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NEW COUPON INFO & CLASSES:
*Present this coupon at OSPA and receive a FREE month of dance for OCTOBER 2019

*Ages 5-7:
Pre Ballet ... Wednesday (4-5:00pm)
Gymnastics ... Wednesday (4-5:00pm)

*AGES 12+:
Int/Advanced Tap ... Tuesday (7:30-8:30pm)
Teen Hip Hop ... Thursday (7-8:00pm)

*Ages 8-12:
Beg/Intermediate Tap ... Tuesday (6:30-7:30pm)
Ballet ... Wednesday (6-7:00pm)
Jazz ... Thursday (5-6:00pm) 

*SPECIAL NEEDS CLASS:
Music & Movement ... Monday (4:15-5pm)

*ADULT CLASSES: Jazz ...Monday (8:30-9:30pm) 
Hip Hop ... Tuesday (8:30-9:30pm)

*Only valid for October 2019 - Only 1 coupon per student* 
(Offer not valid for current students)
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It's never too late to give the gift of dance...
OSPA - Where the ARTS come to LIFE!! 

Call 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Va
Or on the web at www.ospa.net

(Celebrating our 27th season)
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Q: Welcome Stephanie and Jon Koren, and congratula-
tions on winning the Lake Anna Business Partnership
‘Business of the Year’ award for 2019!  

JON: Thank you.  We took the business over on January
15, 2018, 

and changed the name to Lake Anna Tractor and
Hardware. Owning a hardware store was on my bucket list,
but more importantly, for thirty years I’ve traveled almost
weekly. The idea of spending less time in airports and coming
home to my wife every night was very attractive.

Q: Did your former career prepare you for owning a busi-
ness?

JON: For the past couple of decades I was vice president
of sales for various tech companies and managed a sales
organization that operated throughout the U.S. and Canada.  I
would have to say though, that on January 15, at 7 a.m. I
began a crash course—on the job training—for the hardware
business.  Stephanie’s experience has been of help too.

Q: What sort of work did you do pre-hardware, Steph?
A: I was a legal assistant in federal court in the ‘70s.  Also,

in my past life I managed real estate closings, sold corporate
jets and managed the leveraged leasing of commercial jets.  I
was on the Louisa County Board of Supervisors and am
presently on the board of several community-oriented organ-
izations.  That’s where my heart is, and where I really learned
to listen to people and hear what they have to say.

Q: What do you think people want in a hardware store?
STEPH: I think they would like to not have to drive to

Fredericksburg for their hardware needs.  We are shaping a

family-friendly community store with what our customers tell
us they want and need.

JON: Yes, not many people knew there was even a hard-
ware store in this building.  Out of 125 people at the Lake
Anna Business Partnership meeting, less than a third knew
there was a hardware store here.  And we are a full-service
hardware store; in addition to stocking the usual hardware
items, we have a small engine repair shop.  We employ four
mechanics certified for every kind of small engine used on the
farm, in the home or garden.  

Q: What makes people visit you and more importantly,
want to come back?

JON: We really go the extra mile for whoever walks in the
door. 

STEPH: And we value our employees and appreciate what
they do.  When you focus on customer service, a talented and
happy staff is a big plus.

Q: Have you had any unusual requests from customers?
JON: One of our customers bought 6,000 square feet of our

artificial turf to cover a muddy area in his yard where he
planned to hold his wedding and reception. We delivered it on
Thursday, and by Saturday the yard was transformed. It was
beautiful!

We’ve also had unusual mechanical requests.  Our shop
fabricated parts to repair a broken trailer that had been over-
loaded.  We picked up the trailer on our rollback, repaired and
welded it and had it back on the road.
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Cows in the field with Charles and
son Charlie Rosson at their Quaker Hill

Farm. Photo by Carol Barfield See Business Page 7

Lake Anna Tractor and Hardware
Focuses on Customers,

Community
By Carol Barfield
Correspondent

Stephanie and Jon Koren winners of the Lake Anna Business Partnership Business of the year 2019–Lake Anna Tractor 
and Hardware. Photo by Carol Barfield



t was something out of a dream, to ride an ATV out to feed the cows.  Just 
thirty minutes outside the town of Louisa at Quaker Hill Farm there is an-
other world—one where you almost feel you have traveled back in time.  

The beauty of the rolling land, the color-splashed sky with storm clouds riding the 
horizon, and the lowing of the cattle all add to the mood.  The billowing clouds and 
the hint of rain taps on your shoulder as if to remind you that weather really matters 
here.  The interested shuffl e of the cows’ hooves accelerates in tempo to match the 

I
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 And Charlie Makes Six—
Generational Farming in 

Louisa County
  By Carol Barfi eld
Correspondent

 The Rosson family Charles, Ellen, Sherry, Elizabeth and Charlie.
Photo submitted by Charles Rossen 

 Charlie in the fi eld with his cows. Photo by Carol Barfi eld

Receptions • Reunions • Retreats
ASK ABOUT OUR WEDDING PACKAGE

The Boxley Place Inn
c. 1860 National Historic Register

Virginia Historic Landmark

Wedding packages
include all 5 rooms, 

early check in plus an
elaborate continental

breakfast.
5 rooms in main house.

Plus Cabin Suite. 
Rooms from $119 per

night off season.

A beautiful place for your event

Photos and details at our website:
www.BoxleyPlaceInn.com

540-967-1595

A Bed and Breakfast

 

Cover StoryCover Story

120 Dogwood Lane • Orange, Virginia 22960
Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187 • dogwoodvillageocva.org

“Tradition of Excellence”

Experience a lifestyle at
Dogwood Village where you can

enjoy simple pleasures.



enticing shake of grain in a bucket.   
This is country, where kids love being out-

side and are more likely to compete for rid-
ing the ATV than for screen time. “Charlie” 
(Charles Joseph) Rosson is an unabashed 
country boy.  He loves corny jokes and can 
tell you “a few” when encouraged.  His ex-
pression is often slightly amused, like he can 
fi nd funny in a hundred situations. 

Charlie graduated from Louisa County 
High School last May, showered with schol-
arships, headed for Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, to continue learning about what he 
absolutely loves…cattle ranching.  Charlie is 
the sixth generation of Rosson farmers, the 
lion share of which lived on the family prop-
erty off Poindexter Road. 

Charlie’s great-great-grandfather Joseph 
Lee Rosson and wife Cora Lee Dickerson 
bought this land in 1920.  The farmhouse on 
the property was built much earlier, in 1750 
by a Quaker Colony who made their home 
in Greensprings.  The doors throughout the 
house have crosses engraved at the top and 
open Bibles at the bottom to keep out evil 
spirits.  The rooms have high ceilings, heavy 
wooden antiques and pictures of every gen-
eration that lived in them sprinkled liber-
ally on all surfaces. The kitchen is big and 
welcoming with a thick wooden table-- just 
what you would envision stepping into to 
enjoy a hot farmhouse meal.  Joseph was the 
owner of a country store, Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, and owned the “Ros-
son School”, a one-roomed place of learn-
ing from bygone days, where children in all 
grades gathered to learn together.  

  The next Rosson to farm the land was 
Charlie’s great-grandfather Charlie Lee, who 
married Ruth Waddy of Spotsylvania.  Char-
lie Lee and Ruth had Charlie’s grandfather, 
Charles Stapleton Rosson, “Pete”, who mar-
ried Betty Carol Coleman.  The “begats” 
are important in a land where relationships 
were the fi rst topic of conversation in every 
meeting.  “Who are your people?”  was the 
important question.   Charles Ashby Rosson, 
Charlie’s father, feels that ancestry, and his 
roots are sunk deep into this land.  “This 
is the lifestyle I love, intense at times, laid 
back at times.  The cattle, hogs and crops are 
all around us.  Here we have time to enjoy 
God’s creation at work.”

Quaker Hills farm grows two main crops:  
corn and soybeans.  They also produce 
breeding stock, beef and pork, and own 
the top angus bull in the USA who is named 
“Rampage”.  Twice a year on a Saturday in 
late April and again in late October, hun-
dreds of people come to Quaker Hill to buy 
stock; 90% are local folks, the rest come 
from California and outside the U.S. 

See  Farming  page 6See  Farming  page 6
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 Charlie and his Brahman. Photo by Carol Barfi eld.
 These two young cows are a mirror image of each other.  

Photo by Carol Barfi eld

Please visit Verizon Wireless, Your Wireless Premium Retailer, at our new 
location in the Town of Louisa (501 East Main Street, 23093).

Tell Diana you saw this ad and receive 
all accessories with purchase of your next device. 

We want to be Your Wireless Store!
Call today 540-603-2058

50% Off50% Off 

NOW 
OPEN

Hours:
Monday 10AM–7PM
Tuesday 10AM–7PM
Wednesday 10AM–7PM
Thursday 10AM–7PM
Friday              10AM–7PM
Saturday 10AM–7PM
Sunday              10AM–6PM
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The love of animals and the land seems to seep through the boots of those who
work her soil.  Charlie loves being outdoors and being with cattle.  “You can make
your own schedule.  I never wanted to do anything else.”   Charlie’s goal is to run
the farm with his dad.  Although he does become attached to the animals, he knows
the bottom line with cattle and the farm is to make money.   While out together in
the field with the cows, Charlie and his father ran a near constant “cow talk” dia-
logue, finishing each others’ sentences….who was out of whom, who was shaping
up quickly, all punctuated with numbers and bovine family trees that sounded like
a foreign language-- one they spoke fluently.

Charlie had good times and good teachers in the Louisa schools.  He was involved
with the FFA and the 4-H club and showed livestock in the county fairs, as do sis-
ters Elizabeth and Ellen.  Why choose an out-of-state college then, you might won-
der?  Charlie explains, “Oklahoma State, where I am heading, and Kansas State are
two “hands on” agricultural and animal science schools.  They have the best produc-
tion agricultural program in the U.S. and perhaps the world.  You might call them
the Harvard and Yale of Agricultural Schools. They teach how to manage natural
resources, cultivate the soil and produce the food.”

To get himself to Oklahoma State, Charlie applied for 15 scholarships and was
awarded quite a few.  Each scholarship listed represents not only a monetary gift,
but is rooted in history important to each group:

1) William Cooke Foundation: (William had no heirs and was a local fire 
chief, judge, mayor and landowner.)  

2) BioCat: (In memory of school board member and 4-H enthusiast 
Brian Huffman. BioCat makes enzymes that foster chemical reactions in
the food realm) 

3) Chamber of Commerce: (They were excited to give a scholarship to a 
student that planned to live and work back in his hometown.)

4) Louisa Christian Church: in memory of Judge Purcell
5) Louisa Education Foundation:  Funded by principal donor Tridim Filter.
6) Three Chopt by Ruritan Club
7) Masonic Bay Lodge 58
8) Oklahoma State Scholarships (awarded for Charlie’s high SAT scores; helps 

offset out-of-state tuition fees)

Charles also shares the vision for Charlie’s involvement in the farm, and further
dreams that it could grow into a family business for all three kids and for his broth-
er Lee’s two kids as well-- big enough that all the children could be involved if they

desired.  “My nephew is studying Turf Science, so perhaps part of the land could be
made into a turf farm. Ellen is interested in the culinary field, which brings to mind
opening a farm/plate restaurant.  Elizabeth and cousin Haley are interested in graph-
ic design and could run the office and design catalogs and mailings.”

Family support is necessary for any farming venture.  Sherry Rosson, Charlie’s
mother, taught first grade at Jouett Elementary then took off 10 years to raise the
kids.  She is nearing a decade now of teaching at Thomas Jefferson Elementary.
Although they live in the town of Louisa, they spend lots of time at the farm.
“Whenever we couldn’t find Charlie, we knew he was somewhere out on the farm,”
Sherry cheerfully relates.  She adds, “Christmases are also a special time at the
farm, when the extended family gathers around the table.”  Family lore is
shared…like the story about the poor little pig who ate all the green apples in the
orchard, then drank and drank at the stream until he popped open.  Then come the
farming stories.  For all the idealizing about farm life, farming is a very dangerous
occupation.  “I had a bull run me up against a gate,” Charlie shares. That sounds
minor…except cows weigh 1500 lbs., and bulls over a ton.  Even little calves hit 400
pounds quickly.  Charles adds, “I got between a baby Limousin cow (from France)
and her momma—she hit me in the ribcage and tossed me for a loop!”

Charles’s dad Pete Rosson seems to have had the most exciting farming experi-
ences.  In the first, he was almost killed in a silo incident.  When the grain rushes
into the silo, it deoxygenates the environment, and he was overcome.  Luckily, he
was found and saved in time.

Another close call happened in the 1970s when a tree he was trying to remove
rolled and crushed his ankle.  “They had to have a big sale to afford the medical
treatment, plus they couldn’t care for that many livestock with him incapacitated,”
Charles explains.  And the patriarch definitely brushed close to his Maker with this
final story.

“Back in the early CB (Citizens’ Band) radio days, we had a 35’ antennae that
received transmissions.  Dad was walking through the middle of the field carrying
the antennae when it touched the main line above that carried 7500 volts. He was
electrocuted.  After he came to, he crawled toward the house passing three angels
and a plumber, Russell Marks, who was working at the house. He called out,
“Russell, I’ve been electrocuted!”  Russell thought he was kidding (he was a kidder)
until he saw him crawling on his hands and knees with smoke coming from his
clothes.  When he removed his socks, he discovered that every metal nail in his
boots had branded him as if with a branding iron!”  He was in the burn unit at UVA
for more than six weeks.

The current work of operating farm is a joint family effort run by Pete and Betty,
their two sons Charles (and wife Sherry) and Lee (and wife Joy), and Charlie--when
he graduates from Oklahoma State. 

Community service is something that runs in the family as well.  Charles was
the mayor of Louisa from 2000-2004.  His favorite memories were bringing the Arts
Center into being and working with the Town Council to make a 20-year plan.  Each
subsequent mayor and council have been implementing that plan, to include Arts
Center growth and bricking the sidewalks downtown.  “We hired a grant writer—a
person who hunts for federal and private grants from corporations.  That took our
money and leveraged it up with big private and public corporation grants.”  He is
currently the Louisa County Agriculture Extension Agent and is running this fall for
Commissioner of Revenue.   Charles feels he has more time to give now with Charlie
in college and the girls in high school.  Perhaps Charlie will carry on the Rosson tra-
dition of service to the community when he returns.

Generations of farmers in Louisa County have sustained our population with
home-grown food by the sweat of their brow.  The Rosson Family seems poised to
continue honoring this tradition.

Repossession?–You Can Keep Your Car!
You need a financial restart to your life!

What do you need to do?

Bankruptcy can give you a financial fresh start
and make your life easier.  You will clean up
your credit history and gradually restore your
ability to access credit.  

We are a debt relief agency.    Additional location in Zion Crossroads.   Handicap accessible.

485 HILLSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 341, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Call the Miller Law Group, PC for a FREE 30 minute consultation.
434-974-9776 • www.millerlawgrouppc.com

We help you live your life.

• Get informed – call our attorney’s office and make a free appointment.
•  Gather your data – know your debts and your assets.
•  Plan your future – put steps in place to restore your credit and live a 

financially successful future. 

MILLER LAW
GROUP, PC

Rampage the bull. Photo by Carol Barfield
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STEPH: How about the squirrels?
JON: Oh yes, two ladies came in and asked for help figuring out a way to block

animals from getting into their attic.  A woodpecker had started a hole in their sid-
ing, the squirrels enlarged it, and every effort  they’d made to block them out had-
n’t worked.  We fashioned some sheet metal and a way of attaching it, solving the
problem.

Q: So the hardware store business is interesting, and time-consuming I would
venture.

JON: Yes, one night I came back to the store off hours on a Sunday to pick up a
mower and left the gate half open.  A speeder pulled in, followed closely by a police
car.  Once I finally got the gate closed and locked and was driving away loaded up,
I saw people wandering around in the back lot where our turf is.  Since I couldn’t
turn back at the time, I went home, jumped in Steph’s truck (which she never lets
me drive) and returned to the store- only to have a deer run into the side of the
truck.   And it turned out that the people locked in the back were legit.

STEPH: Yes, they were from the CART (Community Animal Rescue Team) who
stores trailers and vehicles here.  We also support fire, rescue and police however we
can.  I’m not kidding when I say we are community-focused!  

JON: Yes, Steph has always been a giving person.  It’s in her DNA, and one of the
things I love about her the most.  Through Steph’s volunteer work we donate a lot
of hardware to local charities.  

Q: Which charities have you supported?
JON: We have donated supplies to Habitat for Humanity, the Fluvanna/Louisa

Housing Foundation and to the Louisa County Resource Council.
Q: That sounds great!  Your store name also has the word Tractor… what about

the tractor part of Louisa Tractor and Hardware? 
JON: We sell Kioti tractors and Woods farm implements.  They are sold not only

to farmers but also to private residents and small businesses.  In addition we have
SCAG, the highest rated commercial lawn mowers made.  They are zero turn mow-
ers; they basically turn in place.  Once you drive it, you don’t want to drive any other
mower!

Q: Seriously…do you have any examples of customers who felt that way?
JON: Well, Mayor Garland Nuchols and his wife Jackie came in to try it out.  She

does all the mowing, so she “test” drove it.  It scared me to death-she just casually
crossed her legs and took off full speed and barely missed a car. Garland was laugh-
ing his head off!

STEPH: Well, Jackie just wanted to make sure it was going to do what she need-
ed it to do.  She’s so good at handling the SCAG that the landscapers offered her a
job!

JON: Then…one Friday afternoon at 5 pm, I was standing outside talking to a
local landscaper when a woman drove up in a white pickup truck with a man sleep-

ing in the passenger seat.  “You aren’t closing are you?” she asked.  The man
cracked an eye and said to me, “Hey, you’re Stephanie’s husband aren’t you?” It
turned out to be a County Supervisor from Dinwiddie County.  

STEPH: Yes, they had come to try out the SCAG mower.
Q: So, you stayed open and…
JON: …and of course they bought one! 
Q: In closing, do you have anything else you would like to say about your new

business venture?
JON: So many people have come into the store and have liked what we’ve done.

But without our employees and Orgill, our phenomenal hardware distributor, and
without our customers, we couldn’t have done it.

STEPH: Yes, without them, we have nothing.
Stop by and meet Jon and Stephanie at Lake Anna Tractor and Hardware located

at 4541 Chopping Road in Mineral, 
Call: 540-894-8770 or visit their website www.lakeannatractor.com

Business from page 3

Pick up anything you need at Lake Anna Tractor and Hardware!  Stephanie and Jon
Koren will be there to help. All photos by Carol Barfield

Lake Anna Tractor and Hardware has an expert team of mechanics on staff.

Back yard mud patch turfed for wedding is available.
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Louisa United Methodist Church
Invites you to attend their

INAUGURAL

Arts and Crafts Show
October 19, 2019 

9AM – 3PM
Enjoy FOOD!  Local Handcrafted Items!

Check out our NEW ADDITION

Support our CHURCH, so we can 
support the COMMUNITY

Louisa United Methodist Church
100 E Main Street
Louisa, VA 23093

Over 70 Homes Participating

Saturday, Oct. 5
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Louisa County 16th Annual Fall Harvest Festival
Saturday, October 12, 2019 at 10 AM – 3 PM
Join Louisa County Parks, Recreation & Tourism for our 16th Annual

Louisa County Fall Festival at Walton Park on Saturday, October 12th
from 10:00am -3:00pm. This festival will include fun for the whole fam-
ily! We'll have craft and food vendors, hayrides, bounce houses, chil-

dren's games, pony rides, FREE face painting and SO MUCH MORE!
Also joining us for the day is the Mineral Farmers Market. They will be onsite

from 9:00am - 3:00pm. Vendor Registration is available online at
https://www.louisacounty.com/1966/16th-Annual-Fall-Harvest-Festival

Laketoberfest
Saturday, October 12, 2019 at 12 PM – 5 PM
Cooling Pond Brewery
4411 Zachary Taylor Hwy, Mineral, Virginia 23117
Mark your calendars to attend Laketoberfest Saturday, October

12, noon til 5 PM. We’ll have beer, wine, cider, food, music and ven-
dors. 

Oktoberfest at Incarnation
The Church of the Incarnation in Mineral is the place to

be on Saturday, October 12 to celebrate Oktoberfest!
Enjoy the music, food and camaraderie that is the spirit of
Oktoberfest in the Biergarten for brats, pretzels and
German beer from 3:00 to 6:00 or come for a complete
home-cooked German dinner at 4:30 or 6:30 (dinners are

also available for take-out). Tickets are required for the dinner and are available at
the Church's Front Porch Ministry every Saturday morning across from the Mineral
Farmer's Market or call 540 894-0136. 

www.townofgordonsville.org/
DocumentCenter/view/3740

www.gordonsvillefirecompany.com 

Gordonsville
Fall Festival

Saturday, October 5
9-4 Rain or Shine

VENDORS WANTED

Call Debbie Hoffman for
more info 540-832-3297

Please help support your
local fire company!

Gordonsville Volunteer 
Fire Company Fairgrounds

Located behind
301 East Baker Street!

2019 B SAFE FAMILY and FRIENDS COMMUNITY EVENT: Fundraising event on
October 5 at Betty Queen Center, located at Betty Queen Ctr., 522 Industrial Dr,
Louisa, VA 23093. B Safe Tracker Device is lightweight GPS and  can provide safety
for our children and peace of mind for all parents. Event is open to the public!
Donation link: https://www.gofundme.com/f/b-safe-motion-tracker-for-children. 
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200 Boardwalk Way • Mineral, Va 23117
Call 540-894-5011

Open year round

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday

3:30-6:30PM

Football Sundays

4th Annual Chili Cookoff, Brewfest and 
Cornhole Tournament
Saturday, October 12, 2019 at 11 AM – 6 PM
Location:Orange County Fairgrounds
14500 Old Gordonsville Road
Hosted by Best of Virginia Chili Cookoff, Brew Festival and

Cornhole tournament
SAVE THE DATE! Join us for the 4th Annual Best of Virginia

Chili Cookoff, Brewfest and NEW this year, the we are hosting the East Orange
Ruritan Club Corn hole tournament!!! 105.9 SAM FM will be broadcasting from
11am-1pm and The Worx take the stage at 1:30 to rock out the afternoon!

We are accepting amateur chili contestants, local and regional craft breweries,
cornhole team registration and vendors. NEW AND IMPROVED VIP EXPERIENCE -
unlimited craft brew tasting, PLUS a $10 food truck voucher, exclusive craft brews.
and MEET & GREET with THE WORX!!

We will explore who a refugee 
is and what it might be like to 
live like a refugee through a 
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Art reproductions and cards with
details are part of the display used by

George Grady at the recent African
American Heritage Festival.

At the recent African American Heritage Festival, Trooper George Grady Sr., an interpreter from the Petersburg Chapter of the Ninth
and Tenth Horse Cavalry Association, informed visitors of the historical contribution of Buffalo Soldiers in war and peace. 

eteran George Grady has stories to tell about his two
tours of duty during the Vietnam War, but it’s his
research and interest in the Buffalo Soldiers that

leads him to share his expertise with students, church mem-
bers, civic organizations and festival visitors. His display and
artifacts tell about the black horse cavalry that was vital to the
settlement of the American West, along with the infantry reg-
iments that served the nation in wartime.

In 2004, Grady’s passion began when, at the urging of
friends, he joined the Baltimore chapter of the Ninth and
Tenth Buffalo Soldiers Horse Cavalry Association. Later, when

a friend moved to Petersburg in 2006, Grady helped establish
a chapter in that area.

“I became so enthused about the history and the way the
Buffalo Soldiers were treated that I researched more,” said
Trooper Grady. “Then I started giving short presentation to
various civic groups, then churches and schools.”

Now 48 members strong, the group meets every third
Saturday. The chapter is named in honor of Mark Matthews,
the oldest surviving Buffalo Soldier who died in 2005 at the
age of 111 and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Buffalo Soldiers
In 1866, the Ninth and Tenth cavalry units, along with four

infantry units, were established by the Department of the
Army with the assignment to patrol the West. One duty was
to assist wagon trains of settlers through Indian territories as
they homesteaded the Great Plains. The soldiers also built and
manned forts such as Fort Sill in Oklahoma. They protected
mail routes and carved out roads and trails.

“The irony is that once the settlers set up towns, they
passed segregation laws to keep the Buffalo Soldiers out,” he
said. “The soldiers were often falsely accused of crimes and
some were hung.”

The men also fought in various Indians Wars earning
numerous Medals of Honor. They would even become some
of the first National Parks rangers.

“The term Buffalo Soldier was coined by the Cheyenne
Indians because the buffalo was a chief source of their liveli-
hood and when it was cornered, it came out fighting,” said
Grady. “The black soldiers often wore hides in cold weather,
so with their dark features and curly hair, as well as the fact
that they were fiercely courageous, the Indians gave them the
name, which the men considered as a term of respect.”

Black regiments, both mounted and later as infantry,
would participate in wars under the command of white lead-
ership. Both cavalry and the infantry fought with Teddy
Roosevelt and the Rough Riders during the Spanish-American
War. Black cavalry regiments under command of General John
J. Pershing chased Pancho Villa into Mexico. In 1917, the war

Unsung Heroes in War and Peace
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

V

As part of his display, George Grady has a photograph of
Jackie Robinson who served in a cavalry regiment at Fort Riley,

Kansas after being drafted in 1942 and before his record setting
baseball career.
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George Grady and John Nichols often joined efforts to set up displays at festivals.

department commissioned two all-black infantry divisions which fought as part of
France’s fourth army. President Woodrow Wilson referred to the men as “Buffalo
Soldiers.”  The term was used in World War II to describe black units that saw com-
bat during the invasion of Italy. Again, they often experienced discrimination from
fellow soldiers, commanders and civilians. The cavalry was deactivated in 1944.

Preserving History
With 45 chapters across the United States, the Ninth and Tenth Horse Cavalry

Association holds conventions yearly in various locations. Grady uses the occasions
to spend a month or so visiting relatives and army buddies in nearby states, in addi-
tion to attending the annual event. He boasts six children, 11 grandchildren, 14
great-grandchildren and three great-grandchildren scattered mostly in the south-
eastern U. S. region.

A veteran of the Vietnam War, Sargeant First Class E7 Grady served 20 years in
the United States Army. The combat engineer saw action on the front lines as his
unit cleared land for helicopter landings, build road and bridges and established
land mines. For 16 years, Grady was a master paratrooper with 109 jumps to his
credit.

Grady moved to Louisa County in 2001 since he had always had a desire “to live
in the country.” He continues his research into history. Using his power point pres-
entation and detailed display, the historical interpreter welcomes opportunities to
explain the role of the Buffalo Soldiers, their courage in battle and their strength in
overcoming the discrimination they experienced while serving their country.      

John Nichols (far right), a close friend of George Grady, served with prizefighter Joe
Louis (center) during basic training in an all-black unit at Fort Riley, Kansas at the start
of World War II. Nichols later fought with the 28th black regiment in Northern Africa.
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hroughout the day, over 1,400 people participated in numerous
activities, visited informational booths and watched on-stage per-
formances at the second annual African American Heritage Festival
held on Saturday, August 24. Greg Jones Sr., president of the Louisa
County Chapter National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, organized the event with assistance from coordina-

tor, Deborah Coles, and a committee of chapter members.
“It was a vision from God that I had about 10 years ago and finally realized,” said

Jones. “I wanted to highlight the African American experience of life but also show
that we are more alike than different.”

Numerous regional organizations attended the festival including the Thomas
Jefferson Health District represented by Norman Dorise, Lisa Cogbill and Shannon

Meade, who were promoting the services to residents.

See Festival page 15

More Alike than
Different

By Pat Wilson
Correspondent

T

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Presents

In this laugh-a-minute comedy from the playwriting team of Jones
Hope Wooten (which includes a former writer from TV’s The Golden
Girls), four unique Southern women, all needing to escape the
sameness of their day-to-day routines, are drawn together by
fate—and an impromptu happy hour—and decide it’s high 
time to reclaim the 
enthusiasm for life
they’ve lost through 
the years. 
Over the course of six 
months, they discover
lasting friendships and a 
renewed determination to 
live in the moment—and most 
importantly, realize it’s never too
late to make new old friends.

Written by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope,
& Jamie Wooten

Directed by Meg Hoover

OCT 11–27
IN THE CELLAR

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

DON’T WAIT TO BUY!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Dr. Essie Nuckols sewed pillows, carryalls and other items with proceeds from the
sales to benefit the Louisa Chapter of the NAACP. Lewis Stephens assisted

her in the booth.



EVENT

BYBEE’s ROAD BAPTIST
CHURCH : What does it mean to be a
refugee? Find out by attending
“Seeking Refuge - A Refugee
Simulation” at Bybee’s Road Baptist
Church, 4989 Bybee’s Church Road,
Troy, VA 22974 on Saturday, October
12, 2019 from 10:30 to 12:30 p.m. A
refugee lunch will be served. Register
by emailing Laura at :
ldavis@wmuv.org, by October 5, 2019. 

THREE CHOPT RURITAN CLUB:
We are sponsoring a Vendor/Craft Fair
on Saturday, October 12 at 2366 Oliver
Creek Road, Troy, VA, from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Ruritan Club is a civic organiza-
tion dedicated to making communities
a better place in which to live through
fellowship, goodwill and community
service!

BIG ANTIQUES & VINTAGE
SALE/SHOW: Friday, October 11 and
Saturday, October 12 , from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., at 65th. Fishersville Antiques
Expo, Expoland, Fishersville, VA (I-64,
Exit 91), 300 dealers, 5 buildings & out-
side. Go to : www.heritagepromo-
tions.net 

FOR SALE

DOWNSIZING- MAKE OFFER: 2
above ground cemetery sites at
Monticello Memorial. Call (434) 466-
1114 or (434) 531-5560. 

BOOKS: make great gifts.  Give
Linda Salisbury’s “Bailey Fish
Adventure” series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups.  Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540) 895-
9093, or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call 434-
295-1750.

HELP WANTED

JABA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNI-
TY: Jefferson Area Board for Aging
seeking Volunteers to help people nav-
igate their prescription drug plans.
JABA volunteers helped people save

$1.2 million last year. Training provid-
ed. Call (434) 817-5239 to find out how
you can help! 

PRN CAREGIVERS: Home Instead
Senior Care currently has openings for
fill-in shifts on WEEKENDS! No experi-
ence needed, paid training, competi-
tive wages, and benefits offered. This is
a great opportunity for you to share
your heart while doing something
meaningful that impacts the lives of
older adults. To apply:
w w w. H o m e i n s t e a d . c o m / 5 3 2 .
Questions? Call Sherrica Brooks (434)
218-7259

HOME INSTEAD SENIOR CARE :
Now HIRING! We currently have open-
ings for all shifts Monday-Friday. No
experience needed, paid training, com-
pletive wages and benefits offered. To
apply: www.Homeinstead.com/532.
Questions? Contact Sherrica Brooks
(434) 218-7259. 

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM COTTAGE:
Available October 5, 2019. $1000.00
monthly rent. Water, Electric & Sewage
included. Cottage is partially furnished.
12 miles from Pantops. 1 mile from
Beaver Dam Church. In Fluvanna
County. Please call (434) 962-5101 or
(434) 979-4222.

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: For
current Home Rentals Contact
Genevieve Reilly (434) 414-4453 or
(434) 589-7653 (office)  or email: mon-
ticellopropertiesmgt@gmail.com.

SERVICES

HEALING/WELLNESS THERA-
PIES: In your home. Reflexology. Reiki.
Hypnotherapy. Ion Detox. Tuning Fork

Sound Frequency. Crystal Therapy.
Energy Center Re-balance. Call (434)
391-3366 for appointment. 

EQUINE HEALING THERAPIES:
At your barn. Lame. Laminitis, Colic
emergencies. Reiki. Crystal Healing.
Neuromuscular Touch. Sound
Frequency. Chakra Re-balance. Call
(434) 391-3366 for appointment. 

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Road, (Rte 618) offers 2
convenient locations with both Climate
Controlled and Regular Units (24/7
availability), Locks, moving supplies,
U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Limited time offer: 10% off of any size
unite, some restrictions apply. Call
(434) 589-2222. 

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERV-
ICE: Reliable repair and tuning with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos at reasonable
prices.  Phone (540) 672-5388,
evenings, for all your piano needs. 

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

SERVICES

EVENTS

FOR SALE

FOR SALE HELP WANTED SERVICES

OPEN HOUSES! 10/5 & 10/6, 
12PM-3PM

31 & 41 Pine Shadow Court
Meadow Brook, Troy, VA, 229744

Visit two beautiful homes by West Homes. Both
sit on estate lots and offer open floorplans, large
bedrooms with lovely first floor master suites and
so much more! Don’t miss out on these wonderfu
homes with excellent style & craftsmanship at great
prices! For more information call: 804-335-9731
or visit www.westhomes.com/meadow-brook. 

Directions from C’ville: I-64 east, exit 136. Right
on Route 15, Left @ 1st light on Rt. 250E.  Approx
1 mile, take a Right on Bybee Road (Rt.607), Right
on Bybee Church Road (Rt.613). Meadow Brook is
½ mile on Right. Directions from R’mond: I-64
west, exit 143. Left on Rt. 208, Right @ 1st light
onto Route 250W. Approx. 3.3 miles take a Left
onto Bybee Road (Rt. 607), Left onto Bybee Church
Rd. (Rt. 613), Meadow Brook is ½ mile on Right.

Answers to the  Crossword 
Puzzle from page 11
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See Classifieds page 14



DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Carpentry,
painting, power washing, gutter work,
fencing, tree work, re-seeding, fertiliz-
ing, mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for estimate 540-937-2144 or 540-
522-1662.

SPECIAL NOTICES

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS:
Do you know your Veterans Benefits?
We do! Virginia Department of

Veterans  Services:
https://www.Virginiaforveterans.com or
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov.  Need
Help?

Call 1(800) 827-1000 for Veterans
Affairs Benefits & Services or (434)
295-2782 for Appointment. 

WANTED

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
434-466-7968

Classifieds from page 13

•14 • LOUISA LIFE • October 4 -October 31, 2019

SPECIAL NOTICES WANTED

Free Family Fun Days
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

Crafts, cooking, games and history lessons … and all are free. Louisa County Historical Society volunteers
invite visitors on the fourth Sundays of the month (except December and April) to join them at the Heritage
Farm to experience a facet of Virginia history. From 1 to 4 p.m., the project, Free Family Day Fun, explores a
different theme appropriate to the month or season. The programs are coordinated by Lenee Gordon, a 2018
graduate of the University of Central Florida with a major in history.

“We emphasize the colonial and post-colonial periods,” said Gordon. “The fun days provide an opportuni-
ty, especially for kids, to reinforce what they are learning in school,”

A special celebration of the season is planned for Saturday, December 7, following the Louisa Christmas
Parade. The Michie House, Trevilians Schoolhouse and Sargeant Museum will be open with exhibits centering
on traditions and decorations over the centuries. Mr. and Mrs. Santa will welcome visitors and cookies and
hot cocoa can be enjoyed while touring the site.

Additional information on these events, as well as other historical society projects, is available at the web-
site, louisahistory.org, on Facebook and in Louisa Parks, Recreation and Tourism’s brochure, Leisure Times.

Braxton, Brooklyn, Bryson and Brayden Nemec make mock
ice cream in the tradition of Thomas Jefferson with assistance

from volunteers, Sharon Wright 
and Trecia Jenkins.

Crozet Fall Arts and Crafts Festival 2019
Hosted by Crozet Arts and Crafts Festival and Claudius

Crozet Park, Inc.
Oct 12 at 10 AM – Oct 13 at 5 PM
Crozet Arts and Crafts Festival
Claudius Crozet Park, Crozet, Virginia 
The Crozet Fall Arts and Crafts Festival features over 100 jury-

selected Fine Art and Craft Exhibitors selling handcrafted works.
Great food and Virginia wine and draft beer, live music and enter-
tainment, craft demonstrations, children's area, and more!

NonProfit Summit
Hosted by Louisa County Chamber of Commerce
Friday, October 25, 2019 at 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Shenandoah Crossing
174 Horseshoe Cir, Gordonsville, Virginia 22942
Tickets:
louisacountychamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com

Staff and volunteer leaders for any nonprofit organiza-
tion/agency throughout the Central Virginia area invited to attend.
Please help us spread the word to all organizations across Central Virginia
(Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, Goochland, Louisa, Hanover, Henrico, Orange,
Spotsylvania) 

There is limited seating, we ask that no more than 2 from each organization
attend.

Special guests will discuss:
Fundraising Backed by Science: Otis Fulton, VP Behavioral Economics 
and Joanne Beers, VP of Client Engagement with Turnkey P2P
The Value of Volunteers: Lloyd Runnett, Executive Director with 
Louisa Resource Council
Securing Grants: Patti Jackson, Founder & Owner with VITA
Marketing on a Budget:  Tracy Hale Clark, Executive Director with the
Louisa County Chamber of Commerce

$20 Registration
$15 LCCC Member Registration
Box lunch included
Sponsorship opportunities available, contact Tracy Hale Clark 
@ executivedirector@louisachamber.org

Golden Age Club
Open to all Louisa County seniors age 55 or better! Bring your friends or come

to meet new ones. Newcomers are ALWAYS welcome! The meetings are informal
and include programs that are of special interest to seniors. If you will be attend-
ing lunch, please call the LCPRT office at 540.967.4420 before 10:00 a.m. on the
day of the event to reserve a place.

SERVICES SERVICES

Happy Tail Wine Trail 5k Fun Run & Walk
Sat October 12, 2019 • Starting at 9:30 am
Place: Fifty-Third Winery and Vineyard (formerly Cooper

Vineyard) 13372 Shannon Hill Rd, Louisa
Hosted by Fifty-Third Winery and Vineyard to benefit the

Louisa Humane Society, this is a closed course, fun event for
the whole family. Starting with a one mile kids run for 13
years and under and followed by a 5k run/walk for others over

the beautiful vineyards, all are welcome to register for our timed event!   Prizes will be
awarded to the top male and female finishers in each race, as well as to top fundraisers for
those who chose to do so. A DJ will pump you up at the starting line and snacks and water
will be waiting at the finish. Whether you feel more like a greyhound or a basset hound or
simply want to show up for the wine, we won't judge and welcome all! See our Facebook
page.



Festival from page 12
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The gymnasium at Moss-Nuckols Elementary School featured continuous enter-
tainment including dance groups, church choirs, historical interpreters and guest
speakers. Outside under numerous large tents, local, regional and state organiza-
tions manned booths to inform the public of their services. Among these were the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8947, Louisa Resource Council, Louisa County
Historical Society, the American Health Association, the Piedmont Housing Alliance,
and CHIP. Vendors and food trucks offered a variety of options. Several motorcycle
groups, including Buffalo Soldier reenactors, participated.

Donations from numerous churches, businesses and individuals, along with
grants from BAMA Works (Dave Matthews Band), the Charlottesville Area
Community Foundation and the John E. Thomasson Charitable Foundation, helped
make the festival a success. Jones was most appreciative of county and school offi-
cials, along with Louisa County Parks and Recreation personal, in volunteering their
time.

“It was a community effort and people from all walks of life joined to make this
a wonderful day for the county,” said Jones. “It was a family affair full of laughter
and smiles.”

Historically, the year represents the 400th anniversary of Africans arriving in the
Virginia colony. Even the school site was significant as MNES is named for two
prominent black educators, the late Henry Spurgeon Moss and the late Harry L.
Nuckols.

NAACP
The NAACP was founded in 1909 in response to racial injustices.  Now, the largest

civil rights organization, NAACP also focuses on voter empowerment, excellence in
education and individual responsibility with goals of economic and social develop-
ment, as well as promoting young leadership.

The Louisa Chapter meets at 7:30 p.m. on every third Thursday at the First
Baptist Church on Meadow Avenue in the town of Louisa. Jones welcomes the com-
munity to attend. The group will hold its annual banquet on Friday, October 11 at
6:30 p.m. at the Betty Queen Center. The theme for the occasion is “The Time Is
Now to Take a Stand” and U. S. Representative Abigail Spanberger is the guest
speaker. Cost is $35 per person. For more information contact Jones at 434-960-
3554.

Carol Jones folded a festival shirt purchased by Linda Collins. Proceeds benefited
the host organization.

Louisa Crime Solvers, represented by Charles Brown and Debra Dawson, along with
Katana Quarles from the Virginia State Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

shared a booth. Pelts from a fox, beaver and possum attracted attention
throughout the day. 

Bill and Brenda Taylor browsed through the assortment of children’s and adult
books donated by the Louisa County Public Library in an effort to show visitors the

variety of materials that can be borrowed at the Mineral location.
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Tickets for our Tickets for our 
2019-2020 Season 2019-2020 Season 
areare on sale now!on sale now!

A native of Louisa, Monty Mongomery’s 
work can best be described as emotional 
language created using his innate intuition 
about color and object relationships to 
connect with the viewer. His abstract work 
includes geometric shapes and vivid colors 
to combine urban sensory with his 
impressions of the natural landscape into 
pieces of art that capture attention and 
intrigue. 

The artwork will be in our gallery 
from September 27-November 22. 

The Purcell Gallery is open 
Tuesday-Friday from 12pm-4pm

Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours:  12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday
540-967-5200 • Tickets 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

The Original Rhondels
October 19, 7:30pm, 

$32 All Seats
The Original Rhondels are a music 
tradition who have performed 
their hit recordings across the
United States. With three top 10 
hits, “May I”, “I’ve Been Hurt,” 

and “What Kind of Fool Do You Think I Am,” the band has delighted their audiences with 
outstanding vocals, powerful brass, and exciting showmanship.

Blue Highway 
November 1, 7:30pm, 

$32 All Seats
Blue Highway charted “The 
Most Radio Airplay” of any 
bluegrass artist in 2014, 
storming the charts with their 
album, “The Game”. This highly 
esteemed bluegrass band has 
earned three Grammy
 nominations and two Grammy 
awards. Blue Highway features 

powerhouse songwriters and vocalists whose harmonies soar over their dynamic banjo and 
dobro.

Married To Broadway 
November 22, 7:30pm,

     $32 All Seats
In Married to Broadway, the Sharpe 
Family Singers share their love affair with 
the Best of Broadway, performing audience 
favorites - from Phantom of the Opera, 
West Side Story, Hamilton, Dear Evan 
Hansen, The Greatest Show, Carousel, 
Fiddler on the Roof and of course – Les 
Miserables!

You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown 
December 13-15, $10 Youth & $20 Adults

Charles Schulz’s beloved 1967 classic comic strip comes to life 
in Clark Gesner’s musical,You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown, 
and the entire Peanuts gang is here! Witness this charming
revue of vignettes and songs as the “Peanuts” navigate the joys 
and pitfalls childhood with chaotic baseball games, unrequited 
valentines, World War I fl ying beagles, and fi ve cent psychiatry.

Upcoming Performances:

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm • Admission is FREE!

Dan Trull 
 Friday, October 11
Vendor: Fire Escape 

Food Truck

Music and Wine at Sundown

YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN is presented by
 arrangement with TAMS-WITMARKwww.tamswitmark.com
(c) 2019 Peanuts Worldwide, LLC

TODAYTODAY
This year, we have a unique fundraising opportunity to make every
donation towards the Louisa Arts Center go an extra 10% further through 
the Birdies for Charity campaign, sponsored by Dominion Energy.
All you need to do is make your check out to ‘PGA TOUR Charities Inc.’ 
with ‘Louisa Arts Center’ in the memo line and mail or 
drop off the check at the Louisa Arts Center. Then Birdies 
for Charity will top it up with an extra 10% dontion. 
Call our Box Offi ce at 540-967-5200 
THANK YOU! 

LOUISAArtsCENTER

D O N A T E

Geometric Sandbox
 by Monty Montgomery

In the GalleryIn the Gallery  
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