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Mayor Gill delivers State of the Town narrative. 
Photo by Ron Smith 

Council Member Eddie Payne comments on R-3 Zoning Text
Amendment request. Photo by Ron Smith 

t the June 17th meeting of the Scottsville
Town Council, Mayor Nancy Gill, who is
completing her third year in office, issued a
State of the Town report summarizing
accomplishments made over the past two

years.
Noting that changes in office staff have increased efficien-

cy, Mayor Gill stated that Vice Mayor Laura Mellusi “has taken
an active role in rudimentary tasks.”  Mellusi heads the town’s
Events Committee and is responsible for, among other things,
the annual Batteau Festival.  She also noted that Police Chief
Jeff Vohwinkel “takes public safety very seriously, working
closely with both the volunteer fire department and area EMT
services.

The Mayor mentioned repairs and upgrades to town assets
such as Victory Hall, the pumping station, Farmers Market
and Canal Basin Square.  The town is “also continuing to work
with CSX to make their property and the East Main Street
entrance corridor more attractive,” she said.  With regards to
zoning she stated that “the comprehensive plan was updated
and a small area plan for the western side of town is under-
way.”

As for her upcoming last year in office she said she will be
“working on two initiatives, the Health Equity and Access in a
Rural Region (HEARR) initiative and scheduling a joint meet-
ing with the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors, the pur-

pose of which will be to schedule joint work sessions and dis-
cuss common goals and agreements.”

In closing her report, Mayor Gill thanked “the volunteers
who serve on town committees, the fire department,
Chamber of Commerce, museum, library and civic organiza-
tions.”  

No Less Days To Sing God's Praise Than When We'd First
Begun: A few members of the Chestnut Grove Baptist

Church Youth Choir, with Assistant Director, Sharron Ayres
(l), and Director, Rebecca Rush (r). Left to right in photo:
Aiden Williams,Trayvon Auston, Tamera Auston, Trashad

Auston, Taylor Auston  and Kennedy Dillard.  
Photo by Patrick Healy

Cover designed by Marilyn Ellinger

The Cover
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Police Jeff Chief Vohwinkle.

Mayor Gill Issues State of the
Town Report

By Ron Smith
Correspondent

A

Vice Mayor Laura Mellusi.



Three public hearings took place at this meet-
ing.  The first was to consider a rezoning request
by Lucas RVP V.LLC and Dimitri Hasson to rezone
460 E. Main Street which is Scottsville’ old bus sta-
tion.  The applicants wish to use the property,
after renovations, for a mixed use of
apartment/business/restaurant/commercial.  The
Planning Commission had previously recom-
mended approval to Council and, as no one from
the public spoke against the request, Council
voiced its approval. 

The second public hearing was a boundary
adjustment matter.  The Scottsville Volunteer Fire
Department wants to build a new station on the
north side of their existing property.  To make it
possible to move forward with the project the fire
department needed the lot adjoining the north
side of the fire department’s property and that lot lies in Albemarle County.  With
no members of the public speaking to this issue, Council approved the request stat-
ing that after working with Albemarle County the boundary adjustment placed the
parcel within town limits.  Now the new fire department building can become a real-
ity. 

The third public hearing drew the majority of the large number of those in the
audience.  Virginia Land Trust and their agent Shimp Engineering had requested a
“zoning text amendment” to the town’s R-3 ordinance.  The change would reduce
from 9700 square feet to 2000 square feet the minimum size for a “cluster” devel-
opment on R-3 zoned properties.  While the Planning Commission recognized cer-
tain ambiguities in the R-3 zoning, they had recommended to Council the request
be denied.  This was the feeling also of those who spoke to Council with the excep-
tion of the applicant’s representatives.  Council, after hearing the public comments
and discussing the matter among themselves voted to deny the applicants request
and, at the same time, requested the Planning Commission work on finding a solu-
tion to the contradictions found in the current R-3 zoning text.

Routine business consumed the remainder of the meeting.  The proposed 1 %
increase in the meals tax was changed to one half of one percent and the town

budget for the next fiscal year was approved.  Erin Root was appointed to the
Architectural Review Board, the Van Clief Nature Area Master Plan was approved,
and committee reports were received.

Minutes of town meetings are available on the town website.  Town Administrator
Matt Lawless and Town Clerk Tomas Unsworth are available to answer questions.  If
you have a question or are confused about something going on in town, go online
or make a call.  The phone number is 434-286-9267 and they are always happy
to assist.
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The old bus station renderings (1&2) Courtesy Lucas RVP V.LLC.

WANTED Account Executive
Part Time

OUR GROWING 5-PAPER MEDIA COMPANY IS SEEKING 
AN ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
for the Sco� sville Monthly and Buckingham Beacon.

The ideal candidate:
• must be good with people, hard-working and customer-service oriented.
• should be able to mul� -task and organize work fl ow, build rapports 
   with  local businesses and help the team meet weekly sales goal numbers.
• needs to be comfortable with telephone and wri� en sales eff orts as 
   well as with face-to-face presenta� ons.

You will be talking with poten� al adver� sing customers in Sco� sville and 
Buckingham and beyond, planning ad campaigns and establishing budgets, 
helping design basic layouts and cross-selling into all of our publica� ons.

This is a part-� me posi� on with very high commissions, and is perfect for 
anyone wan� ng to earn extra income in a 10-12 hour per week sales capacity.  
If this fi ts your skill set, please forward your resume to:
Judi Price, Adver� sing Director
Judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com
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From Bakersfield to Bollywood: Ethan Hamburg relaxes in his new "hometown" by
doing what he has always done; playing and composing music.

Cover Story

o sang Bill Monroe, recalling his beloved uncle, and his own “good
old days”. These, our own good old days are, seemingly, light-years
away from the late Bluegrass legend's younger days. Our plumbing
has moved indoors, where the “climate” is digitally controlled. We
don't have to spread saddle blankets over the rough planks of a

farm wagon so that our families can ride to church. Since someone else grows our
food for us, buds aren't those little bumps at the tips of fruit tree twigs, but the soft
plastic beads we stuff in our ears. 

A local music titan, Nick Glennie-Smith or Dave Matthews, might be seen enjoy-
ing a sandwich at the Tavern on the James, but you won't hear Dave's guitar ring-
ing from any evening hilltop around here. No, Matthews plays his music in distant
stadiums. Like Glennie-Smith, he records in London or New York, and mixes in
Memphis or Los Angeles. For a few cents you can download the DMB hit of your
choice, or for a couple of bucks stream any one of the blockbusters scored by
Glennie-Smith. Thus enlivened, our earbuds protect us from the offensive and bor-

S

Can You Still Make
Home Made?

By Patrick Healy
Correspondent

34 Jefferson Ct, Zion Crossroads, VA 22942
Phone: 540-832-3232
(Off Rt#15 across from Walmart)
www.springcreekdentist.com

615 Woodbrook Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
Phone: 434-293-9793
www.cvilleteeth.com

20192019

FULL FAMILY DENTAL CARE INCLUDING 
ORTHODONTICS & SLEEP APNEA

Helping people smile for over 58 Years.

Feel Great About Your Smile!

Call us to Schedule an Appointment today! 

Most Dental Insurances Accepted
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The Accoustic JAM - Every second Friday of each month - 7 pm - 9 pm  at Victory
Hall Theatre - Music Event - Bring your own AXE, meaning bring an instrument if you

want to jam . Free and open to everybody. This an old get together that happens
every 2nd Friday of every month.

Mary Hardy Roberts and John Frank fiddling together. Photo by Nancy Gill
from November 28, 2014 issue of Scottsville Monthly.

“Late in the ev’nin’, ‘bout sundown
High on the hill, an’ above the town
Uncle Pen played the fiddle, Lordy, hear it ring
You could hear it talk, you could hear it sing.”



July 5–August 1, 2019 • SCOTTSVILLE MONTHLY • 5

295B E. Main St. • Scottsville, VA 24590
PHONE: (434)286-6009 • FAX: (434)286-6021

Email: scottsvillerx@embarqmail.com
We Accept Medicare Part D Insurance

Hours:
Monday through Friday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Saturday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Refi ll quickly and easily using our mobile app. 
Download POCKETRX today! Available 24/7. 

Manage the entire family.

We’ve Gone MOBILE!We’ve Gone MOBILE!

Scottsville Pharmacy has been a community favorite since 2013. Serving the 
community of Scottsville we pride ourselves on our quality of care and 

commitment to excellence. We believe the value of success comes from the 
impact we have on you. Our wide range of services are customized to meet your 

needs and our pharmacists are always happy to take the time to answer all 
your questions. Visit us today and experience our commitment to you.

Available Services:
•• Full Line of OTC Products and Vitamins
•• DME—Compression Stockings, Braces, 
              Bath Safety, etc.
•• Short Patient Wait Times

•• Knowledgeable Pharmacy Staff
•• E-scribe Acceptance
•• Fully Stocked Pharmacy Department
•• Auto-Refi ll Available

We Are a Full Service Pharmacy Check Out Our Website:We Are a Full Service Pharmacy Check Out Our Website:

scottsvillepharmacy.com

Download Our 
Free Mobile App

scottsvillepharmacy.com

ing things everyone else is doing, while protecting others from taking offense at our
own tastes in music, or movies. Why, it's almost like social climate control! And that
Uncle Pen fellow? You can file him under buggy whips, or butter churns. 

Or not. As it turns out, there are plenty of people around here who like to tune
up, and make their instruments talk, and sing. Some unwind at the end of the day
with anything from honky tonk to free jazz. Others serve to join their communities
in songs of faith, hope, and love, at week’s end. So come along, as we scratch the
surface of that local scene.      

For more years than anyone can recall, people have gathered at Victory Hall on
the second Friday of every month. There, the pleasant ruckus goes from 7:00 until
9:00 PM, and all are encouraged to join in. Join in they do, with everything from the
primal - spoons, hambones, jewsharps, and hand-clapping - to the sophisticated
tones of the electronic keyboard. In between are violins, violas, bass fiddles, har-
monicas, banjos - antique and brand new - mandolins, and every kind of guitar
imaginable. 

On the evening we looked in at the Hall the crowd was smaller than usual. Ron
Smith, who has acted as “caller” for the last four or five years, had most of his band,

Delightful CountryDelightful Country
Properties For SaleProperties For Sale

Contact Mike Spessard 
434-960-0290

about these Listings

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Virginia akarionrealty.com

This property has it all. Perfect for horses 
and cattle. Very private setting. If you 
are looking for privacy this is it. Awsome 
screenporch shaded by beautiful trees . 
Many outbuilings  including horse stable 
and chicken coop. small pond , Great hunting property. Less than 1 
hour to Richmond,Cville or Farmville.

Charming rancher on quiet 
Valmont Lane. Nice large 
fenced yard with pasto-
ral views. Nice shed with 
porch. Well built home 
with oak hardwoodfl oors 
and many extra’s including 
fl ue for wood stove, built in 
book cases, sun room, 2 
decks overlooking a fenced 
horse pasture and much 
more. Walking distance 
from Totier Creek Park. 

MLS# 584618
Directions: From Scottsville take Rt 6 west. Make a left on Warren Street to a right on James 
River Road to Valmont lane on the left. Sign in yard

Beautiful Ranch house just 1/4 mile 
from Dillwyn. Awesome 
pastoral views. House has a partially 
fi nished basement with 1/2 bath and 
kitchen and oil stove. Acreage is estimated at this point. Surveyor is 
currently cutting the double wide off and he claims that it is approved 

by Dillwyn. Will have new plat soon. Great 30 x 60 shop plus a block garage.

Charming home on 2.47 acres. 
Conveniant to schools. Nice rural area. 
12 x 16 shed. New roof installed on 
house. Nice rear deck overlooking private 
back yard. Nice fenced yard.

MLS # 590167

$175,000

MLS #590291

$219,900

MLS #590688

$139,900

BEAUTIFUL RANCH

CHARMING HOME

 COUNTRY CHARMER
With 10 Acres

PRICE REDUCED!

BRAND NEW ROOF!

NEAR THE JAMES RIVER & TOTIER CREEK PARK

Price Reduced  $179,900!
See Homemade page 6
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Homemade from page 5
“4 Hits And A Miss”, on hand. He got things going, leading everyone through a num-
ber of standards from the early country music and rock n roll catalogs. Other play-
ers took their turns, leading hymns, murder ballads, tin-pan-alley tunes, and songs
of love, both true and betrayed. A march from the War Between the States was
played, as well as one of the show-stoppers from the hit Broadway review,
“Golddiggers of 1929”. All of it remarkable stuff which, you can bet, vibrated in no
earbuds around town on that Friday night. 

Towards evening's end, a spontaneous pile-up of Beatles and Rolling Stones
songs occurred as the players let one song dissolve into another, during a bit of
musical horse-play. The nicest thing about the Victory Hall musicians is how gener-
ous they are with one another. Seasoned, talented musicians sit next to base-level
beginners, and nervous youths next to laid-back seniors. Everyone just enjoys the
music, and each other.

Ground-zero for homemade musical fun in Scottsville might just be on the lower
level of the James River Brewery; unless they take it outside. Every Friday night,
from 7:00 until closing time, is open mic night at the Brewery, but without any
microphones. There are always a half-dozen or more people there to play. As at
Victory Hall, it's an eclectic group. Songs can come from or go about anywhere, but
lean to the classic folk and rock genres. We heard songs by Bob Dylan, Simon and
Garfunkel, Tom Petty, and The Eagles, among others. “Heard” is the tricky bit at the
brewery. It is a small room, filled with people who talk, laugh, sing along, and play
unplugged. Darts whiz past the heads of earnest pickers. It's all in good fun, but
sometimes the music doesn't cut through the ambience. 

Just lately, the Brewery has been hosting Karaoke on the occasional Saturday. So
if you would like to get in touch with your inner, well-oiled Japanese business exec-
utive and howl out some Twisted Sister hits, here's your chance. But seriously,
Karaoke is a unique way for anyone to partake in live music. Some sing very well,
and others, otherwise; but, it works either way. Check at the Brewery for the next
date and time.

Sunday evenings, from 7:00 until 8:00, “Hops and Hymns” rules the roost at the
Brewery. There's usually a crowd of good singers on hand, accompanied by Ethan
Hamburg on piano and, until she was recently sidelined by poor health, Caron
Bridges on trumpet (Get well soon, Caron). It's sort of like going to church...with
beer. Indeed, the local churches help out, acting as hymnal libraries. One week
there's a stack of Baptist hymnals, and the next a stack from the Methodists. Heads
nod together, sharing, when singers outnumber the hymnals. Hops and Hymns puts
a nice twist on non-denominationalism. 

Going to church, at church, is certainly the more conventional way to find songs
of uplift and praise. So on one of those late spring mornings, when the gentle rain
adds inches to our field sprouts and deepens the green of our woodlands, we joined
the community at the Chestnut Grove Baptist Church for their Sunday Service. The
liturgy rotates from week to week at Chestnut Grove, and on this soft, gray Sunday
a subset of the youth choir, accompanied by a drummer, provided the music. 

But there is nothing "minimalist" about the service at Chestnut Grove Baptist,
least of all the music. Pastor Lewis called his flock to worship, gave a nod, and the
drummer laid down the beat. Both the choir and the congregation jumped on it.
Most clapped on the second and fourth beats, along with the snare drum. A few syn-
copated with rapid double claps, or clapped on the one. With the groove established,
the choir raised their young voices. The songs were structured with musical space
at the end of each verse line, which set up a call/response performance. The choir
would deliver the verse and the powerful voice of choir director, Rebecca Rush,
would give it right back. Members of the congregation joined in, offering harmony
or counterpoint as the spirit moved them. The service alternated hymns with read-
ings, prayers, announcements, and preaching, but the music never really stopped.
During a reading, the choir hummed a beautiful melody. While offering up a prayer,
Pastor Lewis's voice slipped from spoken to sung words and back, as if there is no
difference between the two. To hear him beseech Heaven on our behalf is to realize
that, indeed, there is none. 

It was a beautiful service, centered on worship, and riding on the heart-felt
expression of a rich musical heritage. 

There is a leitmotif running through our story, which ought to be allowed to solo
for a moment. So take a bow, Ethan Hamburg. Hamburg provides music for the
Scottsville Presbyterian Church in town, and St. Stephens Episcopal Church in
Esmont. He has played at the Chestnut Grove Baptist Church in Chestnut Grove, is
a regular at the Victory Hall song circles, and sits in at James River Brewery open
mics. And don't forget his support for Hops and Hymns. You might say that
Hamburg's life is caught up in music. And you might be right.

Hamburg was born in New York, and grew up in the Washington D. C. area. He
started out with basic, western European musical theory where he found his ideals
among the great Baroque composers. "I think of Henry Purcell as my English friend,
and Bach as my grouchy German professor." says Hamburg. But his clavier was
wont to wander, and by the mid-70s he was out in Los Angeles, working in studios,
and clubs. He worked with the young Riki Lee Jones, and with the Bakersfield musi-
cians, who recorded at Capitol Records in LA. In 1979 he went out on the road with
Merle Haggard, when Merle's regular piano man was incapacitated. This led to other
opportunities, and in the ensuing years he played in the bands of Willie Nelson,
Kitty Wells, Roger Miller, and Moe Bandy. He played in opening acts for other stars,
and worked with television performers, Mike Douglas, and Merv Griffin. From 1988
to 2009 he played for the DC regional band Southern Winds. 

He composes, as well, including a film score in 1991, and the meditations he
plays each Sunday before the service starts at Scottsville Presbyterian.  

So what does this seasoned professional think of all the amateur musicians rat-
tling the window panes hereabouts? 

"Martin Luther wanted the church to be a participatory community." says
Hamburg. "Participation is at the heart of the Protestant Reformation." He goes on
to point out the Reformation is part-and-parcel with the Renaissance, the First Great
Awakening, and the Enlightenment and, therefore, an important factor in the estab-
lishment of our Town, the Commonwealth, and the Republic. "Participation is what
we do."

It's hard to argue with that.

The Victory Hall Theatre.

Mary Hardy Roberts with the Humpback Pioneer Farm First Time Fiddlers,
2006. Photo by Nancy Gill.

In the Spirit of a fiddler
Any story about participatory music in Scottsville would be more than half empty

if it failed to mention the late Mary Hardy. As a young woman, Mary honed her
prodigious talent working with teachers and top musicians in New York City.
Success as a performer was almost certainly open to her, but teaching proved to be
Mary's passion. So as she moved through life, this talented musician grew through
sharing. She came to the area to introduce the children in the Buckingham school
district to the challenge and joy of musical performance. Later she guided the young
talents studying music at Longwood University, then found her way to Scottsville
where her lifetime of sharing culminated in her final act of prodigious giving. She
formed the Scottsville Center for Arts and Nature, where she helped hundreds of
people become better musicians. The Center will be reopening the String Program
in Mary's name, so that the musical sharing will continue, in her spirit.

In the parlance of the old Virginia mountain songs, Mary has "gone up yonder".
Maybe she talks theory with Bach and Purcell, or helps Uncle Pen with some tricky
fingering on his violin. She probably smiles, when she hears the people of Scottsville
sing. 
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The Scottsville Library. Photo by Ron Smith

We have come a long way since clay tablets and papyrus were used as ways to
record history, tell stories and provide useful information to the masses.  There is
evidence that as far back as 2600 BC an early form of “the library” was already in
existence.  Great libraries were found around the Mediterranean area dating back to
the 5th century.  In the United States the first tax supported library was established
in Peterborough, New Hampshire in 1833.

In 1839 a traveling library called the American Frontier Library was started and
in 1876 the American Library Association was formed.  After the Civil War the
library movement really took off with a number of newly formed “women’s clubs”
donating books from member’s collections to establish libraries.  Philanthropist
such as Andrew Carnegie funded the library movement.  Carnegie alone funded
2000 libraries in the United States.

In 1902 Scottsville did not have a library.  Something needed to be done so Mrs.
Jacinto Pereira, wife of the Fidelity Bank’s president, and Miss Marietta Powers, his
secretary decided to have a benefit to raise funds for a library.  The party was
planned and took place in Beal’s Hall, known today as the Beal Building at the cor-
ner of Bird and Valley Streets.

At the party, guests wore costumes depicting characters from favorite books.
Money raised from this event went to establish a small library at the corner of Main
Street and Valley Street.  Later Mr. Pereira built a new bank building and the library
was moved into a room at the bank.  When the Pereiras moved away, Miss Powers
became custodian of the books and moved the library to a building next to the
Methodist Church.

According to the current Scottsville Library website, “when Miss Powers died in
1953 there were 1000 books in the library.”  Local resident, Grover Cleveland, “pur-
chased the collection for $40.00 and the money was donated to the Scottsville
Volunteer Fire Department.”  After that time the bookmobile from Charlottesville
made regular trips to Scottsville and that was Scottsville’s “library.”

With what has been an ongoing theme with Scottsville residents, when a need
arises citizens tend to that need.  A group of citizens organized in 1959 and with
donated books a new library was established in a vacant store on Valley Street.  The
first paid librarian was Mrs. Brent Dorrier and her salary, as well as the rent on the
space the library occupied were paid by the McIntire Library in Charlottesville. 

In 1965 with the help of local civic and social organizations, the Chamber of
Commerce, and Uniroyal Plant employees, the old school building at Bird and Page
Streets was renovated to become Scottsville’s Library.  Then disaster struck!  In 1980
lightning struck the library. The building and most of the books were destroyed.
Again local residents sprang into action and with donated books and books salvaged
from the fire a temporary library was established.

1982 saw a new building on the old site and there it has been since, today hous-
ing a collection of over 21000 items.  It is a testament to what local citizens can do
when it comes to seeing to the needs of their community.  

Scottsville is part of the Jefferson – Madison Regional Library system.  Being part
of this gives patrons the opportunity to access any item at any branch.  Kathleen
Burns is currently head librarian at the Scottsville Branch.  A University of Georgia
graduate and former member of Microsoft’s IT division, Kathleen has been in library
service or over fifteen years.  When she was at her first library, in Corolla, NC, she
used her IT experience to upgrade that facility and bring it into the 21st century.  

She has been with Scottsville for five years.  Her expertise has helped untold
numbers of patrons with numerous problems and challenges. However, if you want
to meet Kathleen you had better hurry.  She is retiring at the end of July.  She plans
to take it easy for a while with her husband, two dogs and a first grandchild due any
day now.

Thanks to those party goers in 1902 for starting something that continues today.
Scottsville’s library is truly an asset to the community.  It not only offers a vital serv-
ice, it is a monument to what local citizens can do when there is a need that needs
to be addressed.

Scottsville Library
Began with a Party!

By Ronald Smith
Correspondent

Dr. Bishop has relocated 

138 Heritage Drive, Suite A 
Palmyra, VA  22963

                THE NEW OFFICE IS 
                   LOCATED NEAR 
                     THE FOOD LION       
                       SHOPPING CENTER 

 
                          NEXT TO THE 

 

Call 434-591-5056 for an Appointment Today!

Raymond Bishop, MD
FAMILY MEDICINE

Now Accepting New Patients
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Upcoming Events & Announcements

June 1 - August 31

jmrl.org/summer

Summer Reading Challenge
Fun for all ages!

3 CENTRE COURT 
WWW.BEAUTIFULGATE3.COM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FOR CHILDREN ENTERING K-6TH GRADE 

JULY 8-12
EVERY EVENING

6PM-8:15PM
TO REGISTER - EMAIL:

NIKKI@BEAUTIFULGATE3.COM

9th Annual Ol' Fashioned Peach Festival!
Saturday, July 27, 2019 at 9 AM – 6 PM
Sunday, July 28, 2019 at 10 AM – 6 PM
Carter Mountain Orchard
1435 Carters Mountain Trl, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Phone: (434) 977-1833
C’mon out for pick-your-own peaches (availability permit-

ting), peach cider donuts, peach cider slushies, peach pies, and
ice cream available all day!

Festival activities include:
Games – Sack Races, Tug-O-War, Water Balloon Toss, Pie Eating Contests, and

more…
Hayrides – Take a scenic ride through the orchard on our tractor-pulled wagon!

*3.00 per person (free for kids under 2)
Pie eating contests – Categories for kids (12 and under) and adults (13+). Prizes

for the winner of each round! *2.00 entry fee Albemarle County Fair 2019
Hosted by Albemarle County Fair and James Monroe's

Highland
July 25-27, 2019, Thursday 4pm-9pm, Friday/Saturday

10am-9pm. Come Celebrate The Agricultural Community;
Livestock, Agriculture, Craft Exhibits, Antique Tractors, Games and so much more!
info@albemarlecountyfair.com

The AFC Board thanks the community for their interest and continued support
and looks forward to sharing and celebrating the best of our rich and lively agricul-
tural community at the 2019 Fair at James Monroe’s Highland.

Scottsville Library Reptiles Alive Show
Thursday, August 8, 2019 at 10 AM – 10:45 AM
Colorful live reptiles presented by an

engaging and kid-friendly Wildlife
Educator make a Reptiles Alive show fun
for all ages!  Enjoy exciting stories about
how the animals survive while meeting
an exotic cast of snakes, lizards, turtles
and other amazing animals.

Scottsville Library, 330 Bird St,
Scottsville

Tickets: www.jmrl.org
About Reptiles Alive! LLC
Education · Annandale, Virginia
www.ReptilesAlive.com Wildly excit-

ing Live Animal Shows. Bring our popular
and fun reptile program to your child's
birthday, school assembly, fair, scout
meeting or any special event.

Author David Goetz To Talk About New Book
The Scottsville Museum, which is open each week-

end through the end of September, will host author
David Goetz on Saturday, August 10th to talk about
his new book, “Ever the Gray Ghost.” The book fol-
lows Confederate Col. John Singleton Mosby and his
“Mosby Rangers,” a band of Confederate fighting
men, many of whom were from Scottsville and the
surrounding area.  The Rangers, sometimes referred
to as Mosby’s Raiders, made “lightning fast attacks”
and then disappeared before Union forces could find
them. 



Upcoming Events & Announcements

Welcome to the 60th Reunion!
By Ron Smith

Correspondent

Members of the Scottsville High School Class of 1959 gathered recently at the
home of classmate Roland Leap to celebrate their 60th reunion.  A great afternoon
was enjoyed by all in attendance.  Remembering their high school days and those
who are no longer with them, the guests reminisced and shared stories.  Most all
of those who attended continue to live in the Scottsville area and plan to have
reunions for, as Roland said, "the next fifteen years!"
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Fox Memorial Baptist ChurchFox Memorial Baptist Church

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Join Us!Join Us!

Save The Date:Save The Date:
July 29-Aug 2July 29-Aug 2

6-8:30 pm6-8:30 pm
Contact:Contact:

David RoachDavid Roach
286-3825286-3825

2847 River Road Scottsville2847 River Road Scottsville
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God’s Promise on Life’s Wild RideGod’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride       

           
   CANYONCANYON

Cooking Classes To Start
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church is sponsoring a cooking class

for anyone wants to learn the basics of cooking. This class
will be offered once a month at 10:00 am until 1:00 pm to
2:00 pm – depending on questions. It will be taught be the
pastor who was a cook for three years at a missionary
training center. He began learning by helping his mother
in the kitchen. Then at the age of 16 he learned to make
biscuits from a man who learned to make biscuits when he
had to use a stool to get up to the counter.

The first lesson will cover some knife skills and the use
of spices in cooking. He will make Hamburger gravy, tacos, sloppy joes, Cincinnati
chili and marinara sauce. We will taste some of what we have cooked and have a
meal of Cincinnati Chili. He will explain how to make sausage gravy, bacon/egg
gravy and beef stroganoff.

To register for the class email or call: nida.ron@gmail.com or 434-390-7135
We plan to have the class if at least 6 people sign up for it. There will be a

minimum charge of $ 4 to $ 5 to cover the cost of the food. The use of the facil-
ity and the pastor’s time and effort are free.

We will allow the members of the class to steer the class by choosing what to
learn to cook and when.

Scottsville High School Class of 59 - Front Row (l-r)  Joyce Smith, Phyllis Alford, Bill
Pitts, Gene Harding.  Back Row (l-r) Joe Smith, Morris Foster, Roland Leap.

Photo by Ron Smith

The Senior class of 1959. Photo courtesy of the Scottsville Museum.

Fluvanna County Fair 2019
3 Dates · Aug 15 - Aug 17
AUG15: Thu 6:00 PM
AUG16: Fri 6:00 PM
AUG17: Sat10:00 AM
Fluvanna County Fair
1730 Thomas Jefferson Pkwy, Palmyra,

Virginia 22963
Come on out to the Fluvanna County Fair!

It's family fun all weekend long. Live music
and performances, kids zone, contests, skill-a-
thons, and so much more! Follow us and stay
in the know!

Pleasant Grove Park 
271 Pleasant Grove Drive, Palmyra
General admission: $2.00 • Children 2 and under are free!!!

Thistle Gate Vinyard
When:Open March 
through December
Where:5199 W. River Rd., Scottsville
Call:(434) 286-7781
More info:

http://www.thistlegatevineyard.com/events.html 
July Events: 
July 13 (Saturday), noon to 6 PM. Music with Powers and Brown.
July 14 (Sunday), 2 to 4 PM. Wine Class. Join sommelier Sara Davenport for a

fun and informed afternoon. Wine and food pairing. Reservations required (434-
286-7781).

July 20 (Saturday), noon to 6 PM. Music with Byron and Billy Massie.
July 27 (Saturday, noon to 6 PM. Music with Ben-David Warner.

AA and Al Anon
Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. at Scottsville United Methodist Church.  AA meets in

the Fellowship Hall and Al Anon (for families of problem drinkers) meets in the
Sunday School Room.
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Where can I pick up my
Scottsville Monthly?

Scottsville Pharmacy
Green Mountain Store
Piedmont Vet
Scottsville Elementary School
Lumpkins Restaurant
BB&T Bank
Scottsville Post Office
Loving oven
Chester B&B
WF Paulett (Ace Hardware)
Augusta co-op
Brown’s Market
Howardsville Store
Glenmore Store, Tr. 655

Midway Market
Tavern on the go(Ali's)
Spangler’s
P & S Market
James River Vet
Scottsville Library
A. Scott Ward Realty
Municipal Building
Esmont Post Office
Evolve Hair
Colemans Outdoors
Goco
Kidds Store, Rt. 6
RT.6 Market

Vendors as well as beekeepers as well as Master Gardeners were available to answer questions and provide lots of free information! All photos by Ron Smith

Highlights From Scottsville’s
Bee City Day

Children and adults alike learned the ins and outs of bee keeping during
Scottsville's Bee City Day.  The event was the culmination of Pollinator Week 2019.

Workshops, art, hands on activities and a movie at Victory Hall Theater provided and
enjoyable and educational way to spend a beautiful Saturday in Scottsville.
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Crossword Answers page 15

nce there was a little village, set in a beautiful corner of Albemarle
County. This village thrived due to its industrious people, natural
resources and, not least, a great transportation link which curved into
the village, then out and away to the world's markets. Villagers pros-

pered by holding good paying jobs, or by reaping the profits from the seemingly
inexhaustible wealth they produced. For a while, the village bank was one of the
richest in the Commonwealth. People looked out for one another, and filled the vil-
lage shops, schools, and churches. But, in time, what had been bountiful turned
deadly, and the main artery swept the village's wealth away, on its way out of town. 

Is this a story of some hypothetical Scottsville, absent its levy? Actually, it is a very
real patch of Esmont's history, in the years following World War II. The next chap-
ter tells of the younger villagers' moving away, and of the elderly's passing. The
stores went the way of the bank, and were abandoned. Weeds and brambles
reclaimed fields and road beds, and homes fell into disrepair. But the village
remains, and its greatest resource, its people, are gearing up to make the place they
love as pretty, and relevant, as it was in its heyday. 

Peggy Purvis Denby was one who moved away; but she is back, and she has a
plan. "When Don and I walked through town that first time, it just broke my heart."
says Denby. For decades, Denby's family owned and ran the Purvis Store at the
southern end of the village. "I was born in the back part of the store where we

lived." Don, is Don Jones, Peggy's husband. After retiring, they took to the road,
traveling the blue highways, and enjoying the sights, sounds, and people of our vast
nation. Once they settled back here, and took that first walk through the village, they
both knew that trying to improve conditions in  the village was something that
Peggy just had to do. Veterans of a neighborhood improvement project back in
Atlanta, they had a good notion of how to proceed. "First, you listen." says Don.
"People will tell you what they want." Peggy points out the necessity of finding the
people who can help accomplish the stated goals. "You have to get people involved."

Thus, was Friends of Esmont, Inc. born; a 501 (c) (3) corporation with the goal of
"bringing the village back to life". Oh, what happened next! "The response was
overwhelming." says Denby. "Just from word-of-mouth, we heard from people all
over the area, and from all across the country." Soon the little non-profit had a func-
tioning Board of Directors, a website, and was hosting well attended regular month-
ly meetings. Best of all, they had a plan. Denby credits our Town Administrator, Matt
Lawless, with help in formulating the FoE Program Plan. "Our communities have
been linked for generations. There is so much history to share." says Lawless, refer-
ring to Scottsville, and the nearby, unincorporated communities of Porters Precinct,
Esmont, Chestnut Grove, and Alberene. Denby characterizes those communities as

New Beginning for An Old Village

Esmont In The 21st Century
By Patrick Healy.
Correspondent

O

The Purvis Store, in the Village of Esmont. Photo by Patrick Healy

See Esmont page 12



Esmont from page 11
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the "forgotten corner" of Albemarle
County. The Plan's purpose is to make
Esmont the "hub of activity" it once
was, and thus a destination.

The heart of the Program Plan is its
Projects List. Those projects are:

1). A Rails-to-Trails plan for the old
Esmont-Alberene Quarry Line track
bed. Long term plans could extend the
trail to Schuyler to the west, and Warren
to the east.

2). Duplicate the old rail depot, long
since demolished. The new depot will
serve as trailhead for hikers and
cyclists. At some point, the trail and
depot would be given to Albemarle
County Department of Parks and
Recreation.

3). Encourage, and aid in the restora-
tion of historic homes.

4). Establish a Wildlife Refuge along
Ballinger Creek. This would include
restoration of low-lying wetlands, and
construction of a boardwalk. The
Refuge would serve educational and
recreational needs, as well as the myri-
ad critters sure to settle into a welcom-
ing habitat.

5). Research and write a full history
of the Esmont Village, and
Communities. 

6). Create easy access (i.e. parking,
and gentle paths) to the Fulfilment
Farm parcel north of Irish Road, and
west of the Village of Esmont. This 200
acre parcel encompasses the old slate
quarry, and will tie into both the rails-to-

trails, and Ballinger Creek projects.
7). Restoration of Purvis Store, put-

ting the old store back to work as a
cafe/bistro, B&B, or tourist information
and transportation center.  

It's a challenging list. As we go to
press, FoE received the disappointing
news that their application for a rails-to-
trails planning grant has been denied;
not the hoped-for outcome, but par for
the course in the non-profit business.
The Friends will keep pushing on that
issue, and participants at June's FoE
meeting were both optimistic and
enthusiastic. Community support is
solid. Its main obstacles to goal comple-
tion are the eternal ones of money,
access to property, and the marshalling
of necessary skill sets, so Denby is
focusing on the Depot as a priority. A
period building, freshly painted and of
recognized purpose, with its "Esmont"
signs hanging off of each end, will build
the brand. And the kid who grew up in
that hub of community activity called
Purvis Store knows that it is the attrac-
tive merchandise that will sell. 

Readers who are curious, interest-
ed, or have something to share should
contact the Friends of Esmont. Their
next meeting will be on Monday, July
15th, at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be
held at St Stephens Episcopal Church
in the Village of Esmont. 

The Past Is Not Forgotten: Retired Esmont Postmaster,
Judy Brochia-Blake shows how she rang the St. Stephens Curch bell on Memorial
Day to honor Esmont native, Frank Peragory, a Congressional Medal of Honor

recipient killed in World War II. All photos by Patrick Healy.

The "Colored" School, in Chestnut Grove.

About Don & Peggy

Friends of Esmont Founders, Don Jones and Peggy Purvis Denby. Photo courtesy of
Friends of Esmont. 

Don and Peggy have long looked for the opportunity to finally “hang’em up and
hit the road”. They are both semi-retiring from their paid jobs and have replaced
themselves in their many volunteer roles,  and will begin living their dream.

Don has spent many years as a health care professional which he will continue
as they tour the country. His volunteering in a number of neighborhood organiza-
tions, particularly in public safety, will cease for the duration of RV living.

Peggy, who also spent a number of years in the he a lth care industry, finished up
her work life as Executive Director of Keep Atlanta Beautiful and will continue to
play a minor role with that organization for a while on the road. Public Safety and
neighborhood advocacy were Peggy’s volunteer passions and can be expected to
resurface once she is back living in “stix and bricks.”

With no previous knowledge of full timing ,  or being on the road, Don and Peggy
did lots of research but have much to learn and are taking off with some amount of
excitement, fear and trepidation!



Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express 
Honored at participating Ace Stores

127 Irish Road (Hwy.6) Scottsville
286-2521

Visit acehardware.com for store services, hours, directions and more.Visit acehardware.com for store services, hours, directions and more. July 2019July 2019

Visit our website: www.wfpaulettace.com

 VALID JUNE 26–JULY 31

  10' x 10' Pop-Up 
Instant Canopy
    Includes storage bag.
                    8304966
  12' x 12’ Pop-Up Canopy, 
    8338386    ...SALE       $  119.99

  

S A L E

    $  59  99    

BUYS

RED HOT

    Folding 
Canopy Chair
  Taupe or blue.
                    8015819    ,     8015820       

    Kids Folding 
Canopy Chair
  Blue or pink.
                    8015822    ,     8015823       

  Living Accents® 
���/CTMGV�7ODTGNNC
    Steel frame, push-button tilt, 
polyester fabric.
                    8403610  

��7ODTGNNC�$CUG
                        8329740    ,     8329757       

S A L E

    $  19  99      each   

S A L E

    $  24  99      each   

    $  29  99      each   

S A L E

    $  29  99      each   

Assorted 
colors 
CXCKNCDNG�

  Igloo®�3WCPVWO™ 
/CZ%QNF����3V��
Roller Cooler
        Telescoping
handle.
8591869

S A L E

    $  34  99    

  Ortho® Home 
Defense® 
Insect Killer 
for Indoor 
& Perimeter, 
1.1 Gal.
        7508088
                    Limit     2         at this price.  

S A L E WITH ACE 
REWARDS CARD*        $  12.99         -      $  3      

    $  9  99    
    Black Flag® Wasp, 
Hornet & Yellow 
Jacket Killer or 
Foaming Wasp & 
Hornet Killer, 
14 Oz.
                      7618127    ,     7496904         
Limit     2         at this price.  

S A L E WITH ACE 
REWARDS CARD*        $  3.99          -      $  2  

 $1 99
each

$399 each

$1299

Kaytee® Songbird, 7Lb., 
Nut & Fruit 5 LB. or 
Birders’ Blend®, 8 Lb. 
Bird Food
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STS. PETER & PAUL CHURCH
ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT &
AWARDS DINNER: Fund Raiser on
Sunday, July 14, at the Lake Monticello
Golf Course. Sign-in at 12 p.m.
Shotgun start at 1 p.m. Fee $65 = golf,
cart, prizes & Awards Dinner*(approx.
at 5 p.m.) at Sts. Peter & Paul Church,
4309 Thomas Jefferson Pkwy.,
Palmyra. * Golfer’s dinner guests are
$5, children under 6, free. Dinner/Golf
registration due by July 7. Forms at LM
Golf Pro Shop, Church, or call church
office (M-F) 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Hole
Signage Sponsorship $50 and $25.

Prize donations needed. Questions?
Call Jim Cullinan (434) 589-4551. 

BINGO: at Lake Monticello Fire &
Rescue, 10 Slice road (off of Rte 600,
turn at traffic light), Palmyra. Closed
Thursday, July 4th. See you all again
on July 11th.! Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Early Bird 6:445 p.m. $1000 Jackpot
(with 80 or more players). Progressive
Games! Food Menu available.
Questions? Call (434) 591-1018. 

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10-Ton
Crush Run at $ 200., 10-Ton #57 at
$265.
Other stone/rock also available. Pricing
includes local delivery and *Tailgate
spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call 434-
295-1750.

HELP WANTED

PART TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY: Fork Union
Fulfillment/Distribution Warehouse
seeking individual for approx. 10 hours
per week, Pick and Pack operation.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs. (light lifting).

Looking for detail oriented individual.
Computer skills necessary. Please
email Mike your application and refer-
ences: mike@knittingboard.com

PEACEFUL PASSINGS SENIOR ANI-
MAL RESCUE: is looking for an hourly
employee who can work on a flexible
part-time schedule but has the skills
and willingness to do a variety of tasks
as assigned. This work involves physi-
cal labor. Located in the Fork Union
area. Please call (434) 842-3287. 

OPTOMETIC OFFICE OPHTHALMIC
TEC F/T, Sales F/T or P/T: Energetic
team player for busy Optometric Office.
Strong computer experience needed.
EHR and Eyecare and Optical or
Medical experience preferred but will
train the right candidate. Great oppor-
tunity to work with your community’s
eyecare provider!  EOE. Apply at the
front desk, 5 Centre Court, Palmyra or
Fax resume (434) 591-0111 or email:
reception@weisseyes.com.  

REAL ESTATE

MAGGIE GUNNELS: Your local
Fluvanna Realtor. Connect with
Maggie Gunnels at (434) 960-8987 or
Email: Maggie@gunnelsgroup.com, or
online at www.GunnelsGroup.com and
www.Facebook.com/GunnelsGroup -
Owner, Gunnels Group and Associate

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

EVENTS

REAL ESTATE

EVENTS HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
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Are you passionate about applying your skills to ensure the greatest quality of life 
possible for our fellow community members in need? If so The Arc urges you to 
consider opportunities within our organization. Our mission is to ensure full community 
inclusion and participation of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
through the provision of high quality services and advocacy. Our vision is to remain the 
leading provider of services and advocacy for this deserving population. If you share 
these values we urge you to consider the following career opportunities:

We are eager to hear from qualifi ed candidates interested in working in Charlottesville, 
Crozet, and Louisa working in one of group homes. Additional detail for each vacancy 

(including schedules) may be viewed on the Employment page of our web site.

Direct Support Professionals
 (Crozet Residential Services- 2 full-time positions and 4 part-time 

positions)

Direct Support Professionals 
(Charlottesville Residential Services- 3 full-time positions and 3 

part-time positions.)

Direct Support Professionals
(Charlottesville Adult Activity Center- 2 full-time positions.)

We are also seeking candidates interested in working as Direct Support 
Professionals in Charlottesville, Crozet, and Nelson.

To see a full listing of all of our positions, to apply and to learn more about 
what The Arc is doing to support our community, please visit our web site at 

http://thearcofthepiedmont.org/ 

In addition to offering a challenging and rewarding experience The Arc also offers competitive 
compensation, paid training, and- for full time staff- an attractive benefi ts package which includes 
paid leave, health, dental and vision insurance, as well as life and long-term disability insurance, 

among other offerings. The Arc of the Piedmont is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Landscaper
Housekeeper

Maintenance Worker

Kitchen Utility Worker

Seasonal Dive Coach 
(Nov’19-Feb’20)

(Experience Required)

Call (434) 842-4340

Call (434) 842-8210

Call (434) 842-4390

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055
Benefits include a retirement plan, health, dental, life 

insurance and meals provided depending on the shift. The
Academy is a Christian male boarding and day school that 
attracts students from more than 30 states and 15 foreign

countries. The Academy offers our students a college
preparatory curriculum in a military-style environment.

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES



PRECISION 

LAWN 
SERVICE, LLC

_____OTHER SERVICES_____
1 new FENCE INSTALLATION 2
1 MULCH INSTALLATION 2

1 PLANT/TREE INSTALLATION 2
1 SEEDING/AERATING 2
1 GRASS CUTTING 2

1 LIGHT TRACTOR WORK 2
1 YEARLY CONTRACTS2

434.989.9247
precision.lawnservice@yahoo.com 

www.precisionlawn.info
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2007 • FULLY INSURED

THINK SPRING!

MULCHING, MOWING & MORE!
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Directory of Businesses

SERVICE DIRECTORY PRICES
3 month package–  ( 1/16 page

$20/month–larger sizes also available)
Call Judi Price 434-207-0223

or email:
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate. 

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES MAN-
AGEMENT: Call for current home
rentals.  Contact Genevieve at (434)
589-7653 or email:
MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.com

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD: Reserve
Thistle Gate Vineyard for your next
organizational or private event.
Located at 5199 W. River Road,
Scottsville, VA. We are a family-owned
and tended vineyard. Come visit!
Contact Leslie at (434) 327-3137 or
lesl ie@thist legatevineyard.com.,
www.thistlegatevineyard.com 

SERVICES:

CENTRAL VALLEY FENCING &
POWER WASH: Installation of all
types of fencing and repair: Farm fenc-
ing, Picket fence, Privacy fencing, etc.
Power washing homes, driveway, walk-
ways, decks, and fences. Licensed and
insured. Free Estimates! Call (434)
409-9230. 

YOUR HELPER: Grocery Shopping,
Errands, Medication pick up, Bill
Paying, Housecleaning,
Companionship. PERFECT FOR SEN-
IORS and Busy People! Reasonable
Rates. Call Marguerite at (434) 760-
1330. 

CARPENTER: Over 40 years experi-
ence! Complete Home Repair, Dry
Wall, Bathroom repair, Furniture repair.
Locks & Door replacement.  No Job
Too Small! Call Tom Maschi (434) 293-
9058. 

FLUVANNA SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Rd. (Rte 618, Palmyra)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular Units
(24/7 availability), locks, moving sup-
plies, U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE
manager.(434) 589-2222, email: man-
ager@storeFSS.com, or visit:
storeFSS.com, today!

SPECIAL NOTICE:

ATTENTION VETERANS and
DEPENDENTS: Do you know your
Veterans Benefits? We do! Virginia
Department of Veterans Services,
https://www.Virginaforveterans.com ,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov.Need
Help? Call (434) 295-2785 or 1(800)
827-1000 for Veterans Affairs Benefits
and Services. 

WANTED

VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE MARBLES.
Call Al at (434) 

Classifieds from  page 14

SPECIAL NOTICE

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

SERVICES

RENTALS

Answers to the  Crossword
Puzzle from page 11

NEXT ADVERTISING DEADLINE

July 24, 2019
For display advertising: 

judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

For classified line advertising: edee@fluvannareview.com

For Events & Announcements: valleyeditor1@gmail.com
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Admission Prices:
$5 • CHILDREN UNDER 6 FREE

O P E R AT I N G H O U R S:
T H U R S DAY, J U LY 25

4–9PM
F R I DAY, J U LY 26

10A M –9PM 
S AT U R DAY, J U LY 27 

 10A M –9PM 

This “Old Time Country Fair” will feature over 100 farm animals, exhibits, 

baked goods, crafts, a livestock sale, family entertainment, and more!

Come and explore the natural beauty which makes up the presidential home 

of James Monroe’s Highland and tour the historic grounds.

www.albemarlecountyfair.com
SPONSORS:

SOUTHERN STATES • FOOD LION
albemarle Magazine • Ballyshannon Fund of CACF • Bob’s Wheel Alignment  

• Farm Bureau • Farm Credit • Virginia Tractor • Van der Linde Recycling

• Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Central Virginia 

ON THE FAIRGROUNDS AT JAMES MONROE’S HIGHLAND

A G R I C U LT U R A L

Follow us on Facebook

Food Trucks • Entertainment • Vendors
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