The Fluvanna Review wins three VPA awards

VPA

Virginia Press
Association

AWARD: FIRST PLACE
Category: Page Design
Winner: Amelia McConnell
Entry: Design and Presentation

SUBMITTED BY TRICIA JOHNSON

Thousands of visitors enjoyed Old Farm
Day Saturday (May 4) under sunny skies at

“This trly is Fluvanna’s favorite family fes-
tival? said Johnson. It is a wonderful thing

“With over 140 exhibitors and vendors,

- from the
littlest children to our elders - celebrating
Fluvannas .

¥
to enjoy at this year'sfestival? said Old Farm
Day Committee co-chairTrcia Johnson.

Familar favorite activities for children,
like horse-drawn hayrides, pony rides and
the petting 200, put smiles on the faces of
fttle ones, Live music, vendors and exhibi-
tors of al sorts, and a wide variety of food
trucks made all generations happy.

The preview of the Farm Heritage
Museum, where about one-third of exhib-
its are complete, drew crowds t0 see the
antique and vintage agricultural equi
ment. The new tasting garden, where vi
tors could sample offerings from local vine-
yards, a local brewery, and a cidery under
shade trees on the lawn of the historic
Haden House was a particular favorite.

ld Farm Day is hosted by the Fluvanna
Historical Society, and i organized and run
by the all-volunteer Old Farm Day Commit-
tee and community volunteers,
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Old Farm Day draws thousands
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BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From simple beginnings as a one-
page monthly newsletter for Lake
Monticello residents, the Fluvanna
Review has grown into a thriving
weekly newspaper covering news
throughout Fluvanna County.

In the years since the first edition
was printed in July 1979, the world
has changed. While print once dom-
inated the market, now many people
get their news from TV or online. This
shifthas affected advertising, and
with online ads selling for pennies on
the dollar, necessity has driven many

Through it all, the Fluvanna Review
has spent the last 40 years publishing
news affecting Fluvanna residents’
daily lives ~ for free. Its coverage of
local government, schools, business,
art, human interest and crime s un-
surpassed.

As the paper turs 40, the Fluvanna
Review took the opportunity to look
back through the years.

Birth of the Bulletin

The first house at Lake Monticello
‘was built in 1971, and four years later,
50 homes stood in the development
- enough to necessitate a newslet-
ter. So in April 1975, five Lake resi-
dents got together and started what
would someday become the Fluvan-
naReview:

The first issue of the Residents’ As-
sociation News Bulletin, a one-page
monthly newsletter, championed the
paving of Route 600, which was then
adirt road.

The newsletter hummed along for
four years until one pivotal day in July
1979, when retiree Len Gardner, who
had moved to the Lake a year earlier,
volunteered to take over as Bulletin
editor.

“There wasa collective sigh of relief”
Gardner ina 2014 interview. "No
one else wanted the job. And as it
turned out, no one else got a chance
at the job for the next 18 years”

The reason for the jobs unpopu-
larity, Gardner said, was the sheer
amount of work involved in produc-

ing the Bulletin, which had grown
to multiple legal-sized sheets. “The
editor had to collect all the news, do
most of the witing, do the typing, run
off 200 copies on the Xerox machine,
collate and staple them, and then
stuffthe paper into the mailboxes; he
said.

Becoming a newspaper

Four months after Gardner took
over, the Lake Monticello Owners' As-
sociation decided it would no longer
subsidize the Lake Monticello News-
letter, s Gardner now called it either
financially or through use of ts type-
writer and Xerox machine. Faced with
the expense of printing in Charlottes-
ville and loath to ask for donations,
Gardner decided to sell advertising in
the Newsletter to defray its cost.

“I had no trouble getting adver-
tising! Gardner said. “The advertis-
ers came to me because advertising
in the Newsletter was the best and
surest way to get their message to
the growing population at the Lake”

The Newsletter played an important
role in Lake affairs, helping to secure
individual mailboxes for homeown-
ers rather than clusters at the gates,
andassisting in having Lake roads de-
clared it for school bus travel.

n 1985 Gardner changed the name.
of the paper to the Lake Monticello
Review, joking later that he selected
the title because the monthly publi-
cation schedule made it impossible
to do anything other than *review"
the news.

But Gardner made a more import-
ant change from the moment he
took over:including Fluvanna County
news, not just Lake Monticello hap-
penings. After years of reporting on
county Board of Supervisors meet-
ings, Gardner decided to adjust the
publication’s name yetagain to reflect
its wider reach. And so, in 1988, the
Lake Monticello and Fluvanna County

Throughout  the early ~ years,
Gardner relied on volunteers to keep
the paper thriving. "More than 100
volunteers served with me in many
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roles: typing, advertising, layout,
editing, reporting, special columns,
bill paying, photography and dis-
tribution;” he said. “My wife, Doris,
backed me up on almost all the jobs
atthe paper at one time or another.”

Though the volunteers received no
salary, the money generated by the
ads was more than enough to cover
the paper's expenses. So at the end of
the year, Gardner would give his vol-
unteers a share of what the paper had
made.

Over time, Gardners life grew
busier. Once a mayor of a small town
in Maryland, Gardner felt his political
interest return. In 1992 he won elec-
tion to a seat on the Board of Super-
visors,

Passing the torch

“By 1995 the paper was running 56
pages monthly in magazine format,”
Gardner said. “It had become too
big an enterprise to be run by volun-
teers. The Lake, and Fluvanna County
as well, had grown into a significant
market. A monthly publication was.
no longer adequate for news cover-
age or to serve the needs of the busi-
ness community. There was so much
going on - if we didn't o to a weekly
paper someone else was going to
come in and do it. | was just too busy
at that point in time. | was the chair
of the Board of Supervisors, and |
couldn't handle a weekly paper. So
‘that's when | recruited someone else
todoit”

Eric Allen, a Lake resident, graphic
artist and former newspaper advertis-
ing manager, joined the staff in 1995,
and when Gardner offered to sell the
paper, Allen agreed. He took over
as publisher in 1997 while Gardner
stayed on as asilent partner.

“The 18 years that | ran the paper were
among the most satisfying years of my
life; Gardner said. "l learned on the job.
how to run a paper. | learned that some-
times it can be difficult and unpopular,
but necessary. | learned to stand up for
ethical and accurate reporting, to edit
out poorly thought-out commentary
and unfounded accusations.”

To advertise email

Changing with the times: Fluvanna Review turns 40

Now 97 years old, Gardner stays in
touch with Fluvanna Review staff and
still occasionally attends Board of Su-
pervisors meetings.“'m really pleased
to be associated with the Review; he
said last week. "It has developed into
a real county newspaper. It does a
great job for the county”

Allen made several changes when
he took over, but three stood out with
lasting impact. He switched the paper
t0 a tabloid format, which the Review
still uses today. He began publishing
every other week rather than once a
month. But most significant of all, he
changed the name of the paper one
final time: to the Fluvanna Review.

Over the next two years, Allens re-
sponsibilities began to take a toll. “I
was getting burned out’ he said in
22014 interview. "l was the ad sales-
man, the editor, the designer and the
delivery guy” Plus, he said, he had
never seen himself s a

helped significantly by giving the
paper a loan to get it out of pressing
deb

Allen's new philosophy  revolved
around turning the Review from an
essentially one-man show into a busi-
ness. | started hiring staff” he said
“That was the only way it was going
10 grow, because one person can
only do so much. Over time | hired an
office manager, a designer, an editor
and additional salespeople”
1n2004Allen also made the long-an-
ticipated jump into weekly produc-
tion. “We needed to be timelier with
the news? he said. "Our competitors
at the time were the Central Virginian
out of Louisa, which had a Fluvanna
section, and the Rural Virginian, which
was mostly Scottsville but had a little
Fluvanna news. They were weekly; we
weren't”
As the Fluvanna Review grew, Allen
kept its mission intact. “We reported
both sides of any ot topic facing ¢ (he
county and let the readers d
said. "We tried to be unbiased. Fus\
and foremost our responsibility was
t0 our readers, and secondly to our
advertisers.... We were the one paper

paperman. So when an opportunity
arose for Allen to go into the com-
puter business with a friend in Lynch-
burg, he decided to sell the paper.

Dismal days

In 1999 Allen sold the Review to a
man who lived in Martinsville. “He
planned to move up here, but it
wasn't working out,” Allen said. “He
tried to run it from Martinsville

The task proved too difficult, and
the paper started unraveling. Adver-
tisers grew angry with mistakes in
their ads and began dropping out.
The Review'’s situation turned serious.

“It had more debts than it had assets”

Allen's business venture hadn't
worked out, and merely a year after he
sold the paper, he decided to return.“I
bought it back for $1 and assumed all
that debt; he said.

Growing the business

Allen immediately got to work.
“When people heard that | had
come back, the advertisers who
had dropped out jumped back in. |
mended fences and put creditors at
ease” he said, noting that Gardner

,all the time, and
we wantad to be the best source of
Fluvanna news!

Monthl

One competitor, the Rural Virgin-
ian, *started coming really hard after
us in Fluvanna, trying to compete,”
Allen said. "l thought the best defense
might be a good offense” So in 2002
he began the Scottsville Monthly.

“The Scottsville Monthly was literal-
ly an overnight success” he said. “On
my first day selling advertising, | sold
enough to cover the first year of ex-
penses. People in Scottsvile loved
having their own paper:

In 2003 Allen started another
monthly, this time in Buckingham.
“Buckingham was the one county in
Virginia that didn't have a newspaper”
Allen said. “So | started the Bucking-
'ham Beacon. The people embraced it
with open arms.

Pleased with the success of his
two monthlies, Allen looked next to
Orange County, and in 2005 started
OC Magazine. “There was already a
weekly paper there and | didn't want
to compete head-to-head, so we went
with more of a magazine feel; he said.

Then in 2008 Allen decided to go

into Louisa, again using a magazine
format for Louisa Life 50 as not to
compete with the county’s existing
newspaper. Next he looked to Greene
County, but the Great Recession
halted his plans. " decided to batten
down the hatches

and ride it through.’

edge. He doubled the number of
color pages and focused on expand-
ing the paper’s reach throughout the
county and into surrounding areas.
Now the five papers together have
a monthly circulation of 46,000. The

he said “The 18 years that | ran the

Al four month-
Iles and the Revrew

Val\ey Pubnshmg,

glomerates, Valley
Publishing remains
a loyal Fluvanna
company, located
in Crofton Plaza off
Lake  Monticello
Road.

paper were among the most
satisfying years of my life.
Ilearned on the job how to
run a paper. | learned that
sometimes it can be difficult

Looking forward

The news world has changed since
the Fluvanna Review began in 1979.
Local news in particular has suffered
a tremendous blow, with many com-
munities around the country already
finding themselves without reliable,
objective information about what's
taking place in their hometown gov-
emment, schools and law enforce-
ment agencies.

Producing a newspaper each week
isn'tfree. Staff members make modest
salaries to support themselves and
their families, and the costs of print-
ing, distribution and overhead don't
come cheaply.

Residents who value having a local

and unpopular, but y.
Ilearned to stand up for ethical
and accurate reporting, to

edit out poorly thought-out

newspaper - n
the information provided but also the
accountability enforced among those
in power ~ need to speak with their
dollars. Itis a simple economic reality.

I the case of free newspapers like
the Fluvanna Review, that means pur-

New era

As time stretched
on, Allen felt the
sense of burnout
return. I had been
publishing for 12 years,” he said. “My
plan in life was never to be a publish-
er— it just kind of happened that way."
He started looking for buyers.

Around the same time, two career
newspapermen interested in running
a local paper discovered the Fluvan-
na Review and liked what they saw.
In 2010 Carlos Santos and Dave Ress,
both former Richmond TimesDis-
patch reporters, bought Valley Pub-
lishing. Santos took over as publisher
and Ress stayed in the background as
asilent partner.

One of the frst things Santos did
was establish a website for the Flu-
vanna Review. "It was primitive but it
allowed us to have a daily newspaper,”
Santos said. “That was big, because
suddenly we were competing with
the local TV stations” Over the years
Santos upgraded the website, culmi-
natingin last years launch of a sleeker,
more streamlined format that also in-
cludes the monthypublctions

Santos, who had 33 years of expe-

rience as a repmlev when he took
over, initially wrote many of the news
stories himself, and over time the Flu-
vanna Review developed a hard news

y and

accusations.” - Len Gardner,
Fluvanna Review founder

Fluvanna Review prints 6,300 copies

available at over 100 key locations
throughout Fluvanna,  Albemarle,
Louisa and Charlottesville.

One of Santos’ more influential
decisions was to enter the Fluvanna
Review into the Virginia Press Associ-
ation's (VPA) yearly competition for
journalism and newspaper design
excellence. While the awards that
began accumulating gave the Re-
view's staff a sense of accomplish-
ment, theirimpact went further than
mere validation. The paper’s journal-
ists and designers started pushing
themselves to meet a higher stan-
dard ~ by wiiting better, digging
deeper, asking harder questions,
and designing with elegance and
creativity.

The Fluvanna Review has won 88
VPA awards since 2010 for breaking
news writing, investigative journal-
ism, government coverage, column
writing, advertising design, news
layout, cover illustration and pho-
tography.

chasing rather than
asking the paper to make repeated
gifts of its time, print space and pub-
licity. Community newspapers. like
the Review do as much as they can
to help the myriad worthwhile en-
deavors throughout their readership
areas, but in the end - just like any
other company - they need money to
survive.

Santos reflected on that changing
dynamic as he looked ahead to the
paper’s future in the Fluvanna com-
munity.

“The Fluvanna Review has covered
Fluvanna County news, good and
bad, for four decades and we are cel-
ebrating that achievement. I'm proud
of the paper and how hard our staff
works every week to publish a lively,
well-designed newspaper that accu-
rately reflects life in the county,’ he

sai

“No other media covers the county
with our breadth and depth in news.
No other media offers our reach for
businesses that need to advertise.

“Newspapers all over the country
are struggling and some are gone.
We plan to be around a long time, but
in the end it's the community - both
readers and advertisers - who make
the final decision s to how long. I'm
hoping for another 40 years”

T 207.0223
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Tennis

The Lady Flucos' match against Louisa
was part of a complete sweep of oppos-
ing teams acrossal variy sports Aprl 23
Girls'tennis best Louisa by an overallscore
of 72, with wins in singles from senior
Adora Gamage (9-7), junior Sarah White
97), freshman Anja Bajs (82), seor ycia
Napier (8-2), and sophomore Molli White
{8-3). In doubles, Sarah White and Nika Ack-
enbom took second (8-5), and White and
Bajs took third (8-4).

The boys team also took 2 win against
Lovisa Aprl 23, with big singles wins flom
senior Eugene Chow and sophomore Bnly
Ruffa fashio

BY BLAKE BERRY AND TYLER HARRIS
FLUVANNA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM PROGRAM

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN WITH THE OVERSIGHT
OF JOURNALISM TEACHER ELIZABETH PELLICANE

April 23. The game was a 00 tie until the
fifth inning, when senior Gracie Walton hit
two runs, then made another in the sixth
inning, “We had a really good game; said
Walton, adding “Catera Marsh had a really
amazing play in center field, and Lindsey
Ward had a huge diving catch”

Girls’ soccer

Varsity girls' soccer took on Louisa April
22.The game was moved to an arle ime
thanthe team was used o forcing the team
to play in much warmer weather. Sopho-
more Kaitlin Bower scored the first goal five
minutes into the match. After staying tied
for the majority of the match, senior Madi

with the team having to win a doules
match from a tie, which the Flucos took in
the end, reaching seven points first. This
definitely shows that wefe getting better
this season. Multiple comeback wins have
shown that we're learning and going to be

successful?said Coach Mitchell Pace.
The girs' tennis team hosted top rival
di d

, bring-
ing the score to 2-1 and winning for the
Flucos. “We played really hard and worked
well together” said Nazar. In their second
game of the week, the Lady Flucos lost in
ahome game against Monticello by a score
of 0.

The JV team also played a home game
gt Monticello,in which they tied after

Morton, it was a “historic day for the Lady
Flucos as they won three matches, the most
they have won in recent years against Mon-
ticello? The final score was 3-6 Mustangs, but
Morton noted that “two very close matches
could have easily gone our way."

I singles, number two seed White and
numberthree seed Bajs won 8-4and 8., re-
spectively. Sxth seed White tied at 8.8 and
lost the tiebreaker 7-2. In doubles, Napier
and White won &4, while White and Bajs
dropped a very close match 6-8 at the end.
The team’s overall record is 64,

Softball

The JV softballteam took 2 loss during
their game against Louisa April 23, going
211, Freshman Shelby Clemens said, "
think we need to pick ourselves up when
we get that low, and need to keep going.

In another game held April 26, the V
team lost 4-15."We didrit play ke we nor-
mallydo.We just had an off day. Prsonally,
was alte of. Mistakes arelike a chain re-
action; sid freshman Laci Keley.

The varsity Lady Flucos won at Louisa

ascore of 1-1. I the first:
mw nobody on either side scored, but 20
minutes into the second hal, the Flucos
were able to score a goal off of a penalty
Kick. Unfortunately, right after that, the
Monticello team scored 2 goal of their own,
‘We played a lot harder than the previous
game.Wedidn't know what o expect going
into the game because we lost against
them earlier i the season said sophomore
Gracie McWiliams.

Boys’ soccer

Varsiy's game against Louisa Aprl 22
brought the team a major win, with 2 60
victory. "We knew going in that we were
the better team, and that we just needed to
play hard, said senior Finn McLaughlin. The
st hafof the game brought one goal for
the Flucos, but the real success came in the
second. “The first half didn't go as planned,
but we worked for what we were going to
doin the second half; McLaughlin said.

Baseball
‘The JV team took a loss at Louisa April 23,
Atthe third inning, the team was losing 0-2,
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Dieter, Person Barnabei, and Daniel Camp-
bell,who al it doubles, bringing the score:
t05-2. However, in the end, the Flucos lost
59,

Inthe April 25 game, the team won by a
score of 11-8n a home game against Mon-
ticello."We started off slow, but towards the
end of the game we made a comeback and
1 was relieved when we won the game? said
freshman Augustus Jones.

Meanwhile, varsity took a major win at
Louisa Aprl 23. Junior Kevin Ward pitched
the entire game, striking out nine, with
final score of 20,

I their second game April 25, the team
won by a landslide, with a score of 11-0.
“The bats finally heated up, and we hit the
ballbetter than we have been.We came nto

. said Duenas,

Coach Rose Brogan noted that the team
did very well overall and a few individuals
also earned a few personal records.“We had
the advantage being on our track! junior
Kieri Hart explained. You feel more confi-
dent on your own track. The heat was bad,
1 was really happy with my 200, but could
have done better in the mile and long
jump; she added.

Boys'lacrosse

Inantiipation o theiraway game against
Monticello April 25, sophomore Jacob
Collier said, “Going into this game we've
had some doubts about Monticello, but our
eneray s incedible and I hink we can take
awlin]”Reality, hovever, struck hard s the
team took another devastating loss to the
with a score of 2-19.

the that w0
win aid sophomore John Travis.
Track

‘The track meet held April 24 was more
of an informal duel between Orange and
Fluvanna since the Flucos have Distrcts
coming up next week. Stll, the Fiucos
came outontop of Orange. Inthe throwing
events, junior Eli Hartzog got first in shot
put and discus, senior Joshua Elott got
second in shot put, and sophomore Aydon
Duenas got fourth in shot put. “Personally,
it been a rough season, but Im glad I'm

The JV team also played an away game
against Monticello, which they lost with a
score of 1-6."We played well, but we need
to work on defense; said freshman Joseph
Sawyer.

Girls'lacrosse

The Lady Flucos' game against Orange
went sour Aprl 24, with a loss of -17. We
got autrun, and we just need to come to-
gether as a team to in in the future? said
senior Sadie Connor
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HOME WA TCHSERVICE

We provide peace of mind to residential and
second home owners who spend extended
time away from their Lake Monticello home.
Providing care and security of

your most valuable asset.

OF MIND
priceless!
f

Give us a call for details
50 you can relax,

RENTALS] 29 Englewoad Drlve

xh

6 Sandy Beach
L i |$1.7

Full Property Management
Made Easy!

FREE Property Management Consultation
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

OF MIND...

| RenTaLs Horseback Lane

Lake Monticello [$1,175 month

PEACE
priceless!

Give us a call for details
50 you an relax.

HI’J’ W’IIJH SERVICE

We provide peace of mind to residential and second
home owners who spend extended time away from their
Lake Monticello home. Providing care and security of

your most valuable asset.

3526 Dogwood Drive
$1,200/month

Fluvanna Count

48 Bolling Circle
la#e Monticello

51,500 month

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $900/month

6 Sandy Beach

Foodlion Shopping Center

Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh
e

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D

Commercialspace at busy shopping
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

HOME WA TCHSERVICE

We provide peace of mind to residential and second
home owners who spend extended time away from their
Lake Monticello home. Providing care and security of

your most valuable asset.

Lal eMon

|

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!
FREE Property Management Consultation
First\/irgmiaHomesRentaIs@yahoo com
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48 Bolling Circle
Lake Monticello| $1,500 month

o|s| 175 month

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $900/month

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D

Foodlion Shoppirig Center
Commercialspace at busy shopping

centerin Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

HOMEWAT:

We provide peace of mind to residential and second
home owners who spend extended time away from
their Lake Monticello home. Providing care and

WERE KEEPING
YOUR HOME

Call for details

security of your most valuable asset.

| [ReNTALS] 1 Horseback Lane

Lake Monticello [$1,150 month

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $880/month

6 Sandy Beach
Lake Monticello| $1,75

264 Turkeysag Tra:l llmt D
Foadlion Shopping Cent

Commerdalspotga iy shopping
centerin Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!
FREE Property Management Consultation
FirstVirginiaHomesRentaIs@yahoo com
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FREE Property Management Consultation
FirstVirginiaHomesRentaIs@yahoo com

434.589.3958 I?-ﬁfm 434.589.3958
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« Supervisor frustrations take
center stage at budget vote

« CIP funding reveals difficulty
in elected official dynamics

« Recapping the
10 biggest stories of
2018
Judge’s comments:
Reporting is solid and
the writer grasps the
issues important to
the community.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage

at budget

vote

Board raises taxes 3.6 percent

BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR.

I unexpected displays of passon,four of
the e Fuvanna County supervisos delv-

the superitendent is coming and saying, |
and yout

n

erOriensid

rations a5 the board prepared Wechesday

havetodothat”

you need another penny, need another o
i

Lter O'Brin apologizeforasing is voice

tp
ates,
The vote to raise tases o 925 cents, up.
36 percent, barey squeaked by with 2 32
argin. Supervsors Don Weaver and Tony.
Brien voted aganst the decision for oppo-
site reasons,

Sheridan: Ask - don't preach
e thevot,ChleMikeShrdan tackid
o he

wptions.
List Wednesday  supenvisors debated
‘Whether to place $300000 into the general

crease by apeny. One penny on th tax ate

thathecontin

gatethetaxrate”he sad to Weaver"think ou

Just Foanna s th sote and the fdec
govemmnt

O’Brien: Save in advance or
pay with debt

Last week | hesrd the chair of the Schoal

i, launching into the longest speech of

county that supervsors ignore coe services,
such a fir and rescue, schools and law en
forcement. Acwal, Sheridan said, each
budget increasewil go direcly toward a core:
er's alot of folks out hereand they ke
o tak about alftrths. And they lke to do
alotofpoiningfigers and chest thumping
e dechred.

“Anybody who's got questions

about where we're

.

understand tht presureIfee tht resure.
8utat theend ofthe dy ther st one vote
that e made o'y o make his countybetter
thafel bad bout”
Budget

Shzman Mxxmd the conversaion on
pasing 2019 tox rates and a fiscal year 2020
(V20 budget

Supervisor Tish Eage, the oy board

equallzed rate of 893 conts. “We've worked

g our

money, ask - don’t preach.”

bucdget:Is there anything that you see there
that we don't ned? These are theonly places
wete gone

chairof the Board of Supervisors

core service 1o ourcounty 10 our people

on sk oty fthe b s,
seting 838,129 n

CIP funding reveals difficulty in
elected official dynamics

BY CHRISTINA DIVEO
EDITOR
A detailed discusson over aseeming-

budget or the capital improvements
plan €

ments plan indicates that the projects

fine items ke new ambulances and
buses, or ool i buid

s County g of Supervirs
and School Boar,

The respectfl conversation between
the boards Wednesday aftemoon (Feb.
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board
holds the pursestrings o another

. schos e kg th Bosd
of Supervisors to up their funding by
almost 1 millon, for a tota of $18:4
millon.With the uptick of one penny on

ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such s community pools
and spray parks, though these are per.
petwally pushed into later years and
never,as of v, enacted.
Schooltechnology money st nthe CP
a5 well and on Wednesday, both boards

budgetforthe purpose of boosting Flu-

OBrien said

It makes sense, then, to revisit what
the rules are and what the expectations.
are, because | can tell you in my short
time in this o, that's been alitle con-
fusing?sid Gilam.

Saving $50000 per year for fve years
witin the regular budget would not
work, both boards agreed, because the.
schools don't have a savings account.

School Board member Andrev Pulen
said per-pupil expenditure st a good
way to judge school performance.Its
ot the big picture he sl

Brenda Gillam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for nstrucion and finance,
said that a lower per-pupll expendi-
ture amount shows sacifices are being
made. "fm not saying that wefe not
roviding a qualty basc educaton to

Some school technology ems are.
bigricket one-time investments  that
meet the requiremens for incusion in

$309,000,this request represents 2 32-

0.2 potential $250000 server upgrade

comeinto play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Superv
sors doesnit have control over how the
School Board spends its money. Su-
dollrs, and then the

thetax e at 525 cents by a -2 vote (Weaver
and Oien dissetin).

Booker sid she i vant to raie taes
Papern 25 Sl o -

School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a hearfltplea
forbettr technology inthe schools and
decide o aise thei itzens'tax ate to

gize?she

peope ke o talk in halftuths and ac ke
e just going out here...aing and spend

Board ol teling how
- go through every penny to make sure that
things are in the right place? Booker said. "1

theevening”
hoo.

nextyear

once the money was in School Board

Jou were going to need 2 new school n this

“The budgets toa high a5 far a3 fm con.

body fivolously.he sad.“And wefe not
herdan pointed out tht 30 cents f the
S25-centtanrate, i, goes -

Would just rather

hooks”
The school system isour core service We
*Booker

for tha schoal? Because i you 't sart
saing money fo that school thenyou have 1o

vecty o the county's b Fovanna therefore:
efectivelyfunctions on a tax ate of 625 cets,
esad

Brow furowed, Sherdan fnshed. His
specch: Anybody who got questons about
wihere wefe spending our money,ak - don't
preach

said emphatcally. Technalogy cannot fall
behind. | think its criminal theye scufling

Orien wanted to put more money into
the general fund. “We ae now working with
budgetsthat e exremely tght,and we are

On the other hand, the schools arely,
if eve, receive all the money they ask
forand must make needed adjustments
when budget realties force them 10
choose between, for example, technol-

“How many people buy their houses for
cash OB asked.”

nology”
Weaver: “Just raise taxes”
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustraton that gover

and scrambling is criminal
The schools need four new buses bu are
viling to delay buying two 50 that they can

ment s 0 raising taves a5 2
soluton
“Tvebbeenin private business st of my e,

it the it costs money. And that money goes
e buds

The 2019 tax aes e

A thatsjust a matter offac...Soyou cant
e 1 s, Oy o okt s

~Residentialpersonal propery: $4.35 per
5100 valatio;

lhs(wmvmxmenmmm nomaney invest
nginoits fuure?
Tthas? said Weave,

valuaton;and
Machineryantons $1.90 pr 100
valuation

e Supenisors passed the FY20 copial im-
uporade therservernstead.They il buythe  peiate busines does? Weaver said. ‘Prvate
future” amount of $4266610. The budget and capial
over-a situation ue -
those atthe meetingdescribed s ey approsimately how much theye gong o sidriy. thecounty's websieat fuvannacountyrg
the schooks’ Su- ;
Yeah,
future fal

pen
trtion The st couple o years s amostike
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tonards that
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canctually taketheburden ffthe homeown

To advertise email: salesafluvannareview com

s dynamic can lead to fustration
between the boards

On Wednesday aftemaon, these feel
ings spilled o a conversation over
how money should be allocated

Capital improvements
plan

every ki shesa
that you give up 25 a community when
you have alower per-pupi expenditure.
That's jus the facts”

atthe end ofthe year.
“That's why it needs to be in the CIE"
said County Administator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
\sues of control between the two
boards understandably eist. Neither is
rjing to cicate to the other bu thei
missions - to best seve thlr espctive
constents -can confictatbudget ime.
Supervisors want to
they rise s specfclly to meet
2 need within the schol system, the
money wil be spen for tht purpos
and the need will ot reappear the fol-
lowing year 35 a pressing unaddressed

know that when

Baseline funding
once o th

hoolsyst

“We want to see bonafde big-rock
technology? he sad. We don't want to
see you buying keyboards and things
coming through the CIP*

Supervisor Trsh Eager sad the Plan-
ning Commission has
with expenses tucked nto the CIP that
don'tactually qualfy forsuch placemen.

been concerned

the accountants, that is -
ieter s gt g0 it (o
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Perpupil expenditre s oughly cal
culted by dviding the school budget
by the number of students i th dis-
et Fovanna's per pupi expendituren
fscalyear 2017 (Y17) was $10557. That
puts t fourtlowest i the are, ahead
of Cupeper, Orange and Greene. Buck.
ingham, Louis, Goachland, Madison,
Albemarte, Nelson, Charlottesile, and

the stat avrage come n igher
Any money alocated to the schools
. not factor into per-pu

that
the Board of Supervisors can' earmark
school mney for particular purposes.
sl

ey comes to the schools
mmughme(\?meth\smustspend

spent on day-to-day education and o,

for example, the cost of

drivechildren toschool.
Both boards acknowledged this ealty

Wednesday, but neither voiced opin

the buses that

following year the schools wil receive
at least the same amount of money.
One year' funding level becomes the.
next year's "baseline fundings and the
schools typically as for more on top of
m

™ sy s g s
are usually
Sationl doas sough. Whie the
schools FY20requestisfor $18 4millon,

both boards will mostly focus on the
almost $1 millon fgure, as that is the
amount of new money sought

If school technology dollars are al
located i the regular budget, they
become partofthe baseline funding for
the ollowing year

Money allocated in the budget for &
Chvomebook replacement cycle would

bout in terms of

forthe expense. Buthether thisactual-
Iy happens s confusing, hesaid
“Thats the problem... Here's where

actually happen?” OBrien said. “Thats
an example of where e [supervisors

But when the School Board receives
o fulfil ts

planto priotizethe greatest needs, and
resist what can be
their autonomy to spend the money as
they think best

If the schools dortt allocate budget

seen s a reach into.

you guys (the School Board] wanted to
spend money on technalogy, o there.
was a wedge put in the CIP because it

SHE 15 APPROX. 3 YEARS OLD!
il et et et Dy,

sothericesheesalf decied o ame me Ve

s quaranteed. You had to spend ton
that because you canft spend it on any-
thing else”

Nichols sad the ssue s complicated.
“Idoritknow how tosolve that e said
st st e e e o

R th st Bt o
Supervisors. feels that we got an

gave a marked increase for anything.
“We give you an amount of money and
you spend it 3 you deem appropriate
sad Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna
schoolteacher.
Winkder rephrased. “Wheris the last

tme this board gave us whatever in-
rease it was that you thought any
portion of that ncrease was going i
rectly toward technolog

“Everysingleyears il At
same moment Sheridan said,"Last year”

Winkder was cearly surprised.

Sheridan said that he has seen new
technology i the schools.

“We gott through CIP said Winkler:

Nichols cisagreed. Out of last year's
budget, he said, you spent..some of
that...on technology... Trerefore there.
isa sunk base

Conversaton shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed

every year, about whe
should be,needs to e figured out”sad

ichols.
School Board Chair Pertie Johnson,
who along with Pullen were the two
School Board members In attendance,
spoke passionately on behalf of her
board

Tresly oy atenin,howee o nd o ther
i

A bigger expense, such as the
5250000 server upgrade, should be
dealtwith throughthe CI both because

The very name of the capital improve.

MarcH s, 2019

should be moved into the. regular

itis
50 that it does not nfate the baselne,

st e oy . s come s h me s

Tamspayed, o igped,and o dte nvcines
andpversthes

onsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-501-1000

207.0223

We don't just ask for add, add,

put them up on the valland went

Trouoh the with peope sng
ight there that it affected. It was

uncomfortable but important, and

we did it and we did t again, and

we costed it out

down, and this budet requestlis

1t we nartowed it

Schools
request
almost

$1 million
more in FY20

“The schools have requested $991319 in

I wih, rather than feeling penal-

229 forthe transparency of looking

at costs and what we can change,

youil rathe than penaizeus,rust

s that we want the same thing you
"

foratotaof$18 4 millon.
Staff aises - a minimum of 3 prcent -
and step ncreases accountfor 890000 of
therequest
e

wanshe. SRS
. Supervisors oppered concemed. Nigh T projected to
"OBren  cressetol,
e students from thi year,which tsefsaw an
“Just that when v put ncrease o 3 studens rom last e

those potentil cuts and seize on

them as unnecessary expenses
Saperors and coumy st

seemed sobered, and assured the

otons nesded e  hh st
nglshtescher,a igh school physical ed-

ealth teacher, a igh school
elctive teacher, 2 igh schaol special ed-

ton teacher The schools have requested
i
logynesds s Cromebai

parency has been welcome.
The budget before was mystery
mbo jumbor Nichols said
to Winkler. "Quite frankly, your
predecessor (former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board
are laying it ot 0 the community
because its the community’s tax
payer dolars.

account for $600.000 of therequest. Al of
ur servers in the tech buikding wil be
SRR A
needtoplanon that and we won't
e thespaon ecompanyduets
theageof theservers.
Other needs make up $60000 of the
request The schools want to increase sub-

185 3 really good dialogue; he
continued. It doesn' mean youre
going 10 get every penny you ask
forthi

homebound teacher,
“We havert ncreased sub pay snce fve
een her, i eightyears?sad Winkle Sub-

are going to have to make lots of
decisions that might be hard, but
s not because they'e penalizing
Iyoul, Its Just because...we have
t0 sometimes make hard decisions,
and. sometimes that means...we

ot ne o e
Sheridan said that supenvsors
udget

e said. Wete trying to work with
yalland do everything we can”

stiute teachers
rently eam $75.50 per dy,he sad. Subst-
tutes withouta college degree ea less. He
Wants toraie their pay by 5.

Strting a fild hockey team would
requite a one-time $20,000 nvestment
“Just about every VHSL school around here
has fed hockey for gl e sic.

requests do not 2dd up
o the nearly $1 milion tota n requested

e o several factors, the most
x\gmﬂcmlawﬁkh s expected adeitonal
state funding,

Sup'!rwsurs arescheduled to inlize the
budget and tax ates Aprl 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.
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Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018

BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From conroversies aver logos and

busy one for Fuvanna County Here, in
o parculr order,ar the 10 biggest
Soresof 201

Cor y roils over
rainbow F logo

Fusannas most mense contoversy
of 2018 nleshed cer 3 equest fom
Saens in the high shoof’ Allance
. group fo LGBTO Gesbian. gy
el ransgender and gueen) sudnts

SALE DATE JANUARY2.3.4.5

Camaton ot

GROCERY SPECIAL “SDELL#
o

Palmyra@Rt. 15&Rt.53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY
4245898412

Mongay - Samxday

6:30 At 1o 7 pt
Sunday- 9510 5 pi

Snatur i T Bore fam 139

ssntl vy Peanu Buter . 25
oges g Bas ... %3
s %
ww Chil Sparling Waor ...
om0
DAIRY & FRDZEN
Kat Sedded hoese

New Yok Sirip Steaks
250

54,
Snature st vunwmm

ofthe Fiuca logo.

st st Dec. 10 mesting hat he e
invesigation concluded o one on the

ers beaing he rainbow Flogo to teach
ers and saff o display inthls rooms as
2 sign of & safe space” for LGETO s
dems

Superntendent Chuck Winkler pre-
sented the clus request (0 the School

fesoron oo

Fleptoool

Board in an Ot
meeting
Somehow Rob Schling, a radio host
and blogger or the conservatve Bearing
Drif websie, ended up with a color
picture of the formal request feter. On

10 closed sesson

il Fre
Egg0 Premium Wafes mithfield Pork Spare Ri.
Essental Everyday Bocco nu.mnlmnrmmussn

Nov 2, equest was
made publc Schillng posid 3 column
entled “The culire wars come
Flavanaa.” in which he described the

PRODUCE SPECIALS
b 3199

LUNCH & FROZEN
Eserl byt 299
200

People packed a Now 7 School Board
meeting expressing views both for and

No decision was reached Dec. 19
cither. School Baard member Andrew
Pullen did not attend the mecting and
i o espond 1 equests for comment
2510 why In his absence the board plt
2.2 Gohnson and ey Stewartfo he
logo. Charies Ritenhouse and Brenda
Pace aains). The boasd will tiscuss the
ainbon Ffor  fourthtime an. .

Farm Heritage Museum
dedicated

File photo of Fam Herlage Museum at
Plasant Grove.

Aferyears of planning the Farm e

The 5110 milon project includes 3

ity nsor” s 0 3 CVC

Fovanna,

ou 85 pescent of
P wit abo D6 poins of
serice Dominion Vrgini Fowerservs

T ahone s v, it
ocal and long disance calig i the
contnental US. for $20.99 a an addor

theather
Expanding imernes access and.
paciy for Fuvanna residents and s

Biggest stories from page 7

percent) while Republican candidate
Corey Stewart tonk 5,759 voes (483
percend Liberarian Mt Waters ool

20 e

oter turmous was higher this year
than in prvious midterm lections OF
the 18,543 regitered Fuvanna vocers,

count of conspiracy o comnie murder

Residents had the apcion of sppesing

Biggest stories flom page §

using a irearm

What e 0 the arest of the two Al

2014 micerms by

4 years has ot

495 percent

10 new jobs in Flvanna,
e presnt Gy o e

o copeainpo e
clcricy 1o rural area in the 19305
Just e inthos ey days he cooper
v has decided that i no ne cise wil
st o sl
will do it oursives
o cwsomen
CUEC aims t0 have servic o the Zion
Crossroads area by he end of this yar,
In subsequent years it wil expand it
network throughou the county, s will
o ac

iy as parered with
CVEC 10 apply for a broadband gran

the Board of Supervisors Aug. |

hampered. Businesses are aso unlkely

from the Virginia
it This grand would help defray
the cosis (0 bring broadband 10 the Co.
i i

grant heips o supplement con

Powanna e e g, CVEC

Flavanas Economic Development

‘The courty expects 0 find outsometime

00000 in
ax rebatesfor the porion of the project
being completed in the county. CVEC's
nvestments in Fanna wil bring i

Fle photoof

Fluvanna picks winning
didaty rejes

et its deicaron A, 4

e lavanna Hisoical Socieyspear
headed the ffort toconstuct the bar
ke muscum, which il house 3 collec
tionof anique farm equipment donated
bylocalfarmer ohn May.and his family.

The museum cost sighty over
5500000 10 construce. The hisiorical

been sansfied.
cvees

pload speeds wil be the same on the

ep.Denver iggleman.

meals tax

et in the Nov. 6
eocion for Demorat Tim ane for U,

or the 5 Distice. Kaine and Rigleman voes 4.3 percn.

both o ther raes,

il photo of Sen Tim Kaine

Riggleman carned 6,168 Fuvanna
votes (515 percen), whie Democraic
candidate Lesle Cockbun took 5,785

Votes flaty rfected Fuvanna Coun-
o

Fle photos of ichard Glenn
Spadin and Kvin Michael Moore

thecaseevenvually wentcold

o men Ot

Each has been charged wih one elony

Suspects arrested in cold

Jesse Morgan Hicks. Je disappeared
from Fanna Couny 14 years ago ind

ing the exact location where Hicks body.

i schded for 3 ey
iy trial june 17 in Abemarie. Moore
s se for  hearing e

being held at the Albemarie Charotes.
villeRegionalJail

he men are

Home values increase 4.7

But Abemarle County polce arrested

The e of Fiavanna homes in
creased by an average of 4.7 prcent, ac
cording t information presented o the

Fl photoofJesse Morgan Hicks, . Baard of Superisors Oct. 3 by Randy

Wi, assesor for Pearsons Appraisal

11 i connecion with is

Excluding Lake Monticello county
properties ncreased by 5.4 perent Lake.
Monicel

percent

The Board of Supervisors ored April
110 increase the real esate tax ate by
abou 3.5 prcent,from 90.7 cents per
$100 aluation 1959 cents

A resident who owns a house vlued st
5200000 now pays S64 more per year
in eal e s, or 2 ol f $1 875

Thevote also passed the §77.6 mllon
budger for fiscal year 2010, which
xtches from July 1, 2018, through June

Superisors ept ather tx ates steady
from s year. The persona propety tax

personal propeny tax s $2.90, and the
machiney and ool sx i §1.90

Thre cents of the 3 2-cent incresse
came from costs assocised wih the
Zion Crossroads watr system and the
E911 radio projct.

e the LMD o ssue  polcy viola
tion o cvers who faed t2 come 0 3
completestop at siop sgns.

N

Under the policy,f  Lake residents
st or hired contract warker were
Stopped for minor specdng. the so-
alled complance ticket would g0 o he
resident whos responsivle”for anyone
they e he gatesunder the omeon,

plance Commitce 1 they desired 1
angue hei cases.

Ditctorfom Brschwsite and he bosrd
o thatone acor i hei decision was
th loss o reveru ta LMOR. which docs
ot beneli from cotnty court fines and

ates with 3 vot of 4-1 (Supervsor Don
Wever dissenting.

Lake Monticello
implements, then drops,

court hearings.

Bt aJune 21 meeting Board Pres
dent ichard Baringer i, It urnsout
wecan' do hat

I our prate police force uses the
St systemto check for wants and war
st

policy

s we e a1 e 3
county ncker

atended by Go. Rlph Northar

will contineto o and operat the -
s, and Cental Virgiia Eecrc Co-
wrsced 1o buy

operaive (CVEC) s c
he output from bt plarsfor the next

e of the National Rual

A roup of abou 75 people gathered
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam
gave a speech, sying tha nvesment

resignaton leer. 1 aiso fook forvard
® fewer mestings, more travel, and the
ime 1 bocome & more accomplished
oot off,gophes and gl in my reie

Nichalspraised Fuvanna Coury siall

‘Nichols will urn 65 yesrs o inJune

For a sports recap of 2015, see page




