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OCMagazine Remembering Pat LaLand – 
the Epitome of Carpe Diem

By Barbara Wimble, Correspondent
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Accepting
New

Patients!
Dr. Jonathan has been

treating patients 
for

 
over 10 years. Some of 
our services include: Jonathan D. Brooks D.C.

•Myofascial release
•Biofreeze Professional Formulation retailer
•Acupuncture
•Digital X-Rays Onsite
•Treatment of Neck & Back Pain
•Treatments of Sports Injuries 
•3D Foot Scans
•Treatment of Extremities
•Headaches
•Sciatica 
•Modalities Offered: 
    Muscle stimulation
    Moist Heat
    Ultrasound Therapy
•Rehabilitation Strengthening and Conditioning
•Nutrition Counseling and more...........

We accept most insurance

 540-672-2506
website: www.jonathanbchiropractic.com
email: Dr.Jonathan@JonathanBChiropractic.com

149 Belleview Avenue • Orange VA, 22960

 Acupuncture 
and 

Chiropractic-
drug free, 

non surgical 
approach for 
pain relief. 

first met Pat LaLand
when my husband and
I moved to Orange in
2013. While transplant-
ing flowers in our back-

yard, I heard voices in the next yard
over, peered over the fence, and intro-
duced myself. Pat gave me a welcoming
and engaging smile, and we quickly got
to know each other. She gave me a copy
of an article she wrote in 2011 for a
publication I had not yet heard of called
OC Magazine. The article was about
Victorian gardens and featured our
backyard. She invited me to tea and to
visit our neighborhood book club,
which I later learned she organized. We
found that we shared more than the
back alley and we began a friendship

that I very much enjoyed.
Pat, who passed away in May at the

age of 88, was an extraordinary
woman. Among her numerous ven-
tures, she wrote about many people
and subjects for various publications,
including this one. It is about time
someone wrote about her.

Who was Pat LaLand? During my
interviews with Pat’s family and friends,
the picture of this talented, fiercely
independent, and strong-willed woman
came to life. Pat was a woman with a
variety of passions whose works
improved the lives of so many in
Orange County by highlighting its rich
history and being an advocate for the
arts.

Pat in the front parlor of her home
in Orange showing off her book and

Charlie her cat. Photo from 2012.
Courtesy of Michelle Edwards and

the Orange County Review. 
Cover designed by Marilyn Ellinger.

The Cover

See LaLand Page 4

Friends Barbara Collins, Pat LaLand, and Sally Honenberger at an Arts Center exhibit reception, 2010. Photo courtesy of the Arts
Center of Orange.
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ANY TIME!

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
ORANGE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION

For Info Call: (540) 672-5435

FEEL THE FLOW!

CHECK US OUT ONLINE:

http://floatingcloudtaichi.org/

“ONGOING” CLASS 
EVERY TUESDAY

6:30-7:30 PM
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 Pat in Egypt on one of the many trips she took with her grandson, 2004. 
Photo courtesy of the LaLand family.

 We were both transplants, I from the 
suburbs of Philadelphia and Pat from it 
seems everywhere. The hometowns of 
Pat’s friends I interviewed about her also 
vary – some are native to Orange and 
one from as far away as New Zealand. 
The origins of her friends are symbolic 
of the people of Orange County, an 
interesting and eclectic mix.

Pat was born and raised in Seattle 
and graduated from the University of 
Washington with a BA in liberal arts, 
concentrating in speech pathology. 
After college, she fl ew the friendly 
skies as a stewardess. She and her 
husband George, an Army offi cer, had 
two children, Geoff and Denise. They 
lived in Germany and several places in 
the United States before George was 
assigned to Virginia and deployed for 
his second tour of duty in Vietnam. 
Pat was soon employed with Colonial 

Williamsburg, but before she could 
tell her husband about her new job, 
George was killed in action. In fact, her 
letter telling him came back marked 
“deceased.” Pat was left with their 
young children to raise alone. Tragedy 
struck again when her teenage daughter 
was killed in an auto accident, but 
Pat’s tenacious spirit helped her carry 
on. Years later, she said, “Life leads to 
unexpected tests and pleasures.”

Pat enjoyed a 17-year career at 
Colonial Williamsburg, where she 
developed a love of Virginia history 
and writing before moving on to other 
historic sites. Her love of history and 
adventure brought her to Orange in 
1989 to take a position as assistant 
director of James Madison’s Montpelier. 
This was an exciting time of discovery, 
challenge, and change for Montpelier 
under the National Trust for Historic 
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SINCE 2007

SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER

Your Deaf or hard of hearing child 
has the right to sign in school 

(IDEA*)
Interpreters are required by law and 

paid for by schools

In Education, Medical and 
Business Settings

Serving Fluvanna County and beyond to Charlotteville and Richmond
 Other interpreters, please reach out

FREE CONSULTATION  
Seán Sopht, ASL Interpreter, VQAS 
949.282.7495 | seansopht@gmail.com 

*Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

October is Dental Hygiene Month!
Don’t get TRICKED into 

delaying your Dental Visit.
TREAT your Teeth to the 

Care they Deserve.
34 Jefferson Ct, 

Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232

(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

John H. Knight Jr. DDS & Associates 
615 Woodbrook Drive 

Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

Comprehensivecare
Dental ER 

Full Family Dentistry 
Sleep Apnea

Dental Implant Center
Financing Option Available

Most Dental Insurances Accepted
Caring Staff

F

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

(O(O(O(O(OO(OOOOOOOO(O(O((

J

120 Dogwood Lane • Orange, Virginia 22960
Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187 • dogwoodvillageocva.org

Health & Rehabilitation
and Senior Living

“Tradition of Excellence”

“ Dogwood Village is a very nice facility
and I enjoy the activities and fellowship

with staff and other residents.”
Philippa Brown

mailto:seansopht@gmail.com
http://www.springcreekdentist.com
http://www.cvilleteeth.com


 Pat dressed in Colonial garb in Williamsburg, 1970s.
Photo courtesy of the LaLand family.

Preservation.
Her son Geoff related that Pat fell in love with Orange and her new community. 

“She developed roots here,” he said. She would live in Orange longer than anywhere 
else – more than 20 years. “Orange gave her a home,” said her friend and neighbor 
Martha Jeen Jacobson.

After her stint at Montpelier, Pat decided to pursue writing full-time. In addition 
to OC Magazine, she wrote for the Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, Southern 
Accents, House Beautiful, Garden Design, and Better Homes and Gardens. She was 
recognized for her writing with awards from the National Federation of Press Women 
and the Virginia Press Women. Her last article was for the Free Lance-Star in 2015 
commemorating the 275th anniversary of Orange County.

In addition to writing, Pat’s passions included photography, traveling, gardening, 
reading, and all things historical, and she wrote about them all in her columns. 
Topics included the history of everything from cheese-making, lighting, wallpaper, 
and Colonial cooking to churches and other historic buildings in the county.

Pat served on the boards of several non-profi ts in the county. As a member of the 
Orange County Tourism Roundtable, she compiled a booklet on area history for the 
Bike Virginia participants who cycled through Orange. This led to her book Orange 
County Chronicles: Stories from a Historic Virginia County for which she won the 
Virginia Press Women’s fi rst place prize for nonfi ction writing.

See LaLand page 6 
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In the Theatre

In the Theater

In the Gallery

Rhythm and Light 

In the Theater

In the Gallery

Tayla Lynn & Tre Twitty – Tickets $37 - 43 

Rhythm and Light 

★ November 10 ~ 7:30 PM

In the Theater

In the Gallery

Rhythm and Light 

Tre Twitty and Tayla Lynn thought that the fans of 
their legendary grandparents might get a kick out of 
seeing the grandkids up on stage having a great time 
singing all the classic hits.  A few shows were booked 
and just as expected, the chemistry was there.  If you 
enjoy the music of Loretta and Conway, this show is 
perfect for you!

In the Theater

In the Gallery

Rhythm and Light 

Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours: 12 – 4 Tues – Fri
540-967-5200  •  Info 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

-SOLD OUT!
★Tickets still available for 2:00 pm performance!

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

aughs abound in this
bestselling Christmas

classic by Barbara Robinson!
The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever follows the outrageous
shenanigans of the Herdman
siblings, or “the worst kids in
the history of the world.” The
siblings take over the annual
Christmas pageant in a hilar-
ious yet heartwarming tale
involving the Three Wise Men, a ham, scared shepherds, and
six rowdy kids. Ralph, Imogene, Leroy, Claude, Ollie, and
Gladys Herdman are an awful bunch. They set fire to Fred
Shoemaker’s toolshed, blackmailed Wanda Pierce to get her
charm bracelet, and smacked Alice Wendelken across the
head. And that’s just the start! When the Herdmans show up at
church for the free snacks and suddenly take over the Christ-
mas pageant, the other kids are shocked. It’s obvious that
they’re up to no good. But Christmas magic is all around and the
Herdmans, who have never heard the Christmas story before,
start to reimagine it in their own way.

L

Tickets on sale now!

THE BEST 
CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER
BY BARBARA ROBINSON

DIRECTED BY JANE GARGETT

NOV 30 - DEC 16, 2018

ON THE MAINSTAGE

THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER
By Barbara Robinson
Directed by Jane Gargett
November 30 – December 16, 2018 
on the MAINSTAGE

http://www.fourcp.org
mailto:4countyplayers@gmail.com


LaLand from Page 5

One of her friends was Duff Green, a mem-
ber of a four-generation newspaper family who
worked for more than 60 years as a writer and
chief photographer for the Orange County
Review. Duff was an inspiration to Pat, and said
that “Pat often called me to pick my brain on the
history of the Potomac Fredericksburg &
Piedmont Railroad and to borrow pictures.”
They enjoyed talking together about local histo-
ry and several other subjects.

Duff’s wife Mary was in the Orange Garden
Club with Pat and also admired her: “Pat had a
lot of know-how and was always on the scene.
She did not like a lot of chit-chat at meetings
and took the club’s work of planting flowers and
trees and decorating nursing homes for
Christmas seriously.”

Pat was instrumental in organizing the beau-
tiful annual Art and Flower exhibit held at the
Arts Center in Orange. She also facilitated an
annual meeting there between the Dolley
Madison, Lake of the Woods, Madison, Orange,
and Rapid Ann garden clubs to coordinate their
schedules.

Martha Jeen said that Pat worked tirelessly to
bring the arts to the community. She was a
board member of Four County Players in
Barboursville, Central Virginia’s longest running
community theater. Pat was proud of the proj-
ects she worked on to improve the functioning
of the theater and never missed a show.

Pat was an active member of the photogra-
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Pat and George’s wedding, 1954. Photo courtesy of the LaLand family.

Judy Peterson and Laura Thompson posing with Pat’s book at the Arts Center in Orange, 2018. Photo by Barbara Wimble. 



LeLand from Page 6
phy club that met at the Arts Center,
where she exhibited her own work. I
found it challenging to find pictures of
Pat, because she was always behind the
camera, not the subject!

She served on the board of the Arts
Center for years and hired Laura
Thompson, the current Executive
Director. Laura recalled her interview
with Pat, who was poised with her clip-
board with her prepared questions.
Laura was nervous and intimidated by
Pat’s direct and no-nonsense interview
style, but Laura got the job and enjoyed
many years associating with Pat. “Pat
was all business…You had to prove
yourself to her, she did not suffer fools,”
Laura said. “She was one to get it done
and move on.” As her son said, “She
had the family trait of ‘stick-to-itive-
ness.’”

Along with her friend Sally
Honenberger, Pat headed a program for
writers at the Arts Center and worked
on their newsletter and grant applica-
tions. Her friend Judy Peterson said that
Pat was always generous with her writ-
ing expertise helping her friends with
their book projects.

Pat was a fearless traveler who jour-
neyed to every continent except
Antarctica. Alyson Sparks, a longtime
neighbor and friend, said, “Pat enjoyed
the world.” In 2010, she went (by her-
self) on her last overseas trip, a kayak-
ing excursion in Mongolia. When she
arrived, Pat found that she was the only
woman in a group of nine. But that did
not faze Pat!

Martha Jeen related that Pat was,

“always ready to go and do and to have
a ‘cuppa’ with her friends.” Pat was
famous for inviting her friends to tea
and have her talented cat Charlie enter-
tain and “play” the baby grand piano.
Charlie would walk up and down the
keys on command.

When I look over the fence between
our yards, I wish that I could have one
last cuppa with Pat and enjoy one last
conversation with her in her front par-
lor. We miss Pat, but her good works for
Orange County and her distinctive writ-

ing will live on for generations to come,
and she will continue to be an inspira-
tion to many. 

Pensive Pat sitting on a rock, 1980s. Photo courtesy of the LaLand family.

Alyson Sparks at Dogwood Village, 2018. Photo by Barbara Wimble.
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Downtown Orange Trick 
or Treating
Date: Wednesday, 
October 31, 2018
Time: 4pm-6pm
Location: Mainstreet 
and Downtown Orange, VA
Website: http://theoda.org
More Info: (540) 672-2540
An evening full of Halloween

festivities for every one of all ages. The annual children’s
downtown Trick or Treating starts at 4pm. Main Street is
closed off allowing safe entertainment and candy giveaways
to children of all ages. While the children are walking down-
town they’ll be greeted by The Good Witch, The Scarecrow,
The Wizard and Roxy the Clown. Cinderella will also be there
with music, dancing and face painting. Some of the other
things going on that day include a Child Safety Fair, Barrel
Train Rides, and St. Thomas's 12th annual Free Book Fair in
Taylor Park, where church members dress in costume and dis-
tribute free books to the children.

Scottsville’s Wizarding Fest
When:Saturday, October 27; 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Where:Downtown Scottsville More Info:

https://www.facebook.com/events/304471596630534/  
Scottsville Ministry’s fourth annual Halloween-themed

event celebrating wizardry and fantasy. Come dressed as your
favorite witch or wizard, while you walk along the enchanted
streets of Scottsville. Enjoy arts, crafts, performances and
experiences throughout the day as you immerse yourself into
a magical world.

Montpelier Hunt Races
Date: Saturday, November 3, 2018
Time: Gates open at 9:00am - 6pm
Location: James Madison's Montpelier,

11350 Constitution Highway, Montpelier
Station. Website: http://www.montpelierraces.org

More Info: (540) 672-0027
One of Orange County's most unique events, the

Montpelier Hunt Races usually features seven races. Terrier
races begin at 10:30am. Typically, the first horse race post
time is 12:30 PM and the last race usually begins between
4:30 and 4:45PM. Most races are over 2 miles and the horses
make over 2 turns around the course. For more exact details,
visit the event's website.

Orange County Free Clinic
Announces a Benefit Concert 
featuring Dr. Richard Newman,

Organist
November 7 – 6:30 P.m. at St.

Thomas’s Episcopal Church -119
Caroline Street, Orange VA.

Free Admission- Donations are greatly appreciated to sup-
port the OCFC!Orange County Free Clinic- Community Based
Care For Those In Need!  www.orangecountyfreeclinic.org 

Orange County Happenings

www.theoda.org
540.672.2540

Barboursville Volunteer Fire Company Presents:Barboursville Volunteer Fire Company Presents:

Craft & Vendor ShowCraft & Vendor ShowCraft & Vendor Show
Saturday, November 10Saturday, November 10

10 am -2 pm10 am -2 pm
Invite and tell all your friends, to come see what goodies you 
can fi nd just in time for Christmas. Variety of small direct sale 

companies and crafters with wonderful handmade work.

If you are interested in being a vendor you can call/text
Stephanie at (540) 406-0128 or email at 

stephanie@smalltalkva.com  $30 table/spot $20/extra 

5251 Spotswood Trl. Barboursville

Barboursville Volunteer Fire
Company Presents:

Come on out for our fi rst
 Trunk or Treat!

October 27, 2018• 6:00-9:00 pm
Everyone welomce to join in decorating vehicle 

and handing out candy!

5251 Spotswood Trl. Barboursville

http://theoda.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/304471596630534/
http://www.montpelierraces.org
http://www.orangecountyfreeclinic.org
http://www.theoda.org
mailto:stephanie@smalltalkva.com
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Orange County Happenings

Local Wine Excursion
Date: Wednesday, Thursday and

Fridays each month
Time: 5-6 hour tours
Cost: $50.00 per person, see website

for more details
Location: Central Virginia Wine

Tours
Website: http://centralvirginiawine-

tours.com/
More Info: 540-809-3494
Reserve your seat with Central

Virginia Wine Tours. Join them on their
next Local Wine Excursion including
Honah Lee Vineyard, Horton Vineyard,
Keswick Vineyard, Barboursville
Vineyard and Market at Grelen. Take a
5-6 hour tour through beautiful rural
destinations experiencing some of the
best Virginia wines, vineyards and sce-
nic places. Let Central Virginia Wine
Tours take care of the driving and let
you relax and enjoy the vineyards and
views! See their website for more
details or to reserve your seat today.
Available to reserve a seat Wednesdays
through Fridays every month.

Downtown Orange Holiday Village
December 1 @ 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
On Saturday, December 1, 2018,

from 10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. downtown

Orange becomes an old-fashioned holi-
day village! filled with holiday music, a
model train display, food, seasonal ven-
dors, and Santa!

The annual event will bring together
live holiday music, downtown mer-
chant Open Houses, a Makers Craft
Village, restaurant specials, Santa!, chil-
dren’s activities, and local church
bazaars.

There will be plenty of free parking
readily available within easy walking
from all the activities so don’t hesitate
to plan on spending a wonderful
Saturday in downtown Orange.

Th is show will include work from over 25 artists and artisans, 
both locally as well as around the country. 

Th e exhibit runs from November 9th - January 6th, 2019.

Celebratory Group Show

Kerith Lisi “Inside Out,” 6”x6”
Book on Board

Alex Gould “Ground Speed,” 19”x30”
Watercolor on Paper 

121-B South Main Street
Gordonsville • 540-832-6352

www.facebook.com/anniegouldgallery
www.instagram.com/anniegouldgallery

Annie Gould Gallery

DAVID LEE JONES
2018 Best County2018 Best County

 Male Artist Male Artist

One Night One Night 
Only!Only!

Saturday, November 3rd 
Doors open at 7 PM

$10 cover charge

Carolina Music Awards Winner
Come get your country on at
Louisa County Moose Lodge

LOUISA MOOSE #2065
349 School Bus Road 

 Louisa VA

In the Theatre

★ December 7th – 9th

Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours: 12 – 4 Tues – Fri
540-967-5200  •  Info 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

•December  7th at 7:00pm • December 8th at 2:00pm & 7:00pm
•December 9th at 2:00pm

Bringing Charles Dickens’ beloved novel to life, Lionel Bart’s Oliver! takes audiences on a wild 
adventure through Victorian England. Join young,orphaned Oliver Twist as he navigates 
London’s underworld of theft and violence, searching for a home, a family, and – most 
importantly – love. With spirited, timeless songs like “As Long as He Needs Me,” “Food, 
Glorious Food,” and “Where is Love,” Oliver! is a musical classic.

LIONEL BART’S OLIVER! Is presented through special arrangement
with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance
materials are also supplied by MTI. www.MTIShows.com

Directed by Peggy Sadler.

LIONEL BART’S OLIVER! – Tickets $21-32

http://www.MTIShows.com
http://centralvirginiawine-tours.com/
http://centralvirginiawine-tours.com/
http://centralvirginiawine-tours.com/
http://www.facebook.com/anniegouldgallery
http://www.instagram.com/anniegouldgallery


In celebration  of  Manufacturing  Day,
RIDGID® opened  its  doors  on  October
23,  2018 to more than 100 students
from Orange County High School, as part
of an effort to correct the misperceptions
about  today’s  manufacturing  environ-
ment  and  draw  attention  to  the out-
standing opportunities that a career in
manufacturing can provide. Planned pre-
sentations include those on the company
history,  how  RIDGID  incorporates  tech-
nology into  their  operations,  the  man-
ufacturing  process, safety, and
more.Manufacturing Day is an annual
national event executed at the local level
supported by thousands of manufactur-
ers  as  they  host  students,  teachers,  parents,  job  seekers,  and  other  local  com-
munity  members at open houses, plant tours, and presentations designed to show-
case modern manufacturing technology and careers. 

“There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  highly  skilled  professionals  in  the  man-
ufacturing  sector  who  can  design,  program,  and  operate  technology,”  said Phil
Geer,  Director  of  Economic  Development.  “The  average  age  of  a  manufactur-

ing  employee  is  56,  and  between  now  and  2020
there  will  be  an  unprecedented shortage of skilled
workers who will need to be replaced.”“RIDGID has
a long history of beinga strong supporter of the
trades, whether that’s been equipping emerging pro-
fessionals at national apprentice competitions with
tools to get started, or partnering with local  schools
like  Orange  County  High  School  to  introduce  stu-
dents  to  career  opportunities  in  manufacturing,”
said  Mike  Rutkowski,  RIDGID  Plant  Manager.
“Manufacturing  and  the  trades  play  a  vital role
in our country and RIDGID is excited to be a part of
sharing with our students some of the career s avail-
able to them in the field.”About RIDGID®

RIDGID is a global manufacturer of more than
300 dependable and innovative tools, trusted by the

professional trades in over 140 countries. RIDGID products are designed to help pro-
fessionals in the demanding commercial, industrial and energy markets install and
maintain the world’s infrastructure with greater certainty and efficiency.
Headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, RIDGID is a business unit of Emerson™, a global
innovator in technology and engineering.More information on Manufacturing Day
is available at www.mfgday.com

During Veterans Day Weekend, Montpelier says "thank you" to all U.S. military
veteran visitors by offering free House tours, including entry to our exhibition The
Mere Distinction of Colour. At the David M. Rubenstein Visitor Center, browse the
galleries and our Museum Shop, which offers a wide range of locally-sourced prod-
ucts, jewelry, and books. U.S. military veterans will receive a 10 percent discount on
any purchase! In the Exchange Cafe, enjoy award-winning barbeque and other spe-
cialty foods. Visit the archaeology lab, Mr. Madison's Temple, and the Madison fam-
ily and slave cemeteries. Discount does not include non-military members.
November 9, 2018 - November 18, 2018

Date: Friday, November 9, 2018 - Sunday, November 18, 2018
Time: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Cost: Free for active/retired military
Location: James Madison's Montpelier
More Info: www.montpelier.org
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In Celebration of Manufacturing Day 

WE NEED A PART-TIME REPORTER

Please email resume with samples of writing, to:

valleyeditor1@gmail.com
Carlos Santos, Publisher

OC Magazine

If so, the OC  Magazine is currently seeking a part-time reporter to
write about Orange County’s rich history and interesting people.

Do you
like to
write?

Program Designed to Expand Knowledge of Manufacturing, Improve Public Perception of Manufacturing Career
Opportunities in Orange

Manufacturing Day events take place all across the country. 

Military Personnel Get Free Admission to
Montpelier Veterans’ Day Weekend

http://www.mfgday.com
http://www.montpelier.org
mailto:valleyeditor1@gmail.com
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The Mind of Madison
From the Center for the Constitution Seminar
November 16-18  

This seminar will consider several of the subjects that vexed Madison the most,
how his views evolved through his long life of public service, and the relevance (or
irrelevance) of those ideas today.

For sixty years, James Madison applied his powerful intellect to the challenges
facing the new American republic.  He and his fellow founders built a system of self-
government on a foundation of words – written constitutions and laws.  This semi-
nar will consider several of the subjects that vexed Madison the most, including (i)
the separation of powers, (ii) federalism, (iii) religious freedom and individual rights,
and (iv) slavery.  We will examine what Madison thought, how his views evolved
through his long life of public service, and the relevance (or irrelevance) of those
ideas today.

Led by David O. Stewart
After many years as a trial and appellate lawyer, David O. Stewart became a

writer of history and historical fiction.  His first book, The Summer of 1787: The
Men Who Invented the Constitution, was a Washington Post bestseller and won the
Washington Writing Award as Best Book of 2007.  Later works include Impeached:
The Trial of President Andrew Johnson and the Fight for Lincoln’s Legacy,” American
Emperor: Aaron Burr’s Challenge to Jefferson’s America, and Madison’s Gift:  Five
Partnerships That Built America.   His histories have won the History Prize of the
Society of the Cincinnati, the Washington Writing Award, and the William H.
Prescott Award of the National Society of Colonial Dames of America.

His first novel, The Lincoln Deception, about the John Wilkes Booth Conspiracy,
was called the best historical novel of 2013 by Bloomberg View.   Sequels include
The Wilson Deception, set at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, and The Babe
Ruth Deception, who follows the Babe’s first two years with the Yankees.

Make a Visit to Montpelier Part of Your Weekend Plans!
During Veterans Day Weekend, Montpelier says "thank you" to all U.S. military

veteran visitors by offering free House tours, including entry to our exhibition The
Mere Distinction of Colour. At the David M. Rubenstein Visitor Center, browse the
galleries and our Museum Shop, which offers a wide range of locally-sourced prod-
ucts, jewelry, and books. Veterans will receive a 10 percent discount on any pur-
chase! In the Exchange Cafe, enjoy award-winning barbecue and other specialty
foods.

Bring your walking shoes and hike Montpelier's 8+ miles of walking trails
through horse pastures, wildflower meadows, and old-growth forests. Visit the
archaeology lab, Mr. Madison's Temple, and the Madison family and slave cemeter-
ies. Discount does not include non-military family members. Crossword Answers page 15
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eorge Harvey Shifflett always claimed his family was “evicted” and
“treated shabbily,” a grudge he held against federal and state authori-
ties for the rest of his life. Born in 1904 and the youngest of seven chil-
dren of Daniel and Melvina Shifflett, Harvey, as he was called, grew up

on a farm in Rockingham County in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. He
endured a strict father, tolerated hard work, obtained only a basic education and
survived the Depression. What he couldn’t prevent was eminent domain. In 1933,
his parents’ farmland was taken and home burned as part of the New Deal project
to create the Shenandoah National Park.

In a recently published book, Remembering a Blue Ridge Mountain Father,
retired Louisa educator and administrator, Sherman Shifflett recounts his father’s
life on and off the mountain. Both poignant and humorous recollections tell of a
family’s struggles in the early decades of the 20th century. Self-sufficiency meant
raising livestock and hunting for meat, canning and drying fruits and vegetables,
and stashing any little money in jars instead of trusting banks. Trips to Harrisonburg
to buy food staples were rare, but often included selling surplus farm products and,
if possible, buying shoes. Sherman’s father knew the meaning of “hand-me-downs.”    

“The Skyline Drive goes right through my grandfather’s farm,” said Sherman. “It
caused a lot of bitterness among the people and my father said that state authori-
ties torched the house almost before he was out of sight. Grandfather lost 250 acres
and was paid $3,053, which might have been a fair price back then.”

In late September, Donna and Eddie Patrick hosted a book signing for author Sherman Shifflett at their Louisa restaurant, Smokin’ Eddie’s. 

Author Sherman Shifflett reminisced with Evalyn Brown, a friend of his
sister Chellie, who stopped by during a book signing at the Fabric Hut 

and Gift Gallery last month. 

Recollections - 
On and Off the

Mountain
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

G



Harvey and his wife Nelie along with
their younger children and his parents
relocated to Colesville in Albemarle
County. Sherman was born there, and
remembers his father working for an
orchard owner along with enjoying
hunting and fishing. But, the feeling of
resentment never faded.

“He missed the mountains. After he
retired, frequently on Sunday after-
noons we’d take him to the Skyline
Drive and drop him off near the area of
the old family farm. He would sit on a
rock all day and just whittle – until we
picked him up,” Sherman wrote.

Known for his ability to tell stories,
flattering or not, about his own life,
Sherman’s unique perspective on his
father’s years permeates the book’s
anecdotes. For instance, Harvey passed
his work ethic on to his children. The
chores of Sherman’s youth included

working in the family’s extensive gar-
den and feeding chickens. He related
incidents about the rooster Big Boy and
his father’s admonition to the hens that
“an egg a day keeps the ax away.”  

His father kept hounds, a variety of
coon dogs, blue ticks and Black and
Tans. The book contains numerous
hunting stories, a passion of Harvey’s
and a source of meat, including squir-
rel, duck and rabbit. Once, Sherman
asked his father if he’d ever gone bear
hunting. He replied, “Yes.” The follow
up question was “Did you have any
luck?” His father replied, “Shore did. I
did not see a single bear all day.”

Sherman’s humor, like his father’s,
is also apparent when he writes about
discipline. Harvey did not hesitate to
apply the paddle or a belt to his chil-
dren’s backsides. Restricting television

Lovely 3 acre estate within walking distance
of shops, restaurants and the Louisa Court
House Square.  Stroll across the railroad tracks
to the Purcell Gallery and the Cooke Haley
Theatre at the Louisa Arts Center.

5 spacious rooms in the main house, 
plus elaborate continental breakfast.

Cabin Suite also available.  
Rooms from $119 to $159 per night

off season.

Photos and details at our website:
www.BoxleyPlaceInn.com

540-967-1595

Receptions • Reunions • Retreats

The Boxley Place Inn
c. 1860 National Historic Register

Virginia Historic Landmark

Luxury and comfort 
in the fabulous 
Ethel Suite with 

private bath.

A Bed and Breakfast

A symbolic chimney erected in Rockingham County as part of the Blue Ridge
Heritage Project bears the name of Daniel Shifflett, Sherman Shifflett’s grandfather

who was displaced by the creation of the Shenandoah National Park. 

Remembering a Blue Ridge Mountain Father recounts the life of George Harvey
Shifflett through the recollections of Sherman Shifflett with help from his siblings. 

Photo courtesy of Sherman Shifflett.

In the Theatre

Seasons... Brought to and produced for you 
by the Living Water Fellowship Church.

• November 3 ~ 3:00 PM
It is a play that will draw many emotions. Some
will identify with certain characters that have been
through losing a child, abusive men, missing fa-
thers in their lives, and more. It has many funny
moments as one character, Mrs Thomas, leads
this group of interesting women. One of the most
powerful parts in the play is when victims of police
brutality come to life to give their side of the story.
This is a play for every age, gender, and race.

Purcell Gallery and Box Office
Hours: 12 – 4 Tues – Fri

540-967-5200  •  Info 24/7 at
LouisaArts.org

See Shifflett Page 14
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Shifflett from page 13

or telephone time was not an option since the family had neither. Grounding would-
n’t work, because they didn’t have a car. Teachers and other authoritative adults
were always right and were unconditionally to be respected

Above all, Sherman used the term “a good man” to describe his father. The book
lists some of the man’s homespun advice. “The only time you look down on some-
one is when you are trying to help them up.”  “Give more than you take.” “You can’t
travel the road of life by looking in the rear-view mirror.”

Several of his philosophical expressions centered on animals. “About as useless
as putting a milk pail under a bull.”  “As happy as a pig in slop.” “If a jackass kicks
me once, it’s his fault. If he kicks me twice, it’s my fault.”

In 2018, Sherman and two brothers visited the Elkton site established by the Blue
Ridge Heritage Project in Rockingham County which honored property owners who
were displaced by the park. His grandfather’s name is listed on the brass plaque
attached to a symbolic stone chimney.

Although the author claims he never intended to write a book, Friends and fam-
ily urged him to preserve Shifflett history. So, Sherman began compiling anecdotes
from his personal memories and those of his siblings. After a Richmond-based syn-
dicated reporter included him in a story about the Blue Ridge Heritage Project,
Sherman heard similar requests from numerous acquaintances and former students
from across the country. His book is the result of a three-year effort to compile,
organize and write, plus accumulate photographs.

After graduating with a bachelor’s degree from East Tennessee State University
in 1966, Sherman was drafted into the army, served two years then returned to the
Charlottesville area. He never intended to teach, but a long-term substituting oppor-
tunity at Louisa County High School led to a 31-year career, first as a business then
visiting teacher, and later as vocational director, and eventually an assistant princi-
pal. He also coached cross country and track. Sherman earned a master’s degree
from the University of Virginia.

Active in the community, Sherman is serving his fourth term as the Mineral dis-
trict school board representative. He was involved in the Mineral Historical
Foundation, as well as served on the Industrial Development Authority and the
Louisa County Parks and Recreation Advisory Council. A strong supporter of the
Louisa Education Foundation, Sherman is the school board’s liaison.

And, what’s next? Sherman is gathering information for a second book focusing
on his mother’s side of the family.

Copies of the book can be purchased at the Fabric Hut or by contacting the
author at sherwood@firstva.com

Daniel and Melvina Shifflett farmed land in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

A 1930s photograph
shows Nelie Florence and

George Harvey Shifflett with
three of their children, Ed,

Beulah and Ferrell. An aunt is
in the background.

All photos 
courtesy 

of 
Sherman Shifflett

Sherman Shifflett is pictured in the late 1940s with his sisters, Chellie and Nancy.

mailto:sherwood@firstva.com
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EVENT

HOLIDAY BAZAAR: Saturday,
November 10, sponsored by
Cunningham United Methodist
Women. Annual Fall Holiday
Bazaar will be held at the
church, 3389 Thomas Jefferson
Parkway, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Featured will be handcrafted
items/home baked pies, cakes,
cookies, breads/Jams and pick-
les, Grandma’s Attic Treasures,
Raffle drawing for hand made
queen quilt. Breakfast/lunch for
purchase. Come join us!

ANNUAL BAZAAR: Mineral
United Methodist Church spon-
soring their Annual Bazaar on
Saturday, November 10, 2018
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 301 W
Third Street, Mineral VA 23117.
Come for Cinnamon
Buns/Coffee and Crafts of all
descriptions and our famous
BAKE SALE!

HAPPY FACE PARTY:
Fluvanna Christian Service
Society’s annual Happy Face
Party will be held December 1,
at Central Elementary School,
3340  Central Plains Road,
Palmyra. Toy and food donation
boxes are located at Fluvanna
County Public Library, Orme
Fitness, Monticello Country
Realtors, Spectrum Fitness
Center, Lake Monticello club-
houses and local churches. To

VOLUNTEER to help set-up or
to help at the party, call Mary
Kidd at (434) 589-0910. 

FOR SALE

CEMETERY SITES: Holly
Memorial Gardens and
Monticello Memory Gardens.
Significant savings. Call (434)
295-1750. 

HELP WANTED

FARM HELP WANTED: Alpaca
farm needs help with maintain-
ing grounds, fences and gates,
plus animal care and handling.
20 hours per week. Must be able
to lift 50 pounds. Will train!
Palmyra area. Call (434) 589-
2488 for more information. 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES:
For current home rentals call
(434) 589-7653 for Genevieve or
email:MonticelloPropertiesMgt
@gmail.com

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD:
Reserve Thistle Gate Vineyard
for your next organization or pri-
vate event. Located at 5199 W.
River Road, Scottsville, VA. We
are a family-owned and tended
vineyard. Contact Leslie at (434)
327-3137 or leslie@thistlegat-
evineyard.com. 

SERVICES 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINT-
ING: also Tin Roofs, Fences,
Decks stained, gutter cleaning
and power washing. Over 40
years experience. Call (434)
962-6484 or (434) 296-3146

CLASSES FOR CPR/FIRST
AID/AED: Receive American
Heart Association Certifications
from a Certified Instructor:
Tammy Tomanek, Call (434)
962-2401 or visit:
https://www.cpr-instructor.com.
Individual, small, or group class-
es on site or in your place of
business. 

HEARING AIDS! Medical-
Grade Hearing Aids for less
than $200! FDA-registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-
art features & no audiologist
needed. Try it RISK FREE for 45
days Days! Call 1-(855) 408-
4459. 

KNEE, BACK or JOINT PAIN?
If you are suffering from joint
pain maybe a pain relieving
Orthotic Brace can help! We
handle the paperwork! Call now
1(855) 496-7716. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE:
Carpentry, painting, power
washing, gutter work, fencing,

tree work, reseeding, fertilizing,
mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for a free estimate 540-937-
2144 or 540-522-1662.

LOHR’S PIANO SALES &
SERVICE: Reliable quality tun-
ing and repair with 40 years
experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos priced
reasonably. 
Call 540-672-5388, evenings.
Depend on Lohr’s for your piano
needs. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS AND
DEPENDENTS: Do you know
your Veterans Benefits? We do!
Virginia Department of Veterans
Services, https://www.dvs.vir-
ginia.gov or, https://www.virgini-
aforveterans.com. Need Help?
Call 1(800) 827-1000, M-F, from
8 a.m to 9 p.m., Veterans Affairs
Benefits and Services. Or
phone: (434) 529-6431. 

WANTED

OLD COINS: I buy old coins.
434-466-7968.

FOR SALE

RENTALS

EVENTS SERVICES

WANTED

SPECIAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED
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Sponsors: 

Ring in the Holidays at the 2nd Annual

* Live Holiday Music * Visit with Santa * Restaurant Specials
* Maker’s Market * Make & Take Crafts * Local Theater 

* Local Merchant Open Houses

Saturday December 1st * 10am - 3pm • Main Street, Orange

For up to date information please visit
 www.theoda.org/downtown-orange-holiday-village or call 540 672 2540.

Downtown Orange Downtown Orange  
 Holiday VillageHoliday Village

ORANGE COUNTY VA
 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

http://www.theoda.org/downtown-orange-holiday-village
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