The Fluvanna Review wins seven VPA awards

Controversy roils over proposed

LGBTQ rainbow Fluco symbol

BY RUTHANN CARR AND HEATHER MICHON
CORRESPONDENTS

V PA B Hits 100 percent award rate for news coverage sy chiitina bimeo, editor

Association
The Fluvanna Review won seven Virginia
Press Association (VPA) awards for its
news coverage and advertising design
in 2018.
For the first time since the Fluvanna
Review began participating in the VPA

Rainbow F controversy pushed another
month

School Board vote ends in a tie

BYRUTHANN CARR
CORRESPONDENT

do more research and discuss it further
with their lawyer.

Their questions centered around
whether the school or the public owned
the Fluco F logo trademark.

They will take up the request again in
December’s meeting,

During the second round of public
comments, the community chided the
board.

“Your all's decision was a cop out,”
said Ben Fick “You're afraid to let the
kids color in your logo. It's an F logo with
wings on it and yourre all like I don't
know what to do. I don’t know what to
do It's a cop out.”

The Alliance Club is

community members
packed the auditorium
Wednesday (Nov. 7) for
the Fluvanna School
Board meeting.

During public com:
ments it became clear
why they were there:
Item “B" on the action
agenda: “Approval of Alli

ance Club request (o give
out stickers to teachers
displaying the Fluco 'F' in

in government writing for her Board of
Supervisors coverage.

Correspondent Ruthann Carr took first
place in education writing for her re-
porting on the controversy that roiled

Advertising designer Lynn Stayton-Furell
won first place in lifestyles advertising,
third place in member self-promotion ad-
vertising, and third place in professional/
technology services advertising.

“I'm proud of my staff and of the news-
paper, said publisher Carlos Santos. “|
think the VPA awards show how hard we
work to bring the very best newspaper
we can to Fluvanna County residents ev-

Even after a month of study,
the Fluwvanna School Board still
isn't any closer to an answer

10 create a rainbow F logo for the group
10 use to “encourage a safe, accept-
ing space in our school.” Originally the
group wanted (o offer stickers to teach-

about allowing the Alliance

Club to rainbow-color the Fluco  ers and staff to display in their room as a

logo. “safe space” for LGBTQ students.

With Andrew Pullen (Co- Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host
s Wednes and blogger for the conservative Bearing

students and their allies
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before the public in an open m
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By the time the issue
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Rob Schilling got hold of the
Alliance Club letter that Super
intendent Chuck Winkler pre
sented to the School Board in
an Oct. 10 closed session.
Bearing Drift, which bills
itself as “Virgi

Voters will decide on 4 percent tax

BY CHRISTINA DIMEQ
EDITOR

Albemarle, Greene, Nelson and Madison.

Four people who were among the first

were reading a suspenseful whodunit story. | particularly liked the style in which you included com-
ments from the students, which really painted a picture of how taboo this topic is for this community.

to know of the club’s formal request to
the administration — Winkler and three
School Board members, Chair Perrie
Johnson (Fork Union), Charles Ritten
house (Cunningham) and Andrew Pullen
(Columbia) - have all said, “I hear a lot of
people had that letter.”

Madison, Culpeper, Orange, Farmville
and Richmond.

fax, up 1o $100, to cover the associated
costs. Supervisors consideres

o the Nov. 6 ballot

Supervisors_have_lon,

A voter’s guide t

a’s conservative

voice™ ran a Schilling blog post
Local optit S

on !

Delegate Rob Bell (R Albemarle), \AI;I
represents part of Fluvanna if the 5 5
Districs, poinied out that this amescs
j on. "All it does is allow

74 :

o1 local opti
for d nts a Il GbOUt- mestisalocalonion B a0 .
“\ What are those amendme A - T4 AWARD: FIRST PLACE

iy 0 s oan't do.” he ol el
] o ComISTINA DO e ot plalses Iformaton MECHL  you Wt REET L i Category: Lifestyles advertising AWARD: THIRD PLACE
g BYC ‘o pe! i | fluyvanna voters shoul o " = e County, have . . g
:::. EDITOR ot ‘;’RLT: :::'?{.i{.‘ el.f‘::.\‘::.”:::nmw of Representatives rz;:“r:,": E“:\:vi m;;g; Lm::l mrvmﬁ Winner: Lynn Stayton-Eure” Category: Public Safety Wr|t|ng
0 rainia, SAMPLE BALL L tional amends i they wanted the abilty t patialy : X X . . .
";:':‘r camn':/:?:ﬁm; of Virginia, sed are ‘IL‘:’::E‘[::::::‘T‘:‘\(;\ every year exernpt from real ?*:‘dt';‘u;‘::“‘l“:‘:::‘ Entry: Orme Famlly Fitness campaign Winner: Heather Michon
Smith %:":;V:"?Sf'?:lfﬁff ments hat seett 10 PP 8 4o they mean - In PIAB  guiners who undertoo phamces
uesday, tovert 4 4

SRR
Whatare they 4nC Tacasures, Bell said. As the

ol o oty ca . Judge’s comments: Fabulous ads that shout of fitness Entry:
: o g OO s doesnt esonate With 3 . . . . . . .
ot AT et m—— K i e et L doent in a clean, organized and superb layout of information. Blowe found guilty in 2016 shootout
T et o rsaias conddate et 1k axy sy 0 B i e ‘ et question 078 v?:’l:.c B e bapinotin ' ) . . .
R B o - soiond grevnent S — Some of the best looking ads | have come across. Great job! « Roach found guilty in shooting spree
: R = . . i . ) :
IC\WARD.'FGIRST - i) [ " Fluvanna SplItS ticket on Lynn Stayton-Eurell Man sentenced in unusual DUI case
ategory: Government writing i O el & Electi D "% S G ‘ e Judge’s comments: Solid court reporting; provides
Winner: Christina Dimeo mam] [T . ection ay ] ] 215 - han iust the bare b fth
aner] [ : [ Heather Michon more than just the bare bones of the cases.
Entry: oo ————— @ Wallops proposed meals tax OWN TIME AND o
. i (T 2 ! B
« Supervisors put meals tax on November . i il I — w890
ba”ot' VOterS W|” decide on4 percent tax Fluvanna residents will vote in Novem-  diate human consumption. A rotis of Comn| " R i ) ‘; “\,““\e‘ o) ¢J PER MONTH
. bt on whither i ineticat A Thasls Bt chicken, for example, would be subj . ) Benver L. Rigafortan Fluvanna split its ticket on Election  losing their home's tax-exempt status.  and 68.8 percent opposed. FREE 24/7 ACCESS
A t ’ . d t th N 6 b Il t Wh t k Th Iv‘:\:u\dlc?o\ml; I‘Bodul(\l]s:lw‘r l:tlv);nwralslm. s:nlm mmllket‘snln‘la: T‘?"l‘:;rvm = Teaiie G, Coshoum -0 Day (Nov. oy‘lgm‘ng for Democrat Tim Fluvagnua approved this dm‘vn(hm‘m mrku:ium Pdln:;ra,K\‘vdm\ad[\(lcu i a
¢ AvOters guige to the Nov. allot: a visors unanimously decided Wednesday  ed that about 21 busin i

are those amendments all about?
« Fluvanna splits ticket on Election Day;
wallops proposed meals tax
Judge’s comments: | appreciate the way Dimeo
provides extensive and comprehensive cover-

(Aug. 1) to direct county staff to prepare
an ordinance that would impose a meals
tax. By law, Fluvanna voters need to
approve the ordinance before it takes
effect

If voters approve, the meals tax will
be set at 4 percent. Viry

ginia code caps
county meals taxes at 4 percent and re-

quires voter approval. Cities and towns

in Fluvanna
wouild be affected by the tax

If the food isserved or sold in Fluvanna
then it would be subject to the meals tax
regardless of whether it was prepared in
an outside county.

The money collected from the meals
tax would go into the county’s general
fund, Supervisors can't promise that the
money will be spent on certain areas,

something
I

- Tost the county a
minimal amount, business owners will
have to spend money to comply as they

tally their receipts and fill out tax forms.

He also noted that credit card compa

gallot continued

Kaine for U.S. Senate and Republican
Denver Riggleman for U
resentatives for the 5

In doing s

House of Rep
it
wanna accurately rep.

resented the election outcomes in Vir
ginia. Kaine and Riggleman won their
races. and the amendments Fluvanna
approved succeeded statewicle.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8
percent) while Republican candidate
Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3

with 9,667 votes (81.9 percent), while
2,140 voters (18.1 percent) disagreed.
Statewide the amendment passed by a
margin of

410 15.6 percent

Counties, cities and towns will now be
authorized to provide a partial tax ex-
emption for real property that is subject
1o recurrent flooding, if flooding resil-
iency improvements have been made on
the property. This amendment passed in
Fluvanna with 7,609 votes (64.8 percent)

lumbia Districts were remarkably con
sistent on the m
about 29 to 71 percent.

Cunningham continued its tradition
of being the most conservative district
in Fluvanna County. It favored Stewart
over Kaine by 58.4 to 39.6 percent, and
Riggleman over Cockburn by 61.6 to
38.2 percent. Cunningham also voted
down the meals tax more strongly than
the other precincts - by a vote of 26.9 to

Is tax, opposing it by
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the ballot” is the story that sent this entry over the This year absentee ballots decidedly

top: succinct, readable and accurate.

while Democratic candidate Leslie Cock
burn earned 5,785 votes (48.3 percent).

Democrat candidates. Absentee

45.0 percent
Ly manby 50.7 (0 49.2 percent

Kburn over Riggle

AWARD: THIRD PLACE
Category: Government writing
Winner: Christina Dimeo
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disputes o

Judge’s comments: The interviews enhance

Fortune 500 company headed to Fluvanna

Supervisors approve controversial auto reclamation facility

BY CHRISTINA DIMEQ
EDITOR

A Fortune 500 company is on ils way

en a facility off Route 250 near Zion
Crossroads.

for further metal recycling, The yard

building will be lit, and pickup tru
will shuttle around the yard continug

Budget pressures

way it is.”
“I don't think thats really a good
excuse.” Weaver said.

our county to other counties and say,
e the highest, when

of the thousands of line items pass from
Nichols® proposed budge

o reality.
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The story is well researched and well written.

rounding areas, who believe the facility
doesn’t belong near their homes.
Over 50 people filled the be

ches
in the Fluvanna Circuit Courtroom - a

Nearby residents who showed
weren't happy at the prospect of th
new neighbor.

OId cars sitting around will inevital

BY CHRISTINA DIMEOC, EDITOR

The Fluvanna County Board of Su-  able.
pervisors Is battling two lawsuits filed

Supervisors changed the zoning of a

Board provicle a descrip
90-acre parcel of land off Route 250 in

ummary of

December after an intense public hearing by private third parties, according to the

Zoning Appeals (BZA).

ing pipe fixtures, bringing material in

male:

Supervisors battle lawsuits over rezoning disputes

rials out onto Route 250," according

than was the [LKQ] tract.”

that Morris join our suit,” said John

Supervisors learned Wednesday (Feb. 7)
afternoon.

While presenting his fiscal year 2019
(FY19) budget, County Administrator
Steve Nichols recommended raising the
real estate tax to 93.9 cents per $100 val
vation from the current 90.7 cents. This
constitutes a 3.5 percer

X incre

But Nichols® budget contain:
tional money for the school
issue supervisors will need t

For at least the past two bud

address.

again next year,

“There is no one, absolutely no one
in...the Central Vi
less for b
County businesse:
ofe...not even close.”

The county must pay a whopping 59.8
million in debt service in FY19.

“There's never an easy budget ve

arn”
Nichols told supervisors, “but 1 thought
this was going to be relatively easy
because | thought our revenues would be

Central Virginia region that pays less for business

aver did not respond.

The county has $6.3 million of unas
signed money in its general fund. But
Nichols noted that most of the money,
while technically unassigned, has been
earmarked for projects.

“I think that for the public...uniess
they pay attention... they could be misled
by how [low] our fund balance really is.”
OBrien said. “I's really a very tight. tight
situal >

“You've got $1.7 million in unrestricted

of buclget season supervisors will make

# Treasurer Linda Lenherr will
provide supervisors with a
monthly treasurer's report. “You
will be getting in your Board
package monthly a report that
shows all the investment ac
counts, the balances in them,
and any accrued

that you
eamed off of them,” said Nichols.
* Jason Smith, community and
economic development director,

tination that maintains its small
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His wife, Judy

wall
Michael Townsend went

shotguw
he fired two shors in the

Joe Roach. File phota yelling. “Joe. you 'd better stop!

house as the gunfire continued-

Townsend.

testified that she was standing
inside the house when a buliet
penetrated the wall and flew
above her head. The shot biew
the antlers off a trophy deer
mougted on the living room

his gun safe and retrieved a
Standing on his deck.

Beid

fied to his role in 1

stulf,” |
posed (o be s

me guns out the

quaintancs

0
a ch

Abbitt testified that Blowe I
d some of his phone

air,
& robbery:
The 1

“We were going there to steal some
v said “There were s

Jackson explained he had learned
out the guns kept in a safe in the apart
ent above the garage from Givens, an
of the apartment's former
ecupant. Jackson then told Abbitt, a
ngrime friend who lived in Virginia

ith Jackson and decided to join him in

men drowe un From Vir

had been dropped off by a law enforce
ment officer, the deputy let him go.

de his way home to Virginia
ere he was arrested two days

Evidence

Bolstering the state’s case, Common
wealth's Attorr introduced
forensic evidence showing  Blowe's
movements on the day of the erime anc
tying him to a weapon used in the shoot
ing,

Cell phone tower and GPS data from
devices associated with Blowe and Abbit

Man sentenced
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