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Thinking of
Selling?

Locally Owned: 3661 Lake Monticello Rd, Palmyra, VA 22963

Gunnels Group helps achieve our buyer clients’ dream of homeownership and our 
seller clients transition into their next phase of life.  We are dedicated to offering 
our clients thoughtful advice, thorough guidance, and attentive customer service.  
Contact us today and we will work together to achieve your real estate goals.
Maggie Gunnels
Owner, Gunnels Group
Associate Broker, Long & Foster

Let’s Get 
Started!

Direct: (434) 960-8987 
maggie@gunnelsgroup.com

w w w . G u n n e l s G r o u p . c o m

C o n t a c t
Gunnels Group

Gunnels Group | Your Fluvanna Experts | Since 2001

CONTEMPORARY RANCH | $254,900

Lake Monticello | Finished Basement, Garage, Sunroom, Voluminous Living Spaces
9 Rassawek Court | 3 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,503 sq.ft.

NEW LISTING

Lake Monticello | 242’ of Premier Waterfrontage, Phenomenal Views, Large Lot.
32 Whippoorwill Lane | 4 Beds | 4 Baths | 2,932 sq.ft.

PRIME WATERFRONT LOCATION | $450,000
UNDER CONTRACT

Lake Monticello | 1/2 Acre Lot, Meticulously Cared For, Hardwoods, Vaults
46 Woodlawn Drive | 3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,196 sq.ft.

NEW LISTING
DARLING RANCH | $167,000

       
       

       
 

UNDER CONTRACT IN
 5 DAYS

       
       

       
 

UNDER CONTRACT IN
 11

 DAYS

Lake Monticello | Super Private Master Suite Retreat, Incredible Space, Great Location.
39 Forest Drive | 5 Beds | 4 Baths | 2,986 sq.ft.

COZY CONTEMPORARY | $264,900

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-02-19 Issue

www.LMVFR.org | Call Jamie 434-962-8615

 Volunteer. Learn. Help.

Neighbors helping Neighbors

EMT Basic Class
Starts Jan. 29, 2020
Wed. & Sat. Days

Currently recruiting EMTs
No experience needed

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #2         Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!

RENTALS 9 Shortwood Circle
Lake Monticello | $1,175/month

17 Morewood Place 
Lake Monticello | $1,200/month

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential
and second home owners who spend
extended time away from their  
Lake Monticello home. Providing care 
and security of your most valuable asset.

relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure

Call for details

First Virginia 
Homes Will 

Help Get
Your 2020

Off to A
Great Start! 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Christmas sunrise  in Fluvanna. Photo by Sandra Parrish.

GENERAL 
The Fluvanna Review is published weekly by 
Valley Publishing Corp. and covers Fluvanna 
exclusively. It is printed on Tuesday afternoons. 
One copy is free. Additional copies are $1 each 
payable in advance to the publisher.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Copies will be mailed for the subscription price of 
$140 per year or $75 per six months. Please mail 
a check and a note with your name and address 
to: Subscriptions Dept., P.O. Box 59, Palmyra, VA 
22963. For more information email Edee Povol at 
edee@fluvannareview.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$10 for two weeks for 30 words or less. Email 
edee@fluvannareview.com or mail to Fluvanna 
Review, P.O. Box 59, Palmyra, VA 22963 or stop by 
the office at Crofton Plaza Building 106, Suite 1.

LEGAL ADS
The Fluvanna Review is the paper of record for 
Fluvanna County. Call Judi Price at 434-207-
0223 to place a legal ad.

WEDDINGS, PROPOSALS, ANNIVERSARIES 
Call Judi Price at 434-207-0223.

PAID OBITUARIES
$100 for 300 words plus photo. Call 434-591-
1000 or email editor@fluvannareview.com.

PAID SUBMISSIONS
$100 for 300 words. Businesses ineligible. Call 434-
591-1000 or email editor@fluvannareview.com.

NEWS HOTLINE
If you see news happening, call 434-591-1000.

DEADLINE Advertising due by Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
for the issue released eight days later. Submissions, 
letters and calendar items due by Friday at 9 a.m. for 
the subsequent paper.

DISPLAY AND WEB ADS For information including 
rates and deadlines, call Judi Price at 434-207-0223.

PUBLISHER & EDITOR CARLOS SANTOS 
434-591-1000 / editor@fluvannareview.com

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR JUDI PRICE 
434-207-0223 / sales@fluvannareview.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE GREG DORAZIO 
540-872-8099 / valleyadteam@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS MANAGER EDEE POVOL  
434-591-1000 / edee@fluvannareview.com

ADVERTISING DESIGNER  LYNN STAYTON-EURELL 
sales@fluvannareview.com

EDITORIAL DESIGNER AMELIA McCONNELL 
amelia@fluvannareview.com 

DESIGNER MARILYN ELLINGER 

REPORTERS RUTHANN CARR,  
PAGE GIFFORD, HEATHER MICHON,  

DUNCAN NIXON AND MADELINE OTTEN
Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 59 
Palmyra, VA 22963

Physical Address 
Crofton Plaza Building 106, Suite 1 

434-591-1000

FOUNDED IN 1979 BY LEN GARDNER

6,300 Copies

FLUVANNAREVIEW.COM

Cover: Cover design by Amelia McConnell.

Thank You
For Making Me
#1 Again 

In 2019!

434-996-4606       
Patsy@StrongTeamRealtors.com

StrongTeamRealtors.com • LakeMonticelloProperties.com

Patsy Strong 
Principal Broker, SRES, SRS, CLHMS

#1 Realtor Again in 2019 For Waterfront Homes Listed & Sold in Lake Monticello

When Choosing Who Will List Your Waterfront Home -  
Why Not Choose The Best!

Put My Expert Waterfront Marketing Plans - Superior Waterfront Sales Knowledge -  
Excellent Negotiating Skills - And - Years Of Experience - To Work For You!

#1 in Lake Monticello Waterfront Home Sales Since 2002 
THE WATERFRONT EXPERT
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BY HEATHER MICHON
CORRESPONDENT

Top ten news stories of 2019

1. The Flying F
After months of debate and 

controversy, the Fluvanna County 
School Board voted to allow the 
high school’s LGBTQ (lesbian, 
gay, bisexu-
al, transgender 
and queer) Al-
liance Club to 
alter the “Flying 
F” school logo 
with rainbow 
colors, tradi-
tionally used to 
signify gay pride. 
The club’s seem-
ingly routine 
request turned 
into an emo-
tional, long-run-
ning drama that 
exposed the discrimination faced 
by LGBTQ teens. At one point, a 
letter containing the name and 

email of one LGBTQ student was 
leaked and published on a right-
wing blog. In the end, three board 
members -- Andrew Pullen (Colum-
bia), Charles Rittenhouse (Cunning-

ham), and 
Brenda Pace 
(Palmyra) 
-- abstained 
from voting, 
and the 
motion to 
approve the 
use of the 
logo passed 
2-0-3 by 
Chair Perrie 
Johnson 
(Fork Union) 
and Shirley 
Stewart 

(Rivanna). In public comments after 
his abstention, Rittenhouse called 
it “an abomination to anybody who 

graduated from Fluvanna high 
school.”  

2. Zion Crossroads water and 
sewer systems

Work on the long-anticipated 
Zion Crossroads Water and Sewer 
Project began in March 2019. By 
December, a substantial part of 
the work was completed, including 
the construction of a water tower 
near the Rt. 250/Rt. 15 intersection. 
County Administrator Eric Dalh 
told supervisors that the project 
remained within the projected 
budget and on track for comple-
tion by October 2020. The water 
and sewer line will run for four miles 
along Rt. 250 and about a half-mile 
down Rt. 15. When operational, it 
will allow for more business and 
residential growth on the Fluvanna 
County side of Zion Crossroads. 

3. Supervisors approve 3.6 
percent tax rate

The Fluvanna Board of Super-
visors approved a 3.6 percent tax 
hike at their April 24 meeting -- but 
they made it clear they weren’t 
happy about it. Four of the five su-
pervisors gave impromptu speech-
es ahead of their vote, venting dif-
ferent frustrations from multiple 
viewpoints. Chair Mike Sheridan 
(Columbia) pushed back against 
public perception that the county 
was shortchanging core services 
like fire and rescue and the schools; 
Mozell Booker (Fork Union) advo-
cated for more funding for schools, 
especially buses; Don Weaver 
(Cunningham) and Tony O’Brien 
(Rivanna) clashed over the concept 
of taxation itself. When it finally 
came to a vote, they set the overall 
budget at $82,838,139 and the tax 
rate at 92.5 cents by a vote of 3-2, 

THURSDAY IS CHEAP 
CHICKEN ALL DAY 
8 PC. $6.99!

TUESDAY IS
$5.00

WONDEROAST!

LET US
DO THE

COOKING!

We’ve got feed for your
                          Chickens,
                            Goats and
                        Rabbits.

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra  Rt.15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY | 434.589.8412
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 6:30am – 7pm 
SUNDAY: 9am – 5pm

DVD Rentals Avail. 24/7

DELI Daily lunch/Dinner Specials

Boars Head Everoast Chicken .... $7.69 lb.

Boars Head Long Bologna ...... $4.99 lb.

Boars Head Lacy Swiss ............ $6.99 lb.

Homemade Cole Slaw ..............$4.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Sub Rolls ............4/$1.99 

Superior Black & White Cookies 8 oz. $2.49 

MEAT DEPT.
USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

Boneless New York Strip Steaks $7.99 lb.

Bottom Round Steaks ................$3.99 lb.

Bottom Round Roasts ................$3.79 lb.

Freshly Ground Round 85% lean ....$3.79 lb.

Fresh Pork Baby Back Ribs .......$3.79 lb. 
Boneless Pork Loin Roasts  ..... $1.99 lb.

Family Pack Chicken Drumsticks .99¢ lb. 
Family Pack Chicken Thighs ......99¢ lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Sliced Bacon 1lb. ....$4.49
Nathans Beef Franks 12-14 oz. ..............$4.29 
Oscar Mayer Carving Board Lunch Meats/7.5 oz. ..$3.49
Arctic Shores Cod Fillets 1 lb. ..........$4.99 
Essential Everyday Chicken Wings 3 lb. $7.99  
Arctic Shores Shrimp Ez Peel/31-40 ct./2 lb. $9.99 

GROCERY SUPER SAVINGS

Essential Everyday Plates 50 ct.. ... $1.49
Essential Everyday Instant Oatmeal all flavors $1.79
Essential Everyday Pure Olive Oil 17 oz. $3.99
Essential Everyday Toaster Pastries 11 oz.  .99¢

Bumble Bee Tuna 5 oz. ..................... .89¢

Kool Aid Jammers 60 oz. .................... .99¢

Libby Sausage Gravy 15 oz.  ............ 2/$3
Essential Everyday Refried Beans 18 oz. .99¢

DAIRY & FROZEN
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. ............$2.99
Dannon Activia 4 pk.  ................................2/$4
Essential Everyday Sliced Deli Cheese 8 oz. 2/$4 

International Delight Creamers 32 oz. $2.99
Essential Everyday Waffles 12.3 oz.  ...99¢

Culinary Circle Pizza ...................$3.99
Stoneridge Ice Cream 48 oz. .............2/$4
Hanover Chicken Noodle Soup 18 oz. . 2/$5
PRODUCE SUPER FRESh

Iceberg Lettuce ......................$1.29 head

Green Giant Mini Carrots 1 lb. bag ..... .99¢

White Potatoes 10 lb. bag ...................$3.99 

Granny Smith Apples ............... $1.29 lb. 
Texas Red Grapefruits  ............... 2/$1.19  
Ripe Avocados ........................... .79¢ ea. 

Sale dates: Dec. 31, Jan. 2,3,4

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

VEHICLE LICENSING CENTER
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES
DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM

SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON
Wednesday is $enior discount day!

Call Today

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

Rick Wells DC

• CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTING
DRY NEEDLING • CORRECTIVE EXERCISES

• CORRECTIVE STRETCHING
• CUSTOM FOOT ORTHOTICS
• NUTRITIONAL COUNSELING

• LIFESTYLE ADVICE • ESSENTIAL OILS

RickWellsDC.com
434589-8005
9 Centre Ct, Palmyra
M,W, & F  noon - 5pm
T & TH  7 am - noon

be healthy 
& chill out in 
the new year
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Call Today

Ad Proof #1
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Rick Wells DC

• CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTING
DRY NEEDLING • CORRECTIVE EXERCISES

• CORRECTIVE STRETCHING
• CUSTOM FOOT ORTHOTICS
• NUTRITIONAL COUNSELING

• LIFESTYLE ADVICE • ESSENTIAL OILS

RickWellsDC.com
434589-8005
9 Centre Ct, Palmyra
M,W, & F  noon - 5pm
T & TH  7 am - noon

be healthy 
& chill out in 
the new year

434-244-3277
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m-4:30 p.m.

On Pantops-182 Spotnap Rd. A-2
Charlottesville, VA. 22911

Rivanna Hearing
Center

Enjoy The Little 
Moments with  
the Ones  
You Love

We Service All Makes and
Models of Hearing Aids

264 Turkeysag Trail # A • 7 a.m.-11 p.m.
(434) 589-5538 • foodlion.com

Get Details at

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 12-26-19 Issue

&
Fluvanna Business Corner

Curtis Putnam, Chair
Economic Development Authority
edafluvanna@gmail.com
Bryan Rothamel  
Economic Development Coordinator
brothamel@fluvannacounty.org
434-591-1910

Ruthann Carr, Office Manager
Chamber of Commerce
ruthann.carr@fluvannachamber.org
434-589-3262

CONTACTS

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Doing Good in the Community: LMOA Communication 
and Marketing Team up with Local Businesses to  

celebrate “It’s a Wonderful Life” in Fluvanna County
Alan Stewart, LMOA Communication & Marketing Committee

This year, the Lake Monticello Own-
ers Association Communication 

and Marketing Committee worked 
with the Fluvanna Chamber of Com-
merce to produce the first ever suc-
cessful “It’s a Wonderful Life” in Flu-
vanna County celebration. 

We want to heartily thank all the Flu-
vanna County businesses for sponsor-
ing the many beautiful trees that trans-
formed the Lake Room into a magical 
holiday setting this year. We would 
also like to thank the many volunteers 
who supported this year’s First Annual 
Festival of Trees event which was a 
part of the countywide celebration.

This year’s event not only put smiles 
on the faces of over 400 visitors, it also 
kicked off the holiday season in a won-
derfully charitable way and raised a 
substantial amount of money that will 
support many wonderful and worthy 
Fluvanna County organizations in the 
coming year. 

Because of all of you, we raised near-
ly $3000, collected many toys for both 
the Masons as well as Happy Face, and 
collected several hundred pounds of 
food for MACAA. The money raised 
this year will benefit Fluvanna Coun-
ty’s SPCA, Caring for Creatures and 
Peaceful Passings.

So, from all of us, to all you who sup-
ported this year’s First Annual Festival 

of Trees to paraphrase Tiny Tim: Thank 
you and “God Bless Us, Every One!” 
Our Sponsors:
Angell’s School of Dance, Broody Hen 
Bakery, the Conboy Family, Edward 
Jones (James Clark Office), Fluvanna 
Hardware, Fluvanna County SPCA, 
Happy Tails, Inklings, LMOA Golf, 
Long and Foster Realty, Lowes at Zion 
Crossroads/Gordonsville, Monticello 
Mulch, Peaceful Passings, Salon De-
Shano, Sh’Boom, Sweet Art Empo-
rium, Target, Thistle Gate Winery, and 
Time Marches On.
Winning Trees:
• Most Creative or Unique Tree – 
Angell’s School of Dance - Let It Snow
• Best Use of Theme
-Happy Tails – Pet Tree for People 
-Sweet Art Emporium – Sweet Dreams
• Best in the Festival – Long and 
Foster Realty – For the Love of Home
Volunteers:
Craig Conboy, Kim Conboy, Marilyn Ko-
zak, Mike Feazel, Shirley Stewart, John 
Daniels, Stephanie Wolverton, Ashley 
Lucas, Marieka Henry, Barb Ringgold, 
Jessi Demaree, Joe Shaver, Richard Ea-
ton, Polly Eaton, Susan Seehaver, Mike 
Rodbell, Mia LaRochelle, Grace Schloe, 
Shosh Samuel Siegel, Phil Samuel Sie-
gel, Nancy Klein, Terri Guavin, Linda 
Sega, Lisa Berry, Margo Bruce, and Carl 
Detroia.

New Year’s resolutions get a bad rap — and for good reason. They are wildly un-
successful. Millions of people have well-intentioned aspirations for the new year, 
but only about one in 10 actually accomplish their goal, according to the Statistic 
Brain Research Center.
If you dig a little deeper into the reasons why they fail, you find it’s usually not the 
resolution itself, it’s in the execution. Here are three popular New Year’s resolu-
tions and how to avoid messing them up:

Resolution #1: Becoming healthier. The most popular resolution can take on 
many forms — losing weight, getting in better shape, eating healthier etc. It usu-
ally fails because to be successful, it takes a major lifestyle change. 
Make it fail-proof: Start with smaller, simpler goals like not eating after 8 p.m., or 
exercising for 20 minutes a day for three times a week. Hitting manageable goals will 
build momentum and create good habits.

Resolution #2: Spending less money. Depending on how much you spent on 
Christmas, this one might take care of itself for a few weeks. But if you don’t have 
a spending plan or budget, old spending habits will re-emerge.
Make it fail-proof: Start at the beginning of the year and jot down some long-term 
spending and savings goals. Then work backwards to figure out how those goals will 
affect your weekly purchases. As the year goes on, continue to track your progress and 
evaluate your purchases.

Resolution #3: Spending less time on electronics. If this resolution is im-
portant to you, odds are you’ve had some trouble controlling your usage keeping. 
With so many games, social media and streaming options at our fingertips, our 
brains are now conditioned to be engaged electronically at all times.
Make it fail-proof: One way to start to break this habit is to change the accessibility 
you have to your devices. Remove apps from your phone and keep your devices out of 
reach when you don’t need them. Another way to curb electronic usage is to form a 
different habit, such as reading.

Resolutions, whether at New Year’s or any other time, are a good thing. To be suc-
cessful, more planning and attention are required than most people think. And if 
you slip up, don’t quit! Learn from your mistakes and keeping going.

Ad Proof #2 Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

TAX TIPS
  BY Rudy GaRcia, OwneR, Rivanna wOOds Financial /Tax seRvices

Fail-Proof Your 
New Year’s Resolutions

www.rwftaxservices.com 
info@rwftaxservices.com

265 turkeysag trail#101, Palmyra, va 22963
P 434442.4044 | f 804767.1844

10% Off - COUPON #6 FLUVANNACHAMBER
As a proud member of the Fluvanna County Chamber of Commerce since 2012 I am offering a Member-to-
Member 10% discount to all current members of the Chamber. Our Chamber members make an impact in our 
community, this is a way for me to recognize their contributions.  This discount applies to new clients in 2020.  
This discount cannot be combined with any other discounts or incentives offered by Rivanna Woods Finan-

cial Tax Services. Simply reference this discount code when you set up your  
appointment.  #6 FLUVANNACHAMBER

Phone: 434-442-4044  •  Emai: info@rwftaxservices.com  •  Website: https://rwftaxservices.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RivannaWoodsFinancial

Twitter: http://twitter.com/RWFTaxServices  •  LinkedIn:  https://www.linkedin.com/company/rwftaxservices/
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with Weaver and 
O’Brien voting no. 

4. Flucos base-
ball wins first state 
championship

The Flying Flucos 
baseball team won 
its first-ever state 
championship 
when they defeat-
ed the Tabb Tigers 
in a 16-10 blowout 
game on June 14. 
Coach Joel Gray 
noted that his squad demonstrat-
ed all year that it can come back 
after a low scoring game and “tear 
the cover off.” As the season ended, 
junior pitcher Andrew Ward and 
senior catcher Jacob Critzer were 
named first team All-State. In ad-
dition, Critzer was named Player of 
the Year in Class 3. Coach Gray was 
similarly honored, as he was select-
ed as Coach of the Year in Class 3.

5. Changing of the guard
After seven years 

as county adminis-
trator, Steven Nichols 
stepped down on 
July 5 and handed 
the reins over to his 
deputy administrator 
and Finance Direc-
tor Eric Dahl. Nichols 
was widely praised 
for bringing greater 
efficiency and trans-
parency to the county 
government, along 
with his work on major 
projects like the E911 system, the 
Columbia Area Renewal Effort 
(CARE) task force, and the James 
River and Zion Crossroads water 
projects. Although retired, Nichols 
was asked to serve as an unpaid 
project consultant on the James 
River Water Project and will contin-
ue in that capacity until at least the 
end of June 2020.

6. Lakers reject dues increase
Lake Monticello residents voted 

overwhelmingly to reject propos-
als designed to build up the HOA’s 
reserve funds and subsidize its be-
leaguered restaurants. The Board 

of Directors asked the members to 
approve a $180 dues increase to be 
phased in over three years and an 
annual $50-per-household restau-
rant subsidy. It is relatively rare for 
a due increase measure to fail, and 
many took it as an indication that 
the membership feels the Asso-
ciation should adapt to a tighter 
budget. Annual dues for most Lake 
residents in 2020 will be around 
$1,100, with $887 going to dues 
and $220 for trash and recycling. 
Lakers also selected two new board 

members, with Jay 
Hinkle and Johnny 
Williamson replacing 
Marlene Weaver and 
Larry Cormier. 

7. Permitting 
problems plague 
James River Water 
Project

Members of the 
Monacan Indian 
Nation and their sup-
porters appeared 

before the James River Water Au-
thority on Aug. 13  to protest a 
planned water pumping station 
atop what they 
believe to be the 
site of the historic 
settlement of Ras-
sawek. Monacan 
Chief Kenneth 
Branham told 
members “I don’t 
think any of you 
gentlemen would 
like to see your 
grandparents and 
great-grandparents 
dug up,” and indi-

cated that the tribe is ready to go to 
court over the matter. The meeting 
was just one of several issues to 
plague the project. Later in the 
summer, the Virginia Department 
of Historic Resources informed the 
Authority that the archaeologist 
hired to survey the area lacked 
the proper credentials, and a short 
time after that, a whistleblower 
came forward with a report about 
mismanagement of the survey. In 
late December, representatives for 
the Monacan tribe demanded an 
investigation of the circumstances 
surrounding the survey. 

8.A killing at Lake Monticello
On the night of Oct. 29, Lake 

and county law enforcement were 
called the scene of a shooting on 
Axle Tree Drive in Lake Monticello, 
where they found Jason J. Farren, 
36, dead from multiple gunshot 
wounds. Benjamin Camp of Char-
lottesville told police that Farren 
and another man, Joshua Ben-
tham-Bell of Lake Monticello, had 
broken into the house and attacked 
him just before the shooting. Camp 
was arrested for second-degree 
murder and Bentham-Bell for 
assault and battery. Both are being 
held without bond at Central Vir-
ginia Regional Jail. 

9. Lenherr wins reelection
There were few surprises on 

Election Day 2019, with Fluvanna’s 
state representatives and constitu-
tional officers retaining their seats. 
The one nail-biter was the treasur-
er’s race, where long-time incum-
bent Linda H. Lenherr found herself 
facing two opponents, Ben Hudson 
of Palmyra and Kim Oliver-Hyland 

of Scottsville. In the final weeks 
of the campaign, Lenherr and 
Oliver-Hyland sparred on social 
media over delinquent tax collec-
tion rates and other issues, while 
Hudson stayed out of the fray. Oli-
ver-Hyland and Hudson ended up 
with a little over 2,400 votes each--
not enough to defeat Lenherr, who 
won with 3,000 votes total.   

10. Fluvanna becomes a 
second amendment sanctuary

Fluvanna joined more than 80 
Virginia localities when the Board 
of Supervisors agreed to declare 
the county a “Second Amend-
ment Sanctuary.” Hundreds of 
people attended two special ses-
sions and dozens give public com-
ments, focusing on fears that the 
new Democratic majority in the 
General Assembly will pass restric-
tions on firearms in the upcoming 
session. Supervisors approved the 
resolution by a vote of 3-2, with 
Mike Sheridan (Columbia), Donald 
Weaver (Cunningham) and Patri-
cia Eager (Palmyra) voting for it, 
and Mozell Booker (Fork Union) 
and Tony O’Brien (Rivanna) voting 
against.
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330 Claremont Lane, Crozet, Virginia 22932 | www.lodgeatoldtrail.com

Make your reservation early.
RSVP to 434.823.9100 or rsvp@

lodgeatoldtrail.com

Discovering Jefferson’s 
Monticello Landscape

Third Thursday
at The Lodge at Old Trail

january

Doors open at 5:30 pm. 
Program begins at 5:45 pm.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

16

Please join us as we kick-off another year of 
Third Thursday’s at The Lodge. We begin the 
year with Discovering Jefferson’s Monticello 
Landscape presented by Derek Wheeler 
Research Archaeologist at Monticello and 

Crystal O’Connor Field Research Manager at Monticello. They will be 
discussing the critical role that Monticello’s Department of Archaeology plays 
in understanding the lives of enslaved laborers, as well as analyzing Jefferson’s 
plantation management strategies.  They will also outline the department’s 
research goals, using one recently excavated site, an early 19th-century quarter 
site for the enslaved field laborers, as an example. It’s sure to be a fascinating 
look into the everyday lives of the enslaved laborers and an exploration into 
how Jefferson himself lived and ran the plantation. It’s definitely a great and 
interesting way to start the year. Don’t miss it!

INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

BY HEATHER MICHON
CORRESPONDENT

Monacans call for investigation of 
water authority

The Monacan Indian Nation is 
calling on the Fluvanna and Louisa 
Boards of Supervisors to begin a 
third-party, independent investiga-
tion into claims of mismanagement 
of the archaeological survey at Point 
of Fork.

Point of Fork, at the confluence of 
the James and Rivanna rivers, is be-
lieved by many historians and archae-
ologists to be the site of Rassawek, 
the main Monacan settlement at the 
time of the English arrival in Virginia 
in 1603. It is also the proposed site of 
a multi-million-dollar joint venture 
between Fluvanna and Louisa to carry 
water into Zion Crossroads and other 
parts of Louisa--water vital to the con-
tinued economic growth of the area.

The Monacan tribe, now based in 
Amherst County, is critical of the loca-
tion of the project, which they believe 
will disrupt tribal artifacts and, poten-
tially, the remains of their ancestors. In 
2019, they retained Cultural Heritage 
Partners, a law firm that frequently 
works with tribes on the protection of 
their material heritage.

Marion Werkheiser of Cultural Her-
itage Partners wrote to chairs Mike 
Sheridan of Fluvanna and Toni Wil-
liams of Louisa on behalf of the Mo-
nacans to investigate whether the 
James River Water Authority (JRWA) 
used taxpayer dollars to pay for 
“illegal and unethical practices” by 
Circa Cultural Resource Management, 
an archaeological survey firm hired 
by Timmons Group.

In her three-page letter, Werkhe-
iser highlighted several issues her 
firm helped bring to light in since the 
summer of 2019.

In September, Julie Langan of the 
Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources (VDHR) informed the JRWA 
that Carol Tyrer, owner of Circa Cul-
tural Resource Management, did not 
meet the professional qualifications 
needed under Virginia law to conduct 
valid archaeological surveys. Langan 
denied the project a permit for the 
excavation of human remains. At the 
same time, William Walker of the Army 
Corps of Engineers indicated that, 
because of the invalidated survey, his 
department would have to reevalu-
ate the project and require JRWA to 
apply for a more stringent permit.

Then, in October, a former Circa em-

ployee claimed that work conducted 
at the Point of Fork site was “illegal, 
unethical, and unscientific.”    

700 hours
Along with the call for an indepen-

dent investigation, Werkheiser also 
released a letter sent to the Army 
Corps of Engineers on Dec. 16 includ-
ing a set of work orders on Faulconer 
Construction letterhead but signed 
by Carol Tyrer.

The work orders indicate that 
between Dec. 1, 2017 and Jan. 22, 
2018, Tyrer signed off on over 700 
hours of labor by Faulconer workers at 
the site. “The workers are clearly iden-
tified not as cultural resource field 
technicians, but as ‘laborer[s]’ and a 
‘[backhoe] operator,’” said Werkheiser. 
On a dozen occasions, notations on 
work performed include references 
to digging and sifting. 

In a sworn statement released in 
Oct. 2019, Eric Mai, a former field 
technician for Circa, described Tyrer 
“enlisting unoccupied construction 
workers” to perform archaeological 
work at Point of Fork, even though 
they had no training to do that type of 
sensitive work. The workers allegedly 
told Mai “they had no idea what they 
were looking for,” as they sifted the 
soil. He said he witnessed them using 
post-hole diggers and other heavy 
equipment that could damage arti-
facts and destroy ground features. 

The work orders indicate Tyrer was 
on-site at these times, with two in-
voices noting no work was done “due 
to Carol not being presents.”

However, in his statement, Mai 
said Tyrer spent most of her time at 
the site doing paperwork in her car, 
and despite his attempts to super-
vise the Faulconer crew, he was often 
dispatched to work in other areas of 
the dig site. “There were many times 
when these construction crews were 
excavating and screening with no su-
pervision whatsoever,” he alleged.

The work orders were in the records 
of the JRWA’s March 6, 2018 meeting. 
Werkheiser said in her letter that these 
documents “establish that JRWA itself 
knowingly authorized the payment of 
taxpayer dollars for this purposefully 
incompetent approach to testing.”

JRWA conflicted
In her letter to Sheridan and Wil-

liams, Werkheiser noted that it had 
been seven weeks since the JRWA 
issued a statement saying they took 
Mai’s allegations “very seriously” and 
would conduct a thorough review.  

But on Nov. 11 they filed a peti-
tion in Fluvanna County Circuit Court 
to try to get a judge to compel the 
Commonwealth to accept Tyrer as a 
qualified consultant. They have also 
retained another company, GAI Con-
sulting, to review Tyrer’s report on the 
Point of Fork dig. 

“The time has come to acknowl-
edge that JRWA is not in a creditable 
position to investigate Circa and 
Timmons,” she concluded, “because 
in doing so JRWA is conflicted by a 
desire to protect its plans to locate 
the water pump station in a place 
that would destroy Rassawek, and 
because of JRWA’s direct involvement 
and culpability.”

Lake Monticello Fire & Rescue

10 SLICE RD
PALMYRA 

Off Rt. 600,  
near CVS & Dogwood Rest.

QUESTIONS?  CALL 434-591-1018
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BY PAGE H. GIFFORD
CORRESPONDENT

While we embark on a new 
decade of speculation, uncer-
tainty, and innovation, looking 
back at 2019 had its inspiration-
al moments. In the arts, we lost 
our “Renaissance Man,” artist and 
musician Troy Weidenheimer; re-

membered for his infinite curiosity 
and exploration of life translated 
through his passion for painting 
and music. And long-time member 
of Persimmon Tree Players Thelma 
Stowell, is remembered for her un-
wavering dedication.

The arts, particularly theater 
and music, influenced a student 
with Asperger’s, a form of autism. 
Through her interactions with Em-
powered Players and music lessons, 
she improved many emotional 
aspects of 
her life as 
well as her 
academic 
work. Logan 
Anne Davis is 
living proof 
that the arts 
can make a 
difference 
through en-
gagement.

Other 
than the 
arts, there was another area that 
emerged as strong in passion and 

dedication and 
that was volun-
teers and advo-
cates working 
with animals. 
Mary Birkholz, 
president of 
Caring for Crea-
tures for over 
30 years, won 
the Hometown 
Hero award for 
her tireless work 
caring for home-
less, abandoned 
and abused cats 
and dogs. Birk-
holz has never given up on any 
animal and believes every animal 
deserves love and a good home 
and there is the perfect person 
out there to provide it. Her goal is 
to continue to educate the com-
munity regarding ways everyone 
can help make life better for those 
who depend on us but also gives 
us so much more in return and 
more than we can ever imagine.

One of the ways Birkholz educat-
ed her volunteers was to introduce 
them to animal communicator 
Kat Berard. Berard discussed the 
deeper connections animals have 
with us but also in understand-
ing those deeper connections we 
come to understand ourselves 
as well. Volunteers learned not 
to project their thoughts onto 

the animal 
but to listen 
on another 
level and to 
understand 
the animal 
in a different 
way.

She did 
this through 
a demon-
stration with 
a dog. The 
volunteer 
realized her 

unawareness and shortcomings 

2019 arts and animals in review

in communicat-
ing with the dog 
and was struck 
by her thoughts 
about him. A lot 
of what Berard 
spoke about 
was the source 
of the uncondi-
tional love we 
all feel when we 
are around our 
animals.

Recently, 
Jackie Meyers, 
who manages 
Peaceful Pass-

ings with her husband Dave 
Sagarin, wrote a book about 
“Loving an Older Dog.” Her feeling 
for senior dogs and their welfare 
has never wavered.

On the other end of the spec-
trum, are the advocates, who 
pursue the same goals as Birkholz 
and Meyers but in different ways. 
Rose LeMaster’s rage about puppy 
mills and sympathy for the victims 
is evident when she speaks of the 
horrors of the living conditions 
and the suffering all in the name 
of designer dogs. She understands 
that the consequences of their 
lives lived in sometimes horrific 
conditions and through patience 

Troy Weidenheimer

Rumors cast of Persimmon Tree Players.

Mary Birkholz

Photos courtesy of Jackie Meyers and Dave.

Lori Brown

and love she too has made that 
profound connection with dogs 
that have never known real love.

Lori Brown, once a horse show 
mom, manages a refuge for stan-
dardbred horses (trotters) that 
have been abused, sold, and face 
slaughter when they are no longer 
fit for racing. She cares for these 
beautiful, majestic animals in the 
same way Birkholz cares for her 
cats and dogs. All of them advo-
cating, sharing, reaching out into 
the community, and educating, 
hoping that one day the horror 
ends.

It would seem that the arts and 
animals may not have an obvious 
connection, but these stories do 
have something in common. They 
are the stories of life and love, of 
passion, whether it is saving the 
life of an animal or of painting 
the natural beauty around us; it 
is understanding our humanness 
through the eyes of our animals or 
feeling it through the interaction 
with others for the first time in a 
theater group.

These stories leave behind a 
legacy of hope, determination, and 
a deeper spiritual meaning that is 
often overlooked but hopefully 
inspire us in the decade ahead.
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YOUR LOCAL LENDER
Carl Heimlich, VP/Branch Manager
cell: 434-989-2274 | fax: 833-373-8751
cheimlich@financeofamerica.com | FOAmortgage.com

License: MLO-8067VA
NMLS#314836

see all area listings at: www.monticellorealtors.com

• We have a centrally located office and have been here in the same spot for 
35 years serving the entire fluvanna & central va area.

• We are open 7 days a Week. come meet us in person.
• We ansWer & return your phone calls. We shoW our oWn listings.

• We have 15 full time agents including 5 brokers to serve & represent you.
• We live & Work here. We are your neighbors.

• We support & volunteer in the community We live in.
• We have sold more homes & land than any other firm in fluvanna.

• We provide a free comparative market analysis (cma).
• We provide a home Watch service company, 

in house financing and property management company.
•We make your listing seen by thousands of potential buyers.

•voted #1 real estate firm for the past 13 years.

BIG OR SMALL WE SELL THEM ALL!
Check out all of our listings at WWW.MONTICELLOREALTORS.COM

WHY LIST 
WITH US?

MONTICELLO
COUNTRY, REALTORS®

Craig McCormick
Owner/Associate 

Broker
434-996-5119

Iris Helfrich
Realtor

434-981-9956

Dan Barber
Realtor

434-242-5318

Cyndi Mylynne
Realtor, GRI
ABR, e-PRO

434-981-4629

Jeni Fick
Associate 
Broker, GRI

434-906-2152

Bill Lansing
 & Callie

(Bill on the left)
434-996-7245

Adele S. Schaefer
Associate Broker, 

GRI
434-962-1928

Patrick Wilson
Realtor

434-960-7047

Joan White
Associate 

Broker
GRI, CCREC

434-981-4081

Vicki Wilson
Owner/Broker
434-960-7044

Business 
Person of the Year!

Candice Cox
Realtor

434-960-8640

Randy White
Realtor

434-906-2187

Cindy Taylor
Realtor

434-422-2507

Melissa Davis
Realtor

405-604-7303
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The Barns at Layz S Ranch 
Simply Elegant, Elegantly Simple  

A family farm with rolling hills, open pastures, and 
beautiful countryside awaits your special day. 

Contact us for details or to schedule a tour!

 
2253 Thomas Jefferson Parkway, 

Palmyra  

(434) 591-0898 

PRESS RELEASE

 With increased traffic volumes on 
Virginia’s roadways anticipated for the 
remainder of the week and through-
out the weekend, the Virginia State 
Police is encouraging all drivers to in-
crease their attention to safe driving. 
Since Saturday, Dec. 21,  through 
midnight Christmas day, Dec. 25, nine 
people lost their lives in six traffic 
crashes on Virginia’s highways. 

 The six reported crashes occurred 
in Goochland, Loudoun, Richmond 
and Rockingham counties, and the 
cities of Chesapeake and Newport 
News. Three died in the Gooch-
land County crash and two died in 
the Rockingham County crash. The 
Newport News crash claimed the life 

of a pedestrian. Half of the crashes oc-
curred on Christmas Eve day. 

The state police are reminding all 
drivers to be alert and drive distrac-
tion free at all times while behind 
the wheel. Sharing the road respon-
sibly with pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorcycles, complying with speed 
limits, driving sober and always 
wearing a seat belt are required by 
law of all drivers in Virginia. 

Year to date, preliminary data 
reports 800 adults, teenagers and 
children have been killed in traffic 
crashes across Virginia. Alert and safe 
drivers can help keep this number 
from increasing within the final days 
of 2019.

Nine traffic deaths in five 
days on Virginia’s highways

Richard Lynn Fraker, Jr., a retired 
Army Corp of Engineer Major, 
lost his seven-year battle with 
prostate cancer on December 27, 
2019. Lynn is survived by his wife 
of forty years, Glynn Griggs Fraker; 
his daughters, Shannon Shelburne 
(Matthew) and Devon Gatewood 
(Roger); his grandchildren, 
Natalie, Molly, and Carl Shelburne, 
his sister Martha Kersh, several 
cousins, nieces, nephews and 
many friends. He is predeceased 
by his mother, Elizabeth Fraker, 
and his father, Richard Fraker, Sr. 

Lynn was born in northwestern 
Ohio on February 8, 1952. 
He graduated from Western 
Kentucky University in 1975 
with a degree in Geography. He 
was immediately commissioned 
into the Army and later the 

Richard Lynn Fraker, Jr.
Obituary

Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard serving our country for 
over 22 years. He also obtained a 
Masters in Contracts Management 
from Penn State which he utilized 
in civilian employment with 
Scirex (clinical drug trial agency) 
and Church Housing Corporation 
(low income housing for the 
elderly and disabled). After 
retiring to Virginia three and a 
half years ago, he found a new 
passion serving his community 
as an ambulance driver with the 
Lake Monticello Rescue Squad. 

Lynn was a devoted father, 
dedicated track and field throwing 
coach and an avid supporter of 
the 2nd Amendment.  He enjoyed 
skeet shooting and wandering 
the “bourbon trail” sampling 
various varieties of Kentucky’s 
finest. He will be deeply missed 
by his friends, family, and all who 
knew him.

No funeral service will be held. 
A wake is being planned for early 
2020. In lieu of flowers, please 
donate in his memory to the Lake 
Monticello Rescue Squad at 10 
Slice Road Palmyra, VA.  Sheridan 
Funeral Home is handling the 
arrangements.  

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 01-??-20 Issue
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Lucy Watkins     434.962.5829
• One-Level Living, Open Floor Plan
• 3 Spacious Bedrooms with Laminate Flooring
• Kitchen with Breakfast Bar, Stainless Steel Appls.
• Stone Front Gas Log Fireplace in Living Room
• 1556 sq. ft., built 1997, level .34 ac. lot
• Just off Rt. 53, near Lake amenities & Tufton pond 
• Offering Buyer Representation MLS #597482

$215,000 11 Rockwood Lane

Deannie Tanner  804.339.0860
• Forest View Subdivision, Similar to Photo
• 1.67 Acres near Zion Crossroads
• 4 BR, 2.5 BA, Attached Garage
• Main Level Hardwood Floors, Granite Kitchen
• Upgraded Cabinets, Stainless Appliances
• Paved Driveway, Luxury Garden Bath

$319,830 735 Pine Crest Drive, Troy

Jay Hurdle    434.906.3100
• 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 4700+ finished square ft.
• Perfect for a multi-generational family
• Open floorplan features a home office and sunroom
• Terrace level with HUGE family room and home theater
• In-ground pool with TREX decking
• Large garage and paved drive / Home Warranty

$424,900 399 Justin Drive  

Bev Nash    434.981.5560
• Renovated 3 bedroom, 2 bath, home
• One level luxury living
• 1400+/- sf on 1.4 acres
• Vaulted ceilings, ceramic tile floors
• New kitchen and bathrooms
• Rear deck, stainless steel appliances

NOW $269,900 3859 Presidents Road 

Patrick Burns    434.465.4444
• 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths
• Granite countertops in kitchen
• Long frontage on Hardware River
• Beautiful old farm house built around a  1850 log cabin
• 42 acres

$375,000 Albevanna Spring Road

Tracey McFarlane  434.882.0067
• The Jefferson Plan - Nearly Complete!
• 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Side Load Garage
• 2.0 Acre Wooded Homesite in Taylor Ridge Estates
• Beautiful Vaulted Master Suite with Garden Bath & Double Vanity
• Open Kitchen with Granite, Center Island, Stainless Steel Appliances
• Hardwood Floors on First Level

$316,170 42 Plum Court

Lori Click    434.326.7593
•  NEW Construction is MOVE-IN READY!!
• 2 Acre Reedy Creek home site
• Convenient for Charlottesville or Richmond commute
• Less than 1 mile from I64 exit #143 for Ferncliff/Louisa
• 4 Bedrooms, Attached Garage

$265,410 345 Richardson Drive

Dan Corbin    434.531.6155
•  One Level, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1550 Sq Ft.
•  2 Car Garage
•  Cathedral Ceilings, Granite Counters, Wood Burning F/P & more
•  NO HOA, Well and Septic, 0.85 ac lot w/Beautiful Pastoral Views
•  Convenient to Fluvanna County Schools, 20 miles to Charlottesville
Get Ready - MOVE TO YOUR YOUR NEW HOME - Feb. 2020       MLS #598132

$262,000 707 Rosewood Drive           

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN
WEST RIVER MEADOWS

$360,000  Fluvanna County

Ruth Guss    434.960.0414
• 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 1,730 Fin. Sq. Ft.
• 19 +/- Acres, open & ready to be fenced for animals
• Quality brick home with “good bones” needs cosmetic TLC
• Brick, detached 2 car garage with electric opener 
• In-ground pool, just needs a new liner                      MLS #594708

REDUCED!

19+/- 
 ACRES

434.974.1500
943 GLENWOOD STATION LANE, SUITE 203
CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 22901

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?  Find a RE/MAX® agent

Happy New Year!
2020
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BY HANNAH GASKILL
CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

Capital Gazette Shooter was Concerned about Sanity

A thread that pulled the gunman 
responsible for the June 2018 
murders of journalists Wendi 
Winters, Rob Hiaasen, John Mc-
Namara and Gerald Fischman, 
and advertising assistant Rebecca 
Smith, closer to The Capital Gazette 
newspaper through the years is one 
that the justice system now has its 
eyes focused on: His sanity.

Whether Jarrod Ramos is sane — 
and therefore criminally responsi-
ble for the murders and associated 
acts — is a question that attorneys 
on both sides have spent months 
preparing to answer.

Looking back through his court 
history shows a man who in 2012 
sued the paper for libel, particularly 
aggrieved because, he said in court 
documents, a column it published 
implied he was insane.

Now, a ruling of legal insanity may 
keep him out of prison.

That trial is scheduled to begin in 
March.

“You’ve crippled my life for a year, 
and now I’m going to cripple your 
company forever,” now-convicted 
murderer Jarrod Ramos wrote in 
an October 2012 letter to former 
Capital Gazette editor and publisher 
Thomas Marquardt.

Ramos was referencing a July 2011 
column published by The Capital, 
headlined “Jarrod wants to be your 
friend,” that detailed circumstances 
behind a guilty plea in a harassment 
suit levied against him by a former 
Arundel High School classmate. The 
piece describes messages he sent 
to his harassment victim, whom 
Capital News Service is not naming, 

in a months-long cyber-barrage 
that the column reported “caused 
her to live in fear for her safety.”

Ramos represented himself in a 
lawsuit against the paper in 2012, 
claiming that the column reported a 
“multitude of extraneous, false and 
defamatory statements,” according 
to March 2013 court transcripts. His 
complaint stated the editorial con-
veyed that he was “literally, clinically 
insane,” “a threatening and danger-
ous person,” that he “has and con-
tinues to actively seek out people 
on the Internet ... with predatory 
motives and criminal intent” and 
that he is a “cowardly and dishonor-
able person.”

In that March 2013 hearing, 
Ramos focused his attention on 
one piece in particular — which he 
said he considered to be “the single 
most defamatory statement of the 
entire column.” It reads: “His mes-
sages rambled… saying ‘Expletive 
you, leave me alone’ though she 
hadn’t written him in months.”

Ramos argued that the notion 
that he was answering non-existent 
messages would cause readers to 
assume that he was mentally ill.

“That carries a clear implication 
that something is wrong inside my 
head, that I’m insane,” he said, ac-
cording to the records.

Though first referenced in a 
January 2011 court document 
penned by his harassment victim, 
in both his complaint in the suit 
against The Capital and in court 
transcripts, Ramos claimed that the 
message was never exchanged.

In a transcript, Prince George’s 

County Circuit Court Judge 
Maureen Lamasney, who presid-
ed over the defamation suit, asked 
Ramos whether he felt the harm 
he was alleging The Capital to have 
caused would lead readers to think 
“there might be some mental imbal-
ance,” to which he responded in the 
affirmative. He also said that in “ad-
dition to a number of other things,” 
the phrase and headline insinuated 
that he was also “dangerous” and 
“threatening.”

“It portrays me as some sort of 
internet predator,” Ramos said in 
court. “And the headline basically 
says he’s coming for you next. Any 
person who reads that, I expect, 
would be horrified.”

Lamasney dismissed the case in 
March 2013, saying that because 
the statement came from a public 
record it was not defamatory. Ac-
cording to the transcript, Ramos 
countered that the column didn’t 
reference the record, leaving readers 
with no clue of where the statement 
was pulled from.

“I understand that, but that does 
not make it false,” said Lamasney.

“But it makes it unfair,” said Ramos.
The case was appealed and dis-

missed again.
In a 2015 unreported opinion 

filed in the Court of Special Appeals, 
Judge Charles Moylan Jr. wrote that 
Ramos was “aggrieved” because he 
“wanted equal coverage of his side 
of the story.”

“He wanted a chance to put 
the victim in a bad light, in order 
to justify and explain why he did 
what he did,” Moylan wrote. “That, 

however, is not the function of def-
amation law.”

Nearly three years later, on the 
day that he shot through the glass 
doors of the Capital Gazette and 
proceeded to kill five employees, 
Ramos wrote letters to multiple 
people. One of them was Moylan.

Before the defamation suit was 
ultimately dismissed and while 
other suits Ramos was engaged 
in raged on, the paper and its staff 
members, among others, were fre-
quent targets of vitriol on a Twitter 
account in his name until in 2016, 
when the posts appeared to have 
ceased.

One final tweet was sent from the 
account on the afternoon of the 
shooting. It read “(Expletive) you, 
leave me alone @judgemoylanfrnd.” 
The tagged account bearing Moy-
lan’s name also appears to belong 
to Ramos.

Public defender Elizabeth Palan, 
a defense attorney for Ramos in the 
murder case, stated in court that 
he tweeted from inside the Capital 
Gazette newsroom.

Ramos originally entered a plea of 
not guilty.

He pleaded not criminally respon-
sible, Maryland’s version of an insan-
ity plea, in late April — 10 months 
and one day after the shooting oc-
curred.

On Oct. 28, two days before jury 
selection for the trial to determine 
his guilt was set to begin, he entered 
a guilty plea to all 23 counts against 
him.

Cases determining criminal re-
sponsibility, also known as pleas 

Iris Helfrich. Your Neighbor. Your Realtor, MCR (434) 981-9956

THIS WEEK’S PET
My name is Dove 8 months old
I am so precious and loving. I would make a wonderful 
companion for my new family. I enjoy cuddles and  
spending time with my family. I would love a chance at a 
new beginning of life that is full of nothing but love and 
happiness. I am a little bit of a bully around other cats, but I 
just don’t know how to properly play. I have almost grown 
up in a shelter and have been moved from different play 
groups once they got adopted and I was left behind. 
I am current on all shots, micro-chipped and spayed.
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Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006

THIS WEEK’S PET
My name is Chia
I’m a 5 year old beagle. I need a family that is willing to take their time 
to work with me on my trust issues and can safely keep me from 
getting away. I want so badly to know what a family feels like and 
I just need the patience to learn. Would you give me a chance?
I would do better in a home that is quiet and relaxing preferably 
a home with no children or older children.
I am up to date on my age appropriate vaccines and 
preventatives, micro-chipped and spayed.
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Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org
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OLLI
Osher Lifelong 

Learning Institute

Registration begins 
Tues, Jan 14 at 10:00 am

Classes start 
Feb 24
Catalog at olliuva.org 
or call 434-923-3600

A Taste of OLLI / Spring Course Previews

CROZET: Mon, Jan 6, 2:00-3:00  
Crozet Library

CHARLOTTESVILLE: Wed, Jan 8, 1:00-2:00  
Meadows Presbyterian Church

STAUNTON: Fri, Jan 10, 1:00-2:00
R.R. Smith Center

Join the thousands of local adults Join the thousands of local adults

who’ve put the fun back into learning!who’ve put the fun back into learning!

of not criminally responsible — or 
NCR — in Maryland are bifurcated, 
or split in two, with the phase that 
would determine guilt being argued 
first. Had Ramos not pleaded guilty, 
that portion of the trial would have 
begun in early November.

Supervising Attorney for the Fo-
rensic Mental Health Division of the 
Maryland Office of the Public De-
fender Mary Pizzo — who said she 
cannot comment on any specific 
cases — said that guilt must be es-
tablished before criminal responsi-
bility can be determined.

In cases where the court is trying 
to determine criminal responsibili-
ty, it’s the job of defense attorneys 
to prove that, at the time of the 
crime, their client was so incapaci-
tated by mental illness that they did 
not understand the criminal weight 
of their actions or that they were 
unable to refrain from behaving in a 
criminal way. The burden of proof is 
by the preponderance of evidence 
— a legal term that Pizzo described 
plainly as “more likely than not that 
it happened,” or “a hair over 50%.”

In contrast, to prove criminal guilt, 
the prosecuting attorneys must es-
tablish that an individual is guilty of 
a crime beyond a reasonable doubt 
— a much higher burden of proof.

In order to establish a defense of 
not criminally responsible, attor-
neys investigate their client’s mental 
health history, consulting a number 
of experts to prove that their client 
was experiencing a severe mental 
health deficit at the time of the 
offense.

If the individual is found not crim-
inally responsible, they are taken 
into the custody of the state’s health 
department and placed in a state 
forensic psychiatric hospital until 
it’s decided that they are no longer 
threatening to themselves or their 
community, which Pizzo said could 
be a long time.

After being held at the state hos-
pital for 50 days, an evaluation and 
first hearing may be conducted to 
determine whether continued psy-
chiatric commitment is necessary.

Pizzo said that securing a finding 
of not criminally responsible doesn’t 
happen often because there’s a lot 
that goes into proving it: Lawyers 
must show the severity of their cli-
ent’s mental illness at the time of 
the incident — not just that they are 
or have been mentally ill. She said 
to see such cases litigated in court 

is rare.
“NCR cases are not frequent,” she 

said.
Pizzo went on further to explain 

that whenever there’s a case where 
a defendant seems to have a mental 
illness or a history of mental health 
issues, “a prudent attorney will 
always investigate whether or not 
they were criminally responsible at 
the time.” She said it depends on the 
amount of access to mental health 
history, facts surrounding the event, 
along with expert opinion and 
other information that determines 
whether it’s a viable defense.

“I think people are misled that it’s 
a frequent thing.”

Ramos pleaded guilty on Oct. 28. 
The trial determining Ramos’ role 
in the slayings was delayed on Oct. 
30 so that defense attorneys could 
review documents provided by 
the prosecution’s expert witness-
es — the same day that potential 
jurors reported for duty at the Anne 
Arundel County Circuit Courthouse.  

That day, Anne Arundel County 
State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess 
filed a motion to keep private 
records that may contain informa-
tion pertaining to his mental health, 
among others.

Many other court files that had 
been kept confidential became 
public, including a correspon-
dence between state and defense 
attorneys describing an incident 
at Rocky Gorge Animal Hospital in 
Laurel, Maryland.

According to the records, Ramos 
brought his starving cat to the 
animal hospital, where he told vet-
erinary technicians that his “cat 
wasn’t eating and that he wasn’t 
feeding the cat.” One employee 
took this to mean that Ramos did 
not understand that his not feeding 
the animal led to its starvation. The 
cat was ultimately euthanized, and 
Ramos took its body home in a bag.

The email exchange detailing this 
incident occurred on April 24, 2019. 
Ramos entered a plea of not crimi-
nally responsible on April 29.

Attempts to contact Ramos’ 
family; his attorneys in the case; 
and the harassment victim and her 
family were unsuccessful. A spokes-
woman from the Anne Arundel 
State’s Attorney’s office offered no 
comment. He is still left to face his 
plea of not criminally responsible, at 
a trial now set to begin on March 4.

  Carysbrook Performing Arts Center Carysbrook Performing Arts Center  • •    8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)    ••  Fork Union,VA 23055Fork Union,VA 23055

Unless otherwise specifi ed, Admission is: $12 Advance, $15 Day of Performance, 
$10 Student/Military/Veterans,  Family Package $5/person (2 Adults max, 

+ 3 or more children) • To purchase online: http://www.Carysbrook.org 
Please note: No reserved seating.

Fluvanna County Arts CouncilFluvanna County Arts Council
 Presents the 2019-2020 Season 

at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Next Performance:

1/4 page regular new design
All text copied from full page ad

Gospel  & showing Next Performance
01/02/20 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

They say that music is good for the soul.  Prepare 
to be uplifted with the gospel songs provided by 
these exceptional performers. Chris Lewis with 
his many musical talents is a native of Fluvanna 
County; Charlsie Stratton is from Charlottesville 
and has performed not only with her home church, 
Zion Union Baptist Church but also with the Ora-
torio Society of Virginia and Zelda Whindleton-
Peterson, from Richmond is looking forward to 
recording her fi rst gospel CD. “When there’s music 
in your soul, there’s soul in your music”!  

Gospel In The Afternoon
Saturday, January 11 at 2:00pm

      Odyssey of Soul
Gospel of Soul:  Race & Religion:  A Circle Broken

Back by popular demand, musician and educator 
Horace Scruggs and his band bring their layered 
harmonies and soulful delivery for another unique 
“learning and listening”concert. Following up on his 
past programs tracing the evolution of soul, gospel 
and music of the civil rights era, Scruggs explores 
through commentary and live performance the ways 
in which music, race, and religion infl uence and 
inform one another.

 Saturday, February 8 at 7:30pm

Iris Helfrich. Your Neighbor. Your Realtor, MCR (434) 981-9956

THIS WEEK’S PET
My name is Dove 8 months old
I am so precious and loving. I would make a wonderful 
companion for my new family. I enjoy cuddles and  
spending time with my family. I would love a chance at a 
new beginning of life that is full of nothing but love and 
happiness. I am a little bit of a bully around other cats, but I 
just don’t know how to properly play. I have almost grown 
up in a shelter and have been moved from different play 
groups once they got adopted and I was left behind. 
I am current on all shots, micro-chipped and spayed.

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org
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BY DUNCAN NIXON
CORRESPONDENT

The most impressive Fluvan-
na County sports performance 
of 2019 took place in Salem, just 
outside of Roanoke, not in Flu-
vanna County. On June 14 and 15 
the Fluvanna County High School 
baseball team won the State Class 
3 semi-finals and the State Cham-
pionship at Kiwanis Field in Salem. 
When the baseball squad returned 
to Fluvanna, it received a rousing 
escort from Fluvanna County’s first 
responders.

The Flucos State championship 
run included amazing individu-
al performances and great team 
play. In their first play-off game, 
the Flucos’ junior pitcher Andrew 
Ward did the unbelievable. In a 
seven-inning game, he walked 
one and struck out 21 batters. He 

recorded every out by strike-out. 
This was against a play-off quali-
fied team. In the semi-final game 
at Salem, it was senior catcher 
Jacob Critzer who stole the head-
lines. In the bottom of the seventh, 
with the score tied, with one out 
and nobody on, Critzer crushed 
a low fast ball deep over the left 
field fence for a walk-off home run. 
Critzer scored three of the Flucos’ 
five runs in the game.

In the State Championship 
game, the Flucos batted around in 
the top of the first inning to score 
five runs and take a lead that the 
Tabb Tigers could never overcome. 
The Flucos won relatively easily by 
a 16-10 final score. Andrew Ward 
was five for six with 3 RBI, Kevin 
Ward was three for four with a 

SPORTS

Fluvanna County 2019 sports in review

home run, a walk and four RBI. 
Critzer was two for three with a 
home run and three walks. It was 
the Flucos’ first ever State Champi-
onship in baseball.

In the winter sports season, the 
Flucos competed successfully in 
Swim and Dive and Indoor Track 
and Field. Both squads had a large 
number of stand-out perform-
ers. The wrestling squad was very 
young and did not have a lot of 
success, but it successfully hosted 
the third annual Billy Wensel Invi-
tational tournament. 

In basketball, the Fluco girls’ 
squad was led by Juniors Nevaeh 
Ivory, Mya Wright and Jules Shep-
herd and freshman Khamara 
Steppe. The team had an excellent 
season, winning a Class 3 quar-

ter-final game on the road, and 
falling one game short of making 
it into the State semi-finals. The 
boys’ basketball team came back 
from an off-season. Led by fresh-
man guard Kobe Edmonds and 
forwards Drew Pace, a senior, and 
John Rittenhouse, a junior, the 
team won a play-in game to make 
it into the Class 3 play-offs.

Although the Fluco baseball 
team was the big story in the 
spring sports season, a number of 
Fluco athletes stood out in other 
sports. The girls’ tennis team was 
led by senior Adora Gamage and 
junior Sara White. The softball team 
was led by Catera Marsh. The girls’ 
track and field team had a number 
of standouts. Amina Wilson and 
Ashley Pieno were outstanding in 

Coach Gore applauds Billy Wensel. 
 Photo by Duncan Nixon.

Nevaeh Ivory.  
Photo by Fluvanna Sports Photography.

Boys Basketball celebrates a big win. 
Photo by Fluvanna Sports Photography.

Andrew Ward. 
Photo by Fluvanna Sports Photography.

Jacob Critzer.
Photo by Fluvanna Sports Photography.
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pole vault. Delany Reed and Jules 
Shepherd excelled in discus and 
long jump respectively, and Emily 
Beckman was a top 1600 meter 
runner. In boys’ track and field, 
Eli Herzog was excellent in discus 
and shot put. Christian Holland 
excelled in the triple jump, while 
Ledric Reid was a top performer in 
the 110 hurdles.

In soccer, the boys’ team almost 
made it to the Region semi-final. 
Standouts were: Emory Davis, 
Kamden Shephard, Finn McGloth-
lin, Ethan Albaugh and Bradley 
Holtz. The girls’ team did not have 
quite as much success, but it was 
led by Kelsea Herring, Christina 
Valladares, Allyssa Hanson and 
Runa Scales.

In the fall, Fluco sports fans turn 

to football. In 2019 the Fluco foot-
ball team made it to the play-offs 
for the second year in a row, after 
a long play-off drought. The team 
was quarterbacked by sophomore 
Kobe Edmonds. A host of running 
backs piled up running yardage, 
as the team emphasized a power-
ful running game. Senior offensive 
linemen Walt Stribling (a recent 
East Carolina signee) and Alden 
Custer led the blocking. The vol-
leyball team had a decent season. 
It was led by libero Evynne Staf-
ford, who has signed to play for 
the University of Virginia at Wise.	
The girls’ 2019 cross country team 
was led by Emily Smeds, while the 
boys’ team standout performer 
was Troy Stephens.

A number of non-Fluvanna High 

sports events of note also oc-
curred in 2019. The U.Va. rowing 
team competed at Lake Monti-
cello again. The rowing event is 
the only Division 1 sports event 
to take place in the county. A 
new event for elite young women 
golfers came to the county for the 
first time. The Peggy Kirk Bell Golf 
tour event was held on the Lake 
Monticello golf course on March 
30 and 31. This is an event for 
very low handicap young golfers. 
The event may return to the Lake 
course in 2020, as the organizers 
were reportedly very impressed 
by the treatment they received at 
the lake.

 In golf, the Faulconer tourna-
ment was contested at the Lake 
course again, with Brian Bassett 

winning on a rainy Sunday in May. 
The traditional men’s Member- 
Guest tournament finished with a 
long play-off in the rain. The lowest 
handicapped team in event, Eric  
Parlet and Boston Craddock, were 
the winners. The Lake Monticello 
women’s golfers captured the Jef-
ferson Cup for the second year in 
a row, topping teams from other 
prestigious courses around central 
Virginia. The mens’ Gray Foxes 
ended another season in Novem-
ber with Bob Lamb, Jim Beach, 
Pete Ferensak, Paul Schmidt and 
John Roeder winning honors.

Adora Gamage.
Photo by Duncan Nixon.

Eli Herzog.
Photo by Fluvanna Sports Photography.

Flucos win over Nelson. 
Photos by Fluvanna Sports Photography.

Fluco Golf team member. 
Photos by Fluvanna Sports Photography.
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BY HEATHER MICHON
CORRESPONDENT

Some deputies and civilians sought 
treatment after being exposed to a 
rabid dog that was captured and eu-
thanized in Scottsville shortly before 
Christmas.

“Several deputies and civilians sought 
treatment for possible rabies exposure,” 
according to Capt. David Wells of the 
Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office.

It later emerged on social media 
that, before it could be euthanized, 
the dog attacked a young girl and 
severed one of her fingers. In the email 
to the Fluvanna Review, Captain Wells 
explained that since the case involved 
a juvenile,  he could not disclose any 
details of the incident.

Everyone who came in close contact 
with the dog in its final days, including 
the owners, the injured girl, the animal 
control staff and others, would poten-
tially be at risk, according to authorities. 

The black pitbull was reported as 
running loose in the Branch Road area 
on Dec. 19 and was showing aggression 

towards other animals and humans, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s office.

“Due to the dog’s aggressive action, 
it was euthanized and samples were 
sent for testing,” said Wells in a press 
release.  Test results confirmed on 
Dec. 23 that the dog was suffering 
from rabies.

“The [Thomas Jefferson Health Dis-
trict] works all the time to monitor 
possible rabies exposure,” said District 
Epidemiologist Marcia Hornberger, 
often conducting interviews with po-
tentially exposed people to assess 
their risk and recommend treatment.

The rabies virus lives in the saliva of 
mammals, often raccoons, foxes, bats, 
and other wildlife. It remains active as 
long as the animal is alive. 

Rabies is commonly transmitted 
through a bite, so “a bite is a clear ex-
posure,” said Hornberger—but any 
contact with infected saliva could 
potentially pass on the virus through 
broken skin or membranes. The level 

Rabid dog spreads ripples 
through Fluvanna

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

FREE
Emergency
Rabies Clinic
VACCINATIONS FOR DOGS & CATS

Saturday Jan. 4 • 9 am to noon
PLEASANT GROVE PARK 

271 Pleasant Grove Dr., Palmyra, VA
• Dogs must be leashed 
• Cats must be in a carrier
• Vaccines will be given in your car
• While vaccines last

Hosted by: Caring for Creatures, the Fluvanna SPCA, Green Dogs 
Unleashed, Cat Action Team and the County of Fluvanna.

FLUVANNA SPCA

A total of 34 Fluvanna deputies and 16 reserve deputies were sworn in on 
Dec. 27 as Sheriff Eric Hess starts his second term.
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3 out of 4 PVCC students graduate 
with no debt

1/3 the cost of a 
four-year school

Your FutureDISCOVER

Visit www.pvcc.edu

Spring classes start January 13

BY MADELINE OTTEN
CORRESPONDENT

On Dec. 17 the Lake Monticel-
lo Owner’s Associated (LMOA) an-
nounced on Facebook of their newest 
partnership with Billy Casper Golf 
who will manage the food and bev-
erage operations at Lake Monticello. 
This partnership took effect January 
1, 2020 and they will have complete 
autonomy in the day-to-day manage-
ment of all outlets, which include the 
Pub, the Lakeside, the pool snack bar, 
and the golf course beverage cart. 

Bill Casper Golf is one of the largest 
privately owned golf course man-
agement companies in the United 
States with nearly 150 properties 
in 29 states. It’s headquartered in 
Reston and has more than 30 years 
of result driven expertise. Billy Casper 
Golf has managed Lake Monticello’s 
golf course maintenance operations 
for the past nine seasons and helped 
restore the course. 

“We have enjoyed a long-standing 
partnership with Billy Casper Golf, 
over eight years,” said LMOA’s general 
manager Steve Hurwitz “Andrew 

Koerper has done a fantastic job for 
the community and Billy Casper Golf 
will be able to expand on these suc-
cesses and offerings utilizing their in-
frastructure and expertise.”

Before the New Year, Billy Casper 
Golf began the process of hiring a 
new food and beverage manager, a 
banquet sales manager and addition-
ally has a process that is in place for 
current staff which has been commu-
nicated with them. 

“We are most excited to see Billy 
Casper Golf take our food and bev-
erage operations to a new level of 
service for our members and the 
community,” said Hurwitz. “The ulti-
mate goal is consistent and friendly 
service, along with an increase in ca-
tering and private events.”

Responses from the community on 
the LMOA’s Facebook page have been 
positive so far and have expressed 
excitement for the new change. The 
Lake Monticello Golf Course is located 
at 51 Bunker Blvd and is open daily.

LMOA’s new partnership 
with Billy Casper Golf

of risk “can be a little gray,” she added, 
depending on the circumstances. 
When in doubt, the health officials 
generally recommend people receive 
the post-exposure protocol.

Untreated, rabies will travel through 
the nervous system and eventually 
cause the brain to swell. It is almost 
invariably fatal. But early treatment, 
Hornberger said “has never been 
known to fail.”

Rabies injections “are no longer 
given through the stomach,” assures 
Hornberger. That form of treatment 
ended in the 1980s. 

Today, many animal workers receive 
a pre-exposure series of three doses of 
vaccine. For those who start out un-
vaccinated, post-exposure treatment 
is a little more rigorous, involving mul-
tiple intramuscular shots over a two-
week period.  

Post-exposure treatments begin 
with a shot of human rabies immune 
globulin (HRIG), which is made from 
the plasma of people already vaccinat-
ed for rabies. Giving patients these al-
ready-formed immunities, Hornberger 
explained, prevents the spread of the 
virus almost immediately. 

The best way to stop rabies is to vac-
cinate the animals closest to us.

“Vaccinate your dogs, vaccinate your 
cats, vaccinate your ferrets,” Hornberg-
er stressed. That way, if they do come 
in contact with rabid wildlife, they 
won’t get sick and they won’t pass 
it on to humans. “By vaccinating our 
pets, we are protecting ourselves.”     

Local shelters have banded together 
to host a free emergency rabies clinic 
at Pleasant Grove Park on Saturday, 
Jan. 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. Dogs must 
be leashed and cats in carriers and 
vaccinations will be given in your car. 

Human cases of rabies are extremely 
rare in the United States. The Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) estimates 
that only 1 to 3 Americans contract the 
virus each year. 

The last recorded human death from 
rabies occurred in the Charlottesville 
area in the spring of 2017. In that in-
stance, the victim was nipped by a 
dog during a trip to India and fell ill six 
weeks later, after her return to Virginia.

The woman’s death highlights the 
ripple effect a single bite can have on 
the community. According to the CDC, 
250 people who had come in contact 
with the woman were screened for 
possible exposure to the virus and 72 
ended up being referred for post-ex-
posure prophylaxis, or PEP.



18    |   FLUVANNA REVIEW  |   JAN. 2–8, 2020	 To advertise email: sales@fluvannareview.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 06-27-19 Issue

434-882-0415

• Residential
• Light Commercial 
• Repair
• Replacement
• Preventive Maintenance
• New Installs 
• Licensed and Insured

Serving Fluvanna and 
the surrounding area
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AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide or in other states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

NEED CDL Drivers?   Advertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach truck drivers.  Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS. $249 Installed. Includes 
Window, Labor and Free Exterior Trim Wrap. 
Maintenance Free. Lifetime Warranty. 5 Window 
Minimum. Free Estimates. Contractor: Ronnie 
Jenkins 804-238-4132

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your listings regionally 
or statewide.  Print and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court cost.  No 
court appearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook).  
757-490-0126 Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 
AD NETWORK

One-Stop Home Beautification

D&L
REMODELING

540-894-4745
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Decks & Porches
Kitchens & Bathrooms

Finish Basements & Additions

Here is your ad proof. Please let me know
if you want changes or not. (591-1000).

Thanks!
Fluvanna Review 03-11-10 Issue

Advertisements designed by the Fluvanna Review may not be
reproduced without permission by the Fluvanna Review

www.dandlremodeling.com
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 Detail Me Now

LOCATED IN CROFTON PLAZA: BP gas station area, 
off Lake Monticallo Rd. Office: Bld. 112, Crofton.

434.808.9247 |434.510.7239
detailmenowcville@gmail.com

LICENSED AND INSURED

• HAND WASHING 
• WAX & POLISHING 

• HEADLIGHT RESTORATION 
• COMPOUND LIGHT SCRATCH REMOVAL 

• INTERIOR FABRIC STAIN REMOVAL 

FR 1/2Please change FUMA
dates to this

FR 1/2
FR 1/9
FR 1/16
BB 1/17
SM 1/24

Proof #2

Landscaper
Housekeeper

Maintenance Worker

Kitchen Utility Worker

(Experience Required)
Call (434) 842-4340

Call (434) 842-4390

4744 James Madison Hwy. Fork Union, Virginia 23055

Benefits include a retirement plan, health, dental,
life insurance and meals provided depending on

the shift. The Academy is a Christian male 
boarding and day school that attracts students from
more than 30 states and 15 foreign countries. The
Academy offers our students a college preparatory

curriculum in a military-style environment. 

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 CLASSIFIEDS  $5 per Week
Contact Edee - edee@fluvannareview.com 434-207-
0221 or stop by our office at Crofton Plaza Building 
106, Suite 1. Payment: In advance. We accept: Visa, 

Master Card, Discover, checks & cash. 
For $10 your ad will appear in the next two is-

sues of the Fluvanna Review. Deadline for print 
ads is MONDAY BY NOON.

EVENT

BINGO: Closed for holiday break.  See you all 
in the New Year 2020. Opening again Thursday,  
January 9. Have a happy New Year. Bingo, Fire 
and Rescue Building at Slice Gate (off of Rte 
600/traffic light).  Questions? (434) 591-1018. 

FOR SALE

TWIN HOSPITAL BEDS: 2 Twin hospital beds 
at $45 each, dresser and night table, $45 
for both! Must pick up in Lake Monticello. 
Contact: (954) 292-8130. 

2004 SEADOO BOMBADIER: GLX Turbo 
Charged. (2) skis, trailer and 2 floating docks. 
Asking $12,000.  Located in Cuckoo’s Nest on 
the lake. Phone (410) 924-2707. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial Gardens 
and Monticello Memory Gardens. Significant   
savings! Call (434) 295-1750

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10-Ton Crush Run @ 
$ 200., 10-Ton #57 @ $265. Other stone/rock   
also available.  Pricing includes local delivery 
and *tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

HELP WANTED

FLUVANNA SELF STORAGE: Part-time, 20 
hours per week; Reliable; Both office and 
outdoor tasks; Strong customer service, both in 
person and on phone; Computer skills; Call (434) 
589-2222 or email: manager@storeFSS.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPTOMETRIC OFFICE COORDINATOR F/T: 
Energetic team player for busy Optometric 
office. Strong Computer experience 
needed. EHR and/or eyecare, medical office 
experience, Optical experience a plus. 
Potential to advance to Office Manger. 
Preference given to qualified applicants 
living in Fluvanna or near LMOA. EOE. Fax 
resume (434) 591-0111 or email: reception@
weisseyes.com or call(434) 591-0262. 	

REAL ESTATE

MAGGIE GUNNELS: Your Local Fluvanna 
Realtor. Connect with Maggie Gunnels at (434) 
960-8987 or Email: Maggie@gunnelsgroup.
com, or online at www.GunnelsGroup.com & 
www.Facebook.com/GunnelsGroup - Owner, 
Gunnels Group and Associate Broker, Long & 
Foster Real Estate. 

RENTALS

WILMINGTON CLUBHOUSE: Looking for a 
venue to host your party or event? Wilmington 

Clubhouse is available for rent at 1083 
Wilmington Road, Palmyra, VA 22963. For 
more information email: WilmingtonClub@
gmail.com or phone (434) 373-0985, or text. 

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT:  
MCR, 3661 Lake Monticello Road, Palmyra, 
VA.  For current home rentals: contact 
Genevieve at (434) 589-7653 or email: 
MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.com

SERVICES

QUALITY, LOVING PET CARE: for EVERY 
pet need, 10 years experience. Daily, weekly, 
overnights, occasional. Text or call Ellen (434) 
327-2977.

GREG’S LANDSCAPING AND TREE SERVICE: 
offering mulching, leaf removal, fertilizer/
reseeding grass/mowing, Tree pruning/
planting, removal of storm damage: tree 
limbs, branches, etc. on grounds. Call (540) 
556-2029 or (540) 556-0794. 

CARPENTER: For all your  home repairs, 
dry wall,  door locks/ dead bolts  installed. 
Furniture repairs: Table legs wobbly? Chair 
backs/seats need reinforcement? Dresser 
drawers not closing? Inside doors need 
planing?  Call me for FREE estimates. Tom 
Maschi (434) 293-9058.  

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE: Fluvanna 
Self Storage on Lake Monticello Road (Rte 
618) offers 2 convenient locations with both 
Climate Controlled and Regular month-to-
month rentals (24/7 availability),also locks, 
moving supplies, U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE  
manager. (434) 589-2222, email: manager@
storeFSS.com, or: visit: storeFSS.com, today!  

CLIMATE CONTROLLED SELF STORAGE: at 
Lake Monticello across from Food Lion Grocery 
Store. Jefferson Centre Self Storage features 
24/7 Access, On-Site Kiosk, Security Cameras 
and Month-to-Month Availability. Call (434) 
906-4030, email : Jeffersoncentre@cbsrentals.
com, or visit: jeffersoncentreselfstorage.com 
today! 

SPECIAL NOTICES

ATTENTION VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS: 
Do you know your Veterans Benefits? We Do! 
Virginia Department of Veterans Services: 
www.dvs.virginia.gov. Need help? Visit us at the 
Fluvanna Community Center by appointment 
only,  at 5725 James Madison Highway. 
Appointments are the first Wednesdays of each 
month from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Call Pamela 
Zirkle or Jeannette Flint at (434) 295-2782. 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS: Monticello 
Country Realtors supports local businesses. 
www.monticellorealtors.com (434) 589-3539.

WANTED

STONEWARE CROCK POTS: Looking to 
buy antique stoneware crocks and jugs.  
Call (434) 983-2847. 

COINS: I buy old coins. Call (434) 466-7968. 

2020 FSPCA SPONSORS NEEDED: 
Scheduling now open for year 2020 sponsors 
to help find forever homes for our shelter pets. 
Your business name with phone number and/
or email address or an individual’s special 
message/memorial may be printed under the 
pet photo. Call Edee at (434) 207-0221 or email: 
edee@fluvannareview.com, with questions/

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 01-02-20 Issue

Part–time Temporary 
Assistant Voter Registrar
Fluvanna County is seeking a part-time Assistant Registrar to help with 
voter registration, election preparation, and general operations in the 

office of the General Registrar and Electoral Board. This is a temporary position 
with guaranteed employment until June 30, 2020. The work schedule is 12 hours 
per week during regular business hours, with additional hours required for evenings and 
weekends during the Primary election period.

To succeed in this role, the candidate will have a high school diploma or equivalent and 
2+ years of administrative and customer service experience in a professional office.

Pay is $14.00 per hour. This position is not eligible for County benefits.

To Apply, submit a cover letter, references & County application to jobs@fluvannacounty.org. 
Position open until filled. EOE
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Cecil L. Cobb
3535 Carys Creek Rd.
Fork Union, VA 23055

Custom Home Builder

434-842-3953 
Cell: 434-962-4626

CecilLCobb@gmail.com

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 03-28-19 Issue

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 07-18-19 Issue

•OUTDOOR LIVING
•RETAINING WALLS
•WALKWAYS
•PAVERS
•DRAINAGE 

252.822.3749 | seanhardscapes@yahoo.com

Let us transform your landscape into a 
place you enjoy spending time in and  

entertaining friends and family.

You dream it
We Build it

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Owner, Sean FinneranCERTIFIED

434-589-5075
www.taylorlynhomes.com
email: tlhomesinc@gmail.com

Est.     1989

Edward B. Peed, Owner
Serving Fluvanna County & Surrounding Areas

Visit Our Visit Our 

Website Website 

for Client for Client 

TestimonialsTestimonials

J.J. Bevilacqua
434-589-8825
jjb@yourmanfridayva.com
www.yourmanfridayva.com

Licensed
Bonded & Insured

Free Estimates
References Available

Lake Monticello Resident

Affordable Handyman Services & Home Improvement
• House/deck power washing
• House painting exterior/interior
• Deck and porch remodeling/repair
• Deck and porch staining
• Window and door replacement

Your Man Friday Make A List 
Make One Call
We Do It All!Inc.

Or Just 
Ask!

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 04-18-19 Issue

Gutter guards installation •
Hardwood /laminate floor •

Electric and plumbing •
Drywall repair and replacement •

Roofing repairs •

INTERIOR/
EXTERIOR 

HOUSE 
PAINTING

FIND US
ON THE 

WEB
Look for current and past 

issues of the Fluvanna Review  
along with local news.

fluvannareview.com

Here is your ad proof. Please let me know if 
you want changes. (591-1000).

Thanks!
Fluvanna Review 12-06-18 Issue

Advertisements designed by the Fluvanna Review may not be
reproduced without permission by the Fluvanna Review

Full Service
Storm Clean-up
Gutter Cleaning
Stump Grinding

barberslawncare@aol.com • 434-981-6559

We use our 
fast and 
effective 

leaf vacuum 
systems

Schedule Your
Fall Leaf Removal 

TODAY!

Clean Up Your Lawn Before the Holidays

“The bitterness of poor quality lasts long after 
the sweetness of low price is forgotten”

PAINTING & STAINING Interior & Exterior
POWERWASHING Homes, Decks, Docks, Walks
HOME RENOVATION & RESTORATION
n Sheetrock and Plaster Repairs
n Craftsman Carpentry Projects
n Tile Removed and Replaced
n Basement Finishing and Remodeling
n Custom Decks, Docks, Walks, Retaining Walls
 www.insideoutpaintingplus.net

Inside/Out
Painting

434.906.1898

Plus

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 
09-12-19 Issue

get on the list

Decks, porches, docks, exterior & 
interior repairs, kitchens and baths 

built in cabinets and shelf units

 Office: 434-589-2561
Cell: 518-469-2939

tuckerloren40@gmail.com

Loren Tucker 
Fine Carpentry

High quality work, fair prices, custom 
woodworking a specialty 
30 plus years experience.

Licensed & Insured

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 02-29-19 Issue

call today 
& schedule!
434-981-8968Email:

landscaping@gardenkeepersofvirginia.com

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 10-31-19 Issue

434.989.9247
precision.lawnservice@yahoo.com 

www.precisionlawn.info
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2007 • FULLY INSURED

PRECISION 

LAWN 
SERVICE, LLC

CALL TO GET ON OUR 
LEAF REMOVAL LIST

Superior Lawn Care for 
Lake Monticello & Surrounding 

Areas at an Afforable Price.
1 Free Estimates

1 Monthly, Weekly, or One Time Service

Mountain
Laurel
Landscaping
Jeff O’Dell
Landscape
Contractor

Landscape Design & Installation
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals

Retaining Walls, Picket Fences
Walkways & Patios

Local Company

434-589-8218
mtnll10@gmail.com

Locally Grown Quality Plants
Available for You to Purchase

Here is your ad proof. Please let me know
if you want changes or not. (591-1000).

Thanks!
Fluvanna Review 10-01-09 Issue

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 10-24-19 Issue
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ACROSS
1 A Golden Girl
5 Office honcho
9 Draft holder

14 Kind of hygiene
15 Decomposes
16 Bygone Ford
17 Cutting the 

mustard
18 Like a slap
20 Reveal
22 Take over, as a 

loan
23 Radio problem
24 Body shop 

application
26 Asthmatic's 

device
28 Research sites
31 Full of pep
34 Coveted role
35 URL ending
36 "Death at a 

____" (2010 
comedy)

38 Col. Klink wore DOWN 40 Arrowhead 52 Second longest
one 1 Lines on a map material African river

41 It may be framed 2 Circle around 43 When soaps 53 Valuable veins
42 Potatoes, 3 Spicy dip usually air 54 Lose ground?

perhaps 4 Optional course 46 Wintertime 55 "What've you 
44 Crosswise, on 5 Scarf securer airport supply been ___?"

deck 6 "My bad!" 48 Willie Mays' 56 Battleship shade
45 Basket material 7 Church topper team, mostly 58 Stir up
47 Crowd disperser 8 Tax form ID 50 Old-fashioned 60 Match, in poker
49 Medicinal cure 9 Muscle malady rewards
51 December 10 Silvery strands

dangler 11 Stamina
55 Rougher on the 12 Doohickey

eyes 13 Connection point
57 Magician's 19 Bun, for one

secret exit 21 Jacket feature
59 Funeral parade 25 Juice extractor
61 Prefix with China 27 Joined by treaty
62 Recorded, in a 29 Lugosi of horror

way fame
63 Radiate 30 Peony part
64 Like some 31 Many miles off

cheddar 32 Fishing item
65 Some court 33 Trespass

hearings 37 Autumn 
66 Morays blossoms
67 Facial feature 39 Civil rights org.

Week of 12/23/19 - 12/29/19 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2019 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Last Week’s Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

P I A N O B R A G A D D S
A D D O N A I D E B O U T
W E A V E C L O I S O N N E
N A M E S A K E S P R U C E

L E E S S H U T T E R
A N G E L S S C A N
P O R T F O L I O K A P P A
E D I T P I N U P F L A B
D E T E R S C R I P T U R E

O G L E P R E S E T
V E S T U R E J E E R
I N T O T O P U S H C A R T
S T O N E W A L L E A G E R
I R O N T R U E A R E N A
T Y P E H E M P T E S T Y

Week of 12/23/19 - 12/29/19 

 

SUDOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2019 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Difficulty: Medium 
HOW TO SOLVE: 

Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku: 

Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 

contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

55 66 33
44 22

88 22 77
99 88 66
77 11 88

77 44
55 22

22 66 99 33
33 44 11

44 22 55 11 77 99 33 66 88
11 33 77 66 44 88 99 55 22
66 88 99 22 33 55 44 77 11
22 77 44 33 55 11 88 99 66
55 99 66 44 88 77 22 11 33
88 11 33 99 66 22 55 44 77
99 66 88 55 11 33 77 22 44
33 44 22 77 99 66 11 88 55
77 55 11 88 22 44 66 33 99

NATURE OF INCIDENT / TOTAL 
	
	 911 HANG UP 	 9
	 911 MISDIAL	  7
	 911 OPEN LINE 	 6
	 ANIMAL CONTROL CALLBACK 	 16
	 ANIMAL CONTROL FOLLOW UP 	 4
	 ADULT WELFARE/PUB SAFETY CHK 	 4
	 AGGRESSIVE ANIMAL 	 1
	 ANIMAL CARCASS 	 2
	 ANIMAL WELFARE 	 11
	 ATTEMPT TO LOCATE RECEIVED 	 3
	 BE ON LOOKOUT 	 18
	 CARDIAC ARREST 	 1
	 SHERIFF’S OFFICE CELL CHECK 	 1
	 CHEST OR CARDIAC PROBLEM 	 1
	 CHILD WELFARE/ABUSE/ENDNGMNT	  1
	 CIVIL PAPER RECEIVED 	 3
	 CIVIL PAPER SERVICE 	 29
	 COMMERCIAL BURG ALARM 	 18
	 COURTESY TRANSPORT	  1
	 DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY	  1
	 DISABLED VEHICLE	  8
	 DISTURBANCE	  8
	 ECO TDO CALL 	 2
	 FINGERPRINTS	  5
	 FOLLOW UP INVESTIGATION	  8
	 FRAUD 	 3
	 GUN PERMIT RECEIVED	  2
	 LARCENY/THEFT	  6
	 PHONE CALL RETURN 	 42
	 LIVESTOCK CALL 	 2
	 MAGISTRATE WALK IN 	 2
	 MVC WITH NO INJURY	  4
	 MVC W/ ANIMAL	  5
	 NUISANCE DOMESTIC ANIMAL	  1
	 OTHER LAW CALL 	 18
	 PRISONER TRANSPORT 	 2
	 PROJECT LIFESAVER RELATED CALL 	 3
	 RADIO/911 SYSTEM ISSUE 	 1
	 RESIDENTAL BURGLAR ALARM	  2
	 SEIZURE 	 1
	 SELECT PATROL	  77
	 SEXUAL RELATED OFFENSES	 1
	 SHOTS HEARD 	 3
	 SICK CALL 	 1
	 STRAY DOG	  10
	 STRUCTURE FIRE 	 1
	 SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY / PERSON 	 15
	 TIPS/ INFORMATION RECEIVED 	 1
	 DIRECT TRAFFIC/FUNERAL TRAFFIC 	 1
	 TRAFFIC HAZARD 	 1
	 TRAFFIC STOP	  58
	 TRESPASSING/HUNTING TRESPASS	  2
	 UNRESPONSIVE	  1
	 VCIN HITS RECEIVED 	 1
	 WARRANT CHECK IN/OUT 	 4
	 WARRANT RECEIVED 	 5
	 OUT SERVING WARRANT	  6

	 TOTAL INCIDENTS 	 450

CRASHES

MVC NO INJURY	                   11:14:50 12/25/19
800 BLK SCLATERS FORD RD	
MVC W/ ANIMAL	                  00:05:55 12/25/19
16640 BLK JAMES MADISON HWY 	
MVC NO INJURY                   	18:50:37 12/23/19
0 BLK NAYLOR LN
MVC W/ ANIMAL	                  17:16:07 12/22/19
190 BLK TURKEYSAG TRL	
MVC W/ ANIMAL	                   01:52:28 12/22/19
OLIVER CREEK RD & KATHYS LN	
MVC W/ ANIMAL	                   05:19:15 12/21/19
10240 BLK JAMES MADISON HWY	
MVC NO INJURY                    	17:28:53 12/20/19
20 BLK TROY RD
MVC NO INJURY                    09:53:41 12/20/19
4090 BLK JAMES MADISON HWY	
	 	
TOTAL CRASHES  8

 
ARRESTS

ARREST DATE:  20:14:00 12/21/19
ADDRESS: CHARLOTTESVILLE
POSS OF MARIJUANA 

ARREST DATE:  03:20:00 12/21/19
ADDRESS:  PALMYRA
DUI/DUID 

ARREST DATE:  03:27:33 12/25/19
ADDRESS:  CHARLOTTESVILLE
ASSAULT BATTERY FAMILY MEMBER

ARREST DATE:  17:50:19 12/20/19
ADDRESS:  SCOTTSVILLE, 
FRAUD USE OF LOTTERY MONEY

TOTAL ARRESTS    4

SHERIFF’S REPORT  DECEMBER 20–26

Byrd Chapel UMCCOMMUNITY CALENDAR
Rivanna Master Naturalist applications 

Rivanna Master Naturalist is accepting applications to the 2020 Basic 
Training Class. The class will meet Wednesday mornings from February 
to May. Applications are due Jan. 3. Application forms as well as details 

about the program and how to apply are available at  
http://www.vmn-rivanna.org/training/ 
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AetnA 
AlbemArle County FAir
All the Above mArine DetAiling
elizAbeth AlCorn For 58th
Alvis FArms
Amy rose miller blAis 
ArC oF the PieDmont
Armstrong lAnDsCAPing
AquA virginiA
AsbestCo 
AsiP For DelegAte
Asse stuDent eChAnge
Avenue reAlty - gerri russell
bArbArA goshorn PC 
bArbers lAwn CAre
beAle, DAviDson, etherington &  
  morris, PC 
beAutiFul gAte ministries
beltone AuDiology
ben huDson CAmPAign
bev gibbens estAte sAles
bill sykes/rADio Flyers 
blAir CArter PC
bybee’s roAD bAPtist ChurCh
CAmPbell FAmily  
CentrAl virginiA FenCing & Power 
  wAshing
CentrAl virginiA heAlth systems
Century link
ChArles AllbAugh CPA
ChArllottesville DogwooD FestivAl
CliP & gAils 
Cobb ConstruCtion
ColumbiA gAs
Community volunteer CoorDinAtor  
  oF FluvAnnA
ConCerneD Citizens oF lAke 
  montiCello
CountrysiDe uPholstery
CP musik stuDio
CunninghAm uniteD methoDist 
ChurCh
D & l remoDeling
DAy eleCtriC
DebrA kurre CPA
DetAil me now
DoDson brothers exterminAting
DogwooD restAurAnt
DogwooD villAge oF orAnge
DollAr generAl
Dolley mADison gArDen Club
Dr. stePhen FrAites, DDs 
Drs. weiss oPtometry
eFFort bAPtist ChurCh
e.w. thomAs groCery
eAst CoAst hArDsCAPes & Design
eriC hess 
evelyn’s ConFeCtions
FielD DAy oF the PAst
FinD homes teAm
First virginiA homes rentAls
FluvAnnA ACe hArDwAre
FluvAnnA AquAtiCs swim teAm-FAst
FluvAnnA Community singers 
FluvAnnA CorreCtionAl Center 
FluvAnnA County ADministrAtion
FluvAnnA County AmeriCAn legion
FluvAnnA County Arts CounCil
FluvAnnA County boArD oF  
  equilizAtion
FluvAnnA County boArD oF  
  suPervisors
FluvAnnA County ChAmber oF  
  CommerCe
FluvAnnA County eConomiC  

please
support

these
businesses

who
support us!

  DeveloPment Authority
FluvAnnA County hAbitAt For  
  humAnity
FluvAnnA County high sChool
FluvAnnA County historiCAl soCiety
FluvAnnA County humAn resourCes
FluvAnnA County PArks & reCreAtion
FluvAnnA County PlAnning Commission
FluvAnnA County PubliC sChools
FluvAnnA County sChool boArD
FluvAnnA County registrAr
FluvAnnA County sheriFFs oFFiCe
FluvAnnA County soCiAl serviCes
FluvAnnA County treAsurer
FluvAnnA emergenCy serviCes
FluvAnnA mAster gArDeners
FluvAnnA meAls on wheels
FluvAnnA nAACP
FluvAnnA rePubliCAn Committee
FluvAnnA selF-storAge
FluvAnnA sPCA 
FooD lion
Fork union AnimAl CliniC
Fork union bAPtist ChurCh
Fork union militAry ACADemy
Fork union selF storAge
Four County PlAyers
Fox memoriAl bAPtist
FreDeriCk w. PAyne esquire
FrienDs oF the FluvAnnA County  
  librAry
FrienDs oF robert lee wAre
Froehling & robertson 
gArDenkeePers oF virginiA
glAss sliPPer
glenDA howArD reAltor 
gooseheAD insurAnCe
grACe & glory lutherAn ChurCh
grAnD home Furnishings
grAybAr
green APPliCAtions
hAirstyles by miChelle
hAwthorne & hAwthorne PC 
historiC buCkinghAm inC.
home reCovery inC.
innsbrook lAw grouP
insiDe/out PAinting Plus
J. rAnDolPh PArker 
JAbA
JAmes river brewery

JAmes river reeling & rAFting
JAson sCott wAtson
Jenuine JeAns nAils, llC 
JeFFerson Centre selF storAge
JeFFerson PhArmACy
Jlk inC.
John DAviD gibson lAw 
keller williAms reAlty -  
  DonnA PAtton
kim hylAnD For treAsurer
knights oF Columbus 
kurt lehnert
lAke ChiroPrACtiC
lAke montiCello bingo
lAke montiCello Fire & resCue
lAke montiCello swim teAm
lAnDsberg home imProvement
lAyz s rAnCh
linDA lenherr For treAsurer
librAry oF virginiA
light ACADemy
liFeline sCreenings
loDge At olD trAil
long & Foster reAl estAte -  
  gunnels grouP
long & Foster reAl estAte -  
  mike himes
long & Foster reAl estAte -  
  tom morACe oFFiCe
loren tuCker Fine CArPentry
louisA Arts CounCil
louisA County Ag FAir
louisA nAACP
lowes
mAgnoliA lAne ProPerties
mAx & wAnDA hAsliP 
melissA butler tAx serviCe inC.
millenium seCurity Co.
miChie hAmlett Attorneys At lAw 
miChie tAvern
miller lAw grouP
minerAl FArmers mArket
montiCello
montiCello Country reAltors -  
  viCki wilson oFFiCe
montiCello Country reAltors -  
  ADele sChAeFer
montiCello Country reAltors -  
  rAnDy white
montiCello mulCh

moving ForwArD
mountAin lAurel lAnDsCAPing
nAtionAl CommuniCAtion towers
nest reAlty grouP -  
  roxAnne CArter-Johnston
nest reAlty - JACques gAtes
olD FArm DAy
oLLI - liFelong leArning, uvA 
orme FAmily Fitness
our lADy oF PeACe
PAlmyrA uniteD methoDist ChurCh
PAtriCiA burkett
PeDiAtriC AssoCiAtes oF  
  ChArlottesville
Persimmon tree PlAyers 
Phenix kitChens
PhysiCAl therAPy At ACAC
PieDmont virginiA Community College
PreCision lAwn serviCe
Prison FellowshiP ministries
PurPle mArtin FielD DAy
rAymonD bishoP mD FAmily meDiCine
reAl estAte iii - lAurie PArtner
re/mAx regenCy - lisA CAmPbell
re/mAx reAlty sPeCiAlists -  
  ruth guss
re/mAx reAlty sPeCiAlists -  
  JAy hurDle
rivAnnA heAring Center
rivAnnA wooDs FinAnCiAl /tAx serviCe 
roger robertson PAving, inC. 
robertson A-FForDAble heAting & Air
rosenberg & AssoCiAtes 
roy wheeler reAlty -  
  DAn & sue Ann Conquest
sACreD ACres FArm 
sAlon DeshAno 
senior solutions
seth e. twery, P.C.
sPeCtrum Fitness Center
sPring Creek Community grouP
sPring Creek FAmily Dentistry
stePhen FrAites DDs
strong teAm reAlty
sAints Peter & PAul CAtholiC ChurCh
sAlem uniteD methoDist ChurCh
sPrint 
suPer shoes
sweet Art emPorium
t-mobile
tenAskA 
tAvern on the JAmes
tAylor lyn homes
thistle gAte winery
thomAs JeFFerson heAlth DistriCt
tom mAsChi
trACtor suPPly
tri County reAlty - shAwn bolDen 
tuCker, griFFin & bArnes 
virginiA DePArtment oF  
  environmentAl quAlity
virginiA mArine resourCes Commission
verizon wireless- louisA
villAge sChool 
virginiA CooPerAtive extension - 4h
vPs-stAte FArm
weber City bP 
wenDy’s internAtionAl
west homes 
westminster CAnterbury
wilson reADy mix
williAms mullen PC
your mAn FriDAy 
zion uniteD methoDist ChurCh AnD  
  sChool
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BY PATRICK HEALY
CORRESPONDENT

Scottsville has a long history as 
a trading center. But this year the 
town did a deal like no other, when 
Town Administrator Matt Lawless 
was traded for Vietnamese Agricul-
tural Consultant, Thai Van Nguyen. 
(Mayor Nancy Gill remains mum on 
the matter of future draft choices.) Re-
cently, Lawless invited the Scottsville 
Monthly into his office to explain the 
ins and outs of it all. 

In October of 2018, the Interna-
tional City/County Management 
Association (ICMA) held its annual 
conference in Baltimore, Maryland. 
The convenience of this location at-
tracted Lawless, who attended the 
four-day conference to hobnob with 
his peers and improve his adminis-
trative chops. One of the opportuni-
ties he brought home was a program 
which would provide exchange ar-
rangements between American city 
managers and members of the Young 
South East Asia Leadership Initiative 
(YSEALI). The town’s application was 
accepted, and Scottsville became the 
smallest jurisdiction in the 2019 class, 
joining Dallas, Minneapolis, and Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee among other cities 
and towns. 

In May of this year, Thai Van Nguyen 
joined the town staff for four weeks of 

immersive administrative experience, 
James River Valley style. “He worked 
on our Small Area Plan.” says Lawless. 
“He was especially helpful directing 
our focus groups.”

Mr. Thai hails from the Mekong 
Delta region in Vietnam. According 
to Lawless, “He was quite taken with 
the area. He’s an avid cyclist and pho-
tographer, so we went running and 
cycling together. Everywhere he went 
he would take pictures.” 

Lawless and Thai day tripped 
down to Richmond, and also over to 
Amherst to attend a Monocan Pow-
Wow. Day to day, Thai worked on 
town business, strolled the streets, 
popped into the shops, and supped 
and sipped in the local cafes. Nights 
and weekends were for backyard and 
front porch ssitting; get-togethers in-
cluding a Game of Thrones themed 
party, the farmers market, local 
church services and, always, the river. 

“Everything here is completely dif-
ferent from his home.” says Lawless. 
“The hills, the biodiversity...the river 
is narrow.” On the other hand, the 
Mekong Delta is an alluvial plain of 
some 15,000 square miles, where 
tropical mudflats and rice paddies 
sprawl among numberless bayous, 
tidal creeks, and the river’s nine major 

Town Administrator’s Vietnam Sojourn                                                

channels. The word Mekong derives 
from an ancient phrase meaning Nine 
Dragons. 

Lawless went to Vietnam for two 
weeks over September and October. 
He was just as struck by the Mekong 
vistas there as Thai was by our James 
River scenery here.

“I never figured out which was the 
main channel.” says Lawless of the 
Mekong River. “I would look across a 
great river, and just past the far bank 
was an even greater river. The creeks 
were running the wrong way. It took 
me a while to figure out what was 
going on.” Around here residents 
know how creeks are supposed to 
work. The water runs down the hill, 
and into the river. What looked like 
creeks to Lawless are really just back-
waters of the Mekong River; the river 
water pushing out into its flat, tidal 
marsh surroundings.

Lawless accompanied Thai on his 

daily rounds, meeting with farmers, 
village councils, governmental of-
ficials, and women’s groups. Thai 
pointed out the importance of his 
meetings with this last category. 
Though he is an agricultural specialist 
- men’s business - he must also attend 
meetings about women’s health, 
child rearing, home economics, and 
the like. If he doesn’t, he’ll miss at 
least half of the local Ag story. As 
Lawless explains, “In mixed company, 
Vietnamese women will defer to the 
men, who then do all of the talking.” 

One of the biggest changes the 
Vietnamese government has imple-
mented in the Mekong Delta is the ra-
tionalization of land use. The old ways 
had created a hodgepodge of indi-
vidual or village paddies which had 
come about through complex webs 
of social, cultural, and agricultural tra-
ditions. Some of those traditions are, 
to one degree or another, still around. Matt Lawless sits in on an English language class at a local school.

We’re not In Kansas anymore, Toto. Thai Vann Nguyen and Matt Lawless go
 boating to examine a farmer’s field.
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To explain the melding of tradition 
with central planning, Lawless points 
to the Communist government’s ap-
proach to religion. “In theory, there 
is no religion in Vietnam. In practice 
it is more of a soft atheism. Over the 
years, government officials have 
seen that it is easier to implement a 
program if they can get the local Bud-
dhist monks on board.”

A big change is the replacement 
of traditional agricultural practices 
with modern, agri-business methods. 
“There is no biodiversity.” says 
Lawless. “None. The use of pesticides 
means there are no fish, no birds, no 
small animals; nothing but rice.” The 
new strains of rice, and accelerated 
growing methods produce higher 
yields which, of course, command 
lower prices. Traditionalists have 
argued that the older methods work 
better overall.

“There has been some push back.” 
says Lawless. “There are some organic 
farms here and there.” Farmers used 
to raise fish in their flooded paddies 
and have harvests of both fish and 
rice. And the rich river silt, in which 
the rice grew was fertilized by the 
fish droppings. According to Lawless, 
“Thai is helping farmers find markets, 
and better prices, for traditionally 
raised crops.” 

Another major change came with 
the more linear approach to the 
way paddies should be laid out. In a 
wetland world, the tops of the rice 
paddy dykes are where the most re-
liably dry land is found. Since the 
dawn of rice cultivation, the dykes 

have served as pathways among the 
paddies. Optimum usage of these 
paths is not found in a garden-maze 
pattern, zig-zagging among the 
flooded rectangles of rice, but in 
more of an urban grid pattern of 
dykes. Thus, a short stretch between 
small paddies can still serves as a farm 
lane. But by taking a Delta wide ap-
proach to the lay-out, the dykes can 
also serve as both inter and intra-vil-
lage roads, feeder roads, and main 
arteries. Not surprisingly, transporta-
tion has improved using the newer 
methods.

Says Lawless, “Most days, Thai com-
mutes about ten miles to work by 
biking along one of these dyke roads.” 

So, was anything gained by this 
administrative, cross-cultural pollina-
tion? Lawless is enthusiastically affir-
mative. “My strength is in surveys, not 
focus groups. They don’t do surveys 
in Vietnam, but use a focus group ap-
proach instead.” 

Which makes sense, given the cul-
tural differences between the U.S. and 
Vietnam. Americans are comfortable 
with the rat-a tat-tat of the love it or 
hate it list of questions, and its instan-
taneous statistical result. The Viet-
namese are not. It is said that Amer-
icans reinvent themsealves every 
day, while they revere tradition; snap, 
crackle, pop vs. a languid discovery of 
body language nuances.

“Not only did he run the focus 
groups [on the Small Area Plan], but 
he created a manual of procedures for 
us, covering group organization and 
direction. We will be using it as we 

move forward.” 
Lawless says he was able to offer 

some administrative guidance to his 
hosts, as well. “I stressed the impor-
tance of diversity, when planning.” 
Vietnam, like most places, has ethnic 
minorities, and indigenous tribal 
groups within its population. And, as 
in most places, those people have not 
often fared well in the decision-mak-
ing process. 

“No corruption.” was another point 
Lawless stressed. A lofty goal, certain-
ly; but America’s offended demand 
for accountability is preferable to the 
Vietnamese’s casual acceptance of 
the practice. “I really stressed local au-

tonomy.” says Lawless. 
On the whole, this trade looks like 

a win-win. The Ag consultant from 
the small market state taught us - the 
digitally driven denizens of the global 
colossus - how to talk to one another.

Going back the other way, our own 
buried-in-paperwork bureaucrat 
shared with a centrally planned, but 
traditions bound group the high-con-
cept secrets of our own unbound 
culture:

each of us counts; rule of law; and, 
less-is-more governance. 

Hats off to Mr. Thai, and Mr. Lawless!
 

Organic farmer Thanh Dat goes over some details with Thai and Lawless.

Channeling on the Mekong River. Photos courtesy of Matt Lawless.
Mekong Delta Vista. This Buddhist monestary sits on a piney knob above the 

floodplain. Looks like it’s laundry day on the patio.
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Forest Glen, Palmyra                          From $50,000
• The Country Is Calling You!
• All Available Lots Are Over An Acre
• Recreation Area and Walking Trails
Mike Himes 434-960-4407
michael.himes@lnf.com

39 Forest Drive, Lake Monticello        $264,900
• 5 Bedrooms and 4 Bathrooms
• Updated Kitchen
• Master Suite w/ Sitting Room & Fireplace
Gunnels Group 434-960-8987
Maggie@GunnelsGroup.com

62 Edgewood Drive, Lake Monticello    $349,000
• Great Water Views
• Two Master Suites
• Gourmet Eat In Kitchen
Tom Morace  & Diane Miller  434-962-1625
Morace@sprintmail.com

714 Gale Hill Road, Fork Union               $249,000
•  Brick Ranch On 3.49 Acres
•  Large Living Room With Fireplace
•  Updated Kitchen
Nina Monroe | 434-825-5298 
Nina.Monroe@longandfoster.com

4 Ponderosa Ln, Lake Monticello     $279,900
• Four Bedrooms
• Second Level Laundry
• Coveted Golf Course Area
Diane & Larry Miller 434-960-5856
DianeMiller@earthlink.net

9 Old Homestead Circle, Palmyra    $179,500
•  Water View
•  Vaulted Master Suite
• Updated Kitchen
Genevieve Reilly 434-414-4453
genevievearlinereilly@gmail.com
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454 Jefferson Dr, Lake Monticello   $265,000
• Large Eat In Kitchen
• First Floor Master
• Two Car Garage
Diane and Larry Miller 434-960-5856
DianeMiller@earthlink.net

1368 Rivanna Woods Rd, Fork Union     $475,000
• Pristine River Front Property
• Australian Cypress Flooring Throughout
• Two Oversized Master Suites
Tom Morace  & Diane Miller  434-962-1625
Morace@sprintmail.com

214 Troy Road, Troy                                       $234,000
•  Newly Refinished Hardwoods
•  New Paint Throughout
•  Finished Basement
Diane & Larry Miller 434-960-5856
DianeMiller@earthlink.net

17 Locks Court, Lake Monticello      $286,900
•  Golf Front
•  Open Floor Plan
•  Oversized Garage
Genevieve Reilly 434-414-4453
genevievearlinereilly@gmail.com

NEW LISTING

77 Riverside Dr, Lake Monticello           $274,900
• 4 Bedrooms
• Open Floorplan
• Vaulted Master
Genevieve Reilly 434-414-4453
genevievearlinereilly@gmail.com

NEW PRICE

1110 Bryants Ford Rd, Fork Union     $299,950
• Ten Acres
• Authentic Wide Plank Heart Pine Flooring

• First Floor Bedroom
Lisa Rogers 434-531-0064
Lisa.Rogers@LongandFoster.com

Ryan E. Schuett
Mortgage Consultant 

Direct: 434-422-7457 Fax: 844-398-2444
Email: Ryan.Schuett@phmloans.com
Website: ryanschuett.phmloans.com
NMLS #1540312

Financing available through Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC


