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Celebrating our 27th Season...

OSPA – Where The Arts Come To Life!OSPA – Where The Arts Come To Life!
CCall 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Vaall 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Va

Or on the web at www.ospa.netOr on the web at www.ospa.net

Dance Jam Camp For Ages 5-8 ... July 15 – 19 (9:00-12:00noon)                                                     
Gymnastics Camp For Ages 5-8 ... August 5 – 9 (9:00-12:00noon)                                                     

Dance Jam Camp For Ages 3-4 ... August 5 – 9 (9:00-12:00noon)    

Musical Theatre Camp For Ages 8+ ... August 26 – 30 (5-8:00pm)  

Can’t wait to hear from you!
orangeschoolofperformingarts@gmail.comorangeschoolofperformingarts@gmail.com
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Sipping Through Orange County –
Part Two: The Romance of Wine

By Barbara Wimble
Correspondent

hirsty for more knowledge
about wineries? In Orange
County, you can find a castle,

historic ruins, gorgeous vistas, and deli-
cious wines that take you away to a set-
ting of a novel or a movie set, a trip to
France or Italy, or the bucolic Virginia
countryside. This month, I visited two
more vineyards and wineries in Orange
County and found that they have
unique offerings, but also a lot in com-

mon – including elements of romance.
Every season is a wonderful time to
enjoy an outing to a winery, but a sum-
mer picnic with a glass of chilled wine
at one of these sublime settings inspires
poetry – “A jug of wine, a loaf of bread,
and Thou.” Ahh, how romantic. 

Reynard Florence Vineyard
& Winery

16109 Burnley Road,
Barboursville

Part of the Monticello Wine Trail,
Reynard Florence Vineyard & Winery is
located in Barboursville on the very
western tip of Orange County. While
driving down the long road to this win-
ery, I eagerly anticipated what I would
see. And as soon as I pulled into the
property, I had to stop immediately and
take a picture of the breathtaking view
of the vineyards and the mountains.
Roe and Dee Allison, the owners, chose
this location 39 years ago, built a house,
and raised their family on this property.
And now, on the hillside where their
children sledded lies their beautiful
vineyard.  

Dee and Roe met when they were in
college. Originally from Charlotte, North
Carolina, Dee came to Virginia to attend
Mary Baldwin College in Staunton,
where she studied French literature.
Her studies included a semester in
Paris. Roe, a native of Somerset, was a
student at UVA. They married in 1976.

Dee taught high school French in
Orange, Louisa, and Green Counties for
35 years, retiring in 2015. During her
career, she took several trips to France
with her students and in 2001, spent a
month in Angers, France, as the scholar
in residence – the result of an award
from UVA. Dee’s impeccable French
pronunciation is useful in the French
wine business. Throughout her career,
she accumulated quite a collection of
French-themed memorabilia that she
used in her classrooms and now dis-
plays in the tasting room. Dee has at
least 15 Eiffel Towers! 

Roe owns and runs a construction
company, Allison Construction, which
he balances with their wine business.
He put a lot of thought and care into the
planning of the vineyard and used his
skills as a carpenter and a builder in the
design and layout of both the vineyard

T

See Sipping Page 4

Bill Robson explains “vertical shoot
positioning” of the grape vines in the 

vineyard at Hammerstone Cellars. 
Photo by Barbara Wimble

Cover designed by Marilyn Ellinger.

The Cover

The Reynard Florence Vineyard sign.  Photo by Barbara Wimble
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 and the very attractive tasting 
room. Roe is proud of their 
“ballerina” trellis design, where 
the vines are meticulously 
trained and pruned to curve 
upwards as well as curl 
downwards – like a ballerina’s 
skirt. This system allows the 
vines to benefi t from more sun 
exposure, resulting in more 
sugar produced in the grape. 
It especially helps with their 
Grenache grape, because it is 
so susceptible to mildew from 
the humid Virginia growing 
season. 

Roe explained to me that the 
Blue Ridge foothills’ topography 
and climate are similar to that 
of the foothills of the Pyrenees 
in southwest France, and the 
grapes that originate from 
that region “fl ourish here.” 
Petit Manseng, the fi rst grape 
they planted in 2005, is their 
featured grape and fl agship 
wine, and the only white that 
they grow. After my Reynard 
Florence tasting experience, I 
found this varietal to be one of 
my favorites.

 Why start a vineyard and 
winery? Dee said that they 
wondered what to do with 
their empty fi eld. She eventually put the question to Roe “Wouldn’t it be romantic to 
make wine for ourselves and to share with our friends?” As noted on their website, 
they believe that “The Truth is Romantic.” Operating a vineyard and winery has 
become their life and passion.

Roe explained to me that they started as consumers and had a curiosity about 
wine – especially French wines. They believe that “great wines aren’t exactly made; 
they are grown. It all starts in the vineyard.” Both Roe and Dee took classes in 
enology and viticulture at Piedmont Virginia Community College and were among 
the fi rst graduates from that program. They planted their fi rst vines in 2006 and had 
their fi rst vintage in 2009. They are proud to say that this fall’s harvest will be their 
tenth vintage, and they will be celebrating with special events throughout the year. 

Two and a half of their fi ve acres are in vines, growing Merlot, Petit Manseng, Petit 
Verdot, Cabernet Franc, and Grenache. They also grow Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Chardonnay offsite. They bottle their own wine at the production facility that adjoins 
the tasting room. Eighty percent of the grapes they use in their wines are their own, 
and they produce 1,000 cases of wine annually. The grapes they source are from the 
Monticello AVA (American Viticultural Area), which, as members of the Monticello 
Wine Trail, is a priority for them. 

Running a vineyard is not all romance. They both work hard at the vineyard 
planting, pulling leaves, hedging, cutting clusters, pruning, harvesting, bottling, 
putting up bird netting, and trapping raccoons. Roe recently trapped 16 raccoons in 
a six-week period! 
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34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

20192019

FULL FAMILY DENTAL CARE INCLUDING 
ORTHODONTICS & SLEEP APNEA

Helping people smile for over 58 Years.

Feel Great About Your Smile!

Call us to Schedule an Appointment today! 

Most Dental Insurances Accepted

Upcoming Art ClassesUpcoming Art Classes
Toast to Art JrToast to Art Jr

Saturday, July 27 
from 11:00AM-12:30PM
Cost: $8 per student 

(includes snacks and all supplies)
Come join us in painting birdhouses. 
Th is is a Toast to Arts Junior event 
accepting students of all ages. Class 
will run from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m 

with a private instructor. Snacks will be provided and your student will be 
going home with a lovely, hand-painted birdhouse.

Birdhouse PaintingLouisaArts.org540-967-5200 

 The beautiful sunset at Reynard Florence Vineyard and Winery. 

Photo courtesy of Reynard Florence Vineyard & Winery.

 Dee and Ti Rey welcoming visitors to the Reynard Florence tasting room. 

Photo by Barbara Wimble

Sipping from page 3

 Dee prepares to make crepes for the Bastille 

Day celebration. Photo courtesy of Reynard 

Florence Vineyard & Winery.
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Come Join the fun at the 2019 
Louisa County Agricultural Fair! 
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Admission: $5 
Children 10 & Under: Free 

�� Educational Demonstrations 
�� 4-H Livestock Show & Sale 
�� Judged Exhibits 
�� Children’s Games 
�� Great Fair Food 
�� Petting Zoo 
�� Music & More! 

Baking with Bacon Contest 

Antique Tractor Show 

Portable Sawmill 

Wooden Spoon Making 

FFA Ag Mechanics Demo 

  NNew Events Include 

  TThis Year’s Entertainment Includes... 

Pig Races 
New this year at the fair come and see the exci�ng Old McNally’s Pig 
Derby.  Come cheer on the 
pigs!  The pigs will race sever-
al �mes each day on both Fri-
day and Saturday. Fun for the 
whole family!   For a complete listing of events check us 

out online at www.louisacountyagfair.com 
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Running a vineyard is not all romance. They both work hard at the vineyard
planting, pulling leaves, hedging, cutting clusters, pruning, harvesting, bottling, put-
ting up bird netting, and trapping raccoons. Roe recently trapped 16 raccoons in a
six-week period! 

They do make time for fun. Roe plays the guitar and sings as a member of a
musical trio, “Vern Fischer & His Can’t Hardly Playboys.” This band of friends,
which includes Carl Prober in addition to Roe and Vern, entertains guests on the
tasting room’s deck with live jazz, standards, and old timey music every Sunday.
Roe is a multi-talented Renaissance man!

In 2011, Roe and Dee opened their tasting room, becoming the third one in
Orange County after Horton and Barboursville Vineyards. Their sweet seven-year-
old Corgi, named Ti Rey (for “Petit Reynard”), is the official greeter. He even has a

Roe Allison moving harvest bins in his loader at Reynard Florence Vineyard & Winery. 
Photo by Barbara Wimble

The Reynard Florence Ballerina vine trellis. 
All photos by Barbara Wimble

Dee Allison prepares the bottles for labeling. Photo by Barbara Wimble
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From operating the loader to pouring wine in the tasting room, all in a day’s work
for Roe Allison at Reynard Florence Vineyard & Winery.  Photo by Barbara Wimble

The “Can’t Hardly Playboys” entertaining guests with their tunes in the tasting room
at Reynard Florence. Photo courtesy of Reynard Florence Vineyard & Winery.

The pergola in the Reynard Florence vineyard is a romantic site for enjoying a bottle of wine while watching a sunset. 
Photo courtesy of Reynard Florence Vineyard. 

Rosé wine named for him! But the fox
is the prevalent motif. They named
their winery for Reynard, the sly red fox
character from Medieval folk tales.
(Because of the popularity of the
Reynard stories, the word “renard”
became the French word for fox.)
Florence is Dee’s first name – thus the
name Reynard Florence. Adding to the
foxy décor and the charm of the
French-inspired tasting room, local
artists show their paintings and photog-
raphy, and the curtains in the tasting
room illustrate the history of wine-mak-
ing.

Reynard Florence celebrates à la
française on Bastille Day, when guests
enjoy Dee’s delicious crepes, enter a
Bastille Day trivia contest for prizes,
play boules (lawn bowling), listen to live
music, sing along to The Marseilles, and
sample newly released Reynard
Florence wines. Mardi Gras is also a
popular event at Reynard Florence, with
participants celebrating with Dee’s
beignets and beads. Laissez les bon
temps rouler!

Experience a little taste of France
and romance with Dee and Roe’s joie
de vivre at Reynard Florence Vineyard
and Tasting Room! 

See Sipping page 10
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Events and Announcements
Louisa Arts Center 

Presents: 

Hotel Transylvania 3: July 23

LouisaArts.org540-967-5200 

Summer Family Summer Family 
Movie SeriesMovie Series
Join us this summer for the

 Summer Family Fun Movie Series!
There Is One Movie Left

 In Our Lineup
Showtimes: Tuesdays at 12:30PM

Admission: $2 Youth, $3 
Adults // Movie Passes: 

Every Movie, All Summer ($10 per 
person or $30 per family of 4)

Animals in Oil Workshop -
The Art Center In Orange

Explore painting with oils through a
variety of exercises with Ed King. In this
workshop you will address color, com-
position, value, and style. One-on-one
guidance makes this an appropriate
class for a wide range of students from
beginning to advanced. Ages: Adults
Instructor: Ed King

Date: Saturday, August 3, 2019
Time: 10:00am - 12:30 pm
Cost: Registration: $40, 
Supplies: $20
Location: The Art Center In Orange,
129 East Main Street, Orange VA

Website:
https://artscenterinorange.com/

More Info: 540-672-7311

109 South Main Street  • Gordonsville, VA 22942 • 540-832-6352 
•www.facebook.com/anniegouldgallery 

• www.instagram.com/anniegouldgallery

Painting by
Anne delaTour 

Hopper

Painting by
Alex Gould

Annie Gould Gallery

Summer Main Street Music Series
Date: Saturday, July 20 and Saturday, 
August 17, 2019 • Time: 6pm-9pm •Cost: FREE
Location: Taylor Park, West Main Street, 

Downtown Orange
Free Summer Concert Series presented by the Orange Downtown Alliance. July

20th Concert: Latin Beats with Berto Sales & Vincent Zorn Latin Guitar Duo. August
17th Concert: The Kurt Crandall Band. Music in the Park will be held in Taylor Park
from 6-9 p.m. In the case of inclement weather, the event will not be canceled but
will be held at MADISON AT THE MILL, 323 N Madison Rd, OrangeLocation: Taylor
Park, West Main Street, Downtown Orange, Va.

Website: https://www.theoda.org/
More Info: 540-672-2540

Summer Concert Series in Taylor Park
Date: Friday, August 9, 2019
Time: 6:00 pm
Cost: FREE
The Dolley Madison Garden Club of

Orange Virginia presents their Centennial
Celebration Summer Concert Series at
Taylor Park in Downtown Orange. The sec-
ond Friday of July and August. July 12th
concert presents The Fun Band and

August 9th concert presents Beach Music with DJ Nate Clancy (ImTheDJ) Rain or
Shine, Bring A Chair. • Location: Taylor Park, West Main Street, Downtown Orange.

Website: https://www.dmgcvirginia.org/

The James Madison Museum of  Orange County 
Heritage 
A Friendship That Helped Forge A Nation: 
Madison & Monroe
August 11, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.
Presentation by Mr. Jarod Kearney, Curator of The

James Monroe Museum & Memorial Library.  
Members Admitted Free • Non-Members $5.00

Admission • Please RSVP
129 Caroline Street, Orange, •  (540) 672-1776   

jamesmadisonmuseuminfo@gmail.com  

9th Annual Ol' Fashioned Peach Festival!
Saturday, July 27, 2019 at 9 AM – 6 PM
Sunday, July 28, 2019 at 10 AM – 6 PM
Carter Mountain Orchard
1435 Carters Mountain Trl, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Phone: (434) 977-1833
C’mon out for pick-your-own peaches (availability per-

mitting), peach cider donuts, peach cider slushies, peach
pies, and ice cream available all day!

Festival activities include:
Games – Sack Races, Tug-O-War, Water Balloon Toss, Pie

Eating Contests, and more…
Hayrides – Take a scenic ride through the orchard on our tractor-pulled wagon!

*3.00 per person (free for kids under 2)
Pie eating contests – Categories for kids (12 and under) and adults (13+). Prizes

for the winner of each round! *2.00 entry fee

August Archaeology Dig
Aug 4 at 4 PM – Aug 9 at 7:30 PM
James Madison's Montpelier •  11350 Constitution Highway, Orange

How can archae-
ology help us con-
nect the past to the
present? Join our
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y
trained archaeology
staff as we answer
this question! Not
only will you dig on
an actual archaeolo-
gy site, but you will
also learn about arti-
fact analysis in our
archaeology labora-
tory! Email
dig@montpelier.org
for a complete pro-
gram schedule.   
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Shakespeare at the Ruins:
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

The beloved, nationally acclaimed
SHAKESPEARE AT THE RUINS collabo-
ration between Four County Players
and Barboursville Vineyards returns —
after 13 years — for a special one-time
production. Performances will be on-
site in the beautiful Barboursville
Vineyards, at the historic ruins of
Governor James Barbour’s mansion,
designed by Thomas Jefferson and
destroyed by fire on Christmas Day,
1884. ABOUT MIDSUMMER: On a mid-
summer’s night, four young lovers find
themselves wrapped in the dream-like
arms of an enchanted forest where
sprites lurk and fairies rule. While a
feuding Fairy King and Queen are at
war, their paths are crossed by Bottom,
Quince and their friends presenting a
play within a play. Chief mischief-
maker Puck is on-hand to ensure that
the course of true love is anything but
smooth, and games of fantasy, love and
dreams ensue in Shakespeare’s most
beguiling comedy. (Blurb from Royal
Shakespeare Company)

Dates: July 26 & 27
Time: 7:00 pm • Cost: see website

for details
Location: Barboursville Ruins, 17655

Winery Road, Barboursville • Website:
http://fourcp.org/ • More Info: Box
Office: 540-832-5355

200 Boardwalk Way • Mineral, Va 23117
Call 540-894-5011

LIVE MUSICLIVE MUSIC
THURS 7-10:30 • FRI, & SAT 7-10:30

SUNDAYS 3-7

Open year round

SummerSummer

Bloody Mary Bar
Saturdays & Sundays

Daily and seasonal specials

www.timslakeanna.com

JulyJuly

Louisa Arts Center Presents: 540-967-5200 LouisaArts.org

Coming in September 2019:Coming in September 2019:
Geometric Sandbox 

by Monty Montgomery

A native of Louisa, Monty Montgomery’s artistic vision 
can best be described as emotional language created 
using his innate intuition about color and object rule 
relationships to connect with the viewer. His abstract 
work includes geometric shapes and vivid colors to 
combine urban sensory with his impressions of the 

natural landscape into pieces of art that capture 
attention and intrigue.

Exhibit dates as September 27 – November 22, 
2019 with an opening reception 

September 27, 2019 from 6pm – 8pm 

Lovely 3 acre estate within walking distance
of shops, restaurants and the Louisa Court
House Square.  Stroll across the railroad tracks
to the Purcell Gallery and the Cooke Haley
Theatre at the Louisa Arts Center.

5 spacious rooms in the main house, 
plus elaborate continental breakfast.

Cabin Suite also available.  
Rooms from $119 per night off season.

Photos and details at our website:
www.BoxleyPlaceInn.com

540-967-1595

Receptions • Reunions • Retreats

The Boxley Place Inn
c. 1860 National Historic Register

Virginia Historic Landmark

Luxury and comfort 
in the fabulous 
Ethel Suite with 

private bath.

A Bed and Breakfast

540-967-5200 LouisaArts.org

212 Fredericksburg Ave, Louisa

CURRENT EXHIBIT:
 LEE NIXON

IN THE PURCELL GALLERY

Call for EntryCall for Entry

Th is exhibition is open to 
all 2-D and 3-D artists. All 
artwork submitted must be 

original, and not have 
appeared in a previous show 

at the Louisa Arts Center. 
Th ere is an entry limit of four 

pieces of art per artist.
 Th is opportunity is open to 

artists of all levels.

Color TherapyColor Therapy

In the GalleryIn the Gallery

Exhibit: 
August 2 – September 20, 2019

Bull Riding Rodeo
Come to Oakland Heights Farm for

family entertainment in the form of live
bull riding!

Date: Saturday, August 10, 2019
Time: Gates open at 5:30pm, Bull

Riding at 7:30pm
Location: Oakland Heights Farm, 17110

James Madison Highway, Gordonsville
Website: 

http://oaklandheightsfarm.com
More Info: (540) 222-1824

Sunflower Festival at Liberty Farms
Come celebrate the Sunflower

Festival at Liberty Mills Farm. Brand
new event this year!

Date: Saturday, August 24-25 and
Saturday, August 31-Septemebr 2

Location: Liberty Mills Farm, 9166
Liberty Mills Road, Somerset

Website: http://www.libertymills-
farm.com/ More Info: 434-882-MAZE
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Hammerstone Cellars
14035 Kendall Road, Orange 
On the other side of Orange County, there is another charming family-owned

boutique-style vineyard and winery. Hammerstone Cellars, owned by Bill and Sue
Robson, is located two miles from Chateaux MerrillAnne Vineyards. One of the
newest wineries in the county, it is part of the Montpelier Wine Trail. 

Bill and Sue bought their 100-acre property 18 years ago as a real estate invest-
ment and an escape from Northern Virginia. Their family, which includes two
daughters and three sons, enjoys the outdoors, and they have camped and hunted
on their property, and enjoyed the stream that runs through their farm. They tim-
bered some of the forest and planted fruit trees, including pear. Last season, they
yielded 10 gallons of pear juice that Coyote Ciderworks in Mineral made into cider
for them. 

They also grew grapes – as a hobby – and had thoughts of having a winery one
day. In 2011, they began their experiment to determine which grapes would grow
best on their property. The entire family, including Bill’s 90-year-old mother, helped
with the initial planting of the vines. In fact, the entire winery has been a real fam-
ily affair, as all have participated and contributed in one way or the other. Their old-
est, Elise, planted the roses at the tasting room; Alexandra and her daughter Kyleigh
helped plant the vines; Chase helped dig holes and run wire; Logan worked on the
irrigation system that uses solar power and made the tables for the tasting room and
deck; and Ethan designed the logo and also did a lot of planting and digging.  

During the process of converting the timberland to vineyards, they unearthed
Native American artifacts, including arrowheads, stone hand axes, and spears. A
reputable archeologist estimated that their artifacts were from the Archaic period –
2,000 to 8,000 BC – and identified one as a hammerstone. (A hammerstone was
used to strike off stone flakes to make sharp edges. It is one of the oldest and sim-
plest stone tools.) The archeologist believes that, because of all the artifacts found,

the land may have been a Native American trading site. 
After discussing possibilities for the name of their future winery, the family decid-

ed on hammerstone. It is displayed on a wall in the tasting room along with other
artifacts found on the property. The logo Ethan designed features the hammerstone
in the ground surrounded by roots symbolizing “from the earth.” They note on their
wine bottle labels that “Much like our predecessors who crafted rocks from the
ground, we have crafted our wines from the mineral rich soils of our land.” 

They opened their tasting room in 2016. The family did most of the construction,
including laying the concrete.  They used the wood harvested from the trees on their
property to build the bar, tables, and trim in the tasting room. The tasting room deck
they built overlooks the picturesque vineyards, and cards and games are set out on
the tables for guests to play while enjoying their wine. 

Bill is from Williamston, North Carolina, where his family has been farming since
the 1740s. While growing up, he spent every summer living on his relatives’ farm
and picking tobacco. He was taught the value of land and learned to invest in it as
opposed to stocks. 

Sue and Bill Robson, owners of Hammerstone Cellars, enjoy meeting and talking
with their fellow wine-loving visitors.  Photo by Barbara Wimble

The Hammerstone Cellars sign welcomes visitors. Ethan Robson, the owner’s son,
designed the logo based on the ancient hammerstone found on the property. 

Photo by Barbara Wimble

Wine among the vines” at Hammerstone Cellars.
Photo courtesy of Hammerstone Cellars. 
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In addition to farming, Bill is an architect specializ-
ing in churches, while Sue is a sales manager at a hotel.
The couple met in high school and married after col-
lege. They celebrated their 35th anniversary in March
by exploring the wineries in Southern California.
Owning a vineyard is labor-intensive, and they both
work hard mowing, tying up the vines, trimming, prun-
ing, testing and charting the sugar content of the
grapes, and harvesting. They also bottle their wines in
the production room that adjoins the tasting room. 

Bill learned about the wine business from volunteer-
ing in vineyards and attending educational programs
and conferences. He joined the Virginia Vineyards
Association and the Virginia Wine Association and
found them to be very supportive and great resources.
The late Dennis Horton of Horton Vineyards was gener-
ous with his time helping and advising him. David
King, who also passed away last year, taught him the
“do’s and don’ts” of the business.

They have more than five acres of grapes in vine
growning Norton, Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot,
Chardonel, Petit Manseng, Gros Manseng, and
Triaminette. They also grow grapes offsite at other vine-
yards. At some point, they may expand and cultivate
another five acres in their back field. 

They don’t rely on one winemaker to produce their
wines. Rather, to get the best product, they use four
notable winemakers from throughout Virginia who
each excel in a certain type of wine. Their Norton ‘17
won a major award at the San Francisco Chronicle
wine competition. There were over 6,200 entries,
including more than 40 Nortons, in the competition. This flavorful limited release
wine was aged in bourbon barrels. 

Visitors come mostly from Fredericksburg, Richmond, and Lake Anna to taste
and buy their wines. While I was there, friends and enthusiastic wine drinkers
Sherrie Shaw from Fredericksburg and Angela Jones from North Carolina enjoyed a
wine tasting wearing “Sip Happens” shirts. They said that they like visiting wineries
and collecting fun wine-related t-shirts to wear. A regular patron they call “Norm”
after the “Cheers” television show character stopped by for a chat and glass of wine.
The tasting room is open weekends, but they close after they take in the harvest in
late October. They reopen for a few days during the holidays and for private tast-
ings. 

Many visitors have commented on feeling a certain peace and serenity at
Hammerstone. Some call it cathartic.

There is always a breeze on the site that is good for both the vines and the visi-
tors. Could it be the ancient indigenous people whispering through the vineyard? 

For delicious wine, good company, a peaceful setting, and spectacular sunsets,
enjoy “wine among the vines” with Bill and Sue at Hammerstone Cellars. 

~~~~
I’m learning so much about wine and the fun of wine tastings, and enjoying meeting

the people who make award-winning wines in Orange County. I look forward to visiting
and sampling the wines of the last two vineyards in Orange County – Barboursville (the
ruins) and Horton (the castle). Cheers!

The Hammerstone Cellars tasting room. 

Visitors Angela Jones and Sherrie Shaw show off their “Sip Happens” t-shirts while enjoying a wine tasting with Sue
at Hammerstone Cellars.  Photo by Barbara Wimble



Stella and Bella Gibson have selected piglets for the ag fair’s Bottle Babies exhibition.
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arley and Davidson are going
to the Louisa County
Agricultural Fair and Tyler

Gibson hopes one of the two will
reward his efforts with a championship
in the market lamb division. Since mid-
May, the Louisa County High School
senior has been caring for the pair as
his 4-H Livestock project and plans to
show them in weight, pairs and senior
showmanship classes at the late July
event.

“Lambs are hard to show because
you can’t use a harness or halter, but
just your hands to control them,” he
said. “I’m also raising a doe goat for the
breeding classes which allows you to
use a collar.”

The 4-H projects require that Tyler
keep accurate digital records of his care
and expenses including feed and med-
ications. He handles them so they will
stand correctly for judging and walks
them to increase their muscle tone.
Before the show, Tyler will shear and
bathe the market lambs.

“I’m hoping to have one in the heavy
weight class and the other in the middle
weight class,” he said. “I’ll sell them at
the fair’s livestock auction and any prof-
it will go into a savings account for col-
lege.”

His father Chris, the 2019 ag fair

president and, who along with his wife
Natalie, has been a previous livestock
club leader, added, “It is through the
generosity of the businesses and indi-
viduals in the community that the kids
can enjoy a profit from their projects.”

To be eligible for the county fair,
Tyler had to meet the yearly require-
ments of the club which includes
attending at least seven meetings, mak-
ing a presentation to the members, par-
ticipating in two group community
service projects and helping with fund
raisers. The young man combines those
efforts with helping on the family farm.

The Gibsons live east of Mineral on a
65 aces family farm which Chris
returned to after college. His focus has
always been beef cattle. Today, the fam-
ily keeps small herds of beef cattle,
goats and sheep as well as, at a nearby
location, contracts with Tysons Food to
raise chickens. While Chris works as an
IT specialist for Virginia Community
Bank, Natalie handles the poultry oper-
ation.

When ten years old, Tyler became
interested in 4-H after attending the
weeklong Camp Holiday and then join-
ing the Louisa County 4-H Livestock
Club, it was natural for his parents to
consider his raising a heifer.

“I was always a cow man,” said
Chris. “But others recommended that
for younger members lambs or goats
were much easier, so we purchased two
lambs.”

The next year the Gibsons pur-
chased a flock of seven ewes from John

H

www.innovativehealthandlaser.com

Off to the Louisa Ag Fair
By Pat Wilson

Correspondent

he

r-
d

The 2019 Louisa County Agricultural Fair 
will be held July 26th & 27th at the 

Louisa County Fairgrounds. 

Tyler Gibson works with his 4-H lamb
projects for three months prior to the ag

fair, teaching each to stand correctly. 
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See Ag Fair Page 14

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

FOUR COUNTY PL AYERS & BARBOURSVILLE VINEYARDS 

RETURN •  TO THE  • RUINS

 
  a 
Midsummer
    Night’s 
      Dream

DIRECTED BY 

   LYDIA UNDERWOOD HOR AN

BARBOURSVILLE WINE
Barboursville Vineyards will have a wine 

station on-site for patrons to purchase 

renowned Barboursville wines by 

the glass or by the bottle. 

No other alcohol is permitted on 
site per ABC law.

DELICIOUS EATS
Contact Palladio Restaurant to order a 

Picnic Basket for Two! Additionally, there 

will be at least one local food truck 

at every performance!

book@palladiorestaurant.com

5:30PM  •  Gates Open

6:00PM  •  Preshow Entertainment

7:00PM  •  Show Begins

VISIT FOURCP.ORG 
For important information & policies,

 including rain cancellation policy.

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

   

      

 
  

     
      

 

   

   

  

On a midsummer’s night, four young lovers find themselves wrapped
in the dream-like arms of an enchanted forest where sprites lurk and
fairies rule. While a feuding Fairy King and Queen are at war, their
paths are crossed by Bottom, Quince and their friends presenting a
play within a play. Chief mischief-maker Puck is on-hand to ensure
that the course of true love is anything but smooth, and games of
fantasy, love and dreams ensue in Shakespeare’s most beguiling 
comedy. (Credit: Royal Shakespeare Company)

All performances will be held at the Historic Barboursville Ruins
July 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27
Gates open at 5:30PM
Pre-show entertainment at 6PM
Show begins at 7PM

$20/ticket, general admission. Tickets may be purchased online or through
the Box Office.$15/ticket, groups of 10 or more. Group sales must go 

directly through the Box Office. Once 300 seats are sold to a performance,
we will release a block of standing-room-only tickets (no guarantee of a seat)

for $15/person. These will be released on the day of the performance, and
are available only at the door.

visit www.fourcp.org for event information, picnics, and policies.

540-967-5200 LouisaArts.org

212 Fredericksburg Ave, Louisa

Visit the Purcell Gallery from
 May 31-July 26 for Lee Nixon’s exhibit. 

The Gallery is open
Tuesday-Friday from 12:00PM-4:00PM.

CURRENT EXHIBIT:CURRENT EXHIBIT:
  LEE NIXONLEE NIXON

IN THE PURCELL GALLERYIN THE PURCELL GALLERY

Call for Entry
Color Therapy

In the Gallery

Purcell, a 4-H club member who was
leaving for college. Over the years, the
herd has expanded to 35, and it is from
among those that Tyler selects his proj-
ect lambs.

“I look for ones that have good struc-
ture and muscle. You learn what the
judges are looking for,” he said. “I’ve
had success at the fair with champions
and reserve championships” with
Natalie adding, “He has won the show-
manship class every year but one and
then he was second.”

Tyler’s resume includes wins on live-
stock judging teams which require
knowledge of the conformation of
goats, lambs, hogs and steers. The sen-
ior is president of the high school chap-
ter of Future Farmers of America. In

120 Dogwood Lane • Orange, Virginia 22960
Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187 • dogwoodvillageocva.org

“Tradition of Excellence”

Experience a lifestyle at
Dogwood Village where you can

enjoy simple pleasures.



14 • OC MAGAZINE • July 19–August 15, 2019

Ag Fair  from page 13

ames Madison's Montpelier will
be offering free tours this sum-
mer to all kids ages 14 and
under through August 30.

Children must be accompanied by a
paying adult.

The free tours and family-friendly
activities make for an affordable and
enriching summer experience available
to the public any day of the week.
Montpelier offers "Discovering
Montpelier: A Family Friendly Tour," an
interactive tour for families and chil-
dren that involves discovering artifacts
and documents, participating in activi-
ties, and touring the House and its sur-
roundings. Other daily House tours
offered are the Signature tour and
Madison and the Constitution. Included
in admission is "Montpelier's Enslaved
Community" walking tour, as well as
access to Montpelier's award-winning
exhibition The Mere Distinction of
Colour.

The archaeology lab is free and open
to the public every day, and children are
invited to explore the drawers of arti-
facts, use the touch screen to under-
stand how archaeologists work, and
"dig" for artifacts. Other free tours
offered monthly this summer are the
Journey from Slavery to Freedom and
the Historic Landscape.

Mr. Madison will be at home and
receiving guests in the House several
Saturdays throughout the summer.
Visitors are welcome to greet him and
talk to him on topics of interest.
Montpelier's 8+ miles of walking trails
- great for hikers of all ages and skill lev-
els - are free and open to the public, and
dogs on leashes are welcome. The
Gilmore Cabin and 1910 Train Depot
are open daily and are self-guided. The
Gilmore Cabin is staffed on Saturday
and Sunday. Learn about life on a freed-
man's farm.

Enjoy award-winning barbeque, spe-
cialty sandwiches, and a kids' menu at
the Exchange Cafe, or bring a picnic
and choose a shady spot anywhere on
Montpelier's 2,650 acres. The David M.
Rubenstein Center also houses two gal-
leries and a Museum Shop. In the Grills
Gallery, the new, interactive "Mysteries
of Montpelier" exhibition aims to put
visitors into the shoes of museum cura-
tors. Guests will learn how curators,

archaeologists, researchers, and preser-
vationists use objects and materials to
answer questions about the past and
tell stories about who lived at
Montpelier, and they can create their
own mini-exhibits. 

To learn more about any of these
activities, visit 

http://www.montpelier.org or
call 540-672-2728 x 141. 

WHAT: Summer activities at
Montpelier: Kids Free, Trails, Exhibits
Archaeology, and More.

WHEN: July 8-August 30, 2019

WHERE: James Madison's
Montpelier, 11350 Constitution
Highway, Montpelier Station, VA, 22957

About James Madison's Montpelier
The lifelong home of James

Madison, Father of the Constitution,
Architect of the Bill of Rights, and fourth
President of the United States, is more
than a museum. As a monument to
James Madison, a museum of American
history, and a center for constitutional
education, Montpelier engages the pub-
lic with the enduring legacy of
Madison's most powerful idea: govern-
ment by the people. The historic home
and 2,650-acre grounds are open to vis-
itors and student groups throughout the
year; and the Robert H. Smith Center
for the Constitution at Montpelier offers
world-class residential and online edu-
cational programs. Montpelier is a
National Trust for Historic Preservation
site. To learn more, visit www.montpe-
lier.org.

Kids are Free This Summer at Montpelier
Family-Friendly Tours and Free Activities Give Families Lots to Do

APPLY 
NOW

NEEDS
A

PART-
TIME

REPORTER

OC
Magazine

OC  Magazine
 is currently seeking 

a part-time reporter to 
write about

Orange County’s
rich history and 

interesting people.

  Please email resume 
with samples 
of writing, to:

valleyeditor1@gmail.com

Carlos Santos, Publisher
OC Magazine 

is published  Monthly. 

Mid-June he attended the FFA state convention
Not to be outdone, the younger Gibsons – eight-year-old Stella and

six-year-old twins Eli and Bella – will participate at the ag fair with other
Cloverbuds, a pre4-H group for children eight and younger. The twins
work with kid goats, Peewee and Coco, while Stella has a lamb, Cookie
Dough. The three have attended youth judging camps to learn skills, as
did Tyler in previous summers.

“We even got to help pick out our animals,” said Stella. “I picked a
friendly one.”

For Friday’s Bottle Babies class, Stella and Bella will each select a
piglet from the litter the Gibsons’ sow carried. Eli will show a calf from
the family’s herd. 

“We encourage participation for younger kids to increase their inter-
est in 4-H and FFA activities,” said Chris. “Their activities are not com-
petitive, but give them a chance to show off their skills and hard work.”     

The Gibson youth also show on the Virginia Showmasters Circuit
which provides youngsters the opportunity to exhibit lambs and goats.
The organization offers nine competitions during the spring and sum-
mer, with the top ten finishers awarded prizes at the Virginia State Fair
in October.

“The circuit has events from Virginia Beach to Abington. Tyler can
accumulate points on how well he does in showmanship and animal
management classes. The first show of the year had 42 youth in his 15
– 19 age bracket, so the competition is tough,” said Chris then with a
smile added, “We take most of our vacations pulling a livestock trailer.”

A bonus for the Gibsons is that some shows offer a peewee division
so Stella, Bella and Eli can show young lambs and goat kids. They espe-
cially enjoy the costume classes and Natalie’s creativity becomes obvi-
ous. One year the three youngsters were the Three Little Pigs and a lamb
was the Big Bad Wolf, of course. Last year Stella and Bella were Virginia
Tech cheerleaders, Eli was a football player and the lamb was the refer-
ee.

This fall, Tyler will exhibit at the 4-H show at the state fair and if suc-
cessful on the VSC will compete in those events as well. The three young-
sters will take their projects for a costume class. Another family road trip
pulling a stock trailer!

Showing lambs, Tyler Gibson has had numerous
wins in statewide competitions.

J
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RV CAMPER: 2002 Trail Lite RV Camper,
Chevy 3500, 23 footer. Fiberglass, new
brakes + batteries in 2018. In good condi-
tion. Has 60,500 actual miles, new tires at
47,000. $14,900.00, O.B.O. Contact (434)
510-7034 or email:
RNSANDERS@gmail.com

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call (434)
295-1750. 

HELP WANTED

JABA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: help
people navigate their prescription drug
plans. JABA volunteers helped people
save $1.1 million last year. Training is pro-
vided. Call (434) 817-5239 to find out
how you can help! 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: For current
home rentals call (434) 589-7653 for
Genevieve or
email:MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.c
om

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD: Reserve
Thistle Gate Vineyard for your next organ-
ization or private event. Located at 5199
W. River Road, Scottsville, VA. We are a
family-owned and tended vineyard.
Contact Leslie at (434) 327-3137 or
leslie@thistlegatevineyard.com. 

SERVICES 

SELLING A HOME? www.Home-
Photographer.com

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING: also Tin
Roofs, Fences, Decks stained, gutter
cleaning and power washing. Over 40
years experience. Call (434) 962-6484 or
(434) 296-3146

HEARING AIDES! Medical-Grade Hearing
Aids for less than $200! FDA-registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures & no audiologist needed. Try it RISK
FREE for 45 days Days! Call 1-(855) 408-
4459. 

KNEE, BACK or JOINT PAIN? If you are
suffering from joint pain maybe a pain
relieving Orthotic Brace can help! We
handle the paperwork! Call now  1(855)
496-7716. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD & HANDY-
MAN SERVICE: Carpentry, painting,
power washing, gutter work, fencing,
tree work, reseeding, fertilizing, mulching
& more. Fully insured. Call for a free esti-
mate 540-937-2144 or 540-522-1662.

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERVICE:
Reliable quality tuning and repair with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos priced reasonably. 
Call 540-672-5388, evenings. Depend on
Lohr’s for your piano needs. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS AND DEPEND-
ENTS: Do you know your Veterans
Benefits? We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans Services, https://www.dvs.vir-
ginia.gov or, https://www.virginiaforvet-
erans.com. Need Help? Call 1(800) 827-
1000, M-F, from 8 a.m to 9 p.m., Veterans
Affairs Benefits and Services. Or phone:
(434) 529-6431. 

WANTED

VENDORS NEEDED: local vendor for
craft and Artesian products wanted.
Palmyra United Methodist Church is
holding their ‘ART IN THE SPIRIT’ Craft and
Bake Sale on September 7, 2019 at Lake
Monticello Fire & Rescue Building on 10
Slice Road, outside LM in Palmyra. Hours:
9 a.m. to  4 p.m. Call Cindy (434) 589-5008
or email: shebecb47@comcast.net, to
RESERVE A TABLE. 

VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE MARBLES: Call
Al at (434) 960-1139. 

OLD COINS: I buy old coins. 434-466-
7968.

FOR SALE SERVICES

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle

from page 11

HELP WANTED

Green Distribution’s and Green Applications’ customer 
base include; Bravado International (where the company 
prints apparel for bands such as Rolling Stones, Beatles, 
Bob Marley and Lady Gaga), Fanatics (fan ware for NBA, 
NFL, NHL, etc.), and Hard Rock café, to name a few. 

Top Pay Rates for Experience Machine Operator’s

Green Applications offer’s great bene�its:
Medical, Dental & Vision

401-k
Free Life Insurance

Free Short Term & Long Term Disability
8 Paid Holiday’s Yearly

PTO starting after 30 Days.
Green Applications 

401 Taylor Ave. Gordonsville, VA 22942
201-252-1196 

ecollins@green-applications.com 
Drug Free Workplace 

Drop in for a personal tour and see what position might be right for you!! 

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

SERVICES

WANTED

SPECIAL  NOTICES
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History Lives at Our House.

www.montpelier.org  |  540.672.2728

Step into the home that inspired a nation. James 
Madison’s Montpelier is open to the public 7 days a 
week. Explore history on 2,650 acres. Guided tours 
are offered daily, and the grounds, gardens, and 8 
miles of walking trails are free.

Kids are FREE through August 30. 
House tours are free for kids 14 and under  

who visit with a paying adult.

@jmmontpelier@jmmontpelier
JamesMadisonsMontpelier
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