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The Story of Renate Ruzich – 
A Tale of Survival and Triumph

By Barbara Wimble
Correspondent
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uring my interviews for
articles for OC
Magazine, I have met so
many delightful people

who have wonderful stories to tell of
their lives. I have become especially
inspired to know more about some of
our “mature” residents whom I call
“sparkling gems.” I was told about one

such gem – a woman who wrote a book
called Jumping Off the Devil’s Shovel
about her 1945 refugee journey in
Europe. After reading her book, I was
amazed at her story and couldn’t wait
to meet her. Who is this woman who
survived challenges beyond imagina-
tion?

I recently had the pleasure of spend-

ing several hours with this great lady,
Renate von Kuenheim Ruzich, in her
apartment at Dogwood Village of
Orange County. I instantly took a liking
to this affable woman. Renate’s
German accent and mannerisms
brought me back to listening to my own
grandmother, who left Germany to
come to the United States after World
War I, a generation before Renate did,
and experienced her own adventures
and challenges.

Although her eyesight may now be
clouded, Renate’s memories are sharp,
and as vividly as she recalled the hor-
rors of her flight, she also remembered
the happy times and told those stories
with humor and a twinkle in her eye. As
she related her story, I could see the
tenacity, strength, and adventurous
spirit that saw her through the hardship
and adversity she endured. Listening to
her talk about her life was living history.
How many opportunities do we get to
talk to those who have experienced
such a journey?

Renate theatrically posing
for pictures in her 

apartment at Dogwood
Village. Her good humor

and zest for life shows
through. She has worn a

braid most of her life and at
one time, it was so long 

she could sit on it!
Photo by Barbara Wimble

Cover designed by 
Marilyn Ellinger

The Cover

See Renate Page 4

A 1968 photo of Renate and her horse, “Contessa,” an outstanding jumper and dressage horse. Photo courtesy of  Renate Ruzich

D



 Renate with Anna Marie DiMio Dowen, Outreach Director of The Arts 

Center in Orange, at Dogwood Village, where Renate exhibited some of 

her art for the Art Adventures program. 

Photo courtesy of The Arts Center in Orange

 Background

Renate instructed me to “Google” the East Prussians’ evacuation of 1945 to learn 
more about it. I did when I got home and was embarrassed about how little I knew 
about the history of this part of Germany near the end of World War II. Between 
January and March 1945, two million German civilians and military personnel 
from East Prussia were evacuated west in an effort to avoid the approaching Soviet 
army. This is considered the largest human exodus in history. The refugees feared 
the Soviets because of the atrocities they were rumored to have infl icted. It was 
the coldest winter on record, and the refugees were exposed to the elements and 
starving along the way. It was reported that almost 32,000 civilians died during the 
evacuation.

I recommend that you read her book, and I won’t spoil it by sharing too many 
details. Renate was on her own for the majority of her journey, with only her horse 
“Tasha” as a companion. Tasha was an integral part of her survival. In addition to 
transportation, Tasha gave her warmth, and they cared for each other and shared a 
special bond. Imagine a girl of 17 – a teenager – surviving such a journey. She did it 
with skills she learned as a child at home on their farm. She and her brother, Gert, 
were taught about plants, how to take care of animals, including farrier skills from 
the blacksmith, and how to shoot a pistol. On the road, Renate was resourceful and 
knew what to look for in the abandoned farms and houses, the tools that would be 
helpful, and where the food might be hidden. She said that raw potatoes were not 
at all good to eat, but raw turnips were not so bad. Tasha was picky about dirty hay 
but of course adapted, too. Using these skills, combined with the kindness of some 
strangers and a little luck, she survived.

The Interview

To my question about how she remembered so many details of her fl ight, Renate 
responded that her memories of 1945 are a “constant picture behind my eyes. I 
don’t forget it. I might have forgotten little incidents from that time – unimportant 
things – but not the things that happened to me directly. I’ll never forget those 
memories. They’re like a movie in front of my eyes…That part of my life is not like 

 4 • OC MAGAZINE •      January 25–February 21, 2019

 Renate from page 3 Renate from page 3

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

FOUR 
COUNTY 
PLAYERS

PRESENTSOF UR O RP NTSSEEOF
OC
LP

UR O
TUNO

EAYL

RP

Y T
SR

NTSSEE

SONGS IN THE CELLAR

BROADWAY  
OUR WAY:  
A TEEN MUSICAL  
REVUE

FEB 8 – 17, 2019
DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY GERI CARLSON SAULS
MUSIC DIRECTION BY ERICA UMBACK
VOCAL DIRECTION BY NATALEE LOUISE MCREYNOLDS
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ABOUT THE SHOW:
Our celebrated Songs in the Cellar cabaret series returns
with new songs, a new theme, and you guessed it: teens!
Talented teens are taking over the Cellar and bringing their
signature style and energy with this two weekend musical
revue! From classics to cutting edge, BROADWAY OUR
WAY is sure to delight musical theater lovers of all ages.

FEBRUARY 8-17, 2019
IN THE MAIN CELLAR
DIRECTED & CHOREOGRAPHED BY GERI CARLSON SAULS
MUSIC DIRECTION BY ERICA UMBACK
VOCAL DIRECTION BY NATALEE LOUISE MCREYNOLDS
PRODUCED BY TRES WELLS

Tickets 
Now on Sale



a stamp; it’s like an engraving in my mind.”
When I asked her who would play her in a movie of her life, she modestly replied, 

“I have no idea who would play me in a movie. Someone not so pretty. I was only 17. 
Someone who has been there in some way.”  (Actually, Renate was quite beautiful 
and did some modeling later. In fact, she modeled the fi rst bikini in Berlin!)

See Renate  page 6

 One of Renate’s still life oil paintings. Photo by Barbara Wimble
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120 Dogwood Lane • Orange, Virginia 22960
Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187 • dogwoodvillageocva.org

“Tradition of Excellence”

Co-Hosted by Legacy Hospice

Join us for our annual

Sw�theart Ball

Tuesday,
February

12th

from 6-8 pm
in the Senior Living
Community Room

Please RSVP to Ashley Gore by February 5th
at 540-672-1830

BAXTER IS MISSING!!!!

REWARD!REWARD!

Our boxer, Baxter, 
has been missing since 

January 10. 
He ran off that 

morning with our lab, 
but the lab returned home 

and Baxter did not. 
He was last seen on 

Shannon Hill Road in the 
Kents Store/Columbia/

Louisa area.
He was wearing his green 
refl ective collar with our 

number on it.

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT AND HELP US BRING BAXTER HOME!!
434-962-8619 or 434-962-7264

34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

New Years ’ Resolutions
 for a Healthy Smile!

Schedule  Your  Appointments  for  2018

20192019

Schedule Your 2019 Appointments TodaySchedule Your 2019 Appointments Today

New Year’sNew Year’s
for a Healthy Smile!for a Healthy Smile!

• Full Family Dentistry
• Comprehensive Orthodontic Services
• Invisalign Teen and Adult
• Most Dental Insurances accepted
• Financing Option Available
• Accepting New Patients
• Zoom Whitening 
• Sleep Apena



Renate from Page 5

She left some of the details of what she saw and experienced to the readers’
imaginations. Why? She decided that, “I would not make the book a horror story. I
will write down what I did, what I faced and how I came out of it. In the beginning,
I was tempted to be as vicious and as exact as possible. By the end, I didn’t want it
to be just another murder mystery.” 

Renate went on to talk about her journey, “Not until the end of it did some sun-
shine come out. It is so hard to explain when you don’t know where to go. You’re
alone with your animal. You get up in the morning, you dig yourself out of a snow-
drift. There is no sunshine. You look for tracks – I came from there, so I guess I’ll go
that way.” After the war, “I adjusted to a world I had never known. This may be
exaggerated, but it was do or die. Get up and do something or sit in a corner and
rot.” We all could take Renate’s words as inspiration when we are discouraged.

Aftermath 

Renate met her husband on a blind date “to spite my German boyfriend.”
Rudolph “Rudy” Louis Ruzich was in the U.S. Navy stationed in Berlin at the end of
the War. Renate said that Rudy, “was understanding and refused to even talk about
those days. The less talking about it, the better. He was right.”

When Renate came to America with Rudy, she said that she was “totally amazed
that the American population knew nothing about the war in Europe. They couldn’t
find Germany on the map. Coming to the U.S. was a big shock. Later on, when I
was working, people would say, ‘Aren’t you happy that Germany is unified?’ Berlin
was in the middle. Now it’s on the border. It’s not the same country,” she explained
to them.

Rudy was career military, and Renate loved Army life. They lived in Oklahoma,
Georgia, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. In addition, Rudy’s tours took them
overseas to Taiwan and Turkey, where she was exposed to a variety of cultures.
Although proud of her German heritage, Renate appreciated the beauty of other
countries and her curiosity and thirst for learning kept her busy and led her on
many adventures.

She said that she had a talent for learning languages. Starting in the fifth grade,
she studied English, French, and Latin, and later learned Chinese and Turkish,
which were spoken in the countries where she and Rudy lived. She said, “These are
fascinating countries when you make an effort to learn the language.”

When I asked if Renate visited her hometown in Germany, she said that her
brother Gert had, but she never did because she did not want to see the damages
inflicted to her beloved home. However, she can still remember every square foot of
their house and yard. Renate spoke fondly of the trees, including an ancient oak tree
estimated at being 1,000-years-old that was cut down after the war. She said that a
book could be written about that tree and what it saw.
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Photo of East Prussian refugees on the road. Image from Wikipedia and the German Federal Archives.

Jumping Off the Devil’s Shovel and Be Curious. The title of Renate’s first book comes
from a German saying of escaping a dire situation. The cover was painted by Renate.

Photo by Barbara Wimble



Renate from  Page 6

Passions

Renata has been a lifelong learner and curious about many subjects, but horses
have been a passion her whole life. She became accomplished in the art of dressage
– the highly skilled art of riding and training horses – and performed in exhibitions
and competitions. She later judged dressage nationwide in nearly every state,
including Hawaii. Unfortunately, in 1968, she was thrown from her horse, and broke
her back. Although she recovered, she was no longer able to compete or teach, but
was still able to judge.

While she was in Taiwan, she had “serious art lessons. My Chinese art teacher
even exhibited some of my scrolls. I felt at home there.” She also learned to paint
with oil and watercolors, but humbly said that she was “not talented in the way I
would want to be.” Renate is an accomplished artist and sketched the cover of her
first book. Her beautiful artwork is exhibited around her apartment.

She enthusiastically described her photographs and many collections and treas-
ures from around the world, including crystals, rocks, Turkish copper, and artwork.
She impressed me with her quiet demonstration of the copper “finding wires” she
received from a Cherokee Shaman. She has used the finding wires to locate water
lines to houses – similar to a divining rod. The Shaman also taught her about the
healing power of crystals.

Moving to the Area

Rudy’s last station was in the Pentagon. After his retirement, they bought a 43-
acre farm in Culpeper near the mountains they loved and lived there for 37 very
happy years. Her beloved husband died in 2010 after a long illness. They enjoyed
67 wonderful years together.

Renate has had a number of health challenges, surviving four cancer surgeries, a
broken back, two hip replacements, and a devastating car accident and feels very
blessed that she was able to come through it all.  After her car accident, Renate
moved to Dogwood Village, where she is one of the resident celebrities.

Be Curious

Renate’s second book, Be
Curious, has recently been
released. Renate said, “it is
completely and wholly positive.
The new book is short stories
with the highlights of my life.
Out of a 1,000 memories, these
are the 50 that stand out from
previous flashbacks. The second
book came up when I remem-
bered that my father always
believed that there are more
beautiful things than bad. It’s
true, and the stories are all pos-
itive.  They could be read by
kids. Two completely different
sides of life, sometimes side-by-
side, sometimes two halves.” 

There are several lessons we
can all take from Renate. First,
when you learn about history,
you appreciate and understand
better where people come
from, including the challenges
of being a refugee. Second,
every person has an interesting
story to tell. We should all ask
senior citizens about their sto-
ries. Third, I so much admire
Renate’s attitude of not focusing
on the anger and negative.
Instead, she focuses on the people who helped her and their cultures and goodness
that led to her rich and amazing life. She challenges us at the end of her second
book to see the wonders in our own lives, to seek out new experiences, and not to
rush through the years.

At the end of our interview, I told Renate that she is an interesting lady, and she
responded, “The world is interesting. Be Curious!” Thank you, Renate. I will!

Renate will be giving a talk about her new book a the Arts Center in Orange
in the coming months. In the meantime, both of her books are available at the
Arts Center, Dogwood Village, and online. 

• • •
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Photo of Renate taken in 2016 for her first 
book signing event. 

Photo courtesy of The Arts Center in Orange
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Discover the latest in wedding trends and meet trustworthy local vendors at the
Culpeper Wedding Fair. On Saturdya, Februsary 9, 2019, visit The Refinerty from
2-5 p.m. for an opportunity to kick off your wedding planniong. Couples can chat
with wedding professionals including photographers, videographers, venues,
florists, wedding coordinators and more. Enjoy free samples from a variety of cater-
ers, bakeries and food trucks. Brides can arrange make up trials and participate in
a photo booth. Plus,, receive pointers for wedding budgeting, tips for designing
tables, advice for creating a song list, among other essential wedding guidance. Be
inspired with live music  and a fashion show during  this afternoon event you won’t
want to miss.

The first 50 individuals to register for the event will receive swag bags upon
arrival. During the event, raffles will take  place every half-hour. Registeration auto-
matically enters you into the grand prize raffle for a 50/50 drawing. Central Virginia
is home to many unique venues and is a sought-after destination for weddings. The
Culpeper Wedding Fair is an experiential bridal show highlighting the area’s many
talented vendors.

Culpeper Wedding Fair, 2-5 p.m. at The Refinery, 120 West Culpeper Stret,
Culpeper, VA 22701. 

Tickets are $5 and available at https://weddingfair2019.eventbrite.com.
The Clupeper Wedding Fair is an event jointly hosted by Joy Orr of the

Refinery, and Dawn Peters and Deb Manzari.
For more information: call 540-219-1559 or www.therefineryat120.com/wed-

ding-fair/

Events and Announcements

TTavern on the James 
Presents 

Valentine’s Day Menu 
Thursday, February 14th 

With Roving Violinist 

1st Course 
Angels on Horseback or 

Chilled Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail or 
Carpaccio of Beef Tenders 

 

2nd Course 
House Made Raspberry Sorbet or 
Heart Wedges of Iceberg Lettuce 

3rd Course 
Crab Stuffed Rock Lobster Tail or 

Chicken Cordon Bleu or 
Slow Roasted Prime Rib 

 4th Course 
Tavern Tiramisu or 

Coffee Granita 

Only $75 Per Couple 

For  
Reservations  

Call: 434-960-3787 

Photo by Nugen Media

Plan your big day at the
Culpeper Wedding Fair

Lake of the Woods Lioness Lions 
Spring Craft Sale Seeking Vendors

The annual Lake of the Woods Lioness Lions Spring Craft
Sale will be held on Saturday March 23rd from 8:30 am -
2:00pm at the Locust Grove Middle School at 6368 Flat Run
Road.

Spaces are 10’ x 8’ for only 25.00. We ask that vendors pro-
VENDORS
WANTED

CRAFT SALE

02 
09 

FAIR 
WEDDING 

120 W. CULPEPER ST. CULPEPER, VA 22701 

DESSERTS 

CATERERS 

DJS 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

VIDEOGRAPHERS 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

FLORISTS 

VENUES 

INVITATIONS 

$ 5  A d m i s s i o n  p / p  

2 PM - 5 PM 

R e g i s t e r  t o d a y  o n  
E v e n t b r i t e  

The Refinery 
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PRIME RIB DINNER  $21.95
PRIME RIB SURF N TURF  $30.95

PRIME RIB & LOBSTER TAIL $33.95
10oz NY STRIP SURF-N-TURF  $27.95

NY STRIP & LOBSTER TAIL  $36.95

VALENTINE’S TRAY FOR TWO $62.95
18oz PORTERHOUSE “KING” SURF-N-TURF  $35.95

TWIN LOBSTER TAILS $36.95
BROILED SALMON (LEMON DILL OR BBQ GLAZED) $16.95

CHAMPAGNE AVAILABLE
ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS

VValentine’s alentine’s CCelebrationelebration
Feb 14th-16th

Indoor Beach PartyIndoor Beach Party
March 2nd

COCONUT SHRIMP $10.95
BLACKENED TUNA TACOS $13.95
CARIBBEAN JERK CHICKEN $12.95

CARIBBEAN JERK MAHI MAHI $16.95

Wear your best Hawaiian shirt and fl ip-fl ops!

� mslakeanna.com
5408945011

200 G Boardwalk Way • Mineral, VA 23117★ ★ LIMBO CONTEST  ★ ★ HULA HOOP CONTEST

LIVE MUSIC  BY ISLAND GERRY
 SAT 7-10:30PM

Mai TaisBahama Mamas

Annual 2019 Meeting Orange County African American Historical Society
Presents: The History of African American Boy Scouts in Orange County

Sunday January 27, 2019, 2:00 PM
at The Art Center in Orange
Presenter: Bruce Monroe
Bruce Monroe is a native Orange County resident and was a member of Boy

Scout Group 111
Business Meeting for members is from 1:30-2:00pm
More Info: (540) 672-7311

Last Saturday Art for Kids
Saturdays, January 26, February 23, March 30,

10–11am, a different activity every month! Last
Saturday Classes are FREE, but PLEASE call ahead (672-
7311) to register, so that we know how many to prepare
for. Sponsored by Horton Vineyard

Date: Saturday, January 26,2019
Time: 10:00 am - 11:00 am
Cost: Free
Location: The Arts Center In Orange, 

129 East Main St. Orange.
Website: http://www.artscenterinorange.com
More Info: (540) 672-7311

Th is show runs 
now through

 March 11th, 2019

Celebratory Group Show

Judy Ely, “Abstract Nature”
Acrylic and Paper on Board 

Chee Ricketts, “Morning Mist “ Watercolor on Canvas 

www.facebook.com/anniegouldgallery
www.instagram.com/anniegouldgallery

121-B South Main Street
Gordonsville 

 540-832-6352

Annie Gould Galleryvide their own display tables and chairs. There are about 49 vendor spaces includ-
ing arts and crafts, pottery, jewelry, cosmetics, authors, Flea Market items, a food
concession and a wonderful bake sale. We also have a photographer to take Easter
pictures. 

Call Lioness Gail Stoner at 540-388-2540 to reserve your space soon. All
Lioness profits benefit our Lioness Foundation which supports local charities includ-
ing Wilderness Food Pantry, ChildHelp, SAFE House, scholarships for local students,
Orange County Free Clinic, Bridges Outreach and more. Vendors receive all of their
own profits. Call soon for your space as they are filling quickly. 
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Presidents James Madison and Zachary
Taylor – Orange County’s Famous Kin

By Barbara Wimble
Correspondent

s we celebrate Presidents Day on February 18, it seems like a fitting
time to revisit the stories of two of Orange County’s most famous
kin. 

One of the reasons Virginia is noteworthy in United States histo-
ry is because we boast the most presidents born in any state – eight:

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, William
Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Zachary Taylor, and Woodrow Wilson. Remarkably, two
were from Orange County  – James Madison and Zachary Taylor. I’d say that is
something in which Orange County residents should take great pride! 

There are five pairs of presidents who were related to each other – John Adams,
#2, father of John Quincy Adams, #6; William Henry Harrison, #9, grandfather of
Benjamin Harrison, #23; Theodore Roosevelt, #26, cousin of Franklin D. Roosevelt,
#32; George H.W. Bush, #41, father of George W. Bush, #43; and probably the pair

whose connection is least known, Orange County’s James Madison, #4, and his sec-
ond cousin, Zachary Taylor, #12. 

What was the relationship between these two cousins from Orange County?
What were their family ties? Did they ever meet? What did they think of each other?
When researching answers to these questions, I found, as I did when doing my own
family research, that even though I had access to wonderful resources, there are
gaps and conflicting information. However, I did find some very interesting stories
about their lives. 

Family Ties
James Madison and Zachary Taylor were descendants of a long line of prominent

Virginia planters. They shared great-grandparents, Col. James Taylor II and Martha
Thompson, for whom Orange’s Taylor Memorial Park is named. Col. Taylor was one
of Governor Spotswood’s “Knights of the Golden Horseshoe,” who explored the
Virginia frontier in 1716. He acquired several thousand acres in the future Orange
County, and divided the land between his four sons, James III (Bloomsbury),
Zachary (Meadowfarm), George (Midland), and Erasmus (Greenfield). He later
acquired an additional 5,000 acres and divided it between his two daughters as
dowries. One of those daughters, Frances, married Ambrose Madison, and they
were the future president Madison’s grandparents. The Taylors’ son Zachary and his
wife Elizabeth Allerton Lee were the future president Taylor’s grandparents. This
makes Presidents Madison and Taylor second cousins. 

Births
James Madison’s parents, Col. James Madison, Sr. and Nelly Conway, lived in

Orange County with Col. Madison’s mother Frances in a four-room log home at their
Mount Pleasant plantation (which was located next to the present Madison Family
Cemetery at Montpelier). Nelly went home to be with her mother, Rebecca Catlett,
for her first child’s birth. The future president Madison was born on March 16, 1751
at Nelly’s family’s plantation, “Belle Grove,” which is located on the Rappahannock
River in King George. Ten years later, James, Sr. began construction on the first
phase of the house we know today as “Montpelier.” The Madison family depended
on the labor of slaves to run the plantation.

A

James Madison’s presidential portrait. Painted by John Vanderlyn in 1816.
Photo courtesy of wikipedia.com

Daguerreotype of President Zachary Taylor taken by Mathew Brady in 1849 about the
time of Taylor’s inauguration. Photo courtesy of the Orange County Historical Society
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The Madison and Taylor Family Tree. Compiled by Barbara Wimble

Crossword Answers page 15

Thirty-three years after
James Madison’s birth,
Zachary Taylor was born to
parents Col. Richard Lee Taylor
and Sarah Dabney Strother on
November 24, 1784 in Orange
County. The exact location of his
birth has been a subject of debate
for years. One of Washington’s
aides-de-camp, Col. Taylor was
rewarded with a tract of several thou-
sand acres east of Louisville, Kentucky.
The Taylors were preparing to leave Orange
County for Kentucky with their wagon train, but
a measles outbreak caused a delay. 

According to one account, while waiting out the six-week quarantine period at a
friend’s plantation named “Montebello” in Barboursville, Zachary was born.
Montebello is located on Route 33 between Gordonsville and Barboursville.
According to another account, President Taylor was born at “Hare Forest Farm”
located between Rapidan and Orange. That farm was once owned by William
Strother, President Taylor’s maternal grandfather. According to this account, Mrs.
Taylor returned to their former home at Hare Forest, a day’s ride away from
Montebello, to wait out the quarantine, and President Taylor was born there. In any
event, he was definitely born in Orange County. The Taylors then moved to
Kentucky where, with the help of slaves, they raised tobacco on the plantation they
named “Springfield.” 

As Frank Walker so aptly quipped in his book Remembering: A History of
Orange County, “Orange County was James Madison’s home, not his birthplace.
Conversely, Orange County was the birthplace, but not the home of Zachary Taylor.” 

Early Lives and Education
As a son of a wealthy Virginia plantation owner, Madison had the best education

available at that time. He attended boarding school from age 11 to 16, then studied
with a private tutor for two years in preparation for college. He graduated from The
College of New Jersey (now Princeton University) in 1771, and stayed for a semes-
ter of graduate studies before returning home.

In contrast with his cousin James’s elite education, there were no schools on the
Kentucky frontier for Zachary Taylor. However, both of his parents were educated
and Zachary ‘s mother taught him to read and write, just as James’s mother Nelly
did. Taylor had some schooling, but
very little formal education. 

Marriage and Family
In 1794, when he was 43, James

Madison married a 26-year-old
Quaker widow from Philadelphia,
Dolley Payne Todd. She had a son
from her first marriage, John Payne
Todd, but she and James had no chil-
dren together. When the Madisons
were not in Philadelphia or
Washington, they were home on
Madison’s Montpelier plantation,
which was described as “a squirrel’s
jump from heaven.”

In 1809, while home in Kentucky
on leave from the Army, Taylor met
Margaret “Peggy” Mackall Smith,
who was visiting her sister, a neigh-
bor of the Taylors. They married the
following year when he was 25 and
she was 21 years old. Taylor received
as a wedding present a 324-acre farm
in Kentucky from his father. They had
six children. One of their daughters,

Photograph of Margaret
Taylor, wife of Zachary Tay
lor, taken about the time of

his inauguration.
Photo from Google images 

Dolley Madison portrait engraving.See Presidents Page 12
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See Presidents Page 14

Sarah Knox Taylor, was briefly married to the future president of the Confederacy,
Jefferson Davis, but she died of malaria three months into their marriage. 

Peggy was a dutiful military wife and followed her husband on his assignments.
They lived in military outposts in rustic forts, cabins, and tents on the frontier for
most of their married life. Taylor said in his memoir that “my wife was as much a
soldier as I was.” The hard living, traveling, and births on the frontier took their toll
on her health, and some reported she was a semi-invalid by the time Taylor was
elected president. It was said that she “bitterly opposed” her husband’s running for
president and prayed that he would lose the election. Unlike Dolley Madison, Peggy
avoided the limelight and rarely left the second floor of the White House. Their
daughter, Elizabeth “Bess” Bliss, took over the First Lady duties in her absence. 

Careers
Those of us in Orange County know about James Madison’s illustrious 35-year

political career. Volumes are written about him; therefore, I’ll include just some of
the highlights. He did not set out to be a politician; instead, he considered the cler-

gy at one time and also studied law. In 1774, he became interested in politics
because of the persecution of the Baptists in Culpeper County. It was the Baptists in
Orange County who were influential in convincing Madison to include religious free-
dom in the Bill of Rights (a subject for a future article).    

In 1775, President Madison’s father was the chairman and James a member of
the Orange County Committee of Safety. His father was also the commander of the
local militia, and James participated in practicing marksmanship and drilling and
was made a colonel. His career took off in 1776, when at 25 years old, he was elect-
ed to represent Orange County at the Virginia Convention in Williamsburg.  When
he was 36, he was one of the youngest members of the Constitutional Convention.
He was a tireless scholar, writer, and advocate for democracy and the American
experiment, and he earned the titles “Father of the Constitution” and “Architect of
the Bill of Rights.” 

Madison was Secretary of State for two terms under Thomas Jefferson, and when
he was 57, elected President of the United States. He served two terms from 1809
to 1817. His presidency was clouded with conflicts with England that culminated in
the War of 1812, often called “Mr. Madison’s War. ” The conflict helped the young
United States gain credibility on the world stage.

Madison suffered with delicate health his entire life that kept him from active mil-
itary duty; however, he displayed his mettle during the War of 1812 at the Battle of
Bladensburg. On August 24, 1814, in harm’s way and armed with two borrowed
dueling pistols, he toured the ranks of the militia, watched the battle, and narrowly
avoided capture.

Zachary Taylor was a career military officer for four decades – most of his life.
His military career began in 1808, when at the age of 28, he was commissioned as
a first lieutenant in the infantry. He was soon promoted to the rank of captain and
posted to the western frontier of the United States to “police” Native Americans. He
remained there for the duration of the War of 1812 and distinguished himself
defending Fort Harrison in Indiana. 

While Zachary Taylor was one of the most celebrated heroes of that war and was
promoted to major, in peacetime his rank was reduced to captain. He then resigned
his commission and returned to his farm in Kentucky. He was not happy about his
demotion and was disappointed that President Madison supposedly failed to inter-
vene on his behalf. In a letter to Gen. Thomas Jessup in 1820, Taylor wrote that
Madison, his own second cousin, was “…perfectly callous and unacquainted with
the noble feelings of a soldier…”  Within a year, however, Taylor accepted the offer

Victorian Mourning Elegance
For those of means to aff ord mourning wardrobes, deepest mourning 
clothes were black, symbolic of spiritual darkness. Garments for deep-
est mourning were usually made of non-refl ective paramatta silk or 
the cheaper bombazine (a worsted silk or wool, a fi rm, napless fabric).   
Dresses were trimmed with crepe, a hard, scratchy silk with a peculiar 
crimped appearance produced by heat. Crape was linked with mourn-
ing  because it did not wear well with any other fabric.  Satin, velvet, 
lace or embroidery did not mix well with crape. At the end of  deepest 
mourning, crape would be removed from the wardrobe, a procedure 
called “slighting the mourning”.  Fabrics lightened to grey, mauve, laven-
der and even white for a period of half-mourning. Jewelry was limited 
to jet, a hard, black coal-like material, or Mother-of-Pearl jewelry fash-
ioned for mourning.  Oft en, the deceased’s hair would be woven into 
or incorporated into the jewelry, feathers or  other accessories.  Unlike 
women’s special mourning wardrobe, men simply wore their usual dark 
suits along with black gloves, hatbands and cravats.  Black crape arm-
bands were worn from the 1770s into the early 1900s. Children were not 
expected to wear mourning clothes, though girls sometimes wore white 
dresses. Th is temporary exhibit will be up through Spring 2019.

www.thejamesmadisonmuseum.net
129 Caroline St, Orange, VA 22960

(540) 672-1776
Tuesday - Saturday: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
$5.50 per Adult • $2.50 per child (6-17)

The Boxley Place Inn
A beautiful place to gather and relax

The Boxley 
Place Inn

Lovely 3 acre estate within walking distance of shops, 
restaurants and the Louisa Court House Square. 

4 spacious rooms plus cabin suite. 
Off-season from $119, in-season from $169.

103 Ellisville Dr, Louisa, VA 23093    540-967-1595

 Photos, online reservations and details at our website www.BoxleyPlaceInn.com

5
Off-season from $119.
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Presidents from page 13

Bloomsbury Farm, ancestral home of the Taylor family. 
Photo courtesy of the James Madison Museum of Orange County Heritage

to return to the Army with the rank of major. He went on to achieve the rank of
Brigadier General, and was the hero of the Mexican-American War (1846-48). His
military assignments took him to New Orleans, Indiana, Wisconsin, Alabama,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Florida, Arkansas, and Texas. He was popular with his men
and acquired the nickname "Old Rough and Ready" for the comradery he shared
with the enlisted men and his willingness to get his boots dirty. Taylor was a nation-
al war hero and was considered to be “America’s most popular figure” at the time
he was nominated for the presidency.  

As a career soldier, Taylor had not considered political office, never mind the
office of the presidency, but he was nominated and elected president in 1848 at the
age of 64. The first time he ever voted in a presidential election was for himself!
When asked why he did not vote in a presidential election, he supposedly respond-
ed that he did not want to vote against a potential commander-in-chief. It is also
said that because he moved around so much during his assignments to the United
States territories, he could not register to vote. He was the first professional military
man elected president and the first president who had not been elected to any office
previously. He served only 16 months before he died, and his term was fraught with
the question of slavery in the new territories. While he owned slaves, he did not sup-
port slavery in the new territories. 

Deaths
Madison died peacefully at his home of natural causes on June 28, 1836 at the

age of 85. The last of the Founding Fathers to die, he lived far longer than anyone
expected. He is buried in the Madison Family Cemetery at Montpelier. 

In 1850, President Taylor attended a July 4th celebration at the construction site
of the Washington Monument. It was a scorching hot day and according to one
account, he “consumed iced milk and cherries” and suffered from severe stomach
pains. He died five days later on July 9 at the age of 65 and the cause was listed as
cholera. Abraham Lincoln delivered his eulogy at his service. President Taylor is
buried near his home at the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery in Louisville,
Kentucky, next to his wife who died two years after her husband.

Interaction Between the Madisons and Taylors
I could find no evidence that James Madison and Zachary Taylor ever met. Taylor

grew up in Kentucky, 500 miles away from Montpelier, and Madison was already in
Congress by the time his cousin was born. It is conceivable that the Taylor family
returned to visit Orange County at some point. We know that the extended Madison
and Taylor families in Orange County frequently visited each other’s homes and
attended weddings and other local events together. In addition, the Taylor family
brought their grains to be ground at Madison’s mills. 

While I could find no correspondence between Madison and Taylor, Dolley
Madison and President Taylor did meet. Soon after Madison passed away, Mrs.
Madison returned to Washington and spent most of her 13 remaining years there.
In 1844 after she sold Montpelier, she was still in financial difficulties but that did
not affect her social status. She remained the toast of the town and never lacked an
invitation to parties and Washington events. 

She penned a letter to Gen. Taylor on June 8, 1846 when he was stationed in
Matamoros, Mexico during the Mexican War. The purpose of her letter was to intro-
duce the Reverend John McElroy, a Jesuit priest whom she had known. (Mr. McElroy
went on to be a military chaplain during the duration of the Mexican War.) She also
praised Taylor for his “mercy” and his “Patriot’s glory.” (This most likely references
his victories in the Battles of Palo Alto and of Resaca de la Palma, where he was
noted for providing medical care to the wounded Mexican soldiers left behind.) She
wished him well and signed the letter, “your friend and relation.” 

Mrs. Madison received an invitation to Taylor’s Grand Inaugural Ball. We do not
know if she attended, but we know that she attended a levee (party) at the White
House soon after Taylor became president. 

Both Mrs. Madison and President Taylor posed, at different times, for the soon to
be famous Civil War photographer, Matthew Brady. James Madison did not live to
see the advent of photography; however, Dolley, who was 17 years younger, had her
photograph taken in 1848, the first “First Lady” to be so commemorated. 

President Taylor’s photograph was taken about the time of his inauguration in
1849. A few months later, Dolley Madison passed away on July 12, 1949 at the age
of 81. She was honored with the largest funeral Washington had seen to that point
and the procession included President Taylor and his cabinet. Taylor is often credit-
ed with eulogizing Dolley, saying that she was the “First Lady.” I could find no pri-
mary source to support this claim, but, in Dolley’s obituary in the Raleigh Times on
July 27, 1849, she is referred to the “first Lady in the land.” Regardless of who said
it, Dolley Madison was the first First Lady to be called “First Lady.”

Similarities
Although very different in many ways, Madison and Taylor share some similari-

ties. Both future presidents lived in log homes as children. Both grew up on planta-
tions with slave labor and owned slaves themselves. Slavery was a contentious issue
for both of their presidencies and lives. They both began their careers in their mid-
twenties, and both served their country for approximately four decades. 

At 5’4” or 5’6”, Madison was our shortest president. His supporters, including his
secretary, Edward Coles, said he was 5’6’, but his foes denigrated him by saying he
was shorter. In a newspaper article announcing his death, the writer said of
Madison, “never have I seen so much mind in so little matter.” Taylor wasn’t much

taller at 5’8”. The average height for men at that time period was 5’9”. Regardless
of their physical statures, both men were giants. 

----
There is so much interesting history in our Orange County – subjects for many

more articles! I hope that you take advantage of the wonderful resources in our
backyard to learn more about our two presidential cousins and the history of our
county, including James Madison’s Montpelier, the James Madison Museum of
Orange County Heritage, the Orange County Historical Society, and our local library
branches.  

I would like to thank Helen Marie Taylor, a member of both the Madison and the
Taylor families; Hilarie Hicks, Senior Research Historian at James Madison’s
Montpelier; Bethany Sullivan, Director of the James Madison Museum of Orange
County Heritage; and Jayne Blair of the Orange County Historical Society; for their
help with my research for this article.

General Zachary Taylor. 
Photo courtesy of the James Madison Museum of Orange County Heritage
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EVENT

CHARLOTTESVILLE DOG-
WOOD FESTIVAL PAGEANT:
Coming up is our Annual
Dogwood Festival Pageant
“2019 Junior Court Selection”
and will have 5 age divisions
including ages 3 to 15.
Applications available on our
website: https://www.cvilledog-
wood.com/. Application deadline
is Saturday, February 16th.
Pageant will be held Saturday,
February 23, 2019, starting at
10 a.m. at the Double Tree
Hotel, Charlottesville. A $5
admission fee at the door, chil-
dren 5 and under free. 

FOR SALE

CEMETERY SITES: Holly
Memorial Gardens and
Monticello Memory Gardens.
Significant savings. Call (434)
295-1750. 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES:
For current home rentals call
(434) 589-7653 for Genevieve or
email:MonticelloPropertiesMgt
@gmail.com

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD:
Reserve Thistle Gate Vineyard
for your next organization or pri-
vate event. Located at 5199 W.
River Road, Scottsville, VA. We
are a family-owned and tended
vineyard. Contact Leslie at (434)
327-3137 or leslie@thistlegat-
evineyard.com. 

SERVICES 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINT-

ING: also Tin Roofs, Fences,
Decks stained, gutter cleaning
and power washing. Over 40
years experience. Call (434)
962-6484 or (434) 296-3146

CLASSES FOR CPR/FIRST
AID/AED: Receive American
Heart Association Certifications
from a Certified Instructor:
Tammy Tomanek, Call (434)
962-2401 or visit:
https://www.cpr-instructor.com.
Individual, small, or group class-
es on site or in your place of
business. 

HEARING AIDS! Medical-
Grade Hearing Aids for less
than $200! FDA-registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-

art features & no audiologist
needed. Try it RISK FREE for 45
days Days! Call 1-(855) 408-
4459. 

KNEE, BACK or JOINT PAIN?
If you are suffering from joint
pain maybe a pain relieving
Orthotic Brace can help! We
handle the paperwork! Call now
1(855) 496-7716. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD &
HANDYMAN SERVICE:
Carpentry, painting, power
washing, gutter work, fencing,
tree work, reseeding, fertilizing,
mulching & more. Fully insured.
Call for a free estimate 540-937-
2144 or 540-522-1662.

LOHR’S PIANO SALES &
SERVICE: Reliable quality tun-
ing and repair with 40 years
experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos priced
reasonably. 
Call 540-672-5388, evenings.
Depend on Lohr’s for your piano
needs. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS AND
DEPENDENTS: Do you know
your Veterans Benefits? We do!
Virginia Department of Veterans
Services, https://www.dvs.vir-
ginia.gov or, https://www.virgini-
aforveterans.com. Need Help?
Call 1(800) 827-1000, M-F, from
8 a.m to 9 p.m., Veterans Affairs
Benefits and Services. Or
phone: (434) 529-6431. 

WANTED

OLD COINS: I buy old coins.
434-466-7968.

Answers 
to the Crossword Puzzle

from page 11

FOR SALE

EVENTS

RENTALS

SERVICES

SPECIAL  NOTICES

WANTED

Mighty Mart Exxon 25
BBQ Exchange 50
BB&T Bank 25
Gordonsville Town Office 25
Visitors Center 25
Pomme Restaurant 25
Kresek Kakers 75 Box
Gordonsville P.O. 75 Box
Gordonsville Area 
Medical Center 25
Gordonhouse 25
Inwood 200
Vallero 25
7-11 25
Premier Realty 25 Box
Horton Cellars 75
Barboursville Mobil 100 Box 
Barboursville Vineyards 75
Four County Players 50
Somerset Center Store 50
P.S. Hair Solon 25
Inn at Poplar Hill 10
Budget Inn 25 Box
Comfort Inn 100 Box
Mayhurst Inn 25
Orange Family Physicians 75

Spectrum Physical Therapy 50
Farm Credit Country Mortgage 10

Orange Madison Coop 100
Ridgeview New Holland 25
Holladay House B&B 20

Frank Hardy Sotheby's Realty 5
Union Bank 50
Orange Pharmacy 50
Orange Department of 

Community Development 25/75
Box

Orange County Office
Building 75 
BofA Bank 25
Orange Municipal Building 75
County of Orange Library 100
Montague Miller & 
Company Realtors 50 Box
The Light Well Coffee & 
Tavern 50
Virginia National Bank 25
The Art Center of Orange 50
Happy Garden 50 Box
Jack Samuels Realty 10
Orange Visitors Bureau 50
Mario's 50 Box
Virginia Community Bank 50
Dollar Tree 100
BB&T Bank 50
Silk Mill 200
Orange County Free Clinic 50
Goodwill 350
Food Lion 200
Lil' off the Top Hair and Tan 25
Round Hill Inn 75
Fox Trail Nursing Home 25

UVA Medical Offices 200
CVS 25
Dogwood Senior Living 100
Dogwood Nursing Home 100
Orange County Airport 25
Unionville P.O. 200 Box
Edwards Store Exxon 50
Lake of the Woods P.0. 
200 Box
Top's China 100
Fresenius Medical Care 25
CVS 400
Union Bank 25
Lake of the Woods Gate 25
OC Chamber of Commerce
Orange County Tattoos 

Germans Heights Apartments 25
Germana Community College 25

Weichert Realtors 25
Lon's Garden 10
Eleni's Restaurant 50
Hong Kong Chinese 
Restaurant 25
The Market at Locust 
Grove Exxon 100
Short Food Mart 
Citgo 200 Box

Where can I pick up my OC Magazine? 
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In the TheaterIn the Theater
Eleanor Roosevelt - Across a Eleanor Roosevelt - Across a 
Barrier of Fear – Tickets $10Barrier of Fear – Tickets $10

The Nerd – Tickets $22 - 27 

Bill Wellington: The Midnight Ride 
of Jack Jouett – Tickets $14 – 16

Hotel California – Tickets $41 - 43 

★★ Sunday, Feb 24 at 2:00 PM

★★ Friday, Mar 9 through Sunday, Mar 11 

★★ Friday, Mar 17 ~ 7:30 PM 

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884 - 
1962) was at one time the 
most loved woman in the 
world, and the most 
despised.  She was an 
aristocrat who cham-
pioned the rights of 
workers, a mother who 
believed in “vision and 
bigness of soul,” the 
author of books and 
magazine columns, the 
wife of four-time 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and a 
diplomat and tireless worker for universal 
human rights.  Nevertheless, she began life as an 
“ugly duckling,” painfully shy and lonely.  Our play 
tells how she ultimately achieved greatness, “across 
a barrier of fear.” Written by Sharon Whitney.

Willum Cubbert, an unassuming young architect 
that lives in Terre Haute, Indiana, seems to have a 
relatively normal life.  He has his close friends Tansy 
and Axel, a good job even with his overbearing boss 
and tries to live carefree as possible. So, what 
happens when Rick Steadman, the man that saved 
Willum’s life in Vietnam arrives unexpectedly? Th e 
catch is that Rick and Willum have never met, so 
when Rick’s personality is revealed the chaos that 
ensues is almost more that Willum can stand. 
Experience what it is like to come face to face with 
“Th e Nerd.”  THE NERD is presented by special
arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc, New 
York.

For almost three decades now, 
HOTEL CALIFORNIA has been 
recreating the legendary sound of THE 
EAGLES, and thrilling audiences all over 
the world. Th e band set the bar in 1986, 
and they’ve remained the industry leading 
substitute for Th e Eagles ever since. 
Playing to huge outdoor and arena 
audiences, sharing bills with some of rock’s 
legends, and going places no tribute band 
has gone before. HOTEL CALIFORNIA’s 
show has evolved into a masterful 
celebration of Th e Eagles’ music. 

In June of 1781, Virginia patriot, Jack Jouett, rode 40 miles 
from Louisa County to warn Governor Th omas Jeff erson 
and the Virginia legislature that the British were coming 
to Charlottesville to capture not only them, but the rest 
of the Virginia state government.  As a result, Jeff erson 
headed south and a few short months later, the British 
surrendered to George Washington at Yorktown.
Storyteller, wordsmith, and folk musician, Bill Wellington, 
is set out to give Jack his due recognition as he performs 
his program, “Th e Midnight Ride of Jack Jouett,” about 
Jouett’s amazing ride through the countryside.  Join us for 
a fun and educational evening!

In the Gallery :In the Gallery : Fire and Ice
•Show opening reception is January 25th from 6-8pm. 
•This show will run from January 25th, 2019 to March 22nd, 2019. 
•The Purcell Art Gallery is open Tuesday through Friday from 12-4pm.

Purcell Gallery and Box Office Hours:  12 – 4 Tuesday – Friday
540-967-5200 • Tickets 24/7 at LouisaArts.org

★★ Friday, Feb 15 at 7:30 PM
    Whether it’s fi shing with Huckleberry Finn, or convincing his 
friends to whitewash Aunt Polly’s fence, nobody loves life more 
than the irascible Tom Sawyer.  Th en one night in a spooky 
graveyard, Tom and Huck stumble upon a deadly secret.  Will 
they be able to save Muff  Potter from the treacherous Injun Joe 
before it’s too late?
   Th is production is brought to you by the Louisa County 
Rotary Foundation.

★★ Friday, Mar 29 ~ 7:30 PM  

Venue: 
Louisa Arts Center

Free On-Site 
Parking Available

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Tickets $10 - 20 AUDITIONS!
DIRECTED BY ELEANOR DREW PERKINSON

AND THE CENTRAL VIRGINIA THEATRE PRESENTS

JANUARY 26, 2019 AT
12:00 PM

LOCATION: 212
FREDERICKSBURG AVE.

LOUISA, VA 23093

AGES 20 AND OLDER
ARE ENCOURAGED TO

AUDITION 
PREPARE TO READ

DIRECTLY FROM SCRIPT

LOUISAArtsCENTER

DATE:

DETAILS:
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