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The South East Rural Community Assistance Project, Inc.
(SERDAP)  helped the Gough family acquire this new home. 

Photo by Martha Louis.

SkillsUSA State Fair Students
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Photo by Sue A. Miles

Buckingham County High School Career and Technical Education (CTE) students
recently attended the Virginia State Fair where they completed against other stu-
dents in various CTE related subjects under the national SkillsUSA program.
SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to
ensure our country has a skilled workforce. SkillsUSA helps each student excel.
From carpentry, welding to cosmetology, Buckingham students worked together as
teams to demonstrate their skills and came home winners.
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Cosmetology Skills USA
Buckingham Cosmetology students placed 5th in Total Look, 12th in Mannequin

Combout, 10th and 11th place in Fantasy Nails. Pictured left to right are JaQwala
Jones, Mirah Hutcherson, Eliza Ragland, Lakyia Brown, Aubreanna Smith, Kennedy
Barbour and Yianezia Wright. Felicia Harris is the Cosmetology instructor.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
Dear Editor,

I am writing this in response to the article titled “BCMS FFA Competes at the
State Fair of VA,” published in the Buckingham Beacon on November 15, 2019. The
article clearly shows how education as a whole has thankfully expanded to fit the
interests of students. One of the questions I remember asking the most in both mid-
dle and high school is “how does this apply in real life?” My teachers either gave a
very abstract example that wouldn’t happen or they said: “it was on the test” as if
that one phrase justified wasting everyone’s time teaching something that would
never even be needed. I’m not saying by any means that the teachers are to blame.
Far from it, teachers can’t choose what they have to teach any more than students
choose what they have to learn. The problem lies within the structure of America’s
education system. Unfortunately, an issue so deeply ingrained can’t be changed but
so much. While I do wish that curriculum in schools would change to fit a student’s
interests like Finland’s schools are beginning to do, it still great that even our edu-
cation system is making an effort to teach students skills based on particular inter-
ests or career paths.

Samantha Poole, Dillwyn

Downtown
Dillwyn is all 

decorated for the
Holidays. 

Photo by 
Martha Louis



Dillwyn Pharmacy
“Your Family Independent Pharmacy”

Prescriptions – Sundries

Pharmacist and Owner
Michael T. Towler

Dillwyn, VA 23936
Phone 983-2013

“Where Your Health Is Always More Important To Us Than Your Purchase!!”

BLUE RIDGE FOOD TRUCK

The truck will be at Crystal Cathedral
on the following days: 

Blue Ridge Food Truck will 
For January: Fri. Jan 10th

Fri. Jan 24th
Weather permitting

( 2nd and 4th Friday’s )

MOURNER’S VALLERY  - RT 20
1ST and 3rd  Saturday of 
every month  10:00-11:00am
For Food Emergencies, 
call Buckingham Social Services.

BUCKINGHAM FOOD PANTRY CALENDAR

Wishing 
you a  
Merry 
Christmas.
May the joy of the season 
bring you love and peace.  
Merry Christmas to a 
wonderful community!

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708158

Here to help life go right.®

John Staton Jr, Agent
1026 Main St
Dillwyn, VA  23936
Business: 434-983-2938   Toll Free:
877-889-8338
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Piedmont Habitat for Humanity recently held a “Habitat
After Hours” event to highlight its Become a Build
Sponsorprogram which allows individuals and businesses to
support the program through direct donations or pledges.
The evening event also recognized the good works of local
volunteers and supporters. Donna McRae-Jones, chair of
Buckingham Build and Board member of the Piedmont
Habitat for Humanity (second from left), is shown with
Renata Chambers (center), Buckingham’s Volunteer of the
Year, and Mary Etta Ross (right), Outstanding Individual of
the Year. Chanita S. Ayers, who catered the event and has vol-
unteered to provide refreshments for one of the workdays is
shown on the left. Katherine Turner (rear), is scheduled for the next Buckingham
Habitat home. During the 29 years that Piedmont Habitat has been providing serv-
ices in this area, 43 homes have been built or repaired. Buckingham is currently
completing its fifth home, with a sixth in the planning stages. The program is not
possible without donors and volunteers who believe that everyone deserves a
decent place to live. For more information on Piedmont Habitat contact Sam Rabon
at 434-394-3001, ext. 200 or email him at sam@piedmonthabitat.org.

Habitat Awards
By Sue A. Miles 
Correspondent

The Buckingham Triad meets second Thursday of every month at 1:30pm at
the Buckingham VFW building off of Route 60.“Triad is based upon the partner-
ship between the Office of the Attorney General, police chiefs, sheriffs, older
Virginians, and senior service providers. Triad provides a forum to exchange infor-
mation and forge community solutions that combat crime through education and
prevention. “ In a nutshell, “reducing crime against the elderly”
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SERCAP Helps Family Acquire New Home
By Martha Louis
Correspondent

Standing: Natasha Grimes, Cynthia Gough (daughters), Ellen Smith, LaFonia Thornton, Cherry Wilson (SERCAP), Tracey Kitt (daughter), Kenny Rodgers(SERCAP), Linda Paige
(Dillwyn Mayor), and Joe Chambers(Supervisor) Seated: Annie and Curtis Gough, new home owners. Photo courtesy of Martha Louis

n open house was hosted by the South East Rural Community
Assistance Project, Inc. on December 2nd at the newly built home of
Curtis and Annie Gough. Surrounded by their 3 daughters, they both
seemed overwhelmed with gratitude and thanks for this bright new liv-

ing space. They had been living with marginal indoor plumbing after their septic
system failed and had other problems in their home. In stepped SERCAP to the res-
cue. SERCAP’s mission is to improve the quality of life for low-income individuals
by promoting affordable water and wastewater facilities, community development,
environmental health, and economic self-sufficiency.They can either rehab a home
or build a new complete home depending upon the condition of the original home.
In Buckingham alone, there are 4 projects going on right now and several in the
pipeline waiting for approval. SERCAP partners with Virginia DHCH (Virginia
Department of Housing and Community Development) for funding. SERCAP
services 11 counties with a robust menu of service options shown below:

• “Water Is Life”  which is an indoor plumbing and rehabilitation program;
• “Community Development Block Grants;” 
• Loans for well (1% interest) and septic systems (3-6% interest ) over 10 years.;
• “Aging in Place” – providing access ramps, entry doors, hallways, 

showers, kitchen areas;
• Housing Counseling- HUD approved Local Counseling Agency (LHCA) 

providing services to individuals seeking to purchase a new home or keep 
the home they own.

For more information, call (540)345-1184. www.sercap.org  

A

Annie and Curtis Gough will have their new home just in time for the holidays.
Photo courtesy of Martha Louis



Like us
on Facebook

Buy From The Boss
Bill Lewis Moss....

You’re always at Moss Motor
Come by today to Rt. 15. South of Dillwyn and Look Us Over

434-983-2073
www.mossmotor.comwww.mossmotor.com

#2780 - 2006 Honda Pilot

#2775 - 2017 Chevrolet Malibu LT 

#2777 - 2016 Honda Civic

#2762 - 2012 Nissan Altima 

#2764 - 2011 Honda Accord

 $15,950 $15,950

 $16,950 $16,950

 $9,950 $9,950

 $5,950 $5,950

 $8,950 $8,950

$10,950$10,950

Let us help you navigate the 
car-buying experience!  

No surprises here!

You’ll be happy in a Honda!  
Come for a test drive and 

see for yourself!

Just arrived in our Value
 Center!  Get all the details 
online @ mossmotor.com!

Looking for economy and
 reliability?  Give the Boss a 

call @ 983-2073!

Another new addition to our 
Value Center!  3rd row seating 

& much more! 

Don’t miss this great affordable 
car!  Here at Moss Motor there 

are no processing fees!

Moss Motor Moss Motor 
Company, Inc.Company, Inc.

#2779 - 2009 Toyota Corolla 
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Wishing you
Happy Holidays

from your friends at
Dogwood Village

Health & Rehabilitation
and Senior Living

120 Dogwood Lane
Orange, Virginia 22960

Ph: (540) 672-2611 • Fx: (540) 672-3187
dogwoodvillageocva.org

Wellness Plans * Dentistry * Surgery * Boarding   

6690 James Madison Hwy 

Fork Union, VA 23055 

 

434-842-8387  

www.forkunionvet.com 
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VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION

Giving Honor Where
Honor is Due

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

On Veterans Day, the students and staff of the Carter G.
Woodson Complex had the privilege of honoring those who have
served our country. Over 90 veterans were recognized for their
dedication and sacrifice. The celebration included breakfast, pre-
sentations, songs, and several displays of artwork throughout the
complex.  Noah Miller, a third grader at Buckingham Elementary
School, stands proudly by his father, Chad Miller, one of the vet-
erans who attended the annual celebration.  Miller served 20
years in the US Army. George "Butch" Jamerson, who served in
Vietman, is shown in the rear. Submitted photo

Alton Hanes -
Technician of the 
Year Recognition

By Sue A. Miles 
Correspondent

Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and especially Buckingham
County has a shining star amongst their midst. Alton Hanes, who is the shop
mentor at the Dillwyn Equipment Shop, was selected as VDOT’s Technician of
the Year for Virginia. That honor allowed him to complete with15 nominees
for the national 2019 AEMP (Association of Equipment Management
Professionals) Technician of the Year.  Although not picked as the national
finalist, Hanes was one of two finalists who were recognized as exceptional
examples of the technicians the industry needs.   Alton Hanes is a shop men-
tor with 41 years of experience; 10 years at Kyanite and 31 at VDOT. His VDOT
supervisor, Todd Thompson,  names him as the primary influence for the shop
having a reputation of looking out for one another. Other technicians in his
shop regularly come to him for advice and instruction on various diagnostic
problems. Hanes takes pleasure in helping neighbors and friends with repairs
and gives back to his community by volunteering to teach vehicle mainte-
nance classes at his church’s community center.  Hanes projects an image the
industry can be proud of. In addition to being nominated for the Technician
of the Year award he has also been nominated by his co-workers and won the
VDOT commissioner’s award for excellence/lifetime achievement award.
Photo by Sue A. Miles



HONORING OUR VETERANS : VIETNAM

Getting Collection Phone Calls?–You Can Enjoy Your Phone Again!
You need a financial restart to your life!

What do you need to do?

Bankruptcy can give you a financial fresh start
and make your life easier.  You will clean up
your credit history and gradually restore your
ability to access credit.  

We are a debt relief agency.    Additional location in Zion Crossroads.   Handicap accessible.

485 HILLSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 341, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Call the Miller Law Group, PC for a FREE 30 minute consultation.
434-974-9776 • www.millerlawgrouppc.com

We help you live your life.

• Get informed – call our attorney’s office and make a free appointment.
•  Gather your data – know your debts and your assets.
•  Plan your future – put steps in place to restore your credit and live a 

financially successful future. 

MILLER LAW
GROUP, PC

3 out of 4 PVCC students graduate 
with no debt

1/3 the cost of a 
four-year school

Your FutureDISCOVER

Visit www.pvcc.edu

Spring classes start January 13

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

To continue honoring Buckingham's Korean and Vietnam veterans who are liv-
ing in the county we wish to add these three veterans who did not make our
November deadline.  Many thanks to all of our county's veterans for their service to
our country.

Anderson, H. Kim
Vietnam

Army/MACV Combat Operations Center
1968-1969

Hagenau Jr., Henry Paul
Vietnam

Navy/Press - Combat Camera  
1959 - 1965

Jamerson, Jr., George R. “Butch”
Vietnam

Army/196th Infantry Brigade
1971-1972

December 13, 2019-January 16, 2020 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON • 7
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Sacred Acres Farm at Wildwood, LLC 
        Nov 16  –  Nov 30  –  Dec 14 

        10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

For Mom, Dad, Kids  Farm Store  
  Alpaca walking    Lots of alpaca 
  Feed the alpacas    products for sale 
  Farm tours  
  Walking trails 
  Picnic areas 

Alpaca-opoly 
Raffle 

    Enjoy watching the   Drawing Dec 1     
at 2:30 p.m.   antics of Aziel 

Born October 31, 2019 

16310 James Madison Highway 
Palmyra, VA 22963 

(Take I-64 to Exit 139, then follow Route 15 South for 6.5 miles) 

(434) 589-2488 
www.sacredacresfarm.com

Like us on Facebook 
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Buckingham Chamber of Commerce 
Seeking Nominations

The Chamber wants to recognize members of our commu-
nity who fit  the following categories:

•Volunteer of the Year
•Business of the Year
•Youth Achievement Award
•Lifetime Achievement Award

The annual Awards Banquet is scheduled for Tuesday,
January 21st at the Dillwyn Fire Dept. 

Please submit your nomination letter before December 28th,2019. Letters can be
faxed to (434)983-4891   or dropped off at Moss Motors. Questionnaires are avail-
able to help you compose your entry letter- also pick up at Moss Motors. 

DON’T MISS IT !
Town of Dillwyn Christmas Parade
Sunday, December 15th  3:00pm –

6:00pm

St. John's Lutheran Church will be
hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on
Thursday, December 26th.  The drive
will be held from 1:00 pm-6:00 pm, at
St. John's Lutheran Church at 1301
Milnwood Road, in Farmville.

Christmas Carol, Live Radio Play
Scottsville Center for Arts and Nature
Tickets: scottsvillechristmascarol.bpt.me
Date: December 12th, 13th, and 14th
Location: Victory Hall Theater
401 Valley St, Scottsville, Virginia
The Charles Dickens holiday classic comes to life as a live

1940s radio broadcast, complete with vintage commercials
and the magic of live sound effects and musical underscor-
ing. A handful of actors bring dozens of characters to the

stage, as the familiar story unfolds: Three
ghosts take Ebenezer Scrooge on a
thrilling journey to teach him the true
meaning of Christmas. A charming take
on a family favorite that will leave no one
saying "Bah Humbug!"

Presented by SCAN's 'Victory Hall
Players'

(434) 286-2806

Sister Simone Visits Buckingham
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Sister Simone Campbell, Executive Director of NETWORK Advocates for
Catholic Social Justice and leader of Nuns on the Bus, met with a group of resi-
dents and community leaders, many representing the Friends of Buckingham
organization, at Freda’s in Dillwyn, for a roundtable discussion on issues regard-
ing environment, health, and education in rural communities. Buckingham was
one of eighteen meetings of NETWORK’s national series of Rural Roundtables.
For over 45 years, NETWORK has been working to “Mend the Gaps” in federal
policy to advocate for the 100% in the nation. NETWORK’s goal is to live out its
continued support for the 100% by spending 2019 listening to and learning from
the experiences of those who live in rural areas. NETWORK plans to share the
report with elected officials, candidates, partner organizations, policy think tanks,
the media, and its members and supporters once it’s completed.

Shown from left to right are:  Ada Washington, Catherine Gillette (Grassroots
Mobilization Coordinator, NETWORK), Susanne J. Keller (a retired epidemiologist

with Virginia Department of Health), Sister Simone, Ella Rose, and Chad Oba. 

All ages & ability levels

434-969-2951
434-390-2671or

Performing Arts
& Awareness

New Dance &
Music Classes
Beginning In

January
•Adult Belly Dance Class -

Tuesday & Thursday - 
6-7 PM

Individual Music Lessons
by appointment

•Creative Dance -
Wednesday - 3:30-4 PM



  Carysbrook Performing Arts Center Carysbrook Performing Arts Center  • •    8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)    ••  Fork Union,VA 23055Fork Union,VA 23055

Unless otherwise specifi ed, Admission is: $12 Advance, $15 Day of Performance, 
$10 Student/Military/Veterans,  Family Package $5/person (2 Adults max, 

+ 3 or more children) • To purchase online: http://www.Carysbrook.org 
Please note: No reserved seating.

Fluvanna County Arts CouncilFluvanna County Arts Council
 Presents the 2019-2020 Season 

at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Next Performance:

Empowered Players Present:

Sunday, December 15, 3:00PM
Join Anna, Elsa, Olaf, and the whole Arendelle crew 
this fall with the Young Empowered Players Production 
of Frozen Jr! Featuring show-stopping favorites and 
tunes straight from the movie, Frozen Jr. is sure to be a 
production you won’t want to miss.

Admission $5 Door (No Advance Sales)Admission $5 Door (No Advance Sales)

They say that music is good for the soul.  
Prepare to be uplifted with the gospel songs 
provided by these exceptional performers. 
Chris Lewis with his many musical talents is a 
native of Fluvanna County; Charlsie Stratton 
is from Charlottesville and has performed not 
only with her home church, Zion Union Baptist 
Church but also with the Oratorio Society of 
Virginia and Zelda Whindleton-Peterson, 
from Richmond is looking forward to recording 
her fi rst gospel CD. “When there’s music in your 
soul, there’s soul in your music”!  

Gospel In The Afternoon
Saturday, January 11 at 2:00pm

December 13, 2019-January 16, 2020 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON • 9

with 
The Spa of Buckingham

Check us out on the web:www.spaofbuckingham.com
• Open Tuesday -Saturday by appointment

thespaofbuckingham@gmail.com

Add a little Gift Cards are
Now Available

this Christmas

776 Main St., Dillwyn
434-983-3002 •  434-944-8391

Call to purchase

Members of the Patel family: L—R. Nic Patel and AJ Patel.
Photo by Martha Louis

Toy Drive Successful!
By Martha Louis
Correspondent

The Patel family, who own Rt 60 Convenience, are helping to give back to the
welcoming Buckingham community. They, along with U-Haul and the good folks
of Buckingham, filled up a U-Haul trailer with new toys. On Dec. 9th the toys will
be taken to social services to insure that many children have a special Christmas.
Rt 60 Convenience is a member of the Buckingham Chamber of Commerce,
which helped them promote the toy drive.

The Housewright Museum
displays a Child’s
Christmas tree. 

Photo by 
Martha Louis



10 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON • December 13, 2019-January 16, 2020

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

The Buckingham Libarary Schedule:

Weekly - 
Tue - 10:30 - Toddler Storytime
Wed noon- computer classes
Fri - noon - family movie

**Fri Dec 13 - Gingerbread House Contest - special guest judges will
help us award prizes -5:30-6:30 pm

**Sat. Dec 14- Marble Run - STEM challenge 3 pm

**Thu Dec 19 - 2 pm - Author Signing - Mental Health Help for the
family - workshop and book signing

**Closed Tue/Wed 24/25 and 31/1

Computer Class Schedule - four laptops available or you can bring 
your own device
December 4 – Computer Basics

11 – Intro to Word
18 – Intro to PowerPoint

January 8 – Library Downloads
15- Phone and Tablet Features
22 – Intro to Word
29 – Word Brochures/ Templates

Movie List -Friday at noon: 
Dec.13- Mr. Popper’s Penguins

20 – Polar Express
27 – Home Alone

Jan. 3 – Sid the science Kid
10- All about John Deere
17- Mighty Machines
24 – Sign Language
31 – Learn Spanish

Shenandoah Regional
Director-Elect for VAASL!

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Shown with Melissa Warner (right) at the regional conference are Monica Carbarcas
(previous Shenandoah Regional Director) and Jessica Thompson (current Shenandoah

Regional Director). Photo submitted

Buckingham Middle School librarian, Melissa Warner Hanes, was recently elect-
ed as the Director-Elect for the Virginia Association of School Librarians (VAASL)
Shenandoah region.  The two-year position allows Hanes to organize the Librarian
of the Year award for this region as well as organize and run the spring regional con-
ference.  Hanes will also represent and participate in board meetings where deci-
sions regarding library policy and procedures are reviewed for the state. 

Miss Marmie
By Martha E. Davis

Miss Marmie was wishing every day
She wanted a baby granddaughter to come her way
Her heart would end up fading inside
Because her baby granddaughter was not by her side

As time went on and the baby girl come near
Miss Marmie’s heart started to disappear
The parents now met the little girl they were raising
While six feet down, Miss Marmie was praising

Now the girl listens to a song
That remind her Miss Marmie will never be gone
Every day the girl misses Marmie so
But I know her love is with me, wherever I go

(Martha Davis passed away 16 years ago before Martha “Elly” Davis
was born. Martha already had 3 grandsons who called her Marmie but
always wanted a granddaughter. Now Martha Elayne Davis, who is in
9th grade at BCHS, is not only her namesake but wrote this lovely
poem about the grandmother she never got to meet.)



December 13, 2019-January 16, 2020 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON • 11

BA Jefferson Family Cemetery
I am often asked where Randolph Jefferson is buried. The answer is, we don’t

know. While it is probable that both he and his wife, Anne “Nancy” (Lewis)
Jefferson. were buried on his planation, Snowden, in Buckingham County, no mark-
ers have been found. When Randolph Jefferson died at Snowden on August 7, 1815,
his second wife, Mitchie B. (Pryor) Jefferson, soon left their home, returning to her
family’s Buckingham County farm. Within months, the house at Snowden burned
to the ground and the plantation fell into a protracted legal dispute between the chil-
dren of Jefferson’s first marriage and his widow. His grown sons maintained the
property but, perhaps, among all the discord they never ordered a permanent grave-
stone for their father.

Conversely, several descendants of Randolph Jefferson are buried across the
James River at Mount Walla in a beautifully maintained family cemetery. Sitting high
above Scottsville, the view of the Horseshoe Bend is spectacular.

In 1836, Randolph Jefferson’s son, Peter Field Jefferson, purchased Mount Walla.
Over eighty acres came with the house, providing an orchard, room for a substan-
tial kitchen garden, and plenty of timber for Jefferson and his family. He lived there
the remainder of his life, dying in 1861. His widow, Jane Woodson (Lewis) Jefferson,
stayed on until her death in 1864. The property was then inherited by their grand-
son, Peter V. Foland, and Jefferson descendants retained the house until 1951.

The cemetery, within sight of the dwelling house, is surrounded by a decorative
iron fence and contains numerous Jefferson family graves. While it is presumed that
Peter Field and his wife, Jane, are buried there, to my knowledge, their graves are
unidentified.

Photo by Joanne Yeck.
Their son, Peter Field Jefferson, Jr., and his wife, Elizabeth, are remembered with

the marker pictured above, probably placed there in the 20th century. They lived
just outside of Scottsville, at Bleak Hill, at Albemarle Mills (a.k.a. Jefferson Mills).
Elizabeth A. (Wood) Jefferson died in 1876 and Peter Field Jefferson, Jr. followed in
1881.

Randolph Jefferson’s great-grandson, Peter V. Foland (1845–1915), and his wife,
Bettie (1845–1921), spent their married life at Mount Walla and are buried in the
cemetery. According to the 1900 Federal Population Census, they had eight children
together, some of whom rest alongside their parents. 

Three sons—James Gates Foland (d. 1926), George W. Foland (d. 1962), and
Clark Valentine Foland (d. 1967)—all died in West Virginia. 

Mary Ellen Foland (1873–1891) is buried at Mount Walla. Three more daugh-
ters—Frances (1867–1943), Harriet (1869–1955), and Elizabeth (1884–1946)—are
also buried in the family cemetery. Frances’ husband, Calvin Hollis Dunkum
(1866–1951), and Harriet’s husband, William Thomas Moulton (1861–1930), are

there as well.
In addition to the Jeffersons

found in the cemetery at Mount
Walla, there are several members
of the Davis family, including:

Chas. Barney Davis, 10 May
1834–8 January 1894

Mary Ann Davis, 13 February
1841–25 July 1914

Emily A. Davis, 23 September
1869–21 July 1949

Chas. Arthur Davis,
1885–1916

Mary Ethel Davis, 1888–1900
Roger M. Davis, 1908–1919
Charles Barney and Mary Ann

Davis were husband and wife. C.
B. Davis was at one time a post-
master at Woodridge outside of
Scottsville. Their daughter, Emily
A. Davis, was a school teacher.
According to Mary Ann’s death
record, her father was James
“Straiten” and her mother was
Harriet Woods. I believe that her
parents were James and Harriet
Straton, making Mary Ann Peter
V. Foland’s sister-in-law. 

Joanne Yeck has been fascinated with Buckingham
County for over twenty years and shares her collection
of Buckingham facts and photos on her blog, “Slate
River Ramblings” (slateriverramblings.com). 

On The Move
With Joanne Yeck

Slate River Ramblings
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Photo by Joanne Yeck.
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Sam and Lilavati Eberle’s home was part of the Solar Tour at Yogaville. "We made
the decision to install solar panels because it made both financial and ecological

sense," said Sam. All photos by Sue Miles

Abeta is shown explaining how the electrical inverters convert the power from the
roof array to power that can be transmitted to the electric utility, Central Virginia

Electric Cooperative, so that the utility can then turn the meter back per the amount
of electricity that they send to CVEC via net metering.

Solar Energy in Buckingham
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

ustainable energy, also known as clean energy, is the prac-
tice of using energy in a way that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs. In general, renewable ener-
gy sources such as solar, wind, and hydroelectric energy are
widely considered to be sustainable.  As this discussion
becomes more mainstream, solar powered homes and

businesses are appearing all over the country, the Commonwealth, and in
Buckingham County.

And, as the discussion about climate change escalates, many people are becom-
ing more  conscious about how their actions affect the environment and future gen-
erations, while also looking at ways to leave a smaller carbon footprint on our plan-
et.  One of the most obvious ways may be to harness the sun’s energy to create elec-
tricity; both for personal homes or businesses. Utilizing the power of the sun seems
like an obvious way to make that happen.  With the ever-changing technology it

appears that doing so is becoming easier and more cost efficient.
To share their personal experience of the benefits of using solar energy, the

Yogaville community recently participated in the National Solar Tour, the largest
grassroots solar event in the United States.  In its 23rd year, the tour, which features
hundreds of solar open houses, was attended by tens of thousands of homeowners
and businesses throughout the country.  

The event at Yogaville, only one of six in the state, was particularly interesting
due to the fact that the spiritual community went solar in 2018; installing the ener-
gy saving system at their LOTUS temple and their central main multi-purpose build-
ing, Sivananda Hall,  Attended by a variety of people, both local and as far away as
West Virginia, the Buckingham solar tour provided up-to-date information on why
going solar seems to be the smart thing to do.  

Yogaville began developing its solar plan by working with GreenFaith, an inter-
faith coalition for the environment that works with houses of worship, religious
schools, and people of all faiths to help them become better environmental stew-
ards. On January 23, 2018, the first phase of this program began with the activation
of rooftop solar array that provides for half of the energy necessary to power
Sivananda Hall.  This array powers the community kitchen, dining room, gift shop
and large meeting hall.

As Jeeva Abeta, Yogaville’s Environmental Solutions coordinator, said when asked
why Yogaville decided to invest in solar, “It’s cheaper to save energy than to make
energy.”  

The tour of Yogaville started with a slide presentation showing the wattage used
at both of the buildings, the cost of electricity before the solar panel installation proj-
ect, and information on how many years it would take, after the initial investment,
to start seeing a savings.  Based upon that information, going solar is certainly
something to consider. The information provided also showed that utilizing renew-
able energy allows individuals to not only reduce utility costs, but to also support
energy independence, and reduce carbon emissions, all while increasing the value
of your home.

The best way to understand the value of solar power is the numbers.  The elec-
tric bill for Sivananda Hall’s was costing the community $22,000 year. A total of 130
solar panels were installed on the roof of the building in 2018. Now the electric bill
is half of that.   The LOTUS Temple has 300 panels in a small field next to the shrine.
The electric bill was $7,360 per year and is now 100% solar.   That’s a total savings
of $18,360.00 in a year in utility bills.  

Abeta cannot say enough about the value of going solar.  “The science on this is
very clear. It’s a clean and safe energy.  It’s hard to believe that we can move so
quickly to having the sun literally powering our world.  The infrastructure is cheap-
er to install and the system holds its value. Its sustainable. Once it’s in place you’re
using nature itself.  And, the equipment is not toxic.”

To encourage the use of solar power, the federal government is also providing
incentives by offering a tax credit for 30% of the costs, including installation, of a
home solar array.  That credit drops to 26% in 2020, to 21% in 2021, and expires
the next year, unless it is renewed. This tax credit can be taken over a five-year peri-
od if your tax liability is not big enough to take it all at once.  There is also financ-
ing available through the Clean Energy Credit Union.

Farmers are also given the opportunity to take advantage of government incen-
tives for conserving energy.  The Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) provides

S

The field of solar panels graces an area next to the LOTUS Temple.  Panels test up to
160 mps (called photovoltaic (PV) systems, consist of weather-protected panels, bas-
tened side by side on a racking system.  The PV produce direct current which flows to

an inverter. The inverter changes DC voltage to alternating current (AC) for the
household electric circuit.
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2.  Free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes (59104). Standard S&H added per address.  Not valid with other off ers. 
Expires 2/29/20. All purchases subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks .com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872. Photos 

exemplary of product advertised. 19M1110-1

GIVE DELICIOUS

WILL

THEY

TENDERNESS & FLAVOR
ARE JUST THE BEGINNING
Share hand-crafted fi let mignon 
naturally aged to perfection, plus a 
full menu of family favorites… give the 
Omaha Steaks experience this year!

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons

4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Signature Seasoning Packet

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE   
$6999

+ 4 FREE
BURGERS!

16 MAIN COURSES 
+ SIDES & DESSERT

Order Now 1.844.646.9356 | OmahaSteaks.com/love19

Ask for The Favorite Gift 59104KGF

They'll Love it or 

your Money Back!

grants and loans to farmers
and businesses for energy
efficiency improvements and
the purchase of wind, solar
and other renewable energy
systems.  And, in 2013 the
Virginia General Assembly ini-
tiated a program that encour-
ages public schools to change
over to solar. In the past two
years, the number of Virginia
schools with solar has nearly
tripled.

After the Yogaville commu-
nity pays off the initial invest-
ment they expect at least 40
years of solar; basically being
off ‘the grid’ except for the flat
rate for power hookup.
“There will also be times that
the system will produce
excess power,” said Abeta.
“When that happens it will
flow out of the building
through the utility company’s
electric meter.  The power
company will then credit the
outflowing electricity against
electricity purchased from the
grid at height. This is called
``net-metering.”

A number of residents of
Yogaville have chosen to go
solar in their private homes.  Hari (Larry) Barker, a long time resident of the
Yogaville community is a strong advocate of solar energy.  “I have long been con-
cerned about the issue of climate change, and what the experts tell us it means for
our and our children's future,” said Barker. “But the issue came home to me even
more when I learned about the Atlantic Coast pipeline being proposed to be
installed so close to me and my neighbors. I started looking into the prospects for
getting some solar panels, and happily found that they seemed to me a "win-win"
proposition.  My electric bill used to average about $120 a month; now I just pay
$32 a month to stay hooked to CVEC.”  

Barker also noted that he will be insulated from future increases in the costs of

fossil fuel and is pleased that the panels
are guaranteed to produce at least 80% of
their original efficiency for 25 years.  “I
installed enough panels that overall pro-
duce 100% of my electric needs. I've had
them for over two years now and am very
happy with the results.” He is also a fan of
the net metering program.

The community of Yogaville is not the
only group of Buckingham residents who
are finding solar energy valuable.  Slowly
homeowners are beginning to under-
stand the financial value of sustainable
energy. Barker shared that when obtain-
ing bids for home solar, companies will
want to see one year of past electric bills.
“Up to this year, you could not install
more solar capacity than you use,” he
said. “From what I read, however, that
will be increased to 125% next year, in
recognition that some people might want
to be able to cover any later additions to
their house, or perhaps an electric vehicle
in the future.”  

And, it’s not just private citizens who
are acknowledging the value of harness-
ing the sun.  According to a 2016 news
release from Dominion Power, 66,000
solar panels were installed at Dominion
Energy’s Buckingham solar facility, on
High Rock Road, off of highway 60 — a
nearly 200-acre project that has an esti-
mated value of more than $35 million.

While the energy from the 20-megawatt facility will be used by Amazon’s cloud
computing business, Amazon Web Services, those who live in the area of the High
Rock Road facility will also benefit.

Perhaps Larry Barker’s comment is the best way to sum up the question of going
solar:  “My motivation for getting the panels was that after due consideration, they
just seemed to me like a winner, pretty much all around…for our air, our water, our
health, our future, and for our personal and public economics.”

Possibly the classic Beatles song, ‘Here Comes the Sun,’ has an even more rele-
vant meaning in 2019.  Sounds like going solar is the right step to save money and
maybe even the environment.

Jeeva Abeta, Yogaville’s Environmental Solutions Director, began the Solar Tour with an 
informative powerpoint showing the benefits of using solar energy. Photo by Sue Miles

.



To Advertise call: 434-207-0223 Email: judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10 -Ton
Crush Run @ $200., 10 -Ton #57 @
$265. Other stone/rock also available.
Pricing includes local delivery and
*Tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings! Call
(434) 295-1750. 

BOOKS make great gifts. Give
Linda Salisbury's ‘Bailey Fish
Adventure’ series for kids, and humor
for grown-ups. Can be found at many
local gift outlets, online (plus Kindle
and Nook), or from
tabbyhouse@gmail.com, (540-895-
9093), or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com.

HELP WANTED

FLUVANNA SELF STORAGE:
Part-time, 20 hours per week; Reliable;
Both office and outdoor tasks; Strong
customer service, both in person and
on phone; Computer skill; Call (434)
589-2222 or email:
manager@storeFSS.com

RENTALS

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES:
3661 Lake Monticello Road, Palmyra,
VA 22963. For current Housing
Rentals:  Call Genevieve (434) 589-
7653 office or email: monticelloproper-
tiesmgt@gmail.com. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Licensed Agent in Virginia

SERVICES: 

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake
Monticello Rd., (Rte 618, Burns Plaza)
offers 2 convenient locations with both
Climate Controlled and Regular
month-to-month rentals (24/7 availabil-
ity), also locks, moving supplies, U-
Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE manager.
Call (434) 589-2222, email: manag-
er@storeFSS.com , or visit:
storeFSS.com, today!  

PAINTING, INTERIOR AND EXTE-
RIOR: Also tin roofs, fences, decks
stained, gutter cleaning and power
washing. 40 years experience. Call
(434) 962-6484 or (434) 296-3146. 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS &
DEPENDENTS: Do you know your
Veterans Benefits? We do! Virginia
Department of Veterans Services,
https://www.dvs.virginia.gov. or (434)
295-2782. Need Help? Call 1(800)
827-1000, M-F from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. for
Veterans Affairs Benefits and Services. 

LAND TESTING: Have your land
ready to sell. I will do perk test, well
permits, feasibility studies, and will pro-
vide all legal documented paper work
for you. Call 434-249-0298.

WANTED

STONEWARE CROCKS: Buying
antique stoneware crocks and jugs.
Please call (434) 983-2847

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
(434) 466-7968

FOR SALE

SERVICES
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WANTED

WANTED Account Executive
Part Time

OUR GROWING 5-PAPER MEDIA COMPANY IS SEEKING 
AN ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
for the Sco� sville Monthly and Buckingham Beacon.

The ideal candidate:
• must be good with people, hard-working and customer-service oriented.
• should be able to mul� -task and organize work fl ow, build rapports 
   with  local businesses and help the team meet weekly sales goal numbers.
• needs to be comfortable with telephone and wri� en sales eff orts as 
   well as with face-to-face presenta� ons.

You will be talking with poten� al adver� sing customers in Sco� sville and 
Buckingham and beyond, planning ad campaigns and establishing budgets, 
helping design basic layouts and cross-selling into all of our publica� ons.

This is a part-� me posi� on with very high commissions, and is perfect for 
anyone wan� ng to earn extra income in a 10-12 hour per week sales capacity.  
If this fi ts your skill set, please forward your resume to:
Judi Price, Adver� sing Director
Judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

SPECIAL NOTICES

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

Happy Holidays
and 

Happy New Year
NEXT ADVERTISING

DEADLINE

Jan. 8th
For display advertising: 

judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com



Directory of Businesses

No Attorney Fee
Unless Recovery

Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com

P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death

YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER
Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.

Attorney at Law

44 years experience

Wishing Your Family
Merry Christmas 

and a Healthy
Happy New Year 2020

TOLL FREE: 1-800-248-1950

• Automobile • Truck •Wrongful Death 
• Medical Malpractice •Motorcycle 

Romans 10:9 and John 14:6
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17021 Oak St., Dillwyn, VA 23936

Personal Attention 
& Professional Service

P: 434-983-1911

CHERYL M. MARTIN
Certified Public Accountant

cmmcpacm@gmail.com

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

PRICES
3 month package–  ( 1/16 page

$25/month–larger  sizes\ also 

available)

Call Judi Price 
434-207-0223

or email:
judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

Answers to the Crossword Puzzle
from page 11

FFA National Awards
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Ever heard of “two peas in a pod”?  Well, that concept certainly applies
to this dynamic father and daughter duo, both recently honored at the
National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IN.  Kyle Bryan’s family have
been farmers for many years and he clearly passed that passion on to his
only child, Amanda.  Based upon each individual’s achievements in the
FFA program, both father and daughter were recently recognized at the
organization’s national convention. Kyle received the Honorary American
FFA (Farmer Degree); only one of three in the state.  Amanda, who is a
senior at Virginia Tech, with a dual major in Agriculture Science and
Agriculture Business, received her American FFA Degree.  The family runs
a 283 acre farm, called The Pines, raising hay and beef cattle.  Amanda,
who plans to earn a law degree in Agriculture Law, has been involved in
FFA ever since she was a child and served as president of her high
school’s FFA Chapter.  Kyle, who is currently the principal of the Career
and Technical Center at Buckingham County High School, also taught
agriculture for 25 years.  To bring it all back to a full circle, take a look at
the birthday pictures that both father and daughter celebrated, each at
the age of one. Two peas in a pod, indeed.  They are FFA twins in looks
and actions.  

Amanda Bryan as a child. 

Kyle Bryan as a child.

Amanda and her father Kyle.
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Centra

Marcy Cole, PA-C, ATC | John Kona, MD  
William Andrews, MD, FCCP | William Fluker, PA-C

  

Centrraa

935 South Main Street, Farmville, Virginia  |  CentraSouthside.com  |  434.315.5360

Expert Orthopedics in Farmville

Centra Medical Group Orthpedics welcomes William Andrews, 

MD, FCCP, and William Fluker, PA-C. They join John Kona, MD, 

and Marcy Cole, PA-C, ATC, in the practice located at Centra 

Southside Medical Center.

Dr. Andrews earned his medical degree from Duke University. 

He completed his internship and surgery residency at University 

of Virginia Hospital and served his orthopedic residency at Duke 

University.

William Fluker, holds bachelor of science degrees in biology 

from the University of Kentucky and from the physician assistant 

program at James Madison University.

Accepting New Patients

To make an appointment,
please call

434.315.5360
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