life.   Education on the island is provided in one school, K-12 with about 50 children 
in attendance.   The class of 2019 had only one graduate! The inhabitants tend to be 
warm and welcoming, and they center themselves on God and a conservative way 
of life. Evidence of their religion can be seen everywhere. 

That is where some of the help to this isolated community comes. Although 
there are beautiful homes, there are also many structures in disrepair, and there are 
needs on the island that can’t be provided from within. Outreach connects them 
to churches on the mainland through their Methodist roots.  For fi ve years, Louisa 
United Methodist Church has formed a relationship through mission to the people 
of the island. A mission trip has many parts. In the fi rst, a mission team member is 

T
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 The pier at Tangier Island.  Photo by Taniger Mission Team
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
& BAKE SALE

TREES, ORNAMENTS, WREATHS,  
SANTA FIGURES, COLLECTIBLES,  

DECORATIONS, WRAPPING PAPER, AND MORE.
WE WILL EVEN HAVE A GIFT IDEA ROOM 

INCLUDING COLLECTIBLE DOLLS + A DOLL HOUSE.
                 www.bybeechurch.org

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
8:00 am until NOON
Bybee’s Road Baptist Church
4989 Bybees Church Road Troy VA

Mission Joins HistoryMission Joins History
in Tangier Islandin Tangier Island

  By Carol Barfi eld  By Carol Barfi eld

CorrespondentCorrespondent



selected from various churches to con-
nect with Nancy Creedle, the island’s 
primary contact for these relationships. 
Nancy, known as “The General,” is the 
secretary and much more for the Tang-
ier Swain Memorial United Methodist 
Church. She knows the needs of the 
community and determines which proj-
ects need to be done. Some of what can 
be accomplished depends on the abil-
ity of the people who volunteer, and the 
price of materials. Secondly an advance 
team takes measurements and enumer-
ates supplies for the projects on tap in 
order to prepare for the trip.  Lastly, the 
mission is funded by a participation fee 
to make the trip possible.  This fee cov-
ers the boat ride, meals and insurance; 
anything left over helps to pay for the 
projects.

The mission team was composed of 
enthusiastic LUMC members Janine 
Desrochers, Shirley Mann, Steve Mar-
kovits, and Judy Kauffman, who joined 
forces with other churches to form a 
mission of 17 participants. Fully loaded 
with supplies, they boarded a charter 
boat, the Sharon Kay II, which serves 
to link the community to the main-
land. There is always a bit of trepidation 
about the journey—the boat is small, 
with lawn chairs for seats. Cushions are 
placed on top of the lifejacket bins, and 

See  Tangier page 6
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914 Belvedere Way
Charlottesville, VA 22901
434.293.4053
frontdesk@fraitesdental.com
www.fraitesdental.com

• Practice Serving Charlottesvill Since the 50’s
• State of the Art office
• Convenient early morning hours on way to work
• Extractions starting at $95 dollars

DR. STEPHEN FRAITES, DDS

Please visit Verizon Wireless, Your Wireless Premium Retailer, at our new 
location in the Town of Louisa (501 East Main Street, 23093).

Tell Diana you saw this ad and receive 
all accessories with purchase of your next device. 

We want to be Your Wireless Store!
Call today 540-603-2058

50% Off50% Off 

NOW 
OPEN

Hours:
Monday 10AM–7PM
Tuesday 10AM–7PM
Wednesday 10AM–7PM
Thursday 10AM–7PM
Friday              10AM–7PM
Saturday 10AM–7PM
Sunday              10AM–6PM

 Handicapped ramp addition built by the Tangier Mission Team.

 What the winds and water can do. Low tide on one side of the island .



Tangier from page 5
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supplies are stuffed in every available corner: wood for projects, a kitchen cabinet,
tools, luggage, and coolers for food. The loaded down boat can dip as close as 4” to
the water. (On the mission trip this October, the churn of water returning to the
mainland was rough enough to challenge stomachs and turn complexions green!)

Shirley Mann became a believer in mission work on her first trip to Tangier in
2015, when she shared the heavily loaded boat with a single bed, mattress and box
springs. They delivered the bed to a young lady named Angel, who lived with her
sister, disabled grandmother, and grandfather in a trailer. She had been sleeping on
the floor or couch. The new bed was set up by the mission team; a local church
member provided a spread and pillows, and Angel had a wonderful surprise that
was also a life-changing event. A local teacher shared that after she received her
bed, Angel came to school for the first time dressed up and noted that she would sit

on her new bed and do her homework. “We get back way more than we give,”
Shirley confided; “it’s an amazing experience. You expect to be the one delivering
the blessings, and we always come home with more blessings than I can count.”    

Shirley puts on a spaghetti dinner fundraiser with support from her church to
fund the purchase of more supplies for mission. Ladies volunteer to bring salad,
dessert, bread and drinks with meatballs, pasta and sauce made in large quantities.
Hungry locals generated close to $1,000 this year, which was supplemented by
donations from the Ladies Circle, church members, and Mission Fund. Spaghetti
paid for a beautiful ramp, built for a lady who can’t climb stairs any longer. Another
family with four youngsters received a sturdy fence in their front yard. One of the
children has special needs and was an escape artist who ran the mother ragged;
now the children are contained and safe, and their mother has regained some peace
of mind.  “Another thing we did this year was replace the refrigerator in the social
hall kitchen, which was small, damaged, and cooled unevenly.” Shirley had a twin-
kle in her eye as she added, “we bought it from Best Buy, and arranging for deliv-
ery was a real hoot.   I told him he would be delivering it to a dock by the bay and
needed to get the captain of the boat to sign for it!”  The mailboat comes once a
day, and islanders meet at the post office to receive mail, catalog orders and sup-
plies.

During the five years the LUMC team has worked, they have re-roofed, replaced
ceilings and floors, and redone bathrooms and showers. The people are always
tremendously happy that they have come, and grateful for what they do. Mission
teams stay next to the gorgeous church in a two-story building that houses the
Sunday school. A big social hall on the first floor has a kitchen and great room for
eating and meeting. Upstairs and down are rooms with bunk beds and places for
blow up beds and cots. Three bathrooms and one shower are shared by the group.
The team is enveloped into the life of the church family and eat, congregate, and
have meetings together. The island people are always bringing delicious food; this
year it was a big pot of crab soup and five different desserts!

There is a favorite meeting on Tuesday called the Prayer Band. The women of
the island and mission team pray together and share joys and prayer requests.
Silent prayer begins, then someone begins singing a hymn while others join in. The
atmosphere is spontaneous and rich in spirit. Relationships are formed that last far
beyond the mission trip.  Shirley shared, “when my daughter died, Nancy called me,
and the Tangier church members prayed for me daily.” Finally, to close the session,
Pastor Nona, a tiny and amusing person, preached a Bible chapter that came to life
in its simplicity.

Unfortunately, the biggest problem facing the island can’t be fixed by a mission
team. Tangier needs a $30 million seawall on the western end of the boat channel.
Rising sea levels, storms and erosion lead some in the scientific community to pre-
dict that in 50 years the island will be gone. Mission workers attested that flooding
from winds delivered from the edge of a hurricane made it impossible to walk down
some of the streets. Earl Swift, an author who visited Tangier Island in 2000,
returned in 2015 to write Chesapeake Requiem, a book on ‘a year with the water-
men of vanishing Tangier Island.’  He says that Tangier has lost 2/3 of its land mass
since 1850. Part of the island is now uninhabited due to erosion.

On a Sunday shortly after the mission team returned, the congregation was treat-
ed to a report on the mission trip they had supported. Every member of the team
was unanimous in their thoughts that they received much more than they gave. The

On their way to Tangier the mission team was composed of enthusiastic LUMC
members Janine Desrochers, Shirley Mann, Steve Markovits, and Judy Kauffman, who

joined forces with other churches to form a mission of 17 participants. Steve Markovits, Nancy Creedle the awesome secretary and  Hoot by new ramp. 

Typical low tide surrounds  the foundation of the home. 
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A local bed and breakfast.

Garnishment?–You Can Keep Your Paycheck!
You need a financial restart to your life!

What do you need to do?

Bankruptcy can give you a financial fresh start
and make your life easier.  You will clean up
your credit history and gradually restore your
ability to access credit.  

We are a debt relief agency.    Additional location in Zion Crossroads.   Handicap accessible.

485 HILLSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 341, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Call the Miller Law Group, PC for a FREE 30 minute consultation
434-974-9776 • www.millerlawgrouppc.com

We help you live your life.

• Get informed – call our attorney’s office and make a free appointment
•  Gather your data – know your debts and your assets.
•  Plan your future – put steps in place to restore your credit and live a 

financially successful future. 

MILLER LAW
GROUP, PC

The mission group leaves Tangier behind with work for now completed.

Experienced Specialists And 
Audiologists Will Answer 
Your Hearing Loss
Questions

Drew Thompson

Hearing Aid Specialist

•  All Types and Styles of Hearing 
Aids Available

• Hearing screening – No Charge
• Hearing Aid Batteries – All Sizes
•  10-point Hearing Aid Cleaning 

and checkup, All Makes and  
Models – No Charge

Friday, November 8th - 9:00 – Noon
(Other hours by appointment)

Spring Creek Family Dentistry
34 Jefferson Court, Zion Crossroads
Come in – or – call for appointment 800-850-7994

PAYMENT/LEASE PLANS AVAILABLE. APPROVED PROVIDER FOR INSURANCE PLANS
“We make house calls” ©2019 BELTONE

A + Rating  

people of Tangier are special people. You may want to visit, you may want to join a
mission trip to Tangier or elsewhere through a church of your choice. It will leave an
indelible mark on your life.  As Shirley puts it, “It’s hard to shut me up when it
comes to Tangier Island. I could go on and on…and please pray for the people…and
the seawall.”

Mission trips are also run by other local churches.  Louisa Baptist Church has an
ongoing mission to Panama that leaves in February 2020.
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Four County Players and Orange County Virginia Tourism  

are proud to present

BASED UPON THE PARAMOUNT PICTURES FILM 
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BOX OFFICE:  540.832.5355 
TICKETS & INFO:  FOURCP.ORG

MUSIC & LYRICS BY  IRVING BERLIN
ON THE MAINSTAGE

DIRECTED BY EDWARD WARWICK WHITE  •   •   • MUSIC DIRECTION BY KRISTIN BALTES
CHOREOGRAPHY BY MARIKO SCHAPER DOKTOR  •   •   • VOCAL DIRECTION BY K ATE LAMBERT CADARET

BOOK BY DAVID IVES & PAUL BLAKE  WRITTEN FOR THE SCREEN BY NORMAN KRASNA, NORMAN PANAMA, & MELVIN FRANK
ORIGINAL STAGE PRODUCTION DIRECTED BY WALTER BOBBIE  •   •   • ORCHESTRATIONS BY LARRY BLANK •   •   •  VOCAL & DANCE ARRANGEMENTS BY BRUCE POMAHAC

 DON’T WAIT TO BUY!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

 Box Offi ce: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

 Like us on Facebook

“Silver and Gold” 
Featuring old favorites, beautiful new music, 

and Christmas offerings.  

Carol Bar�ield- Director
Burchie Carroll- Accompanist

Louisa United Methodist Church 
100 East Main Street in Louisa 

Free will offering to bene�it scholarship program for Louisa County students 
and Pony Partners, a therapeutic non-pro�it.

(Parking in the back, handicap accessible)  

Friday November 22, at 7 pm 
Sunday November 24, at 4 pm
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49th Annual Fall Festival
& Brunswick Stew

Hosted by Gordonsville Baptist Church
in Action

Saturday, November 9, 2019 
at 10 AM – 2 PM

Gordonsville Baptist Church in Action
303 W Gordon Ave, Gordonsville
Come on out to our yearly Fall Festival and

Brunswick Stew.  The Bazzar will be starting
before the Stew will be served.  There will be
crafts, ornaments, jellies and baked goods.

Bring friends and family!  All you can eat Stew, with coleslaw and rolls!  There is no
better way to enjoy a nice hot stew before heading over to the Veteran's Day Parade
at 2pm and supporting the 3 missions groups that have been chosen to support!   

15th Annual Charity Chili Cook off
Sat, November 9, 2019
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Earlyhouse, 3998 Yanceyville Road, Louisa 
• 540-967-5550
Did you know that another individual is added to the

national transplant registry every 10 minutes? Of those patients, 82 percent are
awaiting a kidney. Help the Central Virginia community raise money and awareness
by attending the 15th and final Annual Charity Chili Cook off on Saturday,
November 9th from noon to five at Earlyhouse in Louisa. This family friendly event
is only $10 per adult ticket and includes all the chili samples you can eat as well as
live music from Centerline Band, food and drink concessions, beer and wine for
sale, silent auction and a kids' zone complete with activities, face-painting, sweet
treats and a miniature horse! ALL proceeds benefit the National Kidney and Good
Doctors Foundations. Children 3 and under are free. $5 for kids ages 4-12. Please
leave your furry friends at home, we will be unable to allow entry for attendees who
bring pets.

To learn more, visit earlyhouse.com or look for us on Facebook for details and
updates. 



Craft s! Christmas Gift s!
Stocking Stuff ers!  St. Nicholas

 Numerous vendors! Raffl  e!
Bid on a wide selection of

 items in the Silent Auction!
Purchase lunch:

Homemade Chili; Corn Bread;
 Hot dogs; Chili Cheese dogs;

Homemade cookies & brownies
Coff ee, Iced Tea,

 Lemonade, Sodas

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER , 201

SPRINT PAVILION  
@ DOWNTOWN MALL

SCHEDULE 
Check-In between 9:30-10:30am, Run at 11:00am

• Santa suit for adults and Elf ears for children
• Refreshments provided

Santa Run will take place rain, snow, or shine!

REGISTRATION 

  
Adults - $2 , Children 3-12 - $1   

and under 3 is FREE!

First Female Finisher 
First Male Finisher 
Most Festive Pet 

Most Festive Stroller/Sleigh            
Top Company Fundraiser 

Top Family Fundraiser

Mineral Baptist Church Event:
One Accord Gospel Band
Saturday, November 16, 2019 at 4 PM
Mineral Baptist Church, 51 Louisa Avenue, Mineral
Phone: (540) 894-4234 Like us on Facebook

Christmas Begins In Mineral
Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 5 PM
Mineral Baptist Church, 51 Louisa

Avenue, Mineral
Join us for the 13th Annual

Christmas Begins in Mineral Sunday,
December 1. First inspired by members
of the former Mineral Historic Society,
this event has grown from a small gath-
ering of individuals to a community-
wide event! Phone: (540) 894-4234
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Come say hi to your favorite MFM vendors and fi nish up your 
holiday shopping in a festive, INDOOR environment!

 VFW Auxiliary POST 8947



Brenda Christensen and Betty Wimer collected Declaration of Support signatures at
the Fall Harvest Festival in mid-October, including one from the Emily Hamilton family.

FLCA supports an enclosed structure for the junior Olympic-sized pool at the Betty
Queen Intergenerational Center to permit year-round swimming.
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Jingle bells,  Jingle bells,
Jingle bells,

Don’t miss your chance to adver�ise your
business for the holidays in the nex� 

Louisa Life
Deadline: November 20th

email: judi.valleysales@g�ail.com
or call: 434-207-0223

Pooling their Efforts
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

Year-round water aerobics; a local practice location for the high school and
Gators swim teams; lap lanes for fitness exercise, and schools able to include swim-
ming lessons and water safety in P.E. curriculum are just a few of the benefits of a
covered and heated swimming pool. And the Friends of Louisa County Aquatics
hope that the Betty Queen Intergenerational Center facility, operated by Louisa
County Parks, Recreation and Tourism, will soon be a site to meet these options.  

The project’s reality needs funding by the board of supervisors and the on-going
support of proponents of an all-season pool. The county estimates that a perma-
nent-style enclosure for the junior Olympic-sized pool can be constructed for
$800,000 and potentially would more than double the number of annual visitors to
the facility. Original architectural plans for the pool included the option. Fees for
pool use are estimated to cover a majority of the expenses for maintenance and
staffing.

Two years ago, advocates began attending the county’s comprehensive planning
meetings as capital improvements program projects were prioritized. The pool
enclosure is in the five-year plan, but still needs funding approval.

FLCA also attained not-for-profit status that allows tax-deductible contributions
from business and individuals. A GoFundMe page has been set up or donations can
be sent to FLCA, P.O. Box 532, Louisa, VA 23093-0532.

The group has obtain over 1,350 Declaration of Support signatures and anyone
interested in signing one can find copies at the Betty Queen Center entrances or
request one at FriendsofLouisaAquatics@gmail.com. FLCA plan to display the sup-
port forms as a show of community interest for the board’s 2020 budget discus-
sions.

A Heartfelt Thank You
To all the celebrants who attended our

200th. anniversary on Saturday, October 19 at
South Plains Presbyterian Church, Rte 626 & 22
in Keswick. Dinner for members was held at
Kirk Hall. Music was provided by Dick Tinsler.
Remarks and reminiscences were given by for-
mer Paters John Thomson, Kim Steinhorst,
Steve Brown and David Garth. Then on Sunday
Service,October 19th., the celebration contin-
ued with Bagpipe music and a sermon by Fred
Holbook, Interim General Presbyter and Stated
Clerk. The children's choir sang. Reverend
Jewell-Anne Parton gave the benediction. Then a
reception followed with a cake cutting in Kirk
Hall. A commemorative quilt had been present-
ed by the women of the church earlier in the
week. 
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Louisa Celebrates Fall
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

Vicar Lura Kaval of the Church of the Incarnation, Mineral, blessed local pets at the
Mineral Farmer’s Market on Saturday, October 5, a tradition celebrated near the feast

day of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Emma and Abigail Delbridge of Bumpass were among the exhibitors at Oakland
Heights Farm’s September horse show. Crossword Answers  page 15

Michelle Hottinger arranges pansies at Hottinger Greenhouse and Garden Center
in Trevilians. 

The end of summer does not mean the end of a variety of activities in Louisa
County. Cooler fall weather has led to festivals, yard sales, youth sports and other
outdoor adventures. Meanwhile Louisa Parks, Recreation and Tourism offers an
abundance of indoor options including crafts and hearth cooking, as well as exer-
cise and youth programs. Area churches and civic organizations will sponsor dinner
specialties from chili to grilled chicken.

As the Christmas season approaches, look for theme bazaars and businesses’
open houses. The Courthouse Christmas tree will be lit on the evening of Friday,
December 6, and Santa Claus will join the festival and parade on Main Street the
next day, Saturday, December 7. Details on a myriad of events are available at the
website, www.LCPRTinfo or on Facebook. Or, pick up a copy of Leisure Times, now
in boxes outside many area post offices and stores.

Photos by Richard Hinde and Pat Wilson
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ouisa Arts Center is really the jewel in the heart of Louisa,” says
Karen Welch, executive director of the Center since April.  Those
who have visited the Art Center Gallery know it is full of light, cheer
and beauty.  Karen reflects that same nature in her friendly person-
ality, cheerful demeanor and lively, well-informed manner.  

Karen trained in the United Kingdom, earning a degree in operational manage-
ment and a post-graduate degree in strategic management.  Based out of London,

Karen stands in the lobby with calendar of events and an issue of Louisa Life 
featuring activities at the Center. Photo by Rachel Cleal

Meet Karen Welch
By Carol Barfield
Correspondent

“L

The Fluvanna County Friends of 

the Library will be once again hav-

ing a huge book sale!  We will  

have Books in dozens of catego-

ries, CD’s, DVD’s, LP’s, video 

games and a huge selection of 

Children’s items! 

Come visit our sale on Saturday, 

11/9/19 for Patron Day!!!  

The Fluvanna County Friends of the 
Library would like to thank our 2019 

Booksale Corporate Sponsor: 
Strong Team Realtors 

 

For more information call the 
Fluvanna County Library:  

(434) 589-1400 
fluvannaLibrary@gmail.com 

 

Come visit us on Patron Day, 
Saturday, November 9th from 9-3. 
Along with the Book Sale, we will 
be having a bake sale, a vendor/

craft fair, and raffles. 

Sale will be held in the Library Building located on Route 
53 next to the Sheriff’s Office. 

The sale will be open: 
Thursday November 7th from 9am-8pm;  

Friday November 8th from 9am-8pm; 
Saturday November 9th from 9am-3pm PATRON DAY 

Sunday November 10th—CLOSED 
November 12th-23rd Bargains!!! 

Z95.1 our media sponsor will be broad-
casting  on  Patron Day ! 

Karen Welch at the Box Office - The Louisa Arts Center.



she traveled to 14 countries to manage and support her teams who were teaching
skills of effective leadership and management to working managers and college stu-
dents. 

Her experience in business spans over 30 years, initially as an human resource
manager in the commercial world.  Later, in an attempt to balance her work and
homelife as a mother of two, she decided to use her business acumen in the serv-
ice of non-profit and educational entities.   “Working in the commercial world gave
me a great start to my career and I learned a lot, but I realized it was not for me.  It
became important to me to give back to the community I lived in, wherever I was
in the world.”  She did this as executive director of an educational non-profit in
London and as chairman of Action Deafness, a charity for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing in the U.K.

Before emigrating to America, Karen traveled several times to the states with her
children Tom and Charlotte, seeing Disneyworld, checking out Phoenix and Tucson,
and New York.  They also went on several trips to Michigan and North Carolina to
visit friends.  “From all the countries I have visited and lived in, America was where
I wanted to make my permanent home,” Karen stated.  

Karen’s now grown children were very focused and followed their dreams from
an early age.    Tom, age 28, currently works in Amsterdam with Nike; Charlotte, 27,
teaches physical education at an all-girls school in England.  They enjoy visiting
Virginia for summer holidays and the occasional Christmas.  

While working at the British Embassy in the U.S., Karen met an Australian,
Darren Welch, and in 2018, they married in Louisa.  Darren owns a construction
business, Edge Concrete Company Inc., based in Manassas, which serves a wide
area including Maryland, Richmond and Washington, DC.  The newlyweds have a
home on Lake Anna and absolutely love the water.  Swimming, boating and jet ski-
ing figure into the fun.  “We love taking friends out on the pontoon boat—cham-
pagne and nibbles at sunset is a favorite of ours,” says Karen.

Karen continued to work at the British Embassy and commute, but a conversa-
tion with Darren encouraged her to envision a different future.  “He told me he
knew I still wanted to support the Embassy, but said that my community was here
in Louisa now, and perhaps I could look into local opportunities to volunteer and
share my expertise.” 

During this time of discernment, the couple met Stephanie and Jon Koren
through the Lake Anna Business Partnership and LOLA (Ladies of Lake Anna).  She
asked Stephanie about volunteer needs in the community and learned that Steph’s
passion was the Arts Center in Louisa.   “She introduced me to a fabulous team of
people including LaVahn Hoh, the interim director, and Meagan DuBois, the director

of programming.   I saw the amazing building, met the Board of Directors who were
helpful and enthusiastic, and thought I could use my management and business
acumen to be of help to the community here.” 

After meeting Karen, the board whole-heartedly agreed and offered her the posi-
tion of executive director.

Karen speaks of the Arts Center in glowing terms.  “So many people don’t real-
ize this exists; we have a gallery for showcasing art, a theater for both local produc-
tions with local acting talent and for external performing artists and musical acts, as
well as for concert musicians.  We have an art room with popular classes for both
young people and adults.”  

Karen has found working with the people of Louisa a joy. “Their passion, enthu-
siasm and generosity with their time as well as their money has astounded me.  I
find the board encouraging and I have a fabulous staff who are a pleasure to work
with.  Everyone has been supportive, even when I have to deal with difficult situa-
tions.”
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200 Boardwalk Way • Mineral, Va 23117
Call 540-894-5011

THURS 7-10:30 • FRI, & SAT 7-10:30 • SUNDAYS 3-7

EventsEvents
NovemberNovember

DecemberDecember

JanuaryJanuary

Veterans Appreciation 
weekend  Nov 8 thru 11

Emergency services 
Appreciation days 
Nov 18, 19, and 20

Lake Anna Boat Parade 
of lights and Tim’s Ugly 
Sweater Party Dec 7th

Breakfast with 
Santa Dec 14th

New Year’s Eve Bash 
featuring Van Galen

New Year’s Day 
Brunch,  Bloody Mary 
Bar, and Mimosa Bar 

Fall Specials

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday

3:30-6:30PM
Football Sundays

See Louisa Arts Center page 14

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2
2 PM GATES OPEN
3 PM - 5 PM FOOD TASTING
6 PM - 8 PM AWARDS & LIVE MUSIC

FREE General Admission
$20 Food Tasting 
($15 in Advance)

COYOTE HOLE CIDERWORKS
225 Oak Grove  Drive, Mineral, VA

Get your tickets at HeresTheBeef.info



Rotary from page 3

Louisa Arts Center from page 13
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Resource Council and the commanders of the local American Legion and Veterans
of Foreign Wars,” said Bob Baker, area 7610 assistant governor and past club presi-
dent. “We involve Interact Club members, who are high school youth, in helping
with distribution. As sponsors of that club we also engage them in other projects
during the year.”

Interact Club members help plant, weed and otherwise maintain the Downtown
Gardens, a beautification project on a small plot of land between stores on Main
Street. The site also has a Little Free Library kiosk from which visitors can select a
book or leave one. The group is also responsible for maintaining the greenery
around the high school’s roadside marquee.

For its past efforts, the Louisa club has received numerous awards on the district
level for community service and vocational international.

“Last year we were named the ‘Best Small Club’ in the district,” said Baker.
“There are 58 clubs in our district divided into groups based on size.”

Meeting attendance is not mandatory and members have two weekly options.
On Wednesday morning, a group meets at the Dapper Cat on West Main Street at
8 a.m., and evening meetings are held at 6:30 at Roma’s Restaurant.

For more information about the Louisa chapter, visit the website, www.louisaro-
tary.org, contact Konecheck at bill461@verizon.net or attend a Wednesday meeting
and introduce yourself to the friendly members.

At a reception prior to A Barter Theater Players performance in February, Patrick
Hanley (second from left) chatted with sponsors and guests including Kathy

Swarthout, Dr. Jack Manzari, David Lund, Steve Swarthout and Cary Lund.

During her time off, Karen enjoys traveling the
United States.  “Every state in the U.S. is like a different
country!” she enthuses.  She and Darren were fortunate
enough to travel to Hawaii and Florida earlier in the
year and are planning an Alaskan cruise next year with
friends. They also enjoy traveling to see their families in
England and Australia.

Karen believes that a successful new member of a
community adjusts and adapts to the ways and laws of
the culture.  She does not have to work very hard to fit
into Louisa County, and she brightens the community
with her vision of growth for the Arts Center, her can-
did and open way of dealing with people and her deter-
mination to be a responsible non-profit director.

“I take my responsibility to the donors very serious-
ly and want to make sure that we caretake every penny
we receive, using it in the best possible way.  The big

challenge is to grow, and to fundraise for growth.  We
are heavily reliant on sponsors and donors and need to
spread the word on all the diverse activities we offer at
the Arts Center. We would not be able to operate with-
out the fabulous group of volunteers who help us on a
daily basis, and we are always looking for people to join
our wonderful team!”

* The Art Center 2019-2020 Season opened in
September featuring Skystone Bluegrass Band.  The
annual Silver Tie Gala fundraising event followed in
early October, to include a cocktail reception, silent
auction, and music by December ’63, a quartet of excit-
ing singers who showcased favorite songs from Frankie
Valli and The Four Seasons.  Also in October, The
Original Rhondels performed with outstanding vocals,
powerful brass and exciting showmanship to a sold-out
crowd.   On November 1, Blue Highway bluegrass band

will take the stage, followed by Married to Broadway
starring the Sharpe Family Singers on November 22.
Currently, The Purcell Gallery features the exhibition
“Geometric Sandbox,” which showcases the intriguing
work of Monty Montgomery, a native of Louisa who
now has a gallery based in California.  Plenty of won-
derful programs are scheduled for the rest of this year
and for the new year as well. 

Let Louisa Arts Center ‘Brighten your Life!’  
Come and meet Karen Welch, new Executive

Director at: 212 Fredericksburg Avenue, Louisa, VA.
540-967-2200. 

For more information on the wonderful program-
ming, please check out the website at louisaarts.org

Blue Ridge Bankshares, Inc. (“Blue
Ridge”) (OTC Pink: BRBS), headquar-
tered in Luray, Va., and Virginia
Community Bankshares, Inc. (“VCB”)
(OTC Pink: VCBS), headquartered in
Louisa, Va., today jointly announced the
receipt of regulatory approvals from the
Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, and the Virginia State
Corporation Commission to move for-
ward with the proposed merger of VCB
with and into Blue Ridge. The proposed
merger remains subject to shareholder
approval and special shareholder meet-
ings for both companies are expected
to be held on December 12, 2019.

About Blue Ridge Bankshares, Inc.
Blue Ridge is a single-bank holding

company headquartered in Luray,
Virginia. Chartered in 1893 as the Page
Valley Bank of Virginia, today Blue
Ridge Bank, N.A. has additional branch-
es in Charlottesville, Drakes Branch,
Harrisonburg, Martinsville, Shenandoah
and Stuart, Virginia, and also does busi-
ness as Carolina State Bank in
Greensboro, North Carolina.
Additionally, Blue Ridge Bank, N.A. has
mortgage operations in Virginia,
Maryland, North Carolina, and Florida.
Celebrating 126 years as a locally
owned, independent community bank,
Blue Ridge Bank, N.A. provides a wide
range of financial services. Visit
www.mybrb.com for more information.

About Virginia Community
Bankshares, Inc.

VCB is a bank holding company
headquartered in Louisa, Virginia. VCB
primarily conducts operations through
its wholly owned subsidiary, Virginia
Community Bank, a Virginia-chartered
commercial bank that provides a full
suite of banking services through its
offices in Louisa, Orange, Mineral,
Culpeper, Troy, Fredericksburg and
Gordonsville, Virginia. Visit www.vir-
giniacommunitybank.com for more
information.

Additional Information About the
Merger and Where to Find It

In connection with the proposed
merger, Blue Ridge has filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(the “SEC”) a registration statement on
Form S-4 to register the shares of Blue
Ridge common stock to be issued to the
shareholders of VCB. The registration
statement includes a joint proxy state-
ment/prospectus that will be mailed to
the shareholders of Blue Ridge and
VCB.

SECURITY HOLDERS OF BLUE
RIDGE AND VCB ARE ADVISED TO
READ THE REGISTRATION STATEMENT
ON FORM S-4 AND THE JOINT PROXY
STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS INCLUDED
WITHIN THE REGISTRATION STATE-
MENT AND ANY OTHER RELEVANT
DOCUMENTS FILED OR TO BE FILED
WITH THE SEC IN CONNECTION WITH

THE PROPOSED MERGER, AS WELL AS
ANY AMENDMENTS OR SUPPLEMENTS
TO THOSE DOCUMENTS, BECAUSE
THEY WILL CONTAIN IMPORTANT
INFORMATION ABOUT BLUE RIDGE,
VCB AND THE PROPOSED TRANSAC-
TION. Security holders may obtain free
copies of these documents, once they
are filed, and other documents filed
with the SEC on the SEC’s website at
www.sec.gov. Security holders will also
be able to obtain these documents,
once they are filed, free of charge, by
requesting them in writing from Brian
K. Plum, Blue Ridge Bankshares, Inc.,
17 West Main Street, Luray, Virginia
22835, or by telephone at (540) 743-
6521, or from A. Preston Moore, Jr.,
Virginia Community Bankshares, Inc.,
408 East Main Street, Louisa, Virginia
23093, or by telephone at (540) 967-
2111.

Blue Ridge, VCB and their respective
directors and executive officers may be
deemed to be participants in the solici-
tation of proxies from the shareholders
of Blue Ridge and VCB in connection
with the proposed merger. Information
about the directors and executive offi-
cers of Blue Ridge and VCB will be
included in the joint proxy
statement/prospectus when it becomes
available. Additional information
regarding the interests of those persons
and other persons who may be deemed
participants in the transaction may be

obtained by reading the joint proxy
statement/prospectus regarding the
proposed merger when it becomes
available. You may obtain free copies of
each document as described in the pre-
ceding paragraph.

This release does not constitute an
offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer
to buy any securities or a solicitation of
any vote or proxy in favor of the merg-
er, nor shall there be any sale of securi-
ties in any jurisdiction in which such
offer, solicitation or sale would be
unlawful prior to registration or qualifi-
cation under the securities laws of such
jurisdiction.

Forward-Looking Statements
This release contains forward-look-

ing statements regarding Blue Ridge,
VCB and the proposed merger.
Forward-looking statements are typical-
ly identified by words such as “believe,”
“expect”, “anticipate”, “intend”, “tar-
get”, “estimate”, “continue”, “posi-
tions”, “prospects”, “potential”,
“would”, “should”, “could”, “will” or
“may”. These statements include, with-
out limitation, Blue Ridge’s and VCB’s
expectations regarding the combined
company’s increased products and
services, the benefit from expanding
the business footprint, the quality and
financial standing of the respective

Blue Ridge Bankshares Inc. and Virginia Community Bankshares,
Inc. Announce Regulatory Approvals for Proposed Merger

See Merger page 15
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VETERANS PROGRAM: We are
grateful for our military service person-
nel and the families who support them.
Join us on Sunday, November 3rd. at 3
p.m.  at Foster Creek Baptist Church,
4028 E. Jack Jouett Road, Louisa VA,
as we honor those who served. Open
to all VETS, family and friends. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR: Saturday,
November 9 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sponsored by Cunningham United
Methodist Church Women’s, 3389
Thomas Jefferson Parkway.
Handcrafted items; home baked gods;
jams, pickles; Grandmas’ Attic
Treasurers; hand made quilt RAFFLE:
Breakfast and Lunch for purchase.
Come Join us! 

FOR SALE

DOWNSIZING- MAKE OFFER: 2
above ground cemetery sites at

Monticello Memorial. Call (434) 466-
1114 or (434) 531-5560. 

BOOKS: make great gifts.  Give
Linda Salisbury’s “Bailey Fish
Adventure” series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups.  Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540) 895-
9093, or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call 434-
295-1750.

HELP WANTED

AARP TAX AIDE: volunteers need-
ed for next tax season. We provide
training and support to help you learn
new skills! Come to the Louisa County
Library on Fridays , 1 to 5 p.m. and get
a great feeling from helping those in
need. Volunteer for tax counselors,
client facilitators and other positions.
Register at : aarpfoundation.org/tax-
aidevolunteer. Questions? Call Bill
Jackson (434) 962-3178 or: freedom-
bird28@aol.com

WORK FROM HOME: Hand work,
which requires precision and accuracy.
$13/hour to start, using a paper-cutter
with a circular knife, cut cardboard
pieces. We supply tools. After training,
may work from your home. Email:
bill@teamwidget.com or phone (434)
489-8767. 

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM COTTAGE:

Available October 5, 2019. $1000.00
monthly rent. Water, Electric & Sewage
included. Cottage is partially furnished.
12 miles from Pantops. 1 mile from
Beaver Dam Church. In Fluvanna
County. Please call (434) 962-5101 or
(434) 979-4222.

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: For
current Home Rentals Contact
Genevieve Reilly (434) 414-4453 or
(434) 589-7653 (office)  or email: mon-
ticellopropertiesmgt@gmail.com.

SERVICES

HEALING/WELLNESS THERA-
PIES: In your home. Reflexology. Reiki.
Hypnotherapy. Ion Detox. Tuning Fork
Sound Frequency. Crystal Therapy.
Energy Center Re-balance. Call (434)
391-3366 for appointment. 

EQUINE HEALING THERAPIES:
At your barn. Lame. Laminitis, Colic
emergencies. Reiki. Crystal Healing.
Neuromuscular Touch. Sound
Frequency. Chakra Re-balance. Call
(434) 391-3366 for appointment. 

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Road, (Rte 618) offers 2
convenient locations with both Climate
Controlled and Regular Units (24/7
availability), Locks, moving supplies,
U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Limited time offer: 10% off of any size
unite, some restrictions apply. Call
(434) 589-2222. 

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERV-
ICE: Reliable repair and tuning with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos at reasonable

prices.  Phone (540) 672-5388,
evenings, for all your piano needs. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Carpentry,
painting, power washing, gutter work,
fencing, tree work, re-seeding, fertiliz-
ing, mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for estimate 540-937-2144 or 540-
522-1662.

SPECIAL NOTICES

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS:
Do you know your Veterans Benefits?
We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans  Services:
https://www.Virginiaforveterans.com or
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov.  Need
Help?

Call 1(800) 827-1000 for Veterans
Affairs Benefits & Services or (434)
295-2782 for Appointment. 

WANTED

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
434-466-7968

EVENTS

Landscaper
Housekeeper

Shop Mechanic
Maintenance Worker

Kitchen Utility Worker

Seasonal Dive Coach 
(Nov’19-Feb’20)

Administrative Assistant 
For details and how to apply, go to

https://www.forkunion.com/employment-opportunities

(Experience Required)

Call (434) 842-4340

Call (434) 842-8210

Call (434) 842-4390

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055
Benefits include a retirement plan, health, dental, life insurance and meals provided

depending on the shift. The Academy is a Christian male boarding and day school that
attracts students from more than 30 states and 15 foreign countries. The Academy offers

our students a college preparatory curriculum in a military-style environment. 

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED

companies, the strategic benefit of the
merger, the quality, quantity and timing
of earnings accretion, the vision and
decision-making of management, the
future financial performance of the
combined entity and the likelihood or
timing of the closing of the merger.
These forward-looking statements are
subject to numerous assumptions, risks
and uncertainties, which change over
time, and these statements may not be
realized. The following factors, among
others, could cause actual results to dif-
fer materially from forward-looking
statements or historical performance:
the possibility that certain conditions to

the merger of Blue Ridge and VCB are
not satisfied on a timely basis or at all;
the receipt and timing of shareholder
approvals; delays in closing the merger
and the merger of the parties’ bank
subsidiaries; difficulties, delays and
unanticipated costs in integrating the
merging organizations’ businesses or
realizing expected cost savings and
other benefits; business disruptions as
a result of the integration of the merg-
ing organizations, including possible
loss of customers; diversion of manage-
ment time to address transaction relat-
ed issues; changes in asset quality and
credit risk as a result of the merger and

otherwise; changes in customer bor-
rowing, repayment, investment and
deposit behaviors and practices;
changes in interest rates, capital mar-
kets, and local economic and national
economic conditions; the timing and
success of new business initiatives;
competitive conditions; and regulatory
conditions. For additional information
concerning factors that could cause
actual conditions, events or results to
materially differ from those described
in the forward-looking statements,
please refer to the factors set forth
under the heading “Risk Factors” in
Blue Ridge’s registration statement on

Form S-4, which is available online at
www.sec.gov. No assurances can be
given that any of the events anticipated
by the forward-looking statements will
transpire or occur, or if any of them do
so, what impact they will have on the
results of operations or financial condi-
tion of Blue Ridge or VCB. Forward-
looking statements are made only as of
the date of this communication, and
neither Blue Ridge nor VCB undertakes
any obligation to update any forward-
looking statements contained herein to
reflect events or conditions after the
date hereof.

Answers to the  Crossword 
Puzzle from page 11
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

RENTALS

SERVICES

SERVICES

SPECIAL NOTICES

WANTED
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Tickets for our 2019-2020 Season Tickets for our 2019-2020 Season 
areare  on sale now!on sale now!

A native of Louisa, Monty Mongomery’s 
work can best be described as emotional 
language created using his innate intuition 
about color and object relationships to 
connect with the viewer. His abstract work 
includes geometric shapes and vivid colors 
to combine urban sensory with his 
impressions of the natural landscape into 
pieces of art that capture attention and 
intrigue. 

The artwork will be in our gallery 
from September 27-November 22. 

The Purcell Gallery is open 
Tuesday-Friday from 12pm-4pm

Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours:  12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday
540-967-5200 • Tickets 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

Blue Highway 
November 1, 7:30pm, 

$32 All Seats
Blue Highway charted “The Most 
Radio Airplay” of any bluegrass 
artist in 2014, storming the 
charts with their album, “The 
Game”. This highly esteemed 
bluegrass band has earned three 
Grammy nominations and two 
Grammy awards. Blue Highway 

features powerhouse songwriters and vocalists whose harmonies soar over their dynamic banjo 
and dobro.

Married To Broadway 
November 22, 7:30pm,

     $32 All Seats
In Married to Broadway, the Sharpe 
Family Singers share their love affair with 
the Best of Broadway, performing audience 
favorites - from Phantom of the Opera, West 
Side Story, Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen, 
The Greatest Show, Carousel, Fiddler on the 
Roof and of course – Les Miserables!

Wade Preston and the Movin’ Out Band 
January 11, 7:30pm, $40 All Seats

Direct from Broadway, the Movin’ Out Band is the 
ultimate tribute to Billy Joel! The band is led by Wade 

Preston and includes musicians from the original
 Broadway ensemble. This fi ve-piece band plays hits

 like “Uptown Girl,” Piano Man,” and 
“Only the Good Die Young.” 

The Swon Brothers 
 January 25, 7:30pm, $37 All Seats

The Swon Brothers became the fi rst country duo to make 
it to the season fi nale of the hit TV show, The Voice, with 
the help of their coach, Blake Shelton. Since then, they’ve 

received a CMA nomination for “Vocal Duo of the Year,” and 
spent a year touring with Carrie Underwood. With hits like 

“Later On,” “This Side of Heaven,” and “Pretty Beautiful,” this 
is a country show you won’t want to miss!

You’re A Good Man 
Charlie Brown 

December 13-15, 
$10 Youth & $20 Adults

Charles Schulz’s beloved 1967 classic 
comic strip comes to life in Clark 
Gesner’s musical,You’re A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown, and the entire Peanuts 
gang is here! Witness this charming
revue of vignettes and songs as the 

“Peanuts” navigate the joys and pitfalls childhood with chaotic 
baseball games, unrequited valentines, World War I fl ying beagles, 
and fi ve cent psychiatry.

Upcoming Performances:Upcoming Performances:

YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN is presented by
 arrangement with TAMS-WITMARKwww.tamswitmark.com
(c) 2019 Peanuts Worldwide, LLC

Geometric Sandbox
 by Monty Montgomery

In the GalleryIn the Gallery  In the Gallery: UpcomingIn the Gallery: Upcoming  
Karen Rosasco and Susan Rosen

January 31 – March 20, 2020

Gallery opening Gallery opening 
on Friday, on Friday, 

January 31, 2020 January 31, 2020 
from 6pm – 8pm from 6pm – 8pm 
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