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RENTALS
29 Englewood Drive 
Lake Monticello | $1,175 month
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RENTALS 6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential
and second home owners who spend
extended time away from their  
Lake Monticello home. Providing care 
and security of your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.
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Home Watch SERVICE
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security of your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
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264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
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relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure
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Home Watch SERVICE
WE PROVIDE PEACE OF MIND TO RESIDENTIAL 

AND SECOND HOME OWNERS WHO SPEND EXTENDED 
TIME AWAY FROM THEIR LAKE MONTICELLO HOME.   

PROVIDING CARE AND SECURITY OF YOUR 
MOST VALUABLE ASSET.

Merry   
Christmas!
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Winner: Lynn Stayton-Eurell
Entry: First Virginia Homes

1st
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Thousands of visitors enjoyed Old Farm 
Day Saturday (May 4) under sunny skies at 
Pleasant Grove Park in Palmyra.

“With over 140 exhibitors and vendors, 
there was definitely something for everyone 
to enjoy at this year’s festival,” said Old Farm 
Day Committee co-chair Tricia Johnson.

Familiar favorite activities for children, 
like horse-drawn hayrides, pony rides and 
the petting zoo, put smiles on the faces of 
little ones. Live music, vendors and exhibi-
tors of all sorts, and a wide variety of food 
trucks made all generations happy.

The preview of the Farm Heritage 
Museum, where about one-third of exhib-
its are complete, drew crowds to see the 
antique and vintage agricultural equip-
ment. The new tasting garden, where visi-
tors could sample offerings from local vine-
yards, a local brewery, and a cidery under 
shade trees on the lawn of the historic 
Haden House was a particular favorite.

“This truly is Fluvanna’s favorite family fes-
tival,” said Johnson. “It is a wonderful thing 
to see folks from our community – from the 
littlest children to our elders – celebrating 
Fluvanna’s agricultural heritage together.”

Old Farm Day is hosted by the Fluvanna 
Historical Society, and is organized and run 
by the all-volunteer Old Farm Day Commit-
tee and community volunteers.

Old Farm Day draws thousands
SUBMITTED BY TRICIA JOHNSON

Ryleigh Kavanaugh
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Changing with the times: Fluvanna Review turns 40 helped significantly by giving the 
paper a loan to get it out of pressing 
debt.

Allen’s new philosophy revolved 
around turning the Review from an 
essentially one-man show into a busi-
ness. “I started hiring staff,” he said. 
“That was the only way it was going 
to grow, because one person can 
only do so much. Over time I hired an 
office manager, a designer, an editor 
and additional salespeople.”

In 2004 Allen also made the long-an-
ticipated jump into weekly produc-
tion. “We needed to be timelier with 
the news,” he said. “Our competitors 
at the time were the Central Virginian 
out of Louisa, which had a Fluvanna 
section, and the Rural Virginian, which 
was mostly Scottsville but had a little 
Fluvanna news. They were weekly; we 
weren’t.”

As the Fluvanna Review grew, Allen 
kept its mission intact. “We reported 
both sides of any hot topic facing the 
county and let the readers decide,” he 
said. “We tried to be unbiased. First 
and foremost our responsibility was 
to our readers, and secondly to our 
advertisers… We were the one paper 
that was all Fluvanna, all the time, and 
we wanted to be the best source of 
Fluvanna news.”

Monthlies
One competitor, the Rural Virgin-

ian, “started coming really hard after 
us in Fluvanna, trying to compete,” 
Allen said. “I thought the best defense 
might be a good offense.” So in 2002 
he began the Scottsville Monthly.

“The Scottsville Monthly was literal-
ly an overnight success,” he said. “On 
my first day selling advertising, I sold 
enough to cover the first year of ex-
penses. People in Scottsville loved 
having their own paper.”

In 2003 Allen started another 
monthly, this time in Buckingham. 
“Buckingham was the one county in 
Virginia that didn’t have a newspaper,” 
Allen said. “So I started the Bucking-
ham Beacon. The people embraced it 
with open arms.”

Pleased with the success of his 
two monthlies, Allen looked next to 
Orange County, and in 2005 started 
OC Magazine. “There was already a 
weekly paper there and I didn’t want 
to compete head-to-head, so we went 
with more of a magazine feel,” he said.

Then in 2008 Allen decided to go 

into Louisa, again using a magazine 
format for Louisa Life so as not to 
compete with the county’s existing 
newspaper. Next he looked to Greene 
County, but the Great Recession 
halted his plans. “I decided to batten 
down the hatches 
and ride it through,” 
he said.

All four month-
lies and the Review 
function under 
Valley Publishing, 
a company Allen 
created. While 
newspapers across 
the country are 
being bought up 
by media con-
glomerates, Valley 
Publishing remains 
a loyal Fluvanna 
company, located 
in Crofton Plaza off 
Lake Monticello 
Road. 

New era
As time stretched 

on, Allen felt the 
sense of burnout 
return. “I had been 
publishing for 12 years,” he said. “My 
plan in life was never to be a publish-
er – it just kind of happened that way.” 
He started looking for buyers.

Around the same time, two career 
newspapermen interested in running 
a local paper discovered the Fluvan-
na Review and liked what they saw. 
In 2010 Carlos Santos and Dave Ress, 
both former Richmond Times-Dis-
patch reporters, bought Valley Pub-
lishing. Santos took over as publisher 
and Ress stayed in the background as 
a silent partner.

One of the first things Santos did 
was establish a website for the Flu-
vanna Review. “It was primitive but it 
allowed us to have a daily newspaper,” 
Santos said. “That was big, because 
suddenly we were competing with 
the local TV stations.” Over the years 
Santos upgraded the website, culmi-
nating in last year’s launch of a sleeker, 
more streamlined format that also in-
cludes the monthly publications.

Santos, who had 33 years of expe-
rience as a reporter when he took 
over, initially wrote many of the news 
stories himself, and over time the Flu-
vanna Review developed a hard news 

edge. He doubled the number of 
color pages and focused on expand-
ing the paper’s reach throughout the 
county and into surrounding areas.

Now the five papers together have 
a monthly circulation of 46,000. The 

Fluvanna Review prints 6,300 copies 
each week delivered directly to 
homes at Lake Monticello, Broken 
Island and Sycamore Square, and 
available at over 100 key locations 
throughout Fluvanna, Albemarle, 
Louisa and Charlottesville.

One of Santos’ more influential 
decisions was to enter the Fluvanna 
Review into the Virginia Press Associ-
ation’s (VPA) yearly competition for 
journalism and newspaper design 
excellence. While the awards that 
began accumulating gave the Re-
view’s staff a sense of accomplish-
ment, their impact went further than 
mere validation. The paper’s journal-
ists and designers started pushing 
themselves to meet a higher stan-
dard – by writing better, digging 
deeper, asking harder questions, 
and designing with elegance and 
creativity.

The Fluvanna Review has won 88 
VPA awards since 2010 for breaking 
news writing, investigative journal-
ism, government coverage, column 
writing, advertising design, news 
layout, cover illustration and pho-
tography.

Looking forward
The news world has changed since 

the Fluvanna Review began in 1979. 
Local news in particular has suffered 
a tremendous blow, with many com-
munities around the country already 
finding themselves without reliable, 
objective information about what’s 
taking place in their hometown gov-
ernment, schools and law enforce-
ment agencies.

Producing a newspaper each week 
isn’t free. Staff members make modest 
salaries to support themselves and 
their families, and the costs of print-
ing, distribution and overhead don’t 
come cheaply.

Residents who value having a local 
newspaper – who appreciate not only 
the information provided but also the 
accountability enforced among those 
in power – need to speak with their 
dollars. It is a simple economic reality.

In the case of free newspapers like 
the Fluvanna Review, that means pur-
chasing advertisements rather than 
asking the paper to make repeated 
gifts of its time, print space and pub-
licity. Community newspapers like 
the Review do as much as they can 
to help the myriad worthwhile en-
deavors throughout their readership 
areas, but in the end – just like any 
other company – they need money to 
survive.

Santos reflected on that changing 
dynamic as he looked ahead to the 
paper’s future in the Fluvanna com-
munity.

“The Fluvanna Review has covered 
Fluvanna County news, good and 
bad, for four decades and we are cel-
ebrating that achievement. I’m proud 
of the paper and how hard our staff 
works every week to publish a lively, 
well-designed newspaper that accu-
rately reflects life in the county,” he 
said.

“No other media covers the county 
with our breadth and depth in news. 
No other media offers our reach for 
businesses that need to advertise.

“Newspapers all over the country 
are struggling and some are gone. 
We plan to be around a long time, but 
in the end it’s the community – both 
readers and advertisers – who make 
the final decision as to how long. I’m 
hoping for another 40 years.”

“The 18 years that I ran the 
paper were among the most 
satisfying years of my life. 
I learned on the job how to 
run a paper. I learned that 
sometimes it can be difficult 
and unpopular, but necessary. 
I learned to stand up for ethical 
and accurate reporting, to 
edit out poorly thought-out 
commentary and unfounded 
accusations.” – Len Gardner, 
Fluvanna Review founder
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roles: typing, advertising, layout, 
editing, reporting, special columns, 
bill paying, photography and dis-
tribution,” he said. “My wife, Doris, 
backed me up on almost all the jobs 
at the paper at one time or another.”

Though the volunteers received no 
salary, the money generated by the 
ads was more than enough to cover 
the paper’s expenses. So at the end of 
the year, Gardner would give his vol-
unteers a share of what the paper had 
made.

Over time, Gardner’s life grew 
busier. Once a mayor of a small town 
in Maryland, Gardner felt his political 
interest return. In 1992 he won elec-
tion to a seat on the Board of Super-
visors.

Passing the torch
“By 1995 the paper was running 56 

pages monthly in magazine format,” 
Gardner said. “It had become too 
big an enterprise to be run by volun-
teers. The Lake, and Fluvanna County 
as well, had grown into a significant 
market. A monthly publication was 
no longer adequate for news cover-
age or to serve the needs of the busi-
ness community. There was so much 
going on – if we didn’t go to a weekly 
paper someone else was going to 
come in and do it. I was just too busy 
at that point in time. I was the chair 
of the Board of Supervisors, and I 
couldn’t handle a weekly paper. So 
that’s when I recruited someone else 
to do it.”

Eric Allen, a Lake resident, graphic 
artist and former newspaper advertis-
ing manager, joined the staff in 1995, 
and when Gardner offered to sell the 
paper, Allen agreed. He took over 
as publisher in 1997 while Gardner 
stayed on as a silent partner.

 “The 18 years that I ran the paper were 
among the most satisfying years of my 
life,” Gardner said. “I learned on the job 
how to run a paper. I learned that some-
times it can be difficult and unpopular, 
but necessary. I learned to stand up for 
ethical and accurate reporting, to edit 
out poorly thought-out commentary 
and unfounded accusations.”

ing the Bulletin, which had grown 
to multiple legal-sized sheets. “The 
editor had to collect all the news, do 
most of the writing, do the typing, run 
off 200 copies on the Xerox machine, 
collate and staple them, and then 
stuff the paper into the mailboxes,” he 
said.

Becoming a newspaper
Four months after Gardner took 

over, the Lake Monticello Owners’ As-
sociation decided it would no longer 
subsidize the Lake Monticello News-
letter, as Gardner now called it, either 
financially or through use of its type-
writer and Xerox machine. Faced with 
the expense of printing in Charlottes-
ville and loath to ask for donations, 
Gardner decided to sell advertising in 
the Newsletter to defray its cost.

“I had no trouble getting adver-
tising,” Gardner said. “The advertis-
ers came to me because advertising 
in the Newsletter was the best and 
surest way to get their message to 
the growing population at the Lake.”

The Newsletter played an important 
role in Lake affairs, helping to secure 
individual mailboxes for homeown-
ers rather than clusters at the gates, 
and assisting in having Lake roads de-
clared fit for school bus travel.

In 1985 Gardner changed the name 
of the paper to the Lake Monticello 
Review, joking later that he selected 
the title because the monthly publi-
cation schedule made it impossible 
to do anything other than “review” 
the news.

But Gardner made a more import-
ant change from the moment he 
took over: including Fluvanna County 
news, not just Lake Monticello hap-
penings. After years of reporting on 
county Board of Supervisors meet-
ings, Gardner decided to adjust the 
publication’s name yet again to reflect 
its wider reach. And so, in 1988, the 
Lake Monticello and Fluvanna County 
Review was born.

Throughout the early years, 
Gardner relied on volunteers to keep 
the paper thriving. “More than 100 
volunteers served with me in many 

From simple beginnings as a one-
page monthly newsletter for Lake 
Monticello residents, the Fluvanna 
Review has grown into a thriving 
weekly newspaper covering news 
throughout Fluvanna County.

In the years since the first edition 
was printed in July 1979, the world 
has changed. While print once dom-
inated the market, now many people 
get their news from TV or online. This 
shift has affected advertising, and 
with online ads selling for pennies on 
the dollar, necessity has driven many 
once-free newspapers to sell sub-
scriptions to remain in business.

Through it all, the Fluvanna Review 
has spent the last 40 years publishing 
news affecting Fluvanna residents’ 
daily lives – for free. Its coverage of 
local government, schools, business, 
art, human interest and crime is un-
surpassed.

As the paper turns 40, the Fluvanna 
Review took the opportunity to look 
back through the years.

Birth of the Bulletin
The first house at Lake Monticello 

was built in 1971, and four years later, 
50 homes stood in the development 
– enough to necessitate a newslet-
ter. So in April 1975, five Lake resi-
dents got together and started what 
would someday become the Fluvan-
na Review.  

The first issue of the Residents’ As-
sociation News Bulletin, a one-page 
monthly newsletter, championed the 
paving of Route 600, which was then 
a dirt road.

The newsletter hummed along for 
four years until one pivotal day in July 
1979, when retiree Len Gardner, who 
had moved to the Lake a year earlier, 
volunteered to take over as Bulletin 
editor.

“There was a collective sigh of relief,” 
Gardner said in a 2014 interview. “No 
one else wanted the job. And as it 
turned out, no one else got a chance 
at the job for the next 18 years.”

The reason for the job’s unpopu-
larity, Gardner said, was the sheer 
amount of work involved in produc-

 Now 97 years old, Gardner stays in 
touch with Fluvanna Review staff and 
still occasionally attends Board of Su-
pervisors meetings. “I’m really pleased 
to be associated with the Review,” he 
said last week. “It has developed into 
a real county newspaper. It does a 
great job for the county.”

 Allen made several changes when 
he took over, but three stood out with 
lasting impact. He switched the paper 
to a tabloid format, which the Review 
still uses today. He began publishing 
every other week rather than once a 
month. But most significant of all, he 
changed the name of the paper one 
final time: to the Fluvanna Review.

Over the next two years, Allen’s re-
sponsibilities began to take a toll. “I 
was getting burned out,” he said in 
a 2014 interview. “I was the ad sales-
man, the editor, the designer and the 
delivery guy.” Plus, he said, he had 
never seen himself as a lifelong news-
paperman. So when an opportunity 
arose for Allen to go into the com-
puter business with a friend in Lynch-
burg, he decided to sell the paper.

Dismal days
In 1999 Allen sold the Review to a 

man who lived in Martinsville. “He 
planned to move up here, but it 
wasn’t working out,” Allen said. “He 
tried to run it from Martinsville.”

The task proved too difficult, and 
the paper started unraveling. Adver-
tisers grew angry with mistakes in 
their ads and began dropping out. 
The Review’s situation turned serious. 
“It was bankrupt on paper,” Allen said. 
“It had more debts than it had assets.”

Allen’s business venture hadn’t 
worked out, and merely a year after he 
sold the paper, he decided to return. “I 
bought it back for $1 and assumed all 
that debt,” he said.

Growing the business
Allen immediately got to work. 

“When people heard that I had 
come back, the advertisers who 
had dropped out jumped back in. I 
mended fences and put creditors at 
ease,” he said, noting that Gardner 

Changing with the times: Fluvanna Review turns 40
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR
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BY BLAKE BERRY  AND  TYLER HARRIS
FLUVANNA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM PROGRAM

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN WITH THE OVERSIGHT  
OF JOURNALISM TEACHER ELIZABETH PELLICANE

SPORTS IN REVIEW

Tennis
The Lady Flucos’ match against Louisa 

was part of a complete sweep of oppos-
ing teams across all varsity sports April 23. 
Girls’ tennis beat Louisa by an overall score 
of 7-2, with wins in singles from senior 
Adora Gamage (9-7), junior Sarah White 
(9-7), freshman Anja Bajs (8-2), senior Lydia 
Napier (8-2), and sophomore Molli White 
(8-3). In doubles, Sarah White and Nika Ack-
enbom took second (8-5), and White and 
Bajs took third (8-4). 

The boys’ team also took a win against 
Louisa April 23, with big singles wins from 
senior Eugene Chow and sophomore Billy 
Ruffa. The match ended in dramatic fashion 
with the team having to win a doubles 
match from a tie, which the Flucos took in 
the end, reaching seven points first. “This 
definitely shows that we’re getting better 
this season. Multiple comeback wins have 
shown that we’re learning and going to be 
successful,” said Coach Mitchell Pace.

The girls’ tennis team hosted top rival 
Monticello April 25. According to Coach Feda 
Morton, it was a “historic day for the Lady 
Flucos as they won three matches, the most 
they have won in recent years against Mon-
ticello.” The final score was 3-6 Mustangs, but 
Morton noted that “two very close matches 
could have easily gone our way.”

In singles, number two seed White and 
number three seed Bajs won 8-4 and 8-6, re-
spectively. Sixth seed White tied at 8-8 and 
lost the tiebreaker 7-2. In doubles, Napier 
and White won 8-4, while White and Bajs 
dropped a very close match 6-8 at the end. 
The team’s overall record is 6-4.

Softball
The JV softball team took a loss during 

their game against Louisa April 23, going 
2-11. Freshman Shelby Clements said, “I 
think we need to pick ourselves up when 
we get that low, and need to keep going.”

In another game held April 26, the JV 
team lost 4-15. “We didn’t play like we nor-
mally do. We just had an off day. Personally, 
I was a little off. Mistakes are like a chain re-
action,” said freshman Laci Kelley.

The varsity Lady Flucos won at Louisa 

April 23. The game was a 0-0 tie until the 
fifth inning, when senior Gracie Walton hit 
two runs, then made another in the sixth 
inning. “We had a really good game,” said 
Walton, adding “Catera Marsh had a really 
amazing play in center field, and Lindsey 
Ward had a huge diving catch.” 

Girls’ soccer
Varsity girls’ soccer took on Louisa April 

22. The game was moved to an earlier time 
than the team was used to, forcing the team 
to play in much warmer weather. Sopho-
more Kaitlin Bower scored the first goal five 
minutes into the match. After staying tied 
for the majority of the match, senior Madi 
Nazar scored in the last four minutes, bring-
ing the score to 2-1 and winning for the 
Flucos. “We played really hard and worked 
well together,” said Nazar. In their second 
game of the week, the Lady Flucos lost in 
a home game against Monticello by a score 
of 0-3.

The JV team also played a home game 
against Monticello, in which they tied after 
a long battle with a score of 1-1. In the first 
half, nobody on either side scored, but 20 
minutes into the second half, the Flucos 
were able to score a goal off of a penalty 
kick. Unfortunately, right after that, the 
Monticello team scored a goal of their own. 
“We played a lot harder than the previous 
game. We didn’t know what to expect going 
into the game because we lost against 
them earlier in the season,” said sophomore 
Gracie McWilliams.

Boys’ soccer
Varsity’s game against Louisa April 22 

brought the team a major win, with a 6-0 
victory. “We knew going in that we were 
the better team, and that we just needed to 
play hard,” said senior Finn McLaughlin. The 
first half of the game brought one goal for 
the Flucos, but the real success came in the 
second. “The first half didn’t go as planned, 
but we worked for what we were going to 
do in the second half,” McLaughlin said.

Baseball 
The JV team took a loss at Louisa April 23. 

At the third inning, the team was losing 0-2, 

but managed a comeback thanks to Nathan 
Dieter, Pierson Barnabei, and Daniel Camp-
bell, who all hit doubles, bringing the score 
to 5-2. However, in the end, the Flucos lost 
5-9.

In the April 25 game, the team won by a 
score of 11-8 in a home game against Mon-
ticello. “We started off slow, but towards the 
end of the game we made a comeback and 
I was relieved when we won the game,” said 
freshman Augustus Jones.

Meanwhile, varsity took a major win at 
Louisa April 23. Junior Kevin Ward pitched 
the entire game, striking out nine, with a 
final score of 2-0.

In their second game April 25, the team 
won by a landslide, with a score of 11-0. 
“The bats finally heated up, and we hit the 
ball better than we have been. We came into 
the game confident that we were going to 
win,” said sophomore John Travis.

Track
The track meet held April 24 was more 

of an informal duel between Orange and 
Fluvanna since the Flucos have Districts 
coming up next week. Still, the Flucos 
came out on top of Orange. In the throwing 
events, junior Eli Hartzog got first in shot 
put and discus, senior Joshua Elliott got 
second in shot put, and sophomore Aydon 
Duenas got fourth in shot put. “Personally, 
it’s been a rough season, but I’m glad I’m 

still able to compete,” said Duenas.
Coach Rose Brogan noted that the team 

did very well overall and a few individuals 
also earned a few personal records. “We had 
the advantage being on our track,” junior 
Kieri Hart explained. “You feel more confi-
dent on your own track. The heat was bad. 
I was really happy with my 200, but could 
have done better in the mile and long 
jump,” she added.

Boys’ lacrosse
In anticipation of their away game against 

Monticello April 25, sophomore Jacob 
Collier said, “Going into this game we’ve 
had some doubts about Monticello, but our 
energy is incredible and I think we can take 
a w[in].” Reality, however, struck hard as the 
team took another devastating loss to the 
Monticello team, with a score of 2-19.

The JV team also played an away game 
against Monticello, which they lost with a 
score of 1-6. “We played well, but we need 
to work on defense,” said freshman Joseph 
Sawyer.

Girls’ lacrosse 
The Lady Flucos’ game against Orange 

went sour April 24, with a loss of 8-17. “We 
got outrun, and we just need to come to-
gether as a team to win in the future,” said 
senior Sadie Connor.
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In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

Changed Th e days of the week to match dates
1/2 Vertical size

All text copied from Full page ad
Th eme:Spring Concert 

Runs: 05-02-19 Fluvanna Review
proof #1

The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.

Biggest stories, from page 7

See Biggest stories, page 15
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File photo of  Sen. Tim Kaine

Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
Wood
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-03-19 Issue

GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 

Biggest stories, from page 8

File photo of Steve NicholsFile photo of dedication ceremony 
attended by Gov. Ralph Northam 

will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.

AWARD: THIRD PLACE
Category: Government writing
Winner: Christina Dimeo
Entry:
•     Supervisor frustrations take  

center stage at budget vote
•  CIP funding reveals difficulty  

in elected official dynamics
•  Recapping the  

10 biggest stories of 
2018
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Reporting is solid and  
the writer grasps the 
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In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

Changed Th e days of the week to match dates
1/2 Vertical size

All text copied from Full page ad
Th eme:Spring Concert 

Runs: 05-02-19 Fluvanna Review
proof #1

The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.

Biggest stories, from page 7

See Biggest stories, page 15

File photos  of Richard Glenn 
Spadlin and Kevin Michael Moore

File photo of Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr.

File photo of  
Rep. Denver Riggleman

File photo of  Sen. Tim Kaine

Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
Wood
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-03-19 Issue

GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 

Biggest stories, from page 8

File photo of Steve NicholsFile photo of dedication ceremony 
attended by Gov. Ralph Northam 

will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.

FLUVANNAREVIEW.COM MAY 2–8, 2019   |   VOLUME 39, ISSUE 17   |   ONE COPY FREE

Quirky Contest Showcases Art 
Crafted from Books 

PAGE 12

Veterans Sought to Honor 
Comrades in Arms

PAGE 8

Old Farm Day Adds New 
Tasting Garden

PAGE 21

Track and Field Teams  
Destroy Competition

PAGE 23

Supervisor Frustrations Take 
Center Stage at Budget Vote

Board Raises Taxes 3.6 Percent 
PAGE 6

6    |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |  MAY 2–8, 2019 To advertise email: sales@fluvannareview.com

In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

Changed Th e days of the week to match dates
1/2 Vertical size

All text copied from Full page ad
Th eme:Spring Concert 

Runs: 05-02-19 Fluvanna Review
proof #1

The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.

Biggest stories, from page 7

See Biggest stories, page 15

File photos  of Richard Glenn 
Spadlin and Kevin Michael Moore

File photo of Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr.

File photo of  
Rep. Denver Riggleman

File photo of  Sen. Tim Kaine

Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29
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GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 

Biggest stories, from page 8

File photo of Steve NicholsFile photo of dedication ceremony 
attended by Gov. Ralph Northam 

will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.


