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Erin Root with a work by Katherine Jenkins. Photo by Ron Smith. 

t’s not unusual for more than
one business or organization to
share a space.  Office buildings
abound with myriad types of
entities as their occupants.

When 531 Valley Street became vacant
after the Scottsville Supply Company
moved to its new location, two occu-
pants took over the space.  It soon
became apparent the two new resi-
dents each had talents and ideas what
could help each other in meeting goals
and objectives.

The James River Association is, as
their brochures say, a “member sup-
ported nonprofit organization founded
in 1976 to serve as a guardian and
voice for the James River.”  The JRA is
no stranger to Scottsville either.  Many

local residents have participated in river
cleanup events and planting projects
sponsored by this group and a number
are members.  And, while their pres-
ence in the area has mostly been limit-
ed to special projects such as those
cleanups and plantings, this time they
will be here for three years with an
office located at 531 Valley. 

Anne Marie Roberts (she goes by
Anne Marie) was recently named
“Middle James Restoration Manager”
and as such will be overseeing the
James River Buffer Project, under the
direction of Senior Watershed Manager
Amber Ellis.  This program began with
several grants and now that it has

received a Virginia Environmental
Endowment Grant can continue for at
least the next three years. 

“The James River Buffer Project,”
said Anne Marie, “will concentrate on
the James between Powhatan and the
western Nelson County/Amherst area.”
The goal of the project is to “reestablish
forested stream side buffers by planting
back native hardwoods, improving
habitat, and using riparian forest
buffers, called the kidneys of the
stream, to filter pollutants and in turn
improve river ecosystems, where runoff
from farms and other adjacent property
impacts the river.”

In Virginia, The Chesapeake Bay Act

The Tomato Man, Jerry Jernigan,
with winter behind him. In a couple of

months this patch will be blooming
with tomatoes, squash, and other

summertime favorites. 
Photo by Patrick Healy
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Anne Marie Roberts, Middle James Restoration Manager,  on the banks of Mink
Creek behind her Scottsville office. Photo by Ron Smith.

Shared Space, Common Interest
By Ron Smith

Correspondent

I



Scottsville Mayor Nancy Gill cuts the  ribbon to officially open Take Root Design and the James River Association Scottsville office.  (l-r) Linda Lafontaine, President of the
Scottsville Chamber of Commerce, Erin Root, Mayor Gill, Anne Marie Roberts, Middle James Restoration Manger and other JRA officials participate in opening of

new Scottsville office. 

Shared Spaces from page 2
and Regulations addresses buffers and in 2000 the Virginia General Assembly enact-
ed the Riparian Buffer Tax Credit, a program land owners should look into particu-
larly if they harvest timber near the river or a tributary.   

Erin Root is an architectural designer.  She has been in town for a while, but her
office was located in the rear of Gallery 527.  Now Erin occupies the front half of
531 Valley and literally has a “window on the world” or at least on downtown
Scottsville.

Erin holds Masters Degrees in architecture and landscape architecture and for-
merly taught beginning architecture at the University of Virginia.   Through the
National Institute of Health Erin was awarded a post doctorial fellowship to work in
South Africa, working to improve water quality and global health.  She worked in
Linpopo, a small village with a big problem; the lack of fresh water. 

In Linpopo Erin was instrumental in the design of a facility to produce ceramic
water filters that would make the contaminated ground and surface water drinkable.
“While looking at water quality and quantity,” she “also came to realize the political
and social implications when those in power control resources and in turn control
the people those resources are meant to benefit.” 

She advocates “public interest architecture” where designs are focused on peo-
ple and their needs.  Erin’s desires to use art, sculpture and landscape architectural
design to “impact humanity in a positive way. The inner connectivity of humans and
landscape can be directly related to water,” she said.

Then came the day when Mayor Nancy Gill introduced Amber Ellis (JRA) to Erin
and the obvious interest both had in water became apparent.  With both Erin and
Anne Marie sharing a space, Erin says her hope is that the space “can be a place to
advocate for landscape, water and people.”

And, while water is a primary interest of Erin’s, her company, Take Root Design
Studio, concentrates on “making a space your own and appropriating it to make it
comfortable.” She works with clients to plan how to adapt a space and commit the
space to what is planned for that space.  

Blending the topics of landscape architecture and water quality, Take Root Design

will host an exhibit, to coincide with the opening of both offices, titled Mineral
Medium by Katherine Jenkins, an assistant professor of landscape architecture at
The Ohio State University. The works in this exhibit “examine the displacement and
transformation of iron oxide, the principal contaminant found in the outflow of
acidic water from coal mines.”

The exhibit runs until June 27th. The new office(s) opened with a ribbon cut-
ting March 27th.  Stop by 531 Valley Street, meet these ladies and learn about
the unique talents of each.  And remember, the James River is ours to enjoy but
it is also ours to protect!
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WANTED Account Executive
Part Time

OUR GROWING 5-PAPER MEDIA COMPANY IS SEEKING 
AN ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
for the Fluvanna Review

The ideal candidate:
• must be good with people, hard-working and customer-service oriented.
• should be able to mul� -task and organize work fl ow, build rapports 
   with  local businesses and help the team meet weekly sales goal numbers.
• needs to be comfortable with telephone and wri� en sales eff orts as 
   well as with face-to-face presenta� ons.

You will be talking with poten� al adver� sing customers in Fluvanna County 
and beyond, planning ad campaigns and establishing budgets, helping
design basic layouts and cross-selling into our four monthly publica� ons.

This is a part-� me posi� on with room for growth. We will off er a base to start, 
plus very high commission. This posi� on is perfect for anyone wan� ng to earn 
extra income in a 10-12 hour per week sales capacity. 

If this fi ts your skill set, please forward your resume to:
Judi Price, Adver� sing Director
Judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Ribbon cutting to open Take Root Design and James River Associaton Scottsville Office



Hens range freely at Buck Island Creek Farm, while the big guy surveys his domain.  
Photo by Patrick Healy

Cover Story

rom time to time you'll hear people talk of the town character. But
what does that mean? Well, as with so many other subjects, it
depends on who’s doing the talking. Naturalists will talk up the geol-
ogy; how the underlying rock shelf caused the river to bend, and the
subsequent native species to evolve, and thrive. Planners and preser-F

The Town Character 
By Patrick Healy
Correspondent

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
• Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30PM and Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats

Next Performance:

The Fluvanna Community Singers

 April 6, 7, 12 ,13 ,14
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 • Sunday at 3:00 pm

  Novelist Peter Knight is struggling with writer’s block. 
 For inspiration, he retreats to an eerie old mansion where 
another writer was murdered years ago.  When a strange 

electrical storm strikes and Peter’s characters start 
showing up in person, he has to wonder---has he lost his 
mind? Or has he just lost control of his story?  And what 

exactly are his characters up to —could it be that 
something sinister is afoot?

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has a few surprises, plus lots of 
fun and laughter!! Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the concert is 

guaranteed to be a highly entertaining musical performance which will have you 
tapping your feet and humming along.

 Spring Concert
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295B E. Main St. • Scottsville, VA 24590
PHONE: (434)286-6009 • FAX: (434)286-6021

Email: scottsvillerx@embarqmail.com
We Accept Medicare Part D Insurance

Let Us Take Care Of You At

Scottsville Pharmacy

Hours:
Monday through Friday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Saturday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Transferring Your Prescriptions
 Has Never Been Easier!

Just Call Us 
And We’llTake Care Of The Rest.

April Showers Bring MayApril Showers Bring May

From All Your 
Sneezing
Itchy Eyes
Stuffy Nose

And Coughing!  

 We Have The Perfect Gifts  At A Price You Can Afford!
Russell Stover Candy, Jewelry, Candles, Balloons And More.

 Get Your GNP Blue Card And Save 
An Additional 20% 

On All GNP Brand Products Everyday!

vationists will center the discussion on the window mullions or cornice details of the
older buildings. The script writer simply creates an eccentric fellow whose socks
don't match: the Town Character. What your humble monthly journal knows is that
the town character is each of us, wherever we happen to be at the moment, doing
whatever we are doing, all of the time, in real time. Plus everything else; which is
why newspaper content is so eclectic. Indeed, researchers pore through voluminous
newspaper archives to find - you guessed it - a town's character. 

Starting on April 6th, finding Scottsville’s town character is the easiest thing in
the world to do. Enjoyable too. Just head down to the Pavilion of a Saturday morn-
ing, rain or shine, and dive right into the Scottsville Farmers Market. Everyone else
does. There's live music, and you can pick up almost anything: handmade doll cloth-
ing, quilts, beautifully crafted wooden items and jewelry, comestibles of every sort,
soaps, cosmetics, candles...the list goes on. You'll find VFW Post 8169 on duty, sup-
porting community and veteran's interests. The Jehovah's Witnesses, well, bear wit-
ness, offering gentle words of faith to any and all. Witness, Casey Carwile, enjoys
his time at the market, and says that members of his congregation will be joining
other volunteers to clean up the area before the April 6th opening day: bearing wit-
ness. People come from all over to hobnob and get their share of the goodies. In
short, the Market is everybody, all the time, in real time. Scottsville Monthly recent-
ly caught up with a trio of producers, to catch the view from the other side of the
table. 

“Founding Member”, Buck Island Farm, will be back for their tenth season. “We
were there when it got started.” says Buck Island's Jerry Jernigan. He and wife,
Laura, were avid gardeners who decided to turn pro when Jerry retired from the Post
Office. Laura traces the history of that transformation: “We enjoyed gardening and
used to give away a lot of stuff to friends and neighbors. Then we upgraded mas-
sively. The chickens kind of came along with that.” Starting about now, and through
the fall it will be sunup to sundown for this couple. They'll be on the road, or work-
ing in their greenhouses, fields, or hen house. The Jernigans keep about eight dozen
Red Sex-Link hens and, “one happy rooster.” Jerry, who is known as the Tomato
Man to his many customers, travels down-state when it's time to replenish the flock.
“I know an Amish breeder who is the best.” he says. Crack one of these eggs onto
a hot skillet and you'll see his point. Fried up, the egg will look like a 5-ball on a
clean, white hanky. Besides the tomatoes and eggs, Buck Island Farm produces a
number of fruits and veggies, in season, and offers local honey as well. This being
early spring, their market tables will be covered with green, in both onion and leafy
forms, and those farm-fresh eggs. 

Over at Heart and Bones Hollow, LLC. the story is much the same. Since her part-
ner works outside of the home, Karen Mann does the farming work, which is often
long and hard, going 

seven days a week. Many, if not most small farms work this way. So when the
sun goes down and the paperwork beckons, there will always be forms with a line
for nonfarm income. This will be Heart and Bones fifth season at the Market. For

We Build On Your Land
$166,990

With decades of home building     
experience, Lockridge Homes can build 

your dream home on your land.       
Come see us. Our model is NOW OPEN 
in Farmville. Call or visit our website to 

choose from more than 
50 models starting at $98,990. 

LockridgeHomes.com / 804-335-9731

2799 W. 3rd Street 
Farmville, VA

34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

20192019

• Comprehensive Orthodontic Services 
• Full Family Dentistry
• Invisalign Teen and Adult
• Most Dental Insurances Accepted 

•• Accepting New Patients 
•• Zoom Whitening 
•• Sleep Apena  
•• Financing Option AvailableZOOM!

PHILIPSPHILIPS  Professional Teeth WhiteningProfessional Teeth Whitening

Brighter  Whiter  Smile!Brighter  Whiter  Smile!

I t ’s  Time For I t ’s  Time For 
Spring Cleaning Spring Cleaning 

Your Smile!Your Smile!
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Town  from page 5
Karen, who was a customer before she was a vendor, there is something
special here. “There is a real sense of community.” she says. “I've had
wonderful support from customers, and the other vendors. Among
the vendors, it is almost like a family.” She adds, with a farmer's
practicality, “And it's a covered space.” She is particularly proud that
the lean cuts of free-range pork she offers are Certified Naturally
Grown products. Her pigs root and graze over woodland and mead-
ows once owned by Manns grandfather. There's that family thing
again. Each year, at least five hogs will go to the butcher, at a svelte
250 lbs. each. Want big? Brood-sow, Micki, tips the scales at 450 lbs.
Then there's Wendell. At 750 lbs. this is the boar that tells the 600
pound gorilla where to sit. It seems that at a certain time of year,
Wendell is quite smitten by Micki. Mann reports that, “There is no con-
fining him. When he wants to go somewhere, he just goes.” So what's a
nice farm lady to do about that? “Oh, he'll follow me wherever I go, if I carry a pail
of milk.” 

So does this Market have, y'know, an Invisible Hand? Of course it does, in the per-
son of Market Manager, Debbie Smith; though a behind-the-scenes hand is more like
it. “People think the vendors just show up with everything, without realizing how
hard they work every week to produce their goods. It’s the same with what I do.”
says Smith. In other words, no, the Market doesn't just happen. Readers with excep-
tional memories may recall this article's promise of three producers. Debbie is
Producer No. 3, and what she produces is The Market. How is that done? Lots of
ways. Last season she started exhorting the Town Council to do something about the
state of the parking lot and restroom facilities. Her persistence paid off. Last month,

the Town contracted to have the lot's drainage issues addressed, and the rest-
room/maintenance building brought up to the mark. You will see the results

on opening day. Week-to-week, she organizes special events, balances the
vendors/available stalls equation and, always, always, always promotes the
Market. Smith is proud to report that, “Last year, The Rural Virginian
named the Scottsville Market the best in its reader poll. In The Daily
Progress poll we came in second, behind Charlottesville's market.” She
takes care of business, too. “The Market proceeds are turned into the
Town weekly.” Debbie has one request for everyone in the new season;
this inspired by an unfortunate occurrence last season, referred to by

Market insiders as “The Incident”. Here, we will ask the gentle reader to
imagine the Market through your dog's senses. “Ooooo! This is an aroma

amusement park, a veritable olfactory playground of the gods!” Being a pooch,
you naturally want to leave a bit of your own, ah, aroma behind and, what with

this-n-that... Debby, stressing her own love of the noble canine, says, “We want dog
owners here and are glad so many of them come. But please walk your dogs before
coming among the market stalls and watch them while you are there.” Sounds like
advice we all can live with. 

So, until such time as a spider climbs into the Pavilion rafters, and spins “SOME
MARKET” into her web, we will leave you with this. A couple of years ago, Karen
Mann, of Heart and Bones, was doing both the Scottsville and Charlottesville mar-
kets every Saturday. But it wasn't working out for her. “It was too much. We would
run out of items. Even worse, we couldn't take the time with each customer that we
really want to take. The service wasn't there. I couldn't live with that, and knew I had
a decision to make.” Karen's decision? “I picked the good one.” 

CSX

The CSX Engineering material storage, as seen from East Main Street. Photos by Patrick Healy

The State of the Yard
By Patrick Healy
Correspondent

t was almost 140 years ago that the railroad first came to town. Back then,
the railroad's presence was a source of business optimism, and civic pride.
But time, as is its habit, passed, and the town changed with its passing.
These days, the railroad isn't much of a factor here. Its rail bed lies out of
sight, behind the levee, and is only brought to mind when the trains pass

by. The whoosh and thunder of the diesels, that evocative whistle, and the Johnny-
Cash-rhythm of the rolling steel are all there is to sense, as the unimaginable freight
tonnage flows along the riverbend, then fades away down the track. But neither the
Town, nor the CSX Corporation are through with each other just yet. 

“It was one of the first things I did when I came in.” says Mayor Nancy Gill “That
was 2016.” What she did was to contact Randy Marcus, CSX's representative for the
State of Virginia, and ask him if the company could do something about the state of
their Scottsville rail yard. Their yard lies on the floodplain of the James, with a good-

sized patch spread out, for all to see, just past the downstream terminus of the town
levee. A sign at the entry gate identifies the site as “CSX ENGINEERING MATERIAL
STORAGE”. A quick gander at the yard reveals equipment, materials, wholly uniden-
tifiable dreck, and just plain trash scattered about on the ballast-stone covered lot.
And Mayor Gill points out that, “Some of that junk hasn't moved in three years.” 

But progress may be at hand. Marcus showed up at Council's March work ses-
sion for a first-time, face-to-face meeting with our councilors to represent the rail-
road's position and hear Council's concerns. According to Marcus, work crews need
those materials right where they are in order to efficiently perform their tasks.
Councilors wondered why the materials couldn’t be stored nearby, and out of sight.
Laura Mellusi pointed out that, “the only real view we have of the river is from
Poplar Springs Road.” and urged Marcus to go have a look from the Scottsville side
of the yard. Council’s retired railroad man, Eddie Payne, while sympathetic to the

I
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railroad's needs stated, “that's
not the way the yard ought to
be.” Marcus was drawn into
some legal thrust-and-parry with
Town Attorney Jim Bowling, as
well as some administrative
jousting with Matt Lawless, the
town administrator. A meeting
was arranged, between Marcus
and Lawless, to work out the
details of a satisfactory resolution
of this matter.

All agreed that it was good to
finally meet and, on that high
note, Marcus departed.  Mayor
Gill sums it up thus: “We need to
get along with them [CSX], but
they don't see us as a priority.
We do.” 

As we go to press, Marcus has
met with Lawless and is bringing
the resultant action items back to
CSX. Among those are cleaning
up the site, taking steps to pre-
vent bank erosion and water
contamination, and the creation
of a riparian buffer (i.e. plant,
and maintain trees along the
bank). The Scottsville Monthly
had a nice chat with Marcus who
said that CSX has a communica-
tions official who would reach
out us. The James River
Association has not returned our
call. So this story will have to be
continued... 

The CSX Engineering Material in portraiture.

Clean as a whistle at the Bremo yard.

Nothing to be seen in Columbia's roomy yard
but a ton or so of sleeper cleats.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
Free No-Fooling First Friday Dinner
When:Friday, April 5; 6:00–7:00 p.m.
Where:Centenary United Methodist Church (2247 South Constitution Route (5

miles south of Scottsville) More info:(434) 286-2519
Centenary United Methodist Church will host a free No-Fooling First Friday Pot Luck

Dinner in the church's fellowship hall. All are invited to share a pot luck dinner with a
menu that will include two church-provided Easter season main courses plus pot luck side
dishes and desserts.  Good conversation and board games will follow.

19th Annual Scottsville Meals on Wheels Fish Fry
Friday April 12, 2019 - 5:30-7:30pm 
Scottsville United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
(158 Main St. Scottsville, VA 24590)
Cost - Adults $10 Children 12 and under $5 Take Out Available
Tickets are available for purchase at the door or from Scottsville

Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian Churches; St Anne’s Parish
and St George Catholic Church  Information 434-286-2762
Proceeds to support Charlottesville / Albemarle Meals on Wheels

Easter Egg Hunt in Centenary on April 20
Centenary United Methodist Church will host a free Easter

Egg Hunt for kids and kids-at-heart at 2 pm Saturday April 20
on the church's grounds at 12247 South Constitution Route (5
miles south of Scottsville). All are invited to bring their Easter
baskets, join in the fun of hunting for prize-bearing eggs, and
enjoy refreshments after the hunt. More info at 434-286-2519.

Lions Bingo Night in Scottsville April 24!
7;00 PM
The Lions Club of Scottsville is sponsoring a fundrais-

ing Bingo Night starting at 7 pm on Wednesday April
24 at the Fellowship Hall of Scottsville United Methodist
Church (158 Main Street). Each winner of the ten games
to be played will have a choice of valuable prizes donat-
ed by local merchants. Suggested player donations are

$5 for one bingo card and $20 for 5 cards good for all ten games, with all proceeds
going to Lions charity projects. A snack bar will be open throughout the fun-filled
evening. For more info, please email stotsreele@aol.com or phone 757-719-4424.

Live Music!
“Farm Use 

String Band”

Buggy rides, exhibits, vendors, Garden Club, FFA, Library Basket Raffle, Lions Club, BSA, 
Fish Fry, Burgers, Brats, Chili. and hotdogs. ‘Radio control car racing. Vintage cars, Maypole,

State Parks, Slate River Batteau, Buckingham Library Arts/Crafts for the Kids, and more !

Sat. May 11, 2019
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

at The Historic Village at Lee Wayside
No Admission Charge

(donations to Historic Village projects always appreciated )

Buckingham County Day
84 Lee Wayside Rd. (2 miles west of Sprouses Corner) under Historic Village.

For information call 547-2296   
www.leewaysidevillage.com   

Historic Buckingham Inc is a 501 (C) 3 organization

Events coming up in April :
•"Primitive Technology Day" April 13, 11:00-4:00 at Historic Village, tomahawks, atlata demo, flintlock rifle

demo, flint knapping, trapping demo, longhunter camp, blacksmithing, long bow shooting, and MORE!

GOLD SPONSOR: 
Buckingham Chamber of Commerce

 Primitive Technology Day Primitive Technology Day

  Call 969-4032 for more informationCall 969-4032 for more information

 Come enjoy and participate in Primitive 
Technology Day which takes place at 

The Historic Village on Saturday, April 13, 11-4. 
Experience atlatl, fl int knapping, 

bow and arrow, and more !
Great for the kids - no admission charge.

Celebrate!Celebrate!
SPRING FLING

Saturday April 20, 11:30-5:00 PM 
Celebrate spring with music by Beth and Jason (Crimson 
Current) 2:00-4:00 PM, yummy food, shop local vendors, 
free wine trial of 2018 Scott’s Landing (vote for your fa-
vorite blend), sangria fl ights available.

 Celebrate Saint George Feast Day! 
Saturday April 27, noon-7:00 PM. Irish Americana 
Music with Ben David Warner, Wahoo BBQ and a 
surprise!

Cinco de Mayo!Cinco de Mayo! Sunday, May 5, 1:00-5:00 pm.

Celebrate Mothers! Saturday, May 11, noon-
7:00 pm. Music with Two Wishes!

5199 W. River Rd. Scottsville, VA
434-286-7781 • www.thistlegatevineyard.com

Scottsville Town Council
When: Upcoming: Monday, April

15; 7:00 p.m., Regular sessions recur
on the 3rd Monday of each month and
there’s a public forum at every meeting.

Where:Victory Hall (401 Valley St,
https://www.scottsville.org/scottsville-
town-government/town-council-and-
staff/ 

Cuba Travelogue
When:Friday, April 5; 7:00 p.m.
Where:Scottsville Presbyterian

Church (148 Bird St., Scottsville)
More info:Call Gay at (434) 409-3324

Join us for a Cuba Travelogue, led by
Stots Reele. Refreshments following. 



Scottsville Farmers Market Opening
OPENS Saturday, April 6th

8:00 am - 12:00 pm • Rain or Shine

Interested Vendors please email:  market@scottsville.org or call 434-286-9267

www.scottsvillefarmersmarket.com

Scotsville Farmers Market
is located in the Market

Square Pavilion, just 
before the James River
Bridge (125 Fleet St.)

WE ACCEPT
SNAP

Organic Produce and Eggs - Locally Raised Hormone and Drug Free
Beef, Chicken, Lamb, Pork, Rabbit, and Seafood - Baked Goods 

- Jams/Jellies, Hot Sauce - Jewelry, Wood Crafts, Soaps, 
Yarn and Fiber Products and More.

Upcoming Events &
Announcements
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James River Runners is OPEN
and now taking reservations for

the 2019 season!!
Early season hours will vary while

we are in and out of the office gearing
up for another great year of fun on the
water! Please call ahead or check our
current conditions page to be sure we
are in and running or to make reserva-
tions.

Call 434-286-2338 to make your
reservation today!

Reservations highly recommended
for Saturdays as we tend to book out
completely. Call to make your floating
and camping reservations now for a
day (or two!) of river fun!

THANKS AND WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING  YOU ON THE WATER!!  

jamesriver.com

Celebrate Recovery - Antioch
Baptist Church

Celebrate Recovery is open to any-
one who has a hurt, habit, or hang up in
their life. There is no cost to attend and
it is open to all. Childcare is available. It
is offered every Saturday at 6:00 p.m.,
with dinner served at 5:30 p.m., at
Antioch Baptist Church, 4422 Antioch
Rd, Scottsville. Please call (434) 286-
6315 to get more information. 

Beginning Bee Keeping Class
April 13, 2019
Class runs 9:00am – 12:30pm.
Prince: $45
Our class is held upstairs above our

new storefront at 137 East Main Street.
Please enter the single door to the right
of our double doors at the front of the
building and proceed upstairs. A chair
lift is available for use as needed. There
are no live bees at this course. Phone:
(434) 286-2145

Store Hours:Tuesday - Friday
10:00am - 5:00pm • Saturday 10:00am
- 3:00pm

Public Safety Career Fair – April
23, from 3-7pm

The Albemarle-Charlottesville
Regional Jail is hosting a career fair for
local public safety agencies on April 23,
2019 from 3 – 7 pm at the Regional Jail,
165 Peregory Lane. 

Participating employers include
police, sheriff, fire rescue, dispatch, and
security agencies. No registration is
required to attend. 

For more information, visit
www.acrj.org.

Accoustic JAM - Every second
Friday of each month - 7 pm - 9 pm
at Victory Hall Theatre - Music Event -
Bring your own AXE, meaning bring an
instrument if you want to jam . Free
and open to everybody. This an old get
together that happens every 2nd Friday
of every month. 

Get Your Tickets Today : 540-967-5200 •  LouisaArts.org

Louisa Arts Center Presents Country Music Singer Nick Smith!
Come see your hometown talent from Fluvanna County!

            Tickets $30 each.    
Hailing from small-town Kent’s Store, VA. Nick Smith 
quickly learned the values of hard work and independence 
at a young age. He loved singing and became a member of 
the varsity choir throughout his high school career. Aft er 
graduating from Fluvanna High School, Nick pursued a 
business degree and continued playing the guitar to
compliment his vocals with the goal of becoming a 
full-time entertainer one day.

As perseverance ruled, Nicks career in music moved 
forward enough to put together his fi rst album EP in 2012. 
From there, Nick’s songwriting and music production have 
since led him to write his latest album called 
“Just A Preview.”

★★  Saturday, April 27 ~ 7:30PM



Calendar Ongoing:

10 • SCOTTSVILLE MONTHLY • April 5–May 2, 2019

Where can I pick up my
Scottsville Monthly?

Scottsville Pharmacy
Green Mountain Store
Piedmont Vet
Scottsville Elementary School
Lumpkins Restaurant
BB&T Bank
Scottsville Post Office
Loving oven
Chester B&B
WF Paulett (Ace Hardware)
Augusta co-op
Brown’s Market
Howardsville Store
Glenmore Store, Tr. 655

Midway Market
Tavern on the go(Ali's)
Spangler’s
P & S Market
James River Vet
Scottsville Library
A. Scott Ward Realty
Municipal Building
Esmont Post Office
Evolve Hair
Colemans Outdoors
Goco
Kidds Store, Rt. 6
RT.6 Market

The Scottsville Museum will open for
the 2019 season on Sunday, April 7, at
2 pm.  Our featured speaker, Maxwell
Johnson, who will talk about research
he did on the community of Esmont,
while working as a Museum intern dur-
ing the past year.  Mr. Johnson studied
all aspects of the town of Esmont, inter-
viewing local residents, photographing
historic buildings, and researching doc-
umentation on various properties.  His
research took him to Richmond,
Charlottesville, and Washington, D.C.
You can see some of the results of his
project on the Museum website
(https://scottsvillemuseum.com/esmont
/home.html).  Mr. Johnson is a fourth-
year student at the University of
Virginia. He comes from Midlothian,
VA, and graduated from Midlothian
High School. At the University he is
studying anthropology and American
studies with a minor in French.

Join us for free refreshments and our
program and celebrate the re-opening
of the Museum.  From April through
October the Museum will be open on
Saturdays from 10 to 5, and on Sundays
from 1 to 5. All are welcome and admis-

sion is free.  We also open for special
tours at other times--just let us know
when you want to visit (E-mail: smuse-
um@avenue.org, or Tel: 434-286-
2247).

Join Us for the Spring Reception at
Scottsville Museum

Apri 7, 2019 •  2-4 PM

Maxwell Johnson

JABA Senior Center – Scottsville Community Center
Every Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. the Scottsville Community Center

Senior Center is open for activities including presentations, crafts, exercise, music,
visits from Scottsville Elementary students, trips, puzzles, games, and a nurse is on-
site for health and wellness screenings. A hot lunch is served at noon. Anyone aged
60+ is invited and anyone younger than 60 is welcome to volunteer!

Holy Eucharist – St. John’s Church
Every Thursday morning, 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, St. John’s Church. Please

enter by the side door on Bird St. All are welcome. Join us for the service and fel-
lowship at Baine’s Books and Coffee immediately following the service.

Mid-Week Rest in God – Scottsville United Methodist Church
Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., our pastor offers a brief, midweek worship serv-

ice (20–25 minutes), open to all. We hear Scripture, pray, have conversation, and

celebrate Communion. 

AA and Al Anon
Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at Scottsville United Methodist Church.  AA meets in

the Fellowship Hall and Al Anon (for families of problem drinkers) meets in the
Sunday School Room.

AA meeting on Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. at the Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
Howardsville Rd., Glenmore, in Buckingham

Baby Steps
The Baby Steps drop-in playgroup at Scottsville United Methodist Church occurs

on  Thursdays, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Open to kids Birth - Pre-K, with their care-
giver).



April 5–May 2, 2019 • SCOTTSVILLE MONTHLY • 11

Crossword Answers page 15

On March 25, 2019 the James River Boys and Girls Club hosted the Scottsville
Chamber of Commerce for a tour of the club. Mia Woods, Boys & Girls Club of
Central Virginia along with Director of Volunteers Cynnie Davis and Board of
Directors Member Meghan Murray explained programs offered by the Club, led
tours of the facility and explained how the business community could help with pro-
grams and proposals for new programs.

Chamber is given
tour of James River
Boys and Girls Club

By Ron Smith
Correspondent

Meghan Murray and Larry Barnett discuss how local business owners can help.

Mayor Nancy Gill discusses Club programs with Boys and Girls Club officials.

All photos by Ron Smith

(l-r) Meghan Murray, Cynnie Davis and Mia Woods address the Scottsville Chamber

of Commerce.
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Stranger: A Friend You Haven’t Met
By Ron Wilson
Correspondent

ow many
times have
you met
someone you
“don’t know

from Adam” only to find you
may have a common interest or
know the same person or have
some other connection?
Sometimes these chance meet-
ings take place in a coffee shop,
library, on a plane or traveling
on a ship. And, sometimes
these encounters lead to a last-
ing friendship.  But what if the
stranger you met was saving
you from drowning in the frigid
waters of the James River! 

It’s been a year, but it wasn’t
the first time Dan Hemmings
had been out in his kayak with a
fondness and a purpose. Like
most others who go to the river
to enjoy a quiet journey along a
beautiful waterway, Dan picks up
trash and debris as he paddled
upriver and lets the current take him home.  And even though it was March and
spring had already sprung, residents of this area know how March is in this part of
Virginia.  Anything is possible weather wise.  The river was up, running at a good

pace and both the air and
the water were COLD!

Dan, a native of south-
west Virginia, grew up in the
Tidewater area and has lived
around water for much of
his life.  After retiring from
the University of Virginia he
had more time to spend in
his kayak on the river he
loves.  Although his wife usu-
ally accompanies him on his
kayak trips, this time he
went out alone. “I’ve been
out on the [James] river
probably more than 200
times over the past three or
four years,” he says.  “I enjoy
the good feeling I get while
letting the natural flow of the
currents transport me
along,” he said, and he
knows “how important the
river is to the town, and I
also know it is a valuable
resource and should be

respected and kept clean.”
March 26th of last year could have literally been his last trip on the James.  “The

weather being cool, but not too cold,” he related, “I put on extra clothing and that
overdressing proved to be a mistake!”  While picking floating trash from the water
he spotted a piece of plastic dangling from a branch that was hanging over the river.
He reached out to gather in the plastic and the next thing he knew he was in the
water, his kayak upside down, and the water was cold!

Whether it was luck or divine providence, no one will ever know, but three
Scottsville friends, Joey Salee, L. J. Harmon and Stephen Bryant had decided to grab
a pizza and just relax on the south bank of the James near the bridge.  As they
enjoyed each other’s company and the pizza, one of them though he heard some-
one calling for help. 

As Joey wandered along the riverbank again he heard something.  “Could it be a
bird?” he wondered to himself.  Then he saw it.  The figure of a person trying to
hang on to an overturned kayak and most definitely in distress.  He yelled for his
friends.  There was a person in the river and in trouble, apparently getting weaker
by the moment.  

“I was losing the feeling in my limbs, and  you know the strange thing,” Dan says,
“is that while there is the feeling of panic due to the situation you are in, the cold-
ness of the water at the same time brought a calmness over me; something that is
difficult to explain to those who have never experienced it.”

Although the water was deep and cold, these three strangers were more con-
cerned about the “stranger” in the river than themselves. Although the water was
deep and cold, these three strangers were more concerned about the “stranger” in
the river than themselves.  At one point Dan remembers telling them to “save them-
selves” rather than risk their lives to save him!  Joey (Salee) had gone into the water
but he too was struggling with the cold.  When I told him to “save himself, I saw
Joey make it back to shore and thought I could make it also. It was about that time
that LJ (Harmon) came into the water with a stick he had picked up for me to grab.”
As LJ got closer, Dan was able to grab a “very small” branch and with the help of
the others make his way to shore.  Stephen was trying to find dry clothing in their
truck; he found a blanket

They got him out of the water, got some dry clothing on him, wrapped him in
the blanket and took him home.  Dan’s kayak was gone, floating alone down the
river never to be seen again, but that was a small price to pay for being rescued.  On
the anniversary of this event, Dan honored those strangers, now his friends, with a
party at the James River Brewery.

And as an additional honor, Mayor Nancy Gill issued Mayoral Executive Order No.
1, an executive decree naming Salee, Harmon and Bryant as Scottsville Heroes and
making hereafter the first Saturday of March each year a day to honor all Scottsville
heroes.  

Dan hasn’t shied away from the James.  He still has a high regard and a deep
respect for the river.  He will continue to try to make it the asset it is by keeping it
clean.  And, he will continue to enjoy the friendship of those “strangers” who were
in the right place at the right time.  

H

Dan Hemmings with former strangers, his rescuers
(l-r) Joey Salee, L. J. Harmon, Dan Hemmings and Stephen Bryant.  Photo by Ron Smith

Dan Hemmings at the party he threw for the three men who rescued him from the
frigid waters of the James River.
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Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express 
Honored at participating Ace Stores

127 Irish Road (Hwy.6) Scottsville
286-2521

Visit acehardware.com for store services, hours, directions and more.Visit acehardware.com for store services, hours, directions and more. April 2019April 2019

Visit our website: www.wfpaulettace.com

Prices Valid April 1-30

5 8 $11

$26

$23

$21

$12



EVENTS

DINNER, DANCE & SILENT AUC-
TION: Enjoy Big Band music by the
‘FLASHBACKS’ and great Chicken din-
ner on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at the
Lake Monticello Firehouse, 10 Slice
Road (turn at the traffic light) from 5:30
p.m.to 8 p.m. $17.50 per person.
Gluten free and vegetarian dishes
offered. Sponsored by Palmyra United
Methodist Church. Proceeds benefit
local charities. For info contact Patty
(434) 981-8963. 

BINGO: at Lake Monticello Fire &
Rescue, 10 Slice road (off of Rte 600,
turn at traffic light), Palmyra. Every

HELP WANTED EVENTS
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HELP WANTED

Landscaper
Maintenance Worker

Biology Teacher - Chemistry Teacher
AP History & Government Teacher

(Experience Required)
Contact Maintenance (434) 842-4340

For more details and how to apply, go to
https://www.forkunion.com/employment-opportunities

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055

Benefits include a retirement plan, health, dental, life
insurance and meals provided depending on the

shift. The Academy is a Christian male boarding and
day school that attracts students from more than 30
states and 15 foreign countries. The Academy offers

our students a college preparatory curriculum
in a military-style environment. 

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Reservations Associate
Monticello is seeking a part-time associate to work in our Reservations 

Retail Sales Associate

Shuttle Bus Drivers

To apply, please go to: https://monticello.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Are you passionate about applying your skills to ensure the greatest quality of life possible 
for our fellow community members in need? If so The Arc urges you to consider opportunities 
within our organization. Our mission is to ensure full community inclusion and participation 
of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities through the provision of high quality 
services and advocacy. Our vision is to remain the leading provider of services and advocacy 
for this deserving population. If you share these values we urge you to consider the following 
career opportunities:

We are eager to hear from qualifi ed candidates interested in working in Charlottesville, 
Crozet, and Louisa working in one of group homes. Additional detail for each vacancy 

(including schedules) may be viewed on the Employment page of our web site.

Direct Support Professionals
 (Crozet Residential Services- 2 full-time positions 

and 3 part-time positions)

Direct Support Professionals 
(Charlottesville Residential Services- 2 full-time positions 

and 3 part-time positions.)

Direct Support Professionals
(Louisa Adult Activity Center- 1 full-time position.)

We are also seeking candidates interested in working as Direct 
Support Professionals in Charlottesville, Crozet, Louisa, and Nelson.

To see a full listing of all of our positions, to apply and to learn more about 
what The Arc is doing to support our community, please visit our web site at 

http://thearcofthepiedmont.org/ 

In addition to offering a challenging and rewarding experience The Arc also 
offers competitive compensation, paid training, and- for full time staff- an attractive 
benefi ts package which includes paid leave, health, dental and vision insurance, as 
well as life and long-term disability insurance, among other offerings. The Arc of the 

Piedmont is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 



PRECISION 

LAWN 
SERVICE, LLC

_____OTHER SERVICES_____
1 new FENCE INSTALLATION 2
1 MULCH INSTALLATION 2

1 PLANT/TREE INSTALLATION 2
1 SEEDING/AERATING 2
1 GRASS CUTTING 2

1 LIGHT TRACTOR WORK 2
1 YEARLY CONTRACTS2

434.989.9247
precision.lawnservice@yahoo.com 

www.precisionlawn.info
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2007 • FULLY INSURED

THINK SPRING!

MULCHING, MOWING & MORE!
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Directory of Businesses

Thursday! Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Early Bird 6:445 p.m. $1000 Jackpot
(with 80 or more players). Progressive
Games! Food Menu available.
Questions? Call (434) 591-1018. 

FOR SALE

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10-Ton
Crush Run at $160., 10-Ton #57 at
$265.
Other stone/rock also available. Pricing
includes local delivery and *Tailgate
spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call 434-
295-1750.

HELP WANTED

OPTOMETIC OFFICE OPHTHALMIC
TEC F/T, Sales F/T or P/T: Energetic
team player for busy Optometric Office.
Strong computer experience needed.
EHR and Eyecare and Optical or
Medical experience preferred but will
train the right candidate. Great oppor-
tunity to work with your community’s
eyecare provider!  EOE. Apply at the
front desk, 5 Centre Court, Palmyra or
Fax resume (434) 591-0111 or email:
reception@weisseyes.com.  

REAL ESTATE

MAGGIE GUNNELS: Your local
Fluvanna Realtor. Connect with
Maggie Gunnels at (434) 960-8987 or
Email: Maggie@gunnelsgroup.com, or
online at www.GunnelsGroup.com and
www.Facebook.com/GunnelsGroup -
Owner, Gunnels Group and Associate
Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate. 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES MAN-
AGEMENT: Call for current home
rentals.  Contact Genevieve at (434)
589-7653 or email:
MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.com

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD: Reserve
Thistle Gate Vineyard for your next
organizational or private event.
Located at 5199 W. River Road,
Scottsville, VA. We are a family-owned
and tended vineyard. Come visit!
Contact Leslie at (434) 327-3137 or
lesl ie@thist legatevineyard.com.,

www.thistlegatevineyard.com 

SERVICES:

HANDYMAN FOR HIRE: Interior &
Exterior home repairs. Repair driveway
wash-outs; replace gravel/stone/grad-
ing, etc. Storm clean-up! Back Hoe for
rent. No project too small. 35 years
experience. References provided upon
request. Reasonable rates & Insured!
Call Lew for a free estimate. (434) 282-
3574. 

CARPENTER: Over 40 years experi-
ence! Complete Home Repair, Dry
Wall, Bathroom repair, Furniture repair.
Locks & Door replacement.  No Job
Too Small! Call Tom Maschi (434) 293-
9058. 

FLUVANNA SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Rd. (Rte 618, Palmyra)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular Units
(24/7 availability), locks, moving sup-
plies, U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE
manager.(434) 589-2222, email: man-
ager@storeFSS.com, or visit:
storeFSS.com, today!

SPECIAL NOTICE:

ATTENTION VETERANS and
DEPENDENTS: Do you know your
Veterans Benefits? We do! Virginia
Department of Veterans Services,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov. Need
Help? Call (434) 295-2782 or 1(800)
827-1000 for Veterans Affairs Benefits
and Services.

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

RENTALS

SERVICES

www.TriCountyVA.com

Shawn Bolden
Principal Broker & Auctioneer

shawn.bolden@tricountyva.com
17076 Oak St, Dillwyn, VA 23936

(434)983-9965

819 Knight’s View Ln
5 Bedrooms   (2 masters) and 3 baths

3 bay oversized garage 
$299,995

363 Knights View Ln, 
1863 Sqft, 3 bedroom 2 bath

Spacious, built in 2015
$185,000

BUCKINGHAM 

BUCKINGHAM 

Answers to the  Crossword
Puzzle from page 11

SPECIAL NOTICE
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✔

Contact Mike Spessard 
434-960-0290

about this listing
Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Virginia akarionrealty.com

Charming rancher on quiet Valmont Lane. Nice large fenced yard with pastoral views. Nice 
shed with porch. Well built home with oak hardwoodfl oors and many extra’s including fl ue 
for wood stove, built in book cases, sun room, 2 decks overlooking a fenced horse pasture 
and much more. Walking distance from Totier Creek Park. MLS# 584618

Directions: From Scottsville take Rt 6 west. Make a left on Warren Street to a right on James 
River Road to Valmont lane on the left. Sign in yard

Near the James River Near the James River 
and Totier Creek Park and Totier Creek Park 

Scottsville VaScottsville Va  

Price Price 
Reduced Reduced 
$219,000$219,000
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