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Celebrating our 27th season...

OSPA – Where The Arts Come To Life!OSPA – Where The Arts Come To Life!
CCall 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Vaall 540-672-9038 Or Visit us at 108 Belleview Ave - Orange, Va

Or on the web at www.ospa.netOr on the web at www.ospa.net

FALL SCHEDULE AVAILABLE NOW!!!FALL SCHEDULE AVAILABLE NOW!!!

Get Fit - Get Hip - Have FUN!!!Get Fit - Get Hip - Have FUN!!!
It’s Never To Late For Adult Classes At OSPAIt’s Never To Late For Adult Classes At OSPA
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The Timeless Art of the Lake of
the Woods Artisans

By Barbara Wimble
Correspondent

ocated in the northeast-
ern tip of Orange
County, Lake of the

Woods is a private, planned residential
community of single-family homes built
around a man-made lake. Developed in
1967, it has evolved into a population
of year-round and seasonal residents
who enjoy the many recreational,
social, and cultural offerings. There are
4,100 houses on 2,600 acres with a
total population of approximately 9,500
people, making it the most populated
area in Orange County. 

Earlier this year, I attended a party at
the home of Elaine and Joe Freeland in
Lake of the Woods. It was my first visit
to this wonderful development, and I

was quite taken with the beauty of the
setting and the residents I met. The
Freelands dazzled me with the amazing
pottery they made and displayed
throughout their house. I met some of
their neighbors, and I learned that there
is a large community of talented and
diverse artisans within Lake of the

Woods who show and sell their artwork
at an annual art show. I wanted to know
more about them and was delighted to
meet several of these gifted folks at a
Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council
meeting. 

L

Raffle items to benefit the school arts programs donated by the Lake of the Woods
artisans. Pottery by Joe and Elaine Freeland, an oil painting by Peter Brown, a water-

color by Patty Bell, and a stained glass art class by Toni Ruther. 
Photo courtesy of Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council.

See Artisans Page 4

Photographer Marco de Vito 
captured the picturesque lake at
Lake of the Woods at sunset. 
Photo courtesy of Marco de Vito.
Cover designed by Marilyn Ellinger.

The Cover

Orange County students’ art shown at a Lake of the Woods Arts Show. Photo courtesy of Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council.



 Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council’s 36th Art Show
The Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council hosted its fi rst show in 1982. The Arts 

Show has grown to welcome an average of 500 attendees and 45 artisans exhibiting 
and selling their art. This year’s show will be held on September 28 and 29 at the 
Lake of the Woods Community Center.

All of the artisans are members of the Lake of the Woods Arts Council. They give 
back to the Orange County community by donating 15% of the total intake of the 
Show, including the table fees and what is sold and auctioned off, to Orange County 
art teachers for their classroom needs. They donated $1,700 in 2017 and $3,600 in 
2018.

In past years, the Show has included art that Orange County art students created 
in their classrooms. This year, for the fi rst time, Orange County art teachers were 
given 24x36 canvases for their students to make a poster for the Show. Each teacher 
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 Artisan Toni Ruther in front of a commissioned stained glass magnolia 

piece she made. Photo courtesy of Toni Ruther.

 A sampling of Toni Ruther’s exquisite jewelry made from 

antique china dishes. Photo courtesy of Toni Ruther.

 A sampling of the beautiful pottery created by Joe and Elaine Freeland. 

Photo courtesy of Joe and Elaine Freeland. 

Artisans from page 3

See Artisans  page 5

 Join us for the 4th Annual 
Best of Virginia Chili 
Cookoff, Brewfest and
 NEW this year, the we 
are hosting the East 
Orange Ruritan Club
 Corn hole
tournament!!! 
105.9 SAM FM
will be 
broadcasting 
from 11am-1pm 
and The Worx take
the stage at 1:30
to rock out the afternoon!

We are accepting
amateur chili

contestants, local 
and regional craft 

breweries, cornhole 
team registration and 

vendors. 
 

NEW AND IMPROVED 
VIP EXPERIENCE - 

unlimited craft brew 
tasting, PLUS a $10 

food truck 
voucher, exclusive

 craft brews.

SAT. OCT. 12, 2019
 11 AM – 6 PM

 Orange County Fairgrounds
 14500 Old Gordonsville Road

Follow us on Facebook



will determine how to the engage their 
students in this project. Each poster will 
be raffl ed, and it will be exciting to see 
what the students create! 

Other raffl e items to benefi t the 
school arts programs will be generously 
donated by the artisans. This year the 
raffl e will include pottery by Joe and 
Elaine Freeland, an oil painting by Peter 
Brown, a watercolor by Patty Bell, and 
a stained glass art class by Toni Ruther. 

Show attendees can look forward 
to seeing a wide range of visual arts, 
including multi-media artwork, books, 
fl oral designs, needlework and quilts, 
photography, pottery, jewelry, stained 
glass, and wood art – something for 
everybody! 

Let’s meet some of the multi-talented 
artisans who will be exhibiting or selling 
their creations at the Show.

The Potters
Potters Elaine and Joe Freeland were 

both software engineers at Lockheed 
Martin in Northern Virginia before 
retiring to Lake of the Woods. They 
designed and built their house with a 
pottery studio in mind, and one-third of 
the house is devoted to their studio that 
faces the lake. 

They became fascinated with pottery 
when visiting New Mexico and marveled 
at the distinctive hand-coiled pots. But 
it was not until 20 years later that Joe 
found himself inspired while sitting at 

 Potter Elaine Freeland shows off  one her beautiful platters. 
Photo courtesy of Joe and Elaine Freeland. 
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Louisa Arts Center Presents: 

540-967-5200 LouisaArts.orgTICKETS ON SALE NOW!

September 14, 7:30pm 
$10 All Seats

Skystone Bluegrass Band 
plays a unique blend of 
bluegrass music, country 
ballads, and a variety of 
bluegrass gospel songs. 
This group plays all of your
favorite bluegrass hits!

Skystone Bluegrass Band 

See Artisans  page 6

Louisa Arts Center Presents: 

540-967-5200 LouisaArts.orgTICKETS ON SALE NOW!

The Original Rhondels
October 19, 7:30pm 

$32 All Seats
The Original Rhondels are a 
music tradition who have 
performed their hit recordings 
across the United States. With 
three top 10 hits, “May I”, 
“I’ve Been Hurt”, and “What 

Kind of Fool Do You Think I Am”, the band has delighted their audiences with 
outstanding vocals, powerful brass, and exciting showmanship.

Books Bound2plz is a small 
jewel of 3,200 well curated 
books in Very Good condition. 
The prices and variety will 
boost your morale. B2plz has a 
selection of cards and gift items 
as well. The shop is  located in 
downtown Orange. 

Call us at 540-672-4000 and 
check our website for special 

events and sales at 
Booksbound2please.com 

~~~~~

132 West Main Street, Orange VA 22960
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a potter’s wheel in a class in
Manassas. Elaine joined at a
later date and still finds classes
to be an inspiration. Elaine and
Joe create a variety of pottery
from platters, berry bowls, and
brie-baking dishes to intricate
vases and wind chimes. They

make beautiful pottery together, sometimes copying antique or ancient designs. As
Elaine says, “Working with clay helps to keep our lives ‘centered.’” 

The Antique China and Stained Glass Artist
Toni Ruther makes exquisite jewelry from antique china. Her jewelry is not your

everyday bling! She creates one-of-a-kind pieces from charming old china. She loves

the old patterns, and Flow Blue is the most popular and recognized china pattern
that she uses. She makes custom pieces, such as broaches or pendants, for families
who want a keepsake of their treasured family china. 

For 25 years, Toni has also been creating beautiful stained glass. She retired from
the State Department and Environmental Protection Agency, but she is not really
“retired” – she is very busy with her “Timeless Patterns” business. She also sells her
jewelry at a gallery in the Outer Banks and will host a show in their home in
November. Her husband Jack designs the images for their clients. They have creat-
ed swans, geese, lighthouses, angels, and stained glass windows featuring the lake.
A graduate of the Corcoran School of Art, Jack retired from the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing. He designed the last two series of U.S. paper money (except the $1
and $100 bills). What a talented team they make! 

The Quilter
Among the many needlework artisans at Lake of the Woods is a group that calls

itself the “Closet Quilters.” The group is comprised of 15 quilters who meet in the
craft room at the Community Center. One of the members, Pat Lieb, who is origi-
nally from Pennsylvania, learned how to quilt from a book 30 years ago. She cre-
ates mostly small pieces such as baby quilts and wall hangings to sell, but keeps the
larger quilts she makes for her family. She will be selling some of her lovely quilts
at the Show. 

The Photographer
Marco de Vito, a retired government contract executive, started serious photog-

raphy 15 years ago. While he was traveling in Egypt, his point and shoot camera
jammed with sand while he was taking pictures in the desert. His friend lent him
his more sophisticated DSLR (digital single-lens reflex camera) and, after 30 min-
utes of using it, Marco was hooked. He enjoys being outside and finds photography
to be a good escape. His subjects are mostly landscapes and animals and, as he

Garnishment?–You Can Keep Your Paycheck!
You need a financial restart to your life!

What do you need to do?

Bankruptcy can give you a financial fresh start
and make your life easier.  You will clean up
your credit history and gradually restore your
ability to access credit.  

We are a debt relief agency.    Additional location in Zion Crossroads.   Handicap accessible.

485 HILLSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 341, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Call the Miller Law Group, PC for a FREE 30 minute consultation.
434-974-9776 • www.millerlawgrouppc.com

We help you live your life.

• Get informed – call our attorney’s office and make a free appointment.
•  Gather your data – know your debts and your assets.
•  Plan your future – put steps in place to restore your credit and live a 

financially successful future. 

MILLER LAW
GROUP, PC

Potter Joe Freeland working at
his pottery wheel. Photo courtesy

of Joe and Elaine Freeland. 

Artisan Toni Ruther with some of her exquisite
jewelry made from antique china and stained glass
that will be for sale at the Lake of the Woods Arts

Show. Photo by Barbara Wimble.

Pat Leib shows off some of her quilts she will be selling at the Lake of the Woods
Arts Show. Photo by Barbara Wimble.

Photographer Marco de Vito in position to take a photo of wildlife on safari in Africa.
Photo courtesy of Marco de Vito.
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says, “Every picture has a
story.” He is involved in the
Lake of the Woods photog-
raphy club, which has
about 15 members who
have all ranges of experi-
ences with photography.
They help each other out
with feedback about their
work and take trips togeth-
er to see and photograph
new places. Marco will
exhibit many of his amaz-
ing photographs, some
award-winning, at the
Show. 

The Artists 
Patty Bell, a native of

California, retired from a
varied career, including
being the Executive
Director of a Girl Scout
Council. She has been
doing art on and off for 50
years. Patty enjoys painting
animals and people she
photographs first, catching
her subjects unaware in
candid poses. Working
with art medium from
watercolors to pastels, she
paints in her home studio,
which has a glorious view
of the lake and plenty of
light and room. She mats
and frames all of her art-

work and will be selling her cards and prints at the Show. 

After retiring from a career in broadcasting, Peter Brown and his wife moved to
Lake of the Woods. He painted in his 20s before he got a “real job.” It wasn’t until
he retired that he became more serious about art and took classes. He works in oils
and acrylics, mostly painting landscapes, seascapes, and some florals. He aspires to
paint daily, but his painting has slowed down due to his involvement in the many
Lake of the Woods activities, including being on the Board of Directors of the Lake
of the Woods Association.

Originally from Massachusetts,
Cindi Steele lived in New Hampshire,
California, and the Shenandoah
Valley before moving to Lake of the
Woods. She finds painting a way to
relax and has been doing art for most
of her life. She took art classes in
school and had a career in interior
design. She now does commissioned
pastel portraits of children and adults
that are drawn from the photos of her
subjects. Cindi will show her art, and
her husband Joe, also an artist, will
be exhibiting his still-life pencil draw-
ings.

See Artisans page 10

Photographer Marco de Vito captured a shot of a elephants while on safari in Africa. Photo courtesy of Marco de Vito.

Photographer Marco de Vito captured a shot of a
leopard on safari in Africa. 

Photo courtesy of Marco de Vito.

Artist Peter Brown at his easel. 
Photo courtesy of Peter Brown. 

Artist Cindi Steele with some of her lovely
paintings that will be shown at the Lake of

the Woods Arts Show. 
Photo by Barbara Wimble.

Artist Patty Bell at her work table in
her studio cutting a mat. She is looking
up for the photo but would never look
up while cutting a mat! Photo courtesy
of Patty Bell.
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Events and Announcements

LouisaArts Center Presents:  

540-967-5200

 

 LouisaArts.orgTICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Blue Highway November 1, 7:30pm 
$32 All Seats

Blue Highway charted “The Most 
Radio Airplay” of any bluegrass 
artist in 2014, storming the charts 
with their album, “The Game”. 
This highly esteemed bluegrass 
band has earned three Grammy 
nominations and two Grammy 
awards. Blue Highway features 
powerhouse songwriters and 
vocalists whose harmonies soar 
over their dynamic banjo and 
dobro.

Last saturday Art for Kids-The Art Center in Orange
Saturday: September 28; 10–11am. A different activity

every month! Last Saturday Classes are FREE, but PLEASE
call ahead (540-672-7311) to register, so that we know how
many to prepare for.

Cost: FREE
Location: The Art Center In Orange, 129 East Main Street,

Orange  •Website: https://artscenterinorange.com/
More Info: 540-672-7311

4th Annual Chili Cookoff, Brewfest
and Cornhole Tournament

Saturday, October 12, 2019 at 11 AM – 6 PM
Location:Orange County Fairgrounds
14500 Old Gordonsville Road
Hosted by Best of Virginia Chili Cookoff, Brew Festival

and Cornhole tournament
SAVE THE DATE! Join us for the 4th Annual Best of

Virginia Chili Cookoff, Brewfest and NEW this year, the we
are hosting the East Orange Ruritan Club Corn hole tournament!!! 105.9 SAM FM
will be broadcasting from 11am-1pm and The Worx take the stage at 1:30 to rock
out the afternoon! We are accepting amateur chili contestants, local and regional
craft breweries, cornhole team registration and vendors. 

NEW AND IMPROVED VIP EXPERIENCE - unlimited craft brew tasting, PLUS a
$10 food truck voucher, exclusive craft brews. and MEET & GREET with THE
WORX!!

Rappahannock Rapidan Community Services
LIVING WELL AT ANY AGE!
Tuesday, October 8, 2019
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Germanna Community College
18121 Technology Drive • Culpeper, VA
Free and open to all surrounding counties!

All ages welcome! Information for caregivers, veterans, families, and
professionals serving older adults.

Click on http://ow.ly/m15j30prASK for more information

Join us for the 32nd annual Fall Fiber
Festival and Montpelier 

Sheep Dog Trials
October 5 & 6, 2019!

The Festival will be held Rain or Shine and we
will bring you great workshops for adults and chil-
dren, animal exhibits, sheep dog trials, crafts
demonstrations, a fleece sale, fiber and crafts ven-
dors, music and more!

Check back often for info and updates on work-
shops, competitions, vendor listings, and hands-on
demo schedules.  Please visit us on Facebook for
updates!

Remember because we have working dogs and
many fiber animals at the festival, we have a strict
NO PETS policy!

Special Family Fun at 
Mineral Farmer’s Market

The Mineral Farmer’s Market will have a special
family fun day on September 28th, 2019. “Happy
Fall, Y’all!” will take place at 81 Louisa Avenue in the
Town of Mineral, and feature lots of kid’s games and
activities, live animals, and good things to eat.

We’ll have a pumpkin patch, locally grown mums,
and plenty of outdoor décor available to buy. The kids
will enjoy painting baby pumpkins, panning for gold,
making rope, racing zucchini, playing “Pin the Tail on
the Piggy”…and much more! 

For more details and directions, please visit our
website: www.MineralMarket.org . 
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540-967-5200 LouisaArts.org

212 Fredericksburg Ave, Louisa

Youth Theater Auditions

You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown
Casting Ages 8-18! Auditions take 

place September 16 and 17 from 
6:30pm - 8:00pm.

Auditioners are only required to attend 
one of the audition dates and must stay 

for the full audition time. Call our 
Box Offi ce at (540) 967-5200

for more information.

YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN 
is presented by arrangement with

TAMS-WITMARKwww.tamswitmark.com
(c) 2019 Peanuts Worldwide, LLC

LOUISA Arts CENTER

www.townofgordonsville.org/
DocumentCenter/view/3740

www.gordonsvillefirecompany.com 

Gordonsville
Fall Festival

Saturday, October 5
9-4 Rain or Shine

VENDORS WANTED

Call Debbie Hoffman for
more info 540-832-3297

Please help support your
local fire company!

Gordonsville Volunteer 
Fire Company Fairgrounds

Located behind
301 East Baker Street!

5256 Governor Barbour Street  Barboursville, Virginia, 22923Thanks to our sponsors:

Orange County Review

Presents

In this laugh-a-minute comedy from the playwriting team of Jones
Hope Wooten (which includes a former writer from TV’s The Golden
Girls), four unique Southern women, all needing to escape the
sameness of their day-to-day routines, are drawn together by
fate—and an impromptu happy hour—and decide it’s high 
time to reclaim the 
enthusiasm for life
they’ve lost through 
the years. 
Over the course of six 
months, they discover
lasting friendships and a 
renewed determination to 
live in the moment—and most 
importantly, realize it’s never too
late to make new old friends.

Written by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope,
& Jamie Wooten

Directed by Meg Hoover

OCT 11–27
IN THE CELLAR

Box Office: 540.832.5355 • www.fourcp.org
4countyplayers@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook

DON’T WAIT TO BUY!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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Sallie Wallace dreamed of
being a nurse from the time
she was three years old, and
that’s all she ever wanted to
do. Her dream was realized,
and she worked in all areas
of nursing, including teach-
ing, in a variety of hospitals.
Originally from
Pennsylvania, Sallie lived all
over as a military wife. She
traveled every weekend to
find a home on the water,
and she eventually found
Lake of the Woods. She finds
so many things, especially
the lake and the wildlife, that
inspire her to paint. She has
been painting on and off
since she was seven years
old and paints “whatever
captures her eye” using oils
and acrylics. Look for Sallie’s
exquisite paintings at the
Show.

The Authors
Lake of the Woods is

home to several prolific and published writers who will be selling their books at the
Show. They belong to the “Lake Authors of the Wilderness” group that “supports and
educates writers in polishing, promoting and selling their work.” This eclectic group,
started in 2011, currently has 22 members who meet monthly to inspire and moti-
vate each other. They sell their books at festivals and online through Amazon and
Barnes & Noble. In 2017, the group co-authored a collection of stories, poems, and
memoir pieces entitled Holiday Musings. In 2018, the group published Lake Authors
of the Wilderness Cookbook, a collection of the authors’ treasured family recipes,
which celebrate the talents and diversity of the writers. 

As a child growing up in Texas, Melinda Crocker spent hot summers daydream-
ing and reading adventure and mysteries such as Nancy Drew, the Hardy Boys, and
Sherlock Holmes. She wanted to travel to the places she read about and create her
own adventures. Suspense is her passion and, after a career as a bookkeeper, she is
now a published writer of mysteries. She calls her first series “Seasons of Suspense”
wherein all the women protagonists are named for a season. Melinda has three
books in print now –The Truth About Autumn, Chasing Winter, and Where Has
Summer Gone? Her fourth and last in the series will be Killing Spring. What adven-
tures and mysteries from her imagination next await her readers? Melinda’s first
novel was based in the remote mountains of New Mexico, where she lived for sev-
eral years. Her travels to the Caribbean inspired her second book, and her third
takes place in a lake community – much like the one where she lives. (Names have
been changed to protect the innocent.) Melinda moved to Virginia from Northern
California to be closer to her daughter in Alexandria. She says that her daughter’s

involvement in law enforcement has been a terrific source for her books. 

A native of Illinois, Judy Hill moved to Lake of the Woods after retiring from the
Pentagon. A business writer for most of her career, she published her first historical
fiction novel under her pen name J. Allen Hill. (She used her maiden name and ini-
tial to be gender neutral.) She took ten years to write her first book, The Secret Diary
of Ewan Macrae, about a Scottish immigrant coming to pre-Revolutionary War
America. Her second book, The Cause – The Odyssey of Daniel Grant, is about a
rebellious and curious farm boy who walked across Virginia into the Revolutionary
War. Her third, a collection of short stories about people dealing with life, is entitled
A Walk in the Woods and Other Journeys. She is currently working on The Summer
of My Eleventh Birthday, which takes place in the Outer Banks during World War ll.
As a history lover, Judy said that she wanted to go back in time and write about peo-
ple living in her own history and beyond. The Revolutionary War era is her favorite.
She knew she could make the Founding Fathers real, not just paper figures, puppets
playing a part, or icons. She loves her characters, both real and imaginary, and
works hard to make them into living, breathing people.

Growing up in an Army family, Allita Irby lived throughout the United States and
in Germany. She retired from a career with Verizon and the Maryland National
Capitol Park and Planning Commission. A book lover and avid reader her whole life,
she was inspired by authors Terry McMillan and Toni Morrison. For years, Allita was
a member of a book club in Maryland that together wrote a novel about a book club,
“Fourth Sunday, The Journey of a Book
Club” using the pseudonym B.W. Read
(for “because we read”) that was pub-
lished by Simon & Schuster. In addition
to being a writer, she is also a mixed-
media artist who uses traditional media
and found objects (known as collage
and assemblage). She exhibited her art
previous years, and this year she will be
offering her fiction and poetry books for
sale.

Lois Powell grew up in Connecticut
and later lived in Long Island, where she
taught writing. She and her husband, a
school principal (now deceased), had a
summer home at Lake of the Woods
and retired there. She enjoys playing
tennis, golf, swimming, reading and, of
course, writing. Lois loves writing all
types of stories but especially children’s
books. Her first book, Samantha’s Big
Challenge, is about a little girl’s struggle
in learning how to ride a bike and over-
coming her fears to help her grand-
mother. She was inspired to write the
book watching little girls in her neigh-
borhood learning to ride bikes on her
street. Her character Samantha returns

Artist Sallie Wallace exhibiting some of her paint-
ings that will be shown at Lake of the Woods Arts

Show. Photo by Barbara Wimble.

Author Lois Powell with a Samantha
doll from her books. Photo courtesy of

Lois Powell. 

Lake Authors of the Wilderness writers display some of their books to be sold at the Show. (L-R) Carolyn Zacheis, Lois Powell, Judy Hill, Arlene Rich, Melinda Crocker,
and Allita Irby. Photo by Barbara Wimble.
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Crossword Answers page 15

in her second book Samantha and Her
New Friend that deals with peanut aller-
gy challenges. Lois also has had several
of her poems published by The
International Poetry Society. 

A New York native, Arlene Rich
writes in a genre different from the
spectrum of mysteries and children’s’
book of the other writers. She is a spiri-
tual medium, advanced clinical hyp-
notherapist, interfaith minister, and
spiritual counselor who has published
two books on her experiences with the
spirit world. Arlene said that her grand-
mother, to whom she was devoted, died
when she was nine, and then appeared
and talked to her. She said that others
followed later. She has seen “dead peo-
ple” her whole life and thus became
interested in delving into her own spiri-
tuality and studying about the spirit
world. She feels that she has been given
her psychic gifts to help others and
wrote Memoir of a Medium – A Bridge
to the Other Side, and a “how to“ book,
Awakening Your Psychic Power – A
Medium’s Guide. Arlene also has writ-
ten the first novel in her “Destiny of
Lovers” series – Ancient Lovers Never
Forget. Her characters stories take place
over many lifetimes and locations. She
is working on her next book, Love is
Eternal. You will enjoy meeting Arlene
and perhaps even have your cards read!

Suzi Weinert writes about garage sales in her mystery series. During frequent
moves with her husband while he was in the Army, she experienced the challenges
of decorating her new homes and discovered thrift stores, local bazaars, and flea
markets. She especially enjoyed looking for treasures at garage and estate sales,
although she had a scary experience at one that prompted her to scribble her expe-
rience down on paper. This essay became the start of her first book Garage Sale
Stalker. Garage Sale Diamonds, and Garage Sale Riddle followed, and she is now
working on her fourth in the series – Woman at the Garage Sale. The Hallmark
Movie & Mystery channel has made 15 full-length movies based on her books, and
she was invited to watch the filming of the first movie in Vancouver! Her mysteries
take place in McClean, Virginia, where she and her husband lived after his retire-
ment from the Army. They lived at Lake of the Woods for 20 years in a house her
husband designed on the back of an envelope. Although they now live in Northern
Virginia, she is still active with the Lake Authors of the Wilderness Club, and will be
selling her books at the Show. As she warned, “We think of them [garage sales] as
safe places – but my books may change your mind.” Creepy – I can’t wait to read
one of her books! 

Carolyn Zacheis is originally from Texas and lived in New York before moving to
Virginia. When thinking of a nom de plume for her novels, she found that there were

many authors with the name Courtright, her maiden name, and she decided that
“Court” was a good name for a romance and suspense writer, and therefore writes
under the name Carolyn Court. Her stories center around lighthouses, and she has
written four in her “Sea Crest Lighthouse” series. Her first novel is The Heart of the
Lightkeeper’s Daughter and she currently is in the “thinking stage” for her fifth.
Through her work for airlines and travel agencies, Carolyn traveled the world and
visited many lighthouses. She was drawn to their history and the courageous lives
and heroic spirit of the lighthouse keepers. She learned that there were many
women lighthouse keepers who saved lots of lives. Her settings are fictitious, but are
based on real occurrences. She notes that her novels appeal to lighthouses lovers
who enjoy history, travel, and ancestry. What a romantic and intriguing combina-
tion! 

Life is Short, Art is Long 
I had a wonderful art teacher in sixth grade who wrote in my autograph book,

“Life is short, art is long.” I always remembered that adage and the world of art to
which she introduced me. In that vein, the legacy of these Lake of the Woods arti-
sans is that they will long be remembered for their talent and gifts, and for their gen-
erous donations to art education in Orange County schools. 

The Lake of the Woods Arts Council is a diverse group from all over the globe who
live in one of the most beautiful and inspiring settings in Orange County. Come to
the Show to meet them and the other artisans and see their wonderful creations for
yourself! 

~~~~
The Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council Show will be held September 28

and 29 (Saturday and Sunday) at the Lake of the Woods Community Center, 110
Sweetbriar Park Road, Locust Grove, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Lake of the
Woods is a gated community, and attendees will admitted through the main gate
on Route 3.

Lake Authors of the Wilderness author
Suzi Weinert’s Garage Sale mystery series

has been made into 15 Hallmark Channel’s
television movies. 

Photo courtesy of Suzi Weinert. 

Author Arlene Rich doing an intuitive card reading with cards she designed. 
Photo courtesy of Arlene Rich. 

See More Artisans Photos Page 14



Maeve-4th place: Main Street Post Office.  All photos by Beatre Casati

Adalia Rose Aparicio-Jones 1st Place Winner. Photo courtesy of  Beate Casati
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n beautiful downtown
Gordonsville, there is a small
boutique gallery named
Cavallo Gallery and Framing.

Beate Casati, the owner, received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts while attending
the Corcoran Gallery School of Art in
Washington, DC.  She made
Gordonsville her home in 2017.  The
gallery, filled with light and color, has a
dual atmosphere; one part of the busi-
ness is a custom frame studio, and the
other section called ‘Cavallo Verde’
showcases artisan gifts, green beauty
products, organic teas and chocolates
and modern handmade jewelry.  It
makes for lovely browsing, and the
store was bustling with happy shoppers.    

During an Orange County Tourism
meeting, Beate and fellow business-
woman and friend Annie Gould (of
Annie Gould Gallery), brainstormed a
new event that would serve as a show-
case for young local artists and prove

interesting to tourists passing through
the area.  Children ages 7-12 were invit-
ed to get creative and use art to show
what they loved about Gordonsville.
Annie generously donated art supplies
to the entrants, and the special event
was advertised locally and on the
“Friends of Gordonsville” Facebook
page.  The new post office branch build-
ing at 117 South Main Street served as
the gallery for the final exhibit.  1st and
2nd place winners were awarded gifts
of cash prizes donated by Beate and
Cavallo Gallery; 3rd place received a
cash prize from Linda Wise of
Gordonsville Antiques, and the 4th
place winner earned a gift certificate
donated by Craig Hartman of Barbeque
Exchange.

“It was really nice that local business
owners got together to sponsor this
event.   It is important to me to show
support for the community we live and
do business in,” Beate shared.

Orange County
Merchants Sponsor
“My Gordonsville

Summer” Art Contest
By Carol Barfield
Correspondent

I

John Hujik -2nd place: Little League Baseball.



Twenty-three local entrants respond-
ed.  These young artists went above and
beyond in their creativity, sharing sto-
ries next to their artwork which made
the event even more special.  Pam
Black, a local artist and University
teacher, and Susan Northington, a prac-
ticing artist at McGuffey Art Center in
Charlottesville, judged the event, pro-
viding constructive comments to the
entrants.

First place winner Adalia Rose
Aparicio-Jones did an amazing collage,
almost a mosaic, out of paint chips.
She explains, “My piece is about my
grandma’s garden and butterflies in
Gordonsville.”  Second place winner
John Hujik’s art reflected his favorite
sport; “My favorite thing was playing
baseball and getting to bat with the
Little League!”  Third place was award-
ed to brothers Jim and Tom Colby; “The
pool is one of our favorite places in
Gordonsville.”  Fourth place was by
Maeve; “My piece is about our awe-
some Main Street and the new post

office, because I love to send letters and
write and receive letters.”  An honor-
able mention was awarded to Tucker
Davis; “I am an aspiring young artist.  I
love to draw and paint and enjoy hiking
in the mountains.”  

Beate relates, “In an exciting coinci-

dence, as we were hanging the show at
the post office, Abigail Spanberger was
here in Gordonsville advocating broad-
band service to our area. She is the U.S.
House of Representatives from
Virginia's 7th congressional district.
Bob Coiner, our mayor, brought her up
to see the exhibition.  The picture can
be found on the ‘Friends of
Gordonsville’ Facebook page.”

Congratulations to the young
Gordonsville artists, and to the local
business community who supports
them!

` 

LouisaArts Center
 Presents:  

540-967-5200

 

 
LouisaArts.org

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Married To
Broadway

November 22, 7:30pm
     $32 All Seats

In Married to Broadway, the Sharpe 
Family Singers share their love 

affair with the Best of Broadway, 
performing audience favorites - 

from Phantom of the Opera, West 
Side Story, Hamilton, Dear Evan 

Hansen, The Greatest Show, 
Carousel, Fiddler on the Roof and 

of course –Les Miserables!

Honorable mention:  Tucker Davis

Jim and Tom Colby: 3rd place Gordonsville Pool.
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Artisans from page 11

Artist Cindi Steele’s beautiful painting “O Holy Night” she presented to the Wayne
Hills Baptist Church in Waynesboro, Virginia. Photo courtesy of Cindi Steele. 

Photographer Marco de Vito captured the beauty of Yellowstone and the Grand
Tetons in Wyoming. Photo courtesy of Marco de Vito.

Orange County students’ art shown at a Lake of the Woods Arts Show.
Photo courtesy of Lake of the Woods Visual Arts Council.

Author Melinda Crocker with her books at last year’s Lake of the Woods Visual Arts
Council show. Photo courtesy of Melinda Crocker. 
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BIG ANTIQUES & VINTAGE
SALE/SHOW: Friday, October 11 and
Saturday, October 12 from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. both days, at 65th. Fishersville
Antiques Expo, Expoland, Fishersville, VA
(I-64, Exit 91), 300 dealers, 5 buildings &
outside! www.heritagepromotions.net

FOR SALE

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings. Call (434)
295-1750. 

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS! Looking for 1 Yr. Class-A
Drivers. $57,000 to $77,000 yr. $500.00
Orientation Pay! $16.00/hr. Detention
Pay! Medical, Dental, Vision, Home EVERY
WEEKEND!! Call (855) 200-4631. 

PRN CARCAREGIVERS: Home Instead
Senior Car currently has openings for fill-
in shifts on WEEK-ENDS! No experience
needed, paid training, competitive
wages, and benefits offered. This a great
opportunity for you to share your heart
while doing something meaningful that
impacts the lives of older adults. To apply:
www.Homeinstead.com/532. Questions!
Call Sherrica Brooks (434) 218-7259. 

HOME INSTEAD SENIOR CARE: now
HIRING! We currently have openings for
all shifts Monday – Friday. No experience
needed, paid training, completive wages
and benefits offered. To apply:
www.Homeinstead.com/532. Questions?
Contact Sherrica Grooks (434) 218-7259. 

REALTY

DOWNTOWN CHARLOTTESVILL
RESTAURANT & BAR: For sale ! Call the
Broker –Tom  at (434) 770-8902. 

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY: Spacious 3 BR,
2 BA house sits on 14.22 acres in
Fluvanna County. Property is zoned A-a.
1800 sq. ft. of living space. All appliances
stay: stove, dishwasher, central vac, wash-
er/dryer, microwave. Full basement,
unfinished attic. Heat pump, propane fur-
nace and A/C unit are 9 years new.
$242,999.00. By appointment only. Call
(434) 270-5695. Email:

RRtracks57@gamil.com

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: For current
home rentals call (434) 589-7653 for
Genevieve or
email:MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.c
om

THISTLE GATE VINEYARD: Reserve
Thistle Gate Vineyard for your next organ-
ization or private event. Located at 5199
W. River Road, Scottsville, VA. We are a
family-owned and tended vineyard.
Contact Leslie at (434) 327-3137 or
leslie@thistlegatevineyard.com. 

SERVICES

SELLING A HOME? www.Home-
Photographer.com

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING: also Tin
Roofs, Fences, Decks stained, gutter
cleaning and power washing. Over 40
years experience. Call (434) 962-6484 or
(434) 296-3146

HEARING AIDES! Medical-Grade Hearing
Aids for less than $200! FDA-registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures & no audiologist needed. Try it RISK
FREE for 45 days Days! Call 1-(855) 408-
4459. 

KNEE, BACK or JOINT PAIN? If you are
suffering from joint pain maybe a pain
relieving Orthotic Brace can help! We
handle the paperwork! Call now  1(855)
496-7716. 

DAVID ROWE’S TREE, YARD & HANDY-
MAN SERVICE: Carpentry, painting,
power washing, gutter work, fencing,
tree work, reseeding, fertilizing, mulching
& more. Fully insured. Call for a free esti-
mate 540-937-2144 or 540-522-1662.

LOHR’S PIANO SALES & SERVICE:
Reliable quality tuning and repair with 40
years experience. Also offering good
used and new pianos priced reasonably. 
Call 540-672-5388, evenings. Depend on
Lohr’s for your piano needs. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS AND DEPEND-
ENTS: Do you know your Veterans
Benefits? We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans Services, https://www.dvs.vir-

ginia.gov or, https://www.virginiaforvet-
erans.com. Need Help? Call 1(800) 827-
1000, M-F, from 8 a.m to 9 p.m., Veterans
Affairs Benefits and Services. Or phone:
(434) 529-6431. 

WANTED

VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE MARBLES: Call
Al at (434) 960-1139. 

OLD COINS: I buy old coins. 434-466-
7968.

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle

from page 11

SPECIAL NOTICES

SPECIAL NOTICES

SERVICES

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

REALTY

REALTYEVENTS

RENTALS

SERVICES

WANTED

PART-TIME
REPORTER

NEEDS A PART- TIME REPORTER

OC
Magazine

OC  Magazine is currently seeking a 
part-time reporter to write about 

Orange County’s rich history 
and interesting people.

  Please email resume with samples 
of writing, to: valleyeditor1@gmail.com

Carlos Santos, Publisher
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Thank      You!

 

We ribbed and brewed it in June.

Latin beat it in July.

And rocked it in August!

Orange Downtown Alliance brought 

a summer of fun to town with our 

Summer Main Street Concert Series.

But, we would not have been able to 

do it without our fantastic sponsors, 

awesome volunteers, and all those 

who attended.

                 Thank you!
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