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Eligible items for SNAP
(Supplemental Nutri� on Assistance Program)

You can use SNAP benefi ts at the
Mineral Farmer’s Market to buy:

*Foods for the household to eat, such as 
fruits and vegetables, herbs, meats, poultry, 
eggs, breads, nuts, mixes and cereals, fi sh & 
dairy products.

*Seeds and plants to produce food for the 
household to eat.

*Matching funds are made possible 
through VA Fresh Match. Swipe your
SNAP EBT and we’ll give you up to
$30 in Fresh Match tokens to spend
on fresh fruits & vegetables per week!

No hot, prepared foods. Not redeemable for cash.
No change given. See Market Manager to redeem!

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 01-16-20 Issue

Prettypetals

Gerri Russell, Designer
434 531-9581

prettypetalsdesingers@gmail.com

           •  Custom Floral 
Arrangements

                        •  Weddings
                • Celebrations of Life
         • Holiday Arrangements

Construction Construction 
Consulting Inc.Consulting Inc.

Construction Consulting Inc., is a 
Class A Contractor specializing in 

all types of construction.
• We do anything from kitchen 
and bathroom remodeling to 

whole house renovation. 
• Garage additions, landscaping, 

and light excavations,
 driveway grading.

• We bring your ideas 
and dreams to life.

• Our company has 35 years of 
experience in all types of 

construction, commercial to
 residential. 

• We can make your project an 
enjoyable experience.

For more information:
Phone: 434-906-7298

email: rbobo7@yahoo.com    
Palmyra, Va

Added contact information
to bottom of ad

1/8 Vertical
Using logo and a landcaping art work

for name
Used text given
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informaiton 
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Rick Wells DC

• CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTING
DRY NEEDLING • CORRECTIVE EXERCISES

• CORRECTIVE STRETCHING
• CUSTOM FOOT ORTHOTICS

• LIFESTYLE ADVICE • ESSENTIAL OILS

RickWellsDC.com

Call Today For An Appointment
434589-8005
9 CENTRE CT, PALMYRA
M,W, & F noon - 5pm | T & TH  7am - noon

Thinking of
Selling?

Locally Owned: 3661 Lake Monticello Rd, Palmyra, VA 22963

Gunnels Group helps achieve our buyer clients’ dream of homeownership and our 
seller clients transition into their next phase of life.  We are dedicated to offering 
our clients thoughtful advice, thorough guidance, and attentive customer service.  
Contact us today and we will work together to achieve your real estate goals.
Maggie Gunnels
Owner, Gunnels Group
Associate Broker, Long & Foster

Let’s Get 
Started!

Direct: (434) 960-8987 
maggie@gunnelsgroup.com

w w w . G u n n e l s G r o u p . c o m

C o n t a c t
Gunnels Group

Gunnels Group | Your Fluvanna Experts | Since 2001Gunnels Group | Your Fluvanna Experts | Since 2001

1ST FLOOR MASTER | $269,900

Lake Monticello | Screened porch, hardwood floors, nicely maintained.

13 Windy Way| 3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,152 sq.ft.

1 LEVEL LIVING | $259,900

Lake Monticello | Modern updates to this well kept Taylor Lynn, sunroom, private lot & hot tub.

25 West Lake Forest Dr | 3 bed | 2 bath | 1,756 sq.ft.

NEW LISTING | UNDER CONTRACT IN 48 HOURS

Lake Monticello | Spectacular lot setting, generous living spaces, hardwoods.

36 Mulligan Court | 3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,874 sq.ft.

LARGE 3/4 ACRE LOT | $249,900
NEW LISTING

LOVINGLY CARED FOR  | $269,900

Lake Monticello | Impeccable condition, HGTV worthy, raised garden beds, lovely yard.

1 Chippewa Lane | 4 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,049 sq.ft.

LARGE FENCED YARD | $187,500

Lake Monticello | Adorable move-in ready, granite, open floorplan.

18 E. Point Road | 3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,204 sq.ft.

NEW LISTING

Lake Monticello | Turnkey built, large living spaces, garage, 220’ waterfrontage.

21 Brassie Terrace | 5 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,676 sq.ft.

WATERFRONT | $389,900
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GENERAL 
The Fluvanna Review is published weekly by 
Valley Publishing Corp. and covers Fluvanna 
exclusively. It is printed on Tuesday afternoons. 
One copy is free. Additional copies are $1 each 
payable in advance to the publisher.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Copies will be mailed for the subscription price of 
$140 per year or $75 per six months. Please mail 
a check and a note with your name and address 
to: Subscriptions Dept., P.O. Box 59, Palmyra, VA 
22963. For more information email Edee Povol at 
edee@fluvannareview.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS
$10 for two weeks for 30 words or less. Email 
edee@fluvannareview.com or mail to Fluvanna 
Review, P.O. Box 59, Palmyra, VA 22963 or stop by 
the office at Crofton Plaza Building 106, Suite 1.

LEGAL ADS
The Fluvanna Review is the paper of record for 
Fluvanna County. Call Judi Price at 434-207-
0223 to place a legal ad.

WEDDINGS, PROPOSALS, ANNIVERSARIES 
Call Judi Price at 434-207-0223.

PAID OBITUARIES
$100 for 300 words plus photo. Call 434-591-
1000 or email editor@fluvannareview.com.

PAID SUBMISSIONS
$100 for 300 words. Businesses ineligible. Call 434-
591-1000 or email editor@fluvannareview.com.

NEWS HOTLINE
If you see news happening, call 434-591-1000.

DEADLINE Advertising due by Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
for the issue released eight days later. Submissions, 
letters and calendar items due by Friday at 9 a.m. for 
the subsequent paper.

DISPLAY AND WEB ADS For information including 
rates and deadlines, call Judi Price at 434-207-0223.

PUBLISHER & EDITOR CARLOS SANTOS 
434-591-1000 / editor@fluvannareview.com

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR JUDI PRICE 
434-207-0223 / sales@fluvannareview.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE GREG DORAZIO 
540-872-8099 / valleyadteam@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS MANAGER EDEE POVOL  
434-591-1000 / edee@fluvannareview.com

ADVERTISING DESIGNER  LYNN STAYTON-EURELL 
sales@fluvannareview.com

EDITORIAL DESIGNER AMELIA McCONNELL 
amelia@fluvannareview.com 

DESIGNER MARILYN ELLINGER 

REPORTERS RUTHANN CARR,  
PAGE GIFFORD, HEATHER MICHON,  

DUNCAN NIXON AND MADELINE OTTEN
Mailing Address 

P.O. Box 59 
Palmyra, VA 22963

Physical Address 
Crofton Plaza Building 106, Suite 1 

434-591-1000

FOUNDED IN 1979 BY LEN GARDNER

FLUVANNAREVIEW.COM

Cover: Cover design by Amelia McConnell.
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“making virginia beautiful one yard at a time”
ZION CROSSROADS

9943 THREE NOTCH ROAD
at the intersection of rts. 15 and 250

(James Madison Highway & Richmond Road)
434-953-5797 g www.yardworksva.com

HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY – 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 
SATURDAY – 7:30 am to 4:00 pm

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
 MULCH  • GRAVEL • SAND

 TOPSOIL • COMPOST • STONE
GRASS SEED • STRAW • FERTILIZER   

StrongTeamRealtors.com 
LakeMonticelloProperties.com

PATSY STRONG, Principal Broker 
SRES, SRS, CLHMS

Lake Monticello’s Top Producing Realtor In All Home Sales Since 2002
#1 in Lake Monticello Waterfront Sales Since 2002
Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist 
Seller Representative Specialist  
Patsy@StrongTeamRealtors.com 
(434) 996-4606

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED HOMES
8 LANDING COURT 
$207,500
3 BR, 2BA, 1375 SF, TONS OF UPGRADES

Gorgeous Vaulted Rancher w/Fenced Back-
yard and Open Floor Plan.  Vaulted Greatrm 
w/W/B FP, Palladian & Bay Windows, Open 
Kitchen w/Kraftmaid Cabinetry, Built-in Side 
Buffet w/China Cabinet, SS Appl, Hard-
woods-Bamboo-Tile Flooring (no carpet), 
Spacious Master w/Whirlpool & Shower, 

Double Van, Walk-in Closet, Central Vac, Security Sys, Water Filtration, Whole House Air Puri-
fication Sys, Aggregate Patio, Deck, Vinyl Railing on Front Porch, Prof. Landscaped with Lovely 
Stone Accents.

15 WHIPPOORWILL 
LANE - $625,000
2534 SF - 4 BR - 3 BA - GARAGE - SCREENED PORCH

Breathtakingly Gorgeous Waterfront with 88-Ft of 
Main Lake Waterfrontage and Open Waterviews 
From Most Windows!  Vaulted Rancher built by 
Award-winning Bldr Mike Himes, offers Beautiful 
Upgrades.  Vaulted Greatrm w/Floor-to-Ceiling 
Stone FP Custom Built By Renowned Japanese 
Sculptor - Toro Oba - A True Work of Art!  Open 

Kitchen w/SS French Pantry Refrig. & Breakfast Bar, Pantry, Lovely Hardwood & Tiled Flooring, Private Master 
w/Transom Windows & Deck Overlooking Water, Whirlpool, Family Rm/Office w/2 skylights & Walk-out to Back 
Deck, Screened Porch, Landscaped.  New Roof and HVAC are 1 1/2 yrs old - Walk-in Crawl for Boat Equip 
Storage, Easy Walk to Swimming Beach, Private Boat Dock.  Beautiful Waterviews! 

19 ZION SPRINGS LANE 
$358,500
3-4 BR, 2.5 BA, 2388 SF, GARAGE, ON 2.64/AC.

Lovely Rancher w/Private Bonus Rm over 
Garage - Perfect as Guest BR (4th BR) - Lo-
cated Just 4 mi. from Zion Crossroads - this 
Home offers One-Level Living just minutes 
from Cville and/or Richmond. Vaulted Gre-
atrm w/FP, Open Kitchen w/Maple Cabine-
try & SS Appl, Gas Range, Formal DR w/Tray 

Ceiling, Spacious Master w/Walk-out to back sitting porch & deck, new carpet & paint, priv. Bo-
nus Rm over Garage (4th BR), Wrapped Front Porch, Fenced Back w/Shed & Treehouse.  Beautiful 
Natural Privacy without being too remote. 

2 Vine Ridge Drive
$174,500
1480 SF - 3 BR - 1.5 BA - ON .47 AC.

Vaulted Contemporary w/Private Studio for the 
Artist or Writer in You! Let Your Creativity Flow In 
This Unique Home Featuring Open Floor Plan w/
Natural Wood Accents Throughout, Spiral Stair-
case To Quiet Loft, Spacious BRs, & Nice Kitchen 
w/Window & Glass-fronted Cabinetry. Unfinished 
Basement w/Lrg Viewing Window.  Included is a 
Private Studio w/HVAC - Perfect as a Quiet Office 

Setting or Artist’s Studio! New Carpet, 3 Skylights, 4 Decks Surrounding Home, Trane HVAC, & Lots of Stor-
age. Home Sits Nicely On Nearly One-Half Acre Homesite, Just Minutes From Grocery, Dining, & Swimming 
Beaches!

new listing

new listing

new listing

WATCH FOR  
NEW HOMES COMING  

ON THE MARKET  
NEXT WEEK

under contract 
ON 1ST DAY  

OF SHOWINGS
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264 Turkeysag Trail # A • 7 a.m.-11 p.m.
(434) 589-5538 • foodlion.com

Get Details at

Donate Your Rewards
When you have Shop & Earn rewards available 
to spend, just select Food Lion Feeds, choose  
the amount of rewards you would like to  

donate and click “donate”.

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 04-09-20 Issue

434-244-3277
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m-4:30 p.m.

On Pantops-182 Spotnap Rd. A-2
Charlottesville, VA. 22911

Rivanna Hearing
Center

Enjoy ThE  
LiTTLE
MoMEnTs
WiTh ThE  
onEs you  
LovE

We Service All Makes and
Models of Hearing Aids

Fluvanna County High School has 
a lot to be proud of and now, even 
more.  In February, the high school’s 
Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) students went to their regional 
competition in Richmond and had 
a phenomenal turnout.  Out of five 
students competing - four won first 
place in their category.  

Fluvanna FBLA competes against 
all the other regional students which 
includes many surrounding counties -- 
all the way to Richmond. They compete 
in areas that most students, not to 
mention adults, have a difficult time 

Letter to  the Editor 

Success for high school business leaders
trying -- topping the list is  public speaking.  

Unfortunately, with schools closing, 
these students do not have the 
opportunity to compete at the state level.  
On that note please congratulate them if 
you know them or see them.  They did an 
incredible job!  

Keera Finley - First place in Marketing 
AND Accounting II; Kellie Madison - First 
place in Spreadsheet Applications; Jenna 
Glowatch - First place in Public Speaking 
and Intro to FBLA; Rebekah Williams - First 
place in Client Service.

–Christine Kreitzman and Linda Harding, 
business teachers and FBLA advisors

Covid creates “brutal” FY21 
county budget

The Board of Supervisors voted unan-
imously Wednesday night to approve a 
$79.8 million budget for Fiscal Year 2021 
(FY21). The real estate tax rate will remain 
at 92.5 cents.

The final budget is around 4 percent 
lower than earlier proposals and the tax 
rate two cents lower than initially adver-
tised in March. It also severely limits the 
amount allocated to capital improve-
ment plans (CIPs). Supervisor Tony O’Brien 
(Rivanna) called it “a brutal budget,” much 
more austere than in recent years. 

These last-minute cutbacks became 
necessary as the Covid-19 pandemic has 
spawned an economic crisis that will likely 
impact budgets for the next year or more. 
County Administrator Eric Dahl said that 
1,164 Fluvanna residents have applied for 
unemployment since March 14, raising 
the county unemployment rate from 2.3 
percent before the economic shutdown to 
around 10.4 percent today. 

In recent weeks, the supervisors and 
county officials have worked to create a 
budget that places the minimum burden 
on taxpayers while keeping county services 
intact and county employees on the payroll.

Cost of living
Among the final issues the board took 

up for debate before the final vote were 
cost-of-living pay increases and the insur-
ance for 15 employees facing significant 
increases in monthly payments under the 
county’s new carrier, Anthem’s The Local 
Choice (TLC).

The original budget called for a salary 
increase of two percent for county em-
ployees, at a cost of about $150,000. The 
school system was planning a one percent 
increase at a cost of around $300,000.

“I really think this is a year when we can’t 
give raises to anybody,” said Supervisor Patri-
cia Eager (Palmyra). She proposed revisiting 
the issue later in the year and look towards 
starting raises in January, provided the 
economy was showing signs of recovery. 

After some debate, supervisors co-
alesced around the idea of giving both 
county and school employees a one 
percent raise, in part to help offset some 
health insurance costs. This left  the 
budget short by $129,000.

Supervisor Mozell Booker (Fork Union) 
asked if they could look at a real estate 
tax of 92.9 cents. That would cover the 
$129,000 and actually give the county a 
small surplus.

O’Brien pointed out this would increase 
the taxes on a home valued at $200,000 by 
$9 a year. “I’m sorry, but asking taxpayers 
to not drink two cups of coffee at Star-
bucks, while asking teachers not to get a 
raise, or county staff not to get a raise, is 
really not acceptable to me.”

Supervisor Don Weaver (Cunningham) 
said that there were two sides to the argu-
ment, particularly given the job losses and 
uncertainty of the moment.

Commissioner of the Revenue Mel Sher-
idan reminded the board that, even at the 
92.5 cent rate, the county was going to see 
an influx of money in the second half of the 
fiscal year, once tax assessments were com-
plete. He said that even if they assumed an 
ultra-conservative two percent increase in 
revenue, that would be $350,000 in addi-
tional funds. His belief is that it would be 
an increase of four to five percent. 

With that in mind, supervisors agreed to 
cover the $129,000 from the county’s fund 
balance with the assumption that it could be 
repaid in tax revenue before the end of FY21.

The insurance question turned out to 
be a much more challenging topic. That 
group of 15 employees, all families with 
children, would end up paying $5,600 
more a year for coverage. 

Sheridan pointed out that this was 
around 15 percent of annual salary for em-
ployees at the lower end of the pay scale. 
“That’s enough money to have a good em-
ployee start looking somewhere else for 
a job,” he said, asking the board to see if 
there was any way they could cover all or 
part of the cost increase.

Following a long debate, supervisors 
decided to put $50,000 towards a health 
insurance contingency fund to give 
human tesources some flexibility to look 
at different options for employees most 
impacted by the rate increase. 

Capital improvement
Funding for capital improvement proj-

ects (CIP) were reduced to a bare minimum. 
In a normal year, there would be a couple 
million dollars allocated for these projects; 
this budget sets aside a half-million for a 
few projects that couldn’t be put off. 

O’Brien has advocated taking out 
low-interest loans to cover CIP projects. 
“I think that this is a good budget, but I 
also think that we're doing a disservice by 
having zero allocated to the CIP,” he said. 
“I'm going to vote for this. But in the long 
run, not having put aside either debt and 
or some money for the CIP is going to cost 
us tomorrow. And that's just a reality.”

But given the extraordinary moment 
the county finds itself in, “I think it's really 
important that we show cohesion and that 
we’re all together.” 

The motion on the tax rates and the CIP 
funding both passed by a vote of 5-0.

In their final action of the night, they 
voted to approve a public hearing on May 
6 to hear public comments on temporarily 
suspending penalties and interest on per-
sonal property tax payments.

BY HEATHER MICHON
CORRESPONDENT
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Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 02-06-20 Issue

Henry Chandler & Company Inc.
• Elevating • Tree Climbers
• Surgical Tree Removal
• Emergency Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding w/ Root Tailing
• Deep Root Fertilizing
• Systemic Tree Treatment
• Free Estimates • Licensed and Insured
Over 40 Years Serving Lake Monticello 
and Central Virginia
434-842-5300 Cell: 434-996-8889
henrychandlertree@gmail.com

YOUR PROFESSIONAL TREE DOCTOR
Dr. Henry A. Chandler Ed.D

(Arboriculture Science)

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 
04-16-20 and 05-14-20 Issues

www.pvcc.edu

• Online classes to 
fit your schedule

• Cost-effective, 
transferable 
credits

• Summer classes 
start May 26

OPPORTUNITYDISCOVER

265 Turkeysag Trail#101
Palmyra, Va 22963

There is an old English saying that says: 
“May you live in interesting times”. It is 
loosely translated from a Chinese curse 
that actually says (we think!): “Better to be 
a dog during peacetime, than a human in 
times of war.”

During these times we are living in, both 
of those translations are appropriate. Our 
times are definitely interesting and it does 
seem like we are fighting for our way of life. 

And yet.... Out of all of this chaos, good 
things are happening in our communities. 
People are reaching out and helping 
those in needs. Our local businesses that 
are open are doing the best they can to 
support their customers and in turn those 
customers are doing what they can to 
support our local businesses.

As we move into the next month of life 
under the restrictions of life in a “Corona” 
environment, I want to encourage you to 
take time to celebrate where you are right 
now. Enjoy the spring weather, smell the 
flowers and hug your family. Pick up the 
phone and call an old friend. Check in on 
an elderly neighbor. Do what you can to 
help make your world a little better.

You’re not alone in trying to navigate the 
financial uncertainty during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Millions of American workers who 
lost their paycheck because of COVID-19 
need to find creative ways to pay bills.

Here are 4 ways to get cash to help pay 
for your monthly expenses.
1.  Apply for state unemployment 

benefits. Recent federal legislation 
expands traditional state unemployment 
payments from 26 weeks to 39 weeks. 
State unemployment offices are also 
administering an additional weekly 

payment of $600 to unemployment 
benefit recipients courtesy of the federal 
government. This additional $600 weekly 
payment runs through July 31, 2020. Visit 
your state’s unemployment insurance 
website to fill out your application. 
Even better, this federal unemployment 
assistance applies to self-employed 
workers and part-time workers.

2.  Look to your retirement accounts. 
While not ideal, you can withdraw up 
to $100,000 penalty-free from your 
retirement accounts. You can then 
pay it back within the next three years 
without penalty or being subject to 
annual contribution limits!

3.  Talk to lenders about credit card 
payments. Call your credit card 
company to see if they are willing to 
defer your payment for several months. 
Credit card companies are encouraging 
anyone experiencing financial hardships 
because of COVID-19 to contact their 
customer service teams to discuss their 
individual situation.

4.  Downsize your budget. If you normally 
don’t create a monthly budget, now 
would be a good time to start. Keep 
track of where every dollar goes. 
Identify non-essential spending you 
could put on hold until you find your 
next job.

As always, if you have any questions call 
us at 434-442-4404. We are happy to 
help even if we aren’t doing your taxes! 
It is all part of our being a part of this 
great Fluvanna Community. Our Fluvanna 
County Resident discount program is 
extended until July 15th! 15% off for all 
Fluvanna Residents.

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 05-07-20 Issue

RUDY TALKS TAXES
 BY Rudy GaRcia, OwneR, Rivanna wOOds Financial /Tax seRvices

Ideas to Help Make Payments 
During Tough Times

How to get cash quickly when you’re out of work

Office Phone: 434-442-4044/ Fax: 804-767-1844 
Emai: info@rwftaxservices.com 
Website: https://rwftaxservices.com/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RivannaWoodsFinancial
Twitter: http://twitter.com/RWFTaxServices 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/rwftaxservices/
Paid Advertisement

Ad Proof #2 Fluvanna Review 05-07-20 Issue

&
Fluvanna Business Corner

Curtis Putnam, Chair
Economic Development Authority
edafluvanna@gmail.com

Bryan Rothamel  
Economic Development Coordinator
brothamel@fluvannacounty.org | 434-591-1910

Ruthann Carr, Office Manager
Chamber of Commerce
ruthann.carr@fluvannachamber.org | 434-589-3262

CONTACTS

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Your Chamber has an eye 
on what business will look 

like in the coming months 
and trying to IMAGINE a new 
normal way of doing business. 
We have taken several big 
steps towards positioning 
our members to be ready 
regardless of what happens 
around us. Below are details 
on three of them: new website 
and CRM system, weekly 
Town Hall Meetings and 
development of a “Virtual” 
Fluvanna Downtown.

First, we want you to know that we value 
your membership. We are also small business 
owners and know how the pandemic response 
has affected our own businesses. Because of 
that, we have been working tirelessly with 
Fluvanna Economic Development to find ways 
to keep our Fluvanna business community 
thriving. The Chamber Board also decided to 
defer membership dues for April, May and June 
until August 31st, 2020. If you’ve paid your dues, 
thank you! We need the money to operate. 
If you haven’t, we understand. With the new 
policy you’ll remain active through September 
1st. Please remember to call the office and let us 
know you are taking advantage of this.

The Board decided to move to a new 
association management software and develop 
a new website last November. We have spent 
the past few months moving data, updating files 
and learning the new system.  We are proud to 
be able to unveil the new and improved Chamber 
website that went live May 1. Go to www.
fluvannachamber.org to see all it has to offer. 
Check out the landing page above.

The new site has so many great features – 
the first being that it is easy to use. The best 
feature for businesses is each member gets 
their own page on the Chamber site that links 
to their social media and websites. You may 

have to re-register your email address to get to 
your back-office tools. If you have difficulties, 
simply call the office 434-589-3262 for help. 

Another great feature is the ability to offer 
and advertise member-to-member special, 
upcoming business events or any special you 
want the community to know about. Any 
business that wants to share changes they’ve 
made with the Chamber, or if you have any 
questions, please contact the office manager: 
ruthann.carr@fluvannachamber.org. We keep 
our Covid-19 information page updated so you 
can check it out for the latest news.

Every Friday at 6:30 p.m. the Chamber hosts a 
virtual Town Hall meeting via Zoom. It’s a great 
place to learn the latest on help for the business 
community and to see how others are doing. Go 
to https://zoom.us/j/280375567 to join in. 

One great idea that came out of these 
Town Hall meetings is creating an online 
#FromFluvannaMarket featuring goods and 
services from Fluvanna businesses. Our goal 
is to have this serve as Fluvanna’s “virtual” 
Central Business District or “downtown”. It is 
still in the planning stages, but if you want to 
know more and share your thoughts on such a 
venture, join the Town Hall meeting.

Stay Safe. Stay Healthy. We’ll get through this 
together. See you on the “other side”.

Fluvanna Chamber Minute: Imagining the Future
Ruthann Carr & Rudy Garcia Fluvanna Chamber of Commerce



6    |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |  MAY 7–13, 2020	 To advertise email: sales@fluvannareview.com

DELI
Daily lunch/Dinner Specials
Kites Country Ham ....................$10.99 lb.

Boars Head Ovengold Turkey ...$7.99 lb.

Boars Head Muenster Cheese .$5.59 lb.

Homemade Cole Slaw ............. $4.49 lb.

Royal Bakery Chocolate or Coconut Cakes/36 oz. $7.99
Original Bagels 5 ct. ........................2/$4  

MEAT DEPT.
USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

Choice New York Strips ......... $10.99 lb.

Chuck Shoulder Steaks ........... $6.49 lb.

Chuck Shoulder Roasts ..........$6.29 lb.

Freshly Ground  Chuck 81% lean ......... $4.69 lb.

Fresh Pork Spareribs full slab ....... $2.49 lb. 

Boneless Pork Loin Ribs country style .$2.49 lb. 
Chicken Leg Quarters 10 lb. bag .. $5.99 lb. 
Perdue Split Chicken Breasts  $1.99 lb. 
LUNCH & FROZEN
Bob Evans Sausage Links or Patties  ..... $2.99
Kunzler Grill Franks 1 lb. .................... $2.49 
Bob Evans Side Dishes 20-24 oz. ..........$2.99
Arctic Shores Whiting Fillets 2 lb. ..$5.99    
Arctic Shores Shrimp 10-20 ct./1 lb. ....$5.99   
Savannah Hushpuppies 1 lb. ......... $2.49  
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E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors.  We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Palmyra  Rt.15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY | 434.589.8412
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 6:30am–7pm 
SUNDAY: Opening May 17!

DVD Rentals Avail. 24/7

GROCERY SUPER SAVINGS

General Mills Cheerios or Luck Charms/8.9-12.25 oz. 2/$5
Hungry Jack Pancake Mix 32 oz. ..$1.99   
Hungry Jack Syrup 27.6 oz. ............. $2.49
Essential Everyday Tortilla Chips 12 oz. 2/$3
Ken’s Salad Dressing 16 oz. ...........$1.99   
Rotel Tomatoes 10 oz...................... .99¢
Quaker Soft Baked Pro Bars 7-10 oz. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Paper Plates 45 ct.  2/$5
DAIRY & FROZEN
Tropicana Lemonade & Punch 52 oz. 2/$4
Breakstone Cottage Cheese Doubles 4.7 oz. .99¢
Essential Everyday Cream Cheese 8 oz. $1.99
Large Grade A Eggs 18 ct.  .............$1.49
Banquet Value Meals 10 oz. ........... $1.19 

Blue Bell Ice Cream Pints 16 oz. .... $2.99
Patio Burritos 5 oz. .......................... 3/$1 

Eggo Premium Pancakes and French Toast .....2/$5   

PRODUCE SUPER FRESh

California Strawberries 1 lb. ...........2/$5
Large Red Seedless Grapes  ... $1.99 lb.

Fresh Mangoes  ..........................$1.29 

5 lb. Bag Idaho Potatoes ............$1.99
Red, Yellow or Orange Peppers .$1.49 lb.

Beefsteak Tomatoes ...............$1.49 lb.

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

VEHICLE LICENSING CENTER
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES
DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 3 PM

SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

WEDNESDAY IS $ENIOR DISCOUNT DAY!

WONDEROAST TUESDAY - $5.99
CHEAP CHICKEN THURSDAY /8 PC.-$6.99

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

SALE DATES: MAY 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Beautiful Potted Plants & Hanging Baskets 
will be available for Mothers Day. 

  We will be opening on Sundays again 
starting May 17 from 9-5.  

Fried Chicken & garden plants can now be 
a part of your Sunday afternoons again!

Please remember to 
wear your masks.
Thank you to all the special 
people that made and do-
nated masks for us to wear 
& give to our customers.
Thank you to everyone for  
all your patience & support. 

DMV will remain 9-3 Monday thru Friday  
and 9-12 on Saturdays for another few weeks. 
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(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage 
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my 
path of wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I 
heard two decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the 
heirs still inherit the home upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunder-
stood topics. And yes the money you receive is not income so it is not taxed as some people 
think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not affected by the proceeds that you receive 
from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever make a payment 
for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face 
with absolutely no pressure to move forward because I remember how much my parents ap-
preciated it when the person that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work 
the next day as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from 
because I genuinely enjoy working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting 
from eliminating debt and by opening up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the 
rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit different but they are all hoping to achieve a 
better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.

I first became a believer in 
reverse mortgages almost 
20 years ago...

Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no-pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase  
your quality of life in retirement years by  
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep 
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me  
to discuss anytime or schedule 
to meet in my office or in the  
privacy of your home.  
All meetings are absolutely no 
obligation and confidential.

JOHN O’CONNOR
434-249-2222

joconnor@MonticelloReverseMortgage.com • 434-249-2222 or Toll-Free: 866-201-4897 • 29 StoneridgeDrive,#207, Waynesboro 
NMLSID\372644 MLO\8039VA • VirginiaState Corporation CommissionMC-2457 (nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
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Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no
pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase
your quality of life in retirement years by
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me to
discuss anytime or schedule to meet
in my office or in the privacy of your
home. All meetings are absolutely
no-obligation and confidential.

I first became a believer in reverse
mortgages almost 20 years ago...
(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my path of
wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I heard two
decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the heirs still inherit the home
upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunderstood topics. And yes the money you receive
is not income so it is not taxed ass some people think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not effected
by the proceeds that you receive from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever
make a payment for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face with absolutely
no pressure to move forward becausse I remember how much my parents appreciated it when the person
that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work the next day
as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from because I genuinely enjoy
working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting from eliminating debt and by opening
up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit
different but they are all hoping to achieve a better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.
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Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no
pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase
your quality of life in retirement years by
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me to
discuss anytime or schedule to meet
in my office or in the privacy of your
home. All meetings are absolutely
no-obligation and confidential.

I first became a believer in reverse
mortgages almost 20 years ago...
(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my path of
wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I heard two
decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the heirs still inherit the home
upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunderstood topics. And yes the money you receive
is not income so it is not taxed ass some people think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not effected
by the proceeds that you receive from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever
make a payment for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face with absolutely
no pressure to move forward becausse I remember how much my parents appreciated it when the person
that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work the next day
as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from because I genuinely enjoy
working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting from eliminating debt and by opening
up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit
different but they are all hoping to achieve a better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.

Area animal shelters need 
help during pandemic

Though it would seem there is a 
glimmer of light at the end of the long 
dark economic tunnel for area animal 
shelters it cannot come soon enough. 

For most charities, it has been a time of 
uncertainty and fear during the pandem-
ic since all rely on outside assistance and 
monetary donations to stay afloat. News 
sources from around the country have 
spread the word that animal shelters 
have seen a rise in adoptions. Though this 
may be true for some, the  reality is that 
for every dog or cat adopted, there are 
more waiting in the wings to take their 
place. It is an ongoing problem that the 
pandemic made worse.

While some charities may be able to 
work around the pandemic, or wait it out 
looking ahead to better times, animal 
shelters cannot afford that luxury -- the 
animals have to eat and be cared for. 
There is no denying that fundraising has 
been put on hold for many charities.

 “At this time, we are experiencing a sig-
nificant drop in income from the decrease 
in activities and having to cancel all off-
site fundraisers,” said Fluvanna SPCA 

Shelter Manager Jessy Shifflett. “As an 
organization that depends on monetary 
donations to care for all of the animals 
coming through our doors, we are 
worried about how this loss of revenue 
will affect the animals who depend on us 
especially in regards to vet visits. Because 
of this, we are most in need of monetary 
donations.”

Shifflett said adoptions have slowed 
due to the unavailability to spay and 
neuter but fostering remains steady.

“Our fostering is the best it has ever 
been being more and more people have 
so much time on their hands due to the 
COVID-19. However, the family interested 
can still foster to adopt while awaiting 
the surgery. All of our available animals 
are currently in foster homes awaiting a 
forever family to meet them and can be 
viewed on our website at fspca.org,” she 
said. “This is great for them because they 
do not have to wait for a family in the 
shelter. They can spend their days in a 
home and also allows us to get to know 
how they do in the home as well.”

On the downside, Shifflett says the 
FSPCA has received a few owner surren-
ders and hopes that this does not contin-
ue. She says the FSPCA is hoping to reach 
out to some other rescues to help them 
make space and may be able to conduct 
spay and neutering in their  shelters so 
that they are not as backed up once ev-
erything starts to go back to normal.

“This would be our second biggest 
need.”

As for Peaceful Passings, like other area 
shelters, there is no fundraising.

“No adoption  events allowed in local 
stores. Not only are adoption events an 
opportunity for adoptions, but usually 
we receive $40-50 from public donations. 
Not happening,” said Jackie Meyers, pres-
ident of Peaceful Passings. “No public 
fundraisers. No money.” She was also 
looking forward to promoting her book 
but now that is on hold as well.

She understands that with people out 
of work donations are down.

“People are spending stimulus checks 
on needs, not wants. Therefore, we are not 
running an online auction in May. Maybe 
later, we will see.” She fears that the coro-
navirus outbreak will last 12 - 18 months, 
from what she has heard from news 
sources. “If so, there will be no fundrais-
ing events through the end of the year.” 
In the meantime, Meyers is struggling 
to help those who need her most. “Life 
must go on, for us and the animals. We 
are all struggling to make that happen. 
I've applied for six to seven coronavirus 
grants. I don't know if I will receive them - 
the funds are drying up,” she said. “Few of 
the staff will show up because everyone 
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Your Neighbor
Your Rrealtor

Iris Helfrich
434-981-9956
iris.helfrich@gmail.com

Office: 434-589-3539  
800-825-LAKE

www.monticellorealtors.com
Living, working and  

playing in Lake Monticello  
since 2001…

500+ 
Homes

Sold

MONTICELLO
COUNTRY, REALTORS®

“Social distancing”
have you needing

more space?
Or wanting to move closer to family?

With over 500 homes sold, I can sell yours!

Be safe! & happy 
Mother’s Day!
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(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage 
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my 
path of wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I 
heard two decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the 
heirs still inherit the home upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunder-
stood topics. And yes the money you receive is not income so it is not taxed as some people 
think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not affected by the proceeds that you receive 
from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever make a payment 
for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face 
with absolutely no pressure to move forward because I remember how much my parents ap-
preciated it when the person that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work 
the next day as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from 
because I genuinely enjoy working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting 
from eliminating debt and by opening up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the 
rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit different but they are all hoping to achieve a 
better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.

I first became a believer in 
reverse mortgages almost 
20 years ago...

Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no-pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase  
your quality of life in retirement years by  
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep 
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me  
to discuss anytime or schedule 
to meet in my office or in the  
privacy of your home.  
All meetings are absolutely no 
obligation and confidential.

JOHN O’CONNOR
434-249-2222
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Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no
pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase
your quality of life in retirement years by
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me to
discuss anytime or schedule to meet
in my office or in the privacy of your
home. All meetings are absolutely
no-obligation and confidential.

I first became a believer in reverse
mortgages almost 20 years ago...
(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my path of
wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I heard two
decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the heirs still inherit the home
upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunderstood topics. And yes the money you receive
is not income so it is not taxed ass some people think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not effected
by the proceeds that you receive from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever
make a payment for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face with absolutely
no pressure to move forward becausse I remember how much my parents appreciated it when the person
that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work the next day
as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from because I genuinely enjoy
working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting from eliminating debt and by opening
up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit
different but they are all hoping to achieve a better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.
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Reverse Mortgages
for Senior Citizens
Contact John for a no
pressure meeting.

A Reverse Mortgage can significantly increase
your quality of life in retirement years by
eliminating debt and providing funds to keep
up with the cost of living.

Please feel free to contact me to
discuss anytime or schedule to meet
in my office or in the privacy of your
home. All meetings are absolutely
no-obligation and confidential.

I first became a believer in reverse
mortgages almost 20 years ago...
(before I was in the industry) when my parents first considered doing a reverse mortgage
themselves. My Mom asked me to help her do some research and that’s what started me on my path of
wanting to eventually be the expert on the subject.
It’s amazing to me today that I still hear the same false rumors from people sometimes that I heard two
decades ago. The mortgage company does not take title to your home and yes the heirs still inherit the home
upon the borrower’s passing. Those are the two most misunderstood topics. And yes the money you receive
is not income so it is not taxed ass some people think. Also, Medicare and Social Security are not effected
by the proceeds that you receive from a reverse mortgage. And yes it’s true that you are not required to ever
make a payment for as long as you live in the home.
I am very patient when I speak to clients and take my time explaining everything face to face with absolutely
no pressure to move forward becausse I remember how much my parents appreciated it when the person
that they worked with showed them the same respect.
I have never experienced the Sunday night blues of knowing that you are going back to work the next day
as some people talk about. My job is a career that I never plan on retiring from because I genuinely enjoy
working with my clients and seeing how their lives are benefitting from eliminating debt and by opening
up a line of credit that can be used to help them for the rest of their lives. Every client’s story is a little bit
different but they are all hoping to achieve a better life and I enjoy being a small part in that story.

wants to practice social dis-
tancing and stay safe and 
few volunteers will show 
up for the same reason. 
We depend on youth 
groups coming out to 
help us in the spring 
and fall. We have to 
do all of the work our-
selves with limited help.” 
Meyers wished she had 
more uplifting news.

 Caring For Creatures shares 
many of the same problems.

“Caring For Creatures is blessed to have 
amazing fosters who have stepped up to 
welcome a dog into their homes.  We do 
have a number of our population that are 
not good candidates for fostering so they 
remain here at the sanctuary.  But those 
who are in foster are enjoying all the 
time and special attention from 
their foster families,” said 
Mary Birkholz, president of 
Caring for Creatures.

For CFC adoptions 
are a bright spot. Adop-
tions are rising and they 
receive applications daily.  

“We are doing our 
regular screening process 
and are taking special care 
to be sure adopters are fully 
committed to providing a life-long 
home for our animals even once the stay 
at home restrictions are lifted and life 
returns to normal - whatever that turns 

out to be.  With dogs in foster 
homes and an increase in 

adoptions, we can help 
other animals who need 
a safe place and a new 
forever home.  Our 
adoption counselors 
spend lots of time on 
finding the best match 

we can for the animal 
as well as the adopting 

family,” she said.
Like the others, Birkholz said 

she too has had to cancel two public 
fundraising events.

“We are taking a hit from that perspec-
tive.” CFC has also applied for a couple of 
supporting grants as well as the PPP loan 
from the Small Business Administration.  
Birkholz remains optimistic that one or all 
will come through.  Their work is labor-in-

tensive and the staff is always a 
necessity now that volunteer 

participation is limited or 
postponed.  

“We have also been 
blessed by the generos-
ity of the animal-loving 
public,” she said, thanking 
those who have stepped 

forward with donations of 
food, cleaning supplies, and 

paper products. “This means 
the world to us and all our sanctuary 

animals.  These gifts are lifesaving.  Our 
needs, like other non-profits, are also 
to receive financial support.  We realize 

The Fluvanna SPCA will be closed to the public until further notice. We are trying to do our part to help cut down on the spread 
of COVID-19, and with our animals’ and employees’ best interests in mind we are trying to reduce foot traffic to help keep our em-
ployees healthy. The animals at the shelter will continue to receive wonderful care just as they normally do, so no need to worry. If 
you are interested in adopting or if you would like to drop off donations during this time that we are closed to the public, you can 
make an appointment to do so by contacting our shelter manager: manager@fspca.org  We appreciate your understanding and sup-
port during this difficult time for everyone, and we will be sure to keep you updated as soon as we will be open again to the public.

Iris Helfrich, Monticello Country Realtors 434-981-9956
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SPONSORED 
BY

You notice that I don’t have a tail?  It wasn’t cut off, I was born this way - I am a Manx. I am 
very curious and like to watch you work and will follow you sometimes to see if you need 
my help. I am an indoor cat but love to go out on the screened porch. I sometimes get 
the zoomies and climb to the top of the screen. I will play fetch for you too. Just throw my 
mouse and I will drop it off at your feet so you can throw it again. I like to chase the red dot 
around too. I love to look out the window and lay in the sun. I am a talker too and I have 
many different voices and I like to have conversations with you. I don’t like loud noises 
and sudden movements. I am not a lap cat. I will let you know if I am not comfortable with 
the situation by hissing but I have never bitten or scratched anyone. If I do not like a situ-
ation I run away to be alone for a bit. I have been around other dogs, cats and little kids 
but they all make me really anxious-you know, the loud noises and sudden movements I 
mentioned earlier. I prefer a home with no young children.

THIS WEEK’S PET IS: GEORGIA! APPROX. 6

Fluvanna SPCA - Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Jackie and Rusty 
Peaceful Passings

that so many are suffering from the loss 
of a job and their regular income - our 
hearts go out to them.  At a minimum, we 
must continue to pay for our staff, utili-
ties, veterinary care, and other necessary 
supplies.  So for those folks who are in a 
position to make a financial gift, in any 
amount, your help is greatly appreciated.”

Shelters have had their moments of un-
certainty but Birkholz believes that CFC 
and others  will hang on in the same way 
they have had to hang on in other chal-
lenging times.

“We will do it with hard work, a creative 
approach to fundraising, a large dose of 
faith, positive thinking despite what is 
going on in our world, and through the 
generosity of our supporters.  We may 
need to make adjustments and cut some 

corners now and then, but we find ways 
to stretch every dollar we receive without 
jeopardizing the quality of care provided 
to the animals.”

No one saw this coming and stretching 
their resources is the only way to save the 
animals they have pledged to help. Birk-
holz said she wanted to thank the com-
munity for all of the gifts and prayers they 
have received.

“It is so appreciated.  Fluvanna County 
is blessed to have several great rescue 
groups working to help animals and I 
know each of us is grateful for all of you.  
We want everyone to be safe and to be 
well during this difficult time.”

If anyone would like to help, contact 
the following, www.peacefulpassings.org, 
caringforcreatures.org, and fspca.org.

Caring for Creatures 
Tasha
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The Fluvanna Review wins three 
VPA awards

The Fluvanna Review won three Virginia 
Press Association (VPA) awards for its news 
coverage and advertising design in 2019.

Editorial designer Amelia McConnell 
won first place in page design. Advertising 
designer Lynn Stayton-Eurell won first place 
in the advertising/real estate category and 
former editor Christina Dimeo, who left the 
paper in August of last year, won third place 
in government writing.

The Fluvanna Review has now won 91 VPA 
awards since 2010.

“I’m proud of my staff and of the news-
paper,” said publisher Carlos Santos. “Amelia 

has a great eye for layout and works accu-
rately and quickly. Lynn’s designs are always 
eye-catching and Christina brought depth to 
news reporting.

“The staff, including all our reporters, de-
signers and salespeople, work hard each 
week to produce a lively, informative news-
paper,” Santos said. “Like all newspapers, like 
all small businesses, we are struggling from 
the fallout of the pandemic. But each week 
we do our best. I can’t ask for more than that.”

The Fluvanna Review competed against 
other non-dailies with circulations ranging 
between 3,500 and 6,999.             See page 14.

SPONSORED BY THE Fork Union Animal Clinic 434-842-8387

The Fluvanna SPCA will be closed to the public until further notice. We are trying to do our part to help cut down on the spread 
of COVID-19, and with our animals’ and employees’ best interests in mind we are trying to reduce foot traffic to help keep our em-
ployees healthy. The animals at the shelter will continue to receive wonderful care just as they normally do, so no need to worry. If 
you are interested in adopting or if you would like to drop off donations during this time that we are closed to the public, you can 
make an appointment to do so by contacting our shelter manager: manager@fspca.org  We appreciate your understanding and sup-
port during this difficult time for everyone, and we will be sure to keep you updated as soon as we will be open again to the public.
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Meet Gizmo! He was rescued from a home that was not taking very good 
care of him. He was very weak, skinny and in poor health. The shelter has 
taken very good care of him and now he is putting on weight and getting his 
strength back. This baby deserves a family that can truly care and love him no 
matter what. Can you be his loving family? He is current on all vaccinations, 
Micro-chipped and neutered. Gizmo is an energetic, affectionate, sweet boy! 
He loves attention and toys. He is a handsome guy- his beautiful eyes match 
his fur. He walks pretty well on a leash. He’d be a great hiking partner and  
he’d love to go on an adventure! Come meet Gizmo for some fun!

THIS WEEK’S PET IS: GIZMO! 

 Fluvanna SPCA Troy, VA • 434 591-0123 • www.fspca.org

Lake Monticello golf course now 
open to all property holders

The Lake Monticello golf course has 
announced an extension of its operation-
al plan. Effective May 2, the golf course 
will be open to all property owners, not 
just to year-long contract holders. Play by 
golfers from outside the Lake communi-
ty is still not allowed.

Calling in to the pro shop to reserve a 
tee time is strongly recommended. Any 
group or individual walking up to play 
without a tee time will be assigned the 
next available starting time. But if the 
course is busy, that may require a signif-
icant wait.

Property owners without a contract 
may only reserve a single tee time and 
must identify who will be in their group. 
All players in the group must call into the 
pro shop in advance and pay over the 
phone by credit card, if all are paying for 
their own round.

Due to the rule of one golfer per 
powered cart, walking the course is en-
couraged. Couples and family members 
living together may go out two to a cart.

The pro shop will remain closed, but 
groups and individual players should 
check in before play at the back door of 
the pro shop.

 The restrooms on the course are now 
open, but the pro shop restrooms remain 
closed. Water stations on the course are 
not operational, players are encouraged 
to bring water bottles. The practice range 
is opened with hitting stations separated 
further apart then in the past.

BY DUNCAN NIXON
 CORRESPONDENT

Camera Ready Ad
Fluvanna Review 

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 04-20-20 Issue

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 01-16-20 Issue

• Reupholstery
• Home Interiors
• Alterations
• Custom Sewing
• Pick-up & Delivery

Call linda adams 434-989-1114
Walela46@aol.Com | Palmyra, Va

Making old things new again!

Sycamore       
  Hill
 Designs
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PROOF #4 Fluvanna Review 05-07-20 Issue

YOUR LOCAL LENDER
Carl Heimlich, VP/Branch Manager
cell: 434-989-2274 | fax: 833-373-8751
cheimlich@financeofamerica.com | FOAmortgage.com

License: MLO-8067VA
NMLS#314836

Craig McCormick
Owner/Associate 

Broker
434-996-5119

Iris Helfrich
Realtor

434-981-9956

Dan Barber
Realtor

434-242-5318

Cyndi Mylynne
Realtor, GRI
ABR, e-PRO

434-981-4629

Jeni Fick
Associate 
Broker, GRI

434-906-2152

Bill Lansing
 & Callie

(Bill on the left)
434-996-7245

Adele S. Schaefer
Associate Broker, 

GRI
434-962-1928

Patrick Wilson
Realtor

434-960-7047

Joan White
Associate 

Broker
GRI, CCREC

434-981-4081

Vicki Wilson
Owner/Broker
434-960-7044

Business 
Person of the Year!

Candice Cox
Realtor

434-960-8640

Randy White
Realtor

434-906-2187

Cindy Taylor
Realtor

434-422-2507

Melissa Davis
Realtor

405-604-7303

see all area listings at: www.monticellorealtors.com

434-589-3539 
800-825-LAKE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCATED NEXT TO LAKE 
MONTICELLO’S MAIN GATE

CELEBRATING 36 YEARS  
SERVING FLUVANNA AND  

THE SURROUNDING AREA.
THANKS FOR VOTING US  

#1 REAL ESTATE FIRM  
13 YEARS IN A ROW!

MONTICELLO
COUNTRY, REALTORS®

Check out some of our current listings 
Homes are going under contract quickly in this Spring Market.

Not sure about listing your home now?  
Let us show you how to navigate through the Pandemic in the housing market.  

We are Trained, Equipped and Essential Professionals.   
We can speak to you anytime, we are available 24/7, call one of our agents today!

9 Dogleg Road $199,900
Spacious one level home with attached oversized 
2 car garage. Living room, dining room, brick 
wood burning fireplace, large eat in kitchen. Built 
in bookcases, new flooring, fresh paint & back 
deck. Near shopping & golf course.

GOLF AREA

Lot 47 Beaver Lane $199,900
To be built by JT Homes! New home on 3 
acres! Growing neighborhood of Forest Ridge 
in Scottsville. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, vaulted mas-
ter suite, open floor plan, kitchen with granite 
counters, choice of cabinets. Full basement. 
Time to customize.

NEW
 

CONSTRUCTIO
N

3 Beaver Place $239,900
NEW HOME FOR SPRING situated on 3 acres! NO 
HOA! Short distance to Historic Scottsville.   Built by 
Award Winning Custom Home builder JT HOMES. 
Upgraded kitchen, split bedrm. layout, with 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 baths, unfinished walkout basement, 
over sized 2 car garage. Still time to pick out your 
colors and personalize this home just for you. 

NEW
 

CONSTRUCTIO
N

45 Amethyst Road    $247,700
Meticulously maintained 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath 
home. Walk to beach 3. Over 2120+ fin. sq. 
ft. with formal living & dining rooms, upgraded 
kitchen with ss appliances, granite counters & 
island. Huge master suite with attached bath 
walk in closet, jetted tub & stairs to storage attic.

NEAR BEACH

61 Wildwood Drive $309,900
Awesome location! Walk to the Beach! One level, 
ranch home with tile entry, laminate floors.Vault-
ed ceilings, skylights, stone fireplace, formal din-
ing room, large eat in kitchen with breakfast bar. 
Sun Room, huge master bedroom suite, home 
office. Attached 2 car garage, paved driveway.

NEAR BEACH

13 Old Homestead Cir. $524,900
Waterfront home with amazing views, 100’ wa-
ter & boat dock. 3000+ fin sq. ft. with 3 master 
bedroom suites. Open flare with hardwood floors, 
vaulted ceilings, skylights, kitchen with center 
island, custom cabinets, ss appliances. 2 large 
viewing decks, full finished walk out basement.

WATERFRONT

136 Copper Lane $174,900
Two story colonial located in the town of Louisa 
with public water & sewer. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
country front porch, back deck, formal areas. 
Situated on 1.5 acres with private back yard. 
Great price!

LOUISA

3432 Keswick Road $674,000
Immaculate home on 7 acres in Keswick. 5 min. 
to Charlottesville with dividable lot. 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bath, first floor master suite, formal living 
room & dining room. Large eat in kitchen, two 
fireplaces, detached garage. Screened porch, full 
basement & workshop/2 sheds.

KESW
IC

K
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Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 02-29-19 Issue

call today 
& schedule!
434-981-8968Email:

landscaping@gardenkeepersofvirginia.com

Decks, porches, docks, exterior & inte-
rior repairs, kitchens and baths built in 

cabinets and shelf units

 Office: 434-589-2561
Cell: 518-469-2939

tuckerloren40@gmail.com

Loren Tucker 
Fine Carpentry

High quality work, fair prices, custom 
woodworking a specialty 
30 plus years experience.

Licensed & Insured

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 03-28-19 Issue

HHoommee
IImmpprroovveemmeennttss

Here is your ad proof. Please let me know
if you want changes or not. (591-1000).

Thanks!
Fluvanna Review 01-18-07 Issue

LLeehhnneerrtt
KKuurrtt

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall 
LLiicceennsseedd CCoonnttrraaccttoorr

CCaarrppeennttrryy,, 
EElleeccttrriiccaall,, PPlluummbbiinngg,, 

TTiillee aanndd MMoorree......

443344--224422--44663344

  

PRECISION 

LAWN 
SERVICE, LLC

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 03-12-20 Issue

Superior lawn care for Lake Monticello and 
surrounding areas at an affordable price. 

THINK SPRING!
MULCHING, MOWING 

AND MORE!
Call today for your free estimate. 

Don’t forget to ask about our other lawn care services. 
Monthly, weekly, or one time service.

Locally owned & operated since 2007 • Fully Insured

434-989-9247
precision.lawnservice@yahoo.com 

www.precisionlawn.info

Mountain
Laurel
Landscaping
Jeff O’Dell
Landscape
Contractor

Landscape Design & Installation
Trees, Shrubs, Annuals

Retaining Walls, Picket Fences
Walkways & Patios

Local Company

434-589-8218
mtnll10@gmail.com

Locally Grown Quality Plants
Available for You to Purchase

Here is your ad proof. Please let me know
if you want changes or not. (591-1000).

Thanks!
Fluvanna Review 10-01-09 Issue

434-589-5075
www.taylorlynhomes.com
email: tlhomesinc@gmail.com

Est.     1989

Edward B. Peed, Owner
Serving Fluvanna County & Surrounding Areas

Visit Our Visit Our 

Website Website 

for Client for Client 

TestimonialsTestimonials

Ad Proof #2
Fluvanna Review 04-23-19 Issue

J.J. BEVILACQUA
434-589-8825

jjb@yourmanfridayva.com • www.yourmanfridayva.com

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

Affordable Handyman Services
• HOUSE/DECK POWER WASHING

• HOUSE PAINTING EXTERIOR/INTERIOR
• DECK/PORCH REMODELING/REPAIR

• DECK/PORCH STAINING
• WINDOW/DOOR REPLACEMENT
• GUTTER GUARDS INSTALLATION
• HARDWOOD/LAMINATE FLOOR

• ELECTRIC/PLUMBING
• DRYWALL REPAIR/REPLACEMENT

Your Man Friday Inc.
MAKE A LIST - ONE CALL - WE DO IT ALL

PAINTING & STAINING Interior & Exterior  POWERWASHING Homes, Decks, Docks, Walks

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 07-11-19 Issue

“The bitterness of poor quality lasts long after the sweetness of low price is forgotten”

434.906.1898 get on the list

HOME RENOVATION
AND RESTORATION
n Sheetrock & Plaster Repairs
n Craftsman Carpentry 
n Tile Removed and Replaced
n  Basement Finishing  

and Remodeling
n  Custom Decks, Docks,  

Walks, Retaining Walls

 www.insideoutpaintingplus.net

Inside/Out Painting Plus
Ad Proof #2 Fluvanna Review 03-19-20 Issue

Monticello Mulch & Landscaping

ia tq
OPEN Monday-Friday 8 am to 6 pm | Saturday 9 am-5 pm | Sunday 11 am-5 pm
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK!

FREE ESTIMATES & SCHEDULING  434-589-8675
Visit our website for more info  monticellomulch.com

CHECKS
ACCEPTED

Residential & Commercial Landscape Design, Installation & Maintenance

• Bulk Mulch/Stone Sales
• Driveway Stone
•  Natural Brown River Stone 

- all sizes
• Pea Gravel and Sand
• Slate Patio Stones

LOCATED
NEXT TO

LONG & FOSTER 
REALITY 

 @ 3647 LAKE 
MONTICELLO

ROAD

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE 10% OFF OF YOUR ORDER!
RESTRICTIONS APPLY FOR DISCOUNT

• Home Services Directory •
TODAY, MORE THAN EVER, OUR HOMES MEAN EVERYTHING TO US.

THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES ARE HERE TO HELP US KEEP THEM IN TIP TOP SHAPE.
EMAIL JUDI AT SALES@FLUVANNAREVIEW.COM TO ADD YOUR SERVICE TO THIS PAGE.
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• Home Services Directory •
TODAY, MORE THAN EVER, OUR HOMES MEAN EVERYTHING TO US.

THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES ARE HERE TO HELP US KEEP THEM IN TIP TOP SHAPE.
EMAIL JUDI AT SALES@FLUVANNAREVIEW.COM TO ADD YOUR SERVICE TO THIS PAGE.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED IN ALBEMARLE, FLUVANNA, LOUISA AND MORE!

PROOF #3    Fluvanna Review 05-07-20 Issue

Lucy Watkins     434.962.5829
• One-Level Living, Open Floor Plan
• 3 Spacious Bedrooms with Laminate Flooring
• Kitchen with Breakfast Bar, Stainless Steel Appls.
• Stone Front Gas Log Fireplace in Living Room
• 1556 sq. ft., built 1997, level .34 ac. lot
• Just off Rt. 53, near Lake amenities & Tufton pond 
• Offering Buyer Representation MLS #597482

$205,000 11 Rockwood Lane

Deannie Tanner  804.339.0860
• Forest View Subdivision
• 1.67 Acres near Zion Crossroads
• 4 BR, 2.5 BA, Attached Garage
• Main Level Hardwood Floors, Granite Kitchen
• Upgraded Cabinets, Stainless Appliances
• Paved Driveway, Luxury Garden Bath

$321,830 735 Pine Crest Drive, Troy

Jay Hurdle    434.906.3100
• 45.31 acres - Great location - Easy access to I-64
• Numerous home sites - One family division right
• Currently inhabited by deer, rabbits, squirrels, and turkeys
• Year-round stream - Possible pond site
• 1031 Exchange honored - Social distance where you love!

$196,500  Bell’s Lane, Louisa County   

Bev Nash    434.981.5560
• Over 5,600 sf of total living space
• 5 en-suite bedrooms with huge closets  
• 1.5 acres of lawns and trees on a cul de sac road
• 2 car attached garage plus a 3 bay detached garage
• Custom home with laminate, ceramic and carpeted floors
• Amazing storage areas in the finished attic and basement

$559,900 706 Landover Road, Louisa Co.

Patrick Burns    434.465.4444
• 3 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 3,248 Fin Sq Ft
• Master Bedroom Loft; Stone Fireplace
• Huge Recreation Room with Wet Bar
• Massive Deck for Entertaining & Outdoor Living
• Private Setting, Close Mountain Views, 5.50 Acres

$450,000                    Albemarle County

Tracey McFarlane  434.882.0067
• Gorgeous 4 acre Lot - Albemarle County
• Similar to Photo, 4 BR, 2.5 BA, Attached Garage
• Very Open 1st floor features Engineered Hardwoods
• Upgraded Kitchen Cabinets & Island
• 5’ Tile Shower, upgraded Windows & Interior Doors

$274,020 #8 Briery Farm Rd, Scottsville

Lori Click    434.326.7593
• The LAKEVILLE - 4 Bedroom - 1st Floor MBR
• Similar to Photo, 1+ Acre, Starting Soon! 
• Light Filled Great Room with Extra Windows
• Dining Nook with Angled Window Bay
• 36” Kitchen Cabinets, 10’ x 12’ Rear Deck
• Oven, Microwave, Dishwasher Included

$236,850 843 Reedy Creek Rd, Louisa

Dan Corbin    434.531.6155
• One Level Living - Split Floor Plan
• 1797 Sq ft 3 Bed / 2 Ba  Better than new
• New Appliances, HVAC ,Fresh Paint, No HOA
• 5 Acres, Fenced, Large Shed, Whole House Gen
• 9 Mi to I-64, 5 min to Town of Louisa, MLS 601323

$285,900 288 Roni Lane, Louisa           

- BELOW APPRAISAL VALUE -

$360,000  Fluvanna County

Ruth Guss    434.960.0414
• 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 1,730 Fin. Sq. Ft.
• 19 +/- Acres, open & ready to be fenced for animals
• Quality brick home with “good bones” needs cosmetic TLC
• Brick, detached 2 car garage with electric opener 
• In-ground pool, just needs a new liner                      MLS #594708

MOVE-IN
 READY!

CONTRACT PENDIN
G

434.974.1500
943 GLENWOOD STATION LANE, SUITE 203
CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 22901

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?  Find a RE/MAX® agent

BETTER THAN NEW
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE – ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT
PURPOSE OF NOTICE: To seek public comment on a draft permit from the De-
partment of Environmental Quality that will allow the release of treated waste-
water/stormwater into a water body in Fluvanna County, Virginia.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: April 30, 2020 – June 1, 2020 
PERMIT NAME: Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit –
Wastewater/Stormwater issued by DEQ, under the authority of the State Wa-
ter Control Board
APPLICANT NAME, ADDRESS AND PERMIT NUMBER:  Virginia Electric and
Power Company; 120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219; VA0004138
FACILITY NAME AND LOCATION: Dominion - Bremo Power Station; 1038
Bremo Road, Bremo Bluff, Virginia 23022
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Virginia Electric and Power Company has applied 
for a modified permit for the Dominion - Bremo Power Station. The modified 
permit includes the addition of Outfall 008 (discharge from East Pond which 
will receive non-contact stormwater and emergent groundwater); removal of 
Outfalls 003, 004, 007, 202, 101, 501, 502, 503, and 505; removal of steam 
electric power generating requirements; removal of cooling water intake struc-
ture requirements; removal of thermal mixing zone requirements; and removal 
of groundwater monitoring plan requirements. From Outfall 008, the applicant 
proposes to release effluent at a rate of 800,000 gallons per day into the James 
River in Fluvanna County in the James River/Bear Garden Creek/South Creek 
watershed. A watershed is the land area drained by a river and its incoming 
streams. For Outfall 008, the modified permit requires monitoring for flow, sol-
ids and toxicity. For Outfall 008, the modified permit also requires monitoring 
for all applicable water quality criteria parameters once during the first full cal-
endar quarter following notification that discharge has commenced.  
HOW TO COMMENT AND/OR REQUEST A PUBLIC HEARING: DEQ ac-
cepts comments and requests for public hearing by e-mail, fax, hand delivery, 
or postal mail. All comments and requests must be in writing and be received 
by DEQ during the comment period. Submittals must include the names, mail-
ing addresses and telephone numbers of the commenter/requester and of all 
persons represented by the commenter/requester. A request for public hear-
ing must also include: 1) The reason why a public hearing is requested. 2) A 
brief, informal statement regarding the nature and extent of the interest of the 
requester or of those represented by the requester, including how and to what 
extent such interest would be directly and adversely affected by the permit. 3) 
Specific references, where possible, to terms and conditions of the permit with 
suggested revisions. A public hearing may be held, including another comment 
period, if public response is significant, based on individual requests for a public 
hearing, and there are substantial, disputed issues relevant to the permit. 
CONTACT FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS, DOCUMENT REQUESTS AND 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Name: Beverley Carver
Address:  Valley Regional Office, 4411 Early Road, P.O. Box 3000, Harrisonburg,

Virginia, 22801
Phone: (540) 574-7805 E-mail: beverley.carver@deq.virginia.gov
The public may review the draft permit and application at the DEQ office named 
above by appointment or may request copies of the documents from the con-
tact person listed above.

PUBLIC HEARING
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors

Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at 7:00 p.m.
The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Board of Supervisors 
of Fluvanna County, in accordance with Section 33.2-331 of the Code of 
Virginia, will conduct a joint Public Hearing in the Morris Room, located 
in the Fluvanna County Administration Building, 132 Main Street, Pal-
myra, Virginia, at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2020. The purpose of 
this Public Hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed Second-
ary Six-Year Plan for Fiscal Years 2020/21 through 2025/26 in Fluvanna 
County, and on the Secondary System Construction Budget for Fiscal Year 
2020/21. Copies of the proposed Plan and Budget may be reviewed at the 
Louisa Residency Office of the Virginia Department of Transportation, lo-
cated at 3709 Davis Highway, Louisa, or at the Fluvanna County Adminis-
trator’s Office located at 132 Main Street, Palmyra, Virginia. 

All projects in the Secondary Six-Year Plan that are eligible for federal 
funds will be included in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Pro-
gram (STIP), which documents how Virginia will obligate federal trans-
portation funds. 

Persons requiring special assistance to attend and participate in this hear-
ing should contact the Virginia Department of Transportation at 540 829-
7500. Persons wishing to speak at this public hearing should contact the 
Fluvanna County Administrator’s Office at 434-591-1910.

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 
05-07-20 & 05-14-20 Issues

PUBLIC HEARING
BY ORDER OF FLUVANNA COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Pursuant to Virginia Code Sec. 15.2-1427, the Board of Supervisors 
of Fluvanna County, Virginia (the “County”) will hold a public  
hearing at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, in the Morris 
Room of the Fluvanna County Administration Building in Palmyra, 
Virginia, located at 132 Main Street, Palmyra, Virginia, 22963 for 
citizens of the County to have the opportunity to be heard by the 
Board of Supervisors for the following items: 
TO READOPT AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO EFFECTUATE 
TEMPORARY CHANGES IN CERTAIN DEADLINES AND TO 
MODIFY PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING PRACTICES 
AND PROCEDURES TO ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERA-
TIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PANDEMIC DISASTER
Complete information concerning this temporary ordinance is 
available in the County Administration Office, located at 132 Main 
Street, Palmyra, Virginia 22963, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. Persons requiring accommodation to  
facilitate participation are encouraged to contact the Office of the 
County Administrator at 132 Main Street, Palmyra, Virginia 22963 
or at (434) 591-1910, at least five days prior to the meeting.

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review Issues 
05-07-20 and 05-14-20
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 CLASSIFIEDS  $5 per Week
Contact Edee - edee@fluvannareview.com 434-207-

0221 or stop by our office at Crofton Plaza Building 106, 
Suite 1. Payment: In advance. We accept: Visa, Master 

Card, Discover, checks & cash. 
For $10 your ad will appear in the next two issues of the Flu-
vanna Review. Deadline for print ads is MONDAY BY NOON.

HOPE EXTENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  Find 
yourself in proverbial hell?  Don’t stop, keep walking! 
There is light at the end of the tunnel as surely as day 
follows night.

EVENTS

REIKI 1 ONLINE CLASS – Sunday, May 17, from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Learn: Energy centers of the body, healing 
techniques for self and others; group healing; scanning 
the body for imbalances, how to purify your energy field. 
$175.00. Includes manual and certification. Call Kim at 
(434) 249-1806.

FOR SALE

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial Gardens and 
Monticello Memory Gardens. Significant   savings! Call 
(434) 295-1750

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10-Ton Crush Run @ $ 200., 10-Ton 
#57 @ $230. Other stone/rock   also available.  Pricing includes 
local delivery and *tailgate spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

HELP WANTED

COOKS/FOOD SERVICE WORKERS: positions available 
at Fork Union nursing home. Interested applicants for 
Cooks and Food Service work, please contact Aaron at 
(804) 652-9149 or: aaron.boyd@hcsgcorp.com.  

ANIMAL CARE: Caring For Creatures needing  animal 
care staff. Seeking reliable, hard-working candidates with 
their own transportation. Must be at least 18 yrs of age 
and enjoy being around dogs/cats. Tasks: Feeding and 
cleaning animal areas. 35-40 hrs/wk, one weekend day 
required. Also considering candidates needing fewer 
hours for just cat cleaning tasks: 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Call 
(434) 842-2404 to schedule interview. 

CDL DELIVERY DRIVERS: US Foods is hiring Class A, 
CDL Delivery Drivers! $5000 Sign On Bonus! Excellent 
Pay!! Excellent Benefits!! Apply on-line at: https://www.
usfoods.com/jobs	

REAL ESTATE

MAGGIE GUNNELS: Your Local Fluvanna Realtor. Connect 
with Maggie Gunnels at (434) 960-8987 or Email: Maggie@
gunnelsgroup.com, or online at www.GunnelsGroup.com 
& www.Facebook.com/GunnelsGroup - Owner, Gunnels 
Group and Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate. 

RENTALS

KENTS STORE ARC COMMUNITY CENTER: Affordable 
facility available to rent for receptions, anniversaries, baby 
or bridal showers, birthday parties or any event where you 
need some extra space for a group gathering. Tables & chairs 
included in  rental fee. If interested in more information, 
please email Barbara: bab1122@sbcglobal.net	

WILMINGTON CLUBHOUSE: Looking for a venue to host 
your party or event? Wilmington Clubhouse is available 
for rent at 1083 Wilmington Road, Palmyra, VA 22963. For 
more information email: WilmingtonClub@gmail.com or 
phone (434) 373-0985, or text. 

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES MANAGEMENT:  MCR, 3661 
Lake Monticello Road, Palmyra, VA.  For current home 
rentals: contact Genevieve at (434) 589-7653 or email: 
MonticelloPropertiesMgt@gmail.com	

SERVICES

HOME HELPER & COMPANION CARE: Lake Monticello 
residents: I provide non-medical visiting and helping 
with aspects of daily life, grocery shopping, run errands, 
laundry, light housekeeping, cooking/meal prep, 
companionship, neighborhood drives, etc.  I am an 
experienced, loving calm & nurturing Mother & Nanny 
and will provide Baby care or Babysitting also. Excellent 
References ! I am your Neighbor ! Low hourly rate. Call 
Susanna (757) 955-0589. 

CAREGIVER/COMPANION with a sense of humor and 
loving heart. Ten years experience, excellent references. 
$15/hour for a dedicated, dependable, organized 
caregiver for every need. Call or text Ellen 434-327-2977. 

HVAC SERVICES/HEATING & AIR: Heating & A/C 
Installations, Service, Repairs, Replacement, and/or 
Preventive Maintenance.  Give Brian a Call. Large or Small, 
We Can COVER IT ALL ! Reasonable Rates/Friendly Service 
and Work Warranty. (434) 872-3721.

GREG’S LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES: Offering 
mulching, leaf removal, fertilizer/reseeding grass, 
mowing. Tree pruning/planting, removal of storm 
damage: tree limbs, branches, etc. on grounds. Free 
Estimates. Call (540) 556-0794. 

CLEANING SERVICES: Thorough house cleaning! 
Including ; windows, porches, refrigerators, stoves, 
vacuum vents, cleaning fans, etc.  One time ‘broom-
sweep’ for closings!! Reasonable prices. Please call Dee 
at (434) 806-3236. 

SEW WHAT?? Designer and Wedding Consultant. 
Specializing in Wedding gowns, Bridesmaids and 
everything for the Bridal Party/alterations. Prom dresses  
and dress making. Also curtains/drapery, slip covers/
pillows. Call Ms. Wallace for appointment at (434) 842-2860. 

CP MUSIK STUDIO: 12 years Experience teaching: 
Piano, Drums, Violin, Saxophone, Guitar, Trumpet…
and More! First Lesson FREE. Located @ Village Station, 
13652 James Madison Hwy., (across from post office) 
Palmyra, VA 22963. cpmusikstudio@gmail.com. Phone 
(434) 326-8810, Curtis Partusch. 

CARPENTER: For all your  home repairs, dry wall,  door 
locks/ dead bolts  installed. Furniture repairs: Table legs 
wobbly? Chair backs/seats need reinforcement? Dresser 
drawers not closing? Inside doors need planing?  Call 
me for FREE estimates. Tom Maschi (434) 293-9058.  

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE: Fluvanna Self Storage 
on Lake Monticello Road (Rte 618) offers 2 convenient 
locations with both Climate Controlled and Regular 
month-to-month rentals (24/7 availability),also locks, 
moving supplies, U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE  manager. 
(434) 589-2222, email: manager@storeFSS.com, or: visit: 
storeFSS.com, today!  

CLIMATE CONTROLLED SELF STORAGE: at Lake 
Monticello across from Food Lion Grocery Store. Jefferson 
Centre Self Storage features 24/7 Access, On-Site Kiosk, 
Security Cameras and Month-to-Month Availability. Call 
(434) 906-4030, email : Jeffersoncentre@cbsrentals.com, 
or visit: jeffersoncentreselfstorage.com today! 

SPECIAL NOTICES

FREE TAKE-OUT MEAL SERVICES: Delivery to your 
house if you cannot drive or leave your home! Lake 
Monticello local area ONLY. I can get your groceries at Food 
Lion, bring you your Meal Orders from local eateries !! No 
delivery Charge. I work for TIPS ONLY. I am supplementing 
my income as my work hours have been reduced. Perfect 
References ! Call me for info: (757) 955-0589. 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS: Monticello Country 
Realtors supports local businesses. www.
monticellorealtors.com (434) 589-3539

 WANTED

COINS: I buy old coins. Call (434) 466-7968. 

2020 FSPCA SPONSORS NEEDED:  Be a 2020 sponsor 
for Pet of the Week and help find forever homes for our 
shelter pets. Your business name with phone number 
and/or email address or an individual’s special message/
memorial may be printed under the pet photo. Call 
Edee at (434) 207-0221 or email: edee@fluvannareview.
com, with questions/requests. 

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide or in other states.  Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

VINYL REPLACEMENT Double Hung Window $249* 
Installed w/Free Trim Wrap. Call 804-739-8207. Siding, 
Roofing and More!

HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

NEED CDL Drivers?   Advertise your JOB OPENINGS 
statewide or in other states.  Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions to reach truck drivers.  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court cost.  No 
court appearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook).  
757-490-0126 Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 
AD NETWORK

ACROSS
1 Trapper's device
6 "You ___?"

10 Shot in the dark
14 Time punctuation
15 "A Death in the 

Family" author 
James

16 Hefty horn
17 Highly capable
18 Prom attendee
19 Turing portrayed

in "The Imitation 
Game"

20 Checkout slip
22 Really dislike
24 Purse part
26 Potsie's pal
27 Bothersome bug
30 Take to court
32 Give some slack
34 Convention voter
38 Go up against
39 Zoo structures
41 Roswell sight-

ings 3 "The Black 33 Endured 50 Starbucks 
42 Lantern filler Stallion" boy 35 Not too many offering
44 Garage job 4 Boxing ring 36 Sightseeing trip 52 Expunge
46 Ice Age mammal borders 37 TV sports 53 Stick in one's 
48 Like some humor 5 Give the right award ____
49 Architect's (to) 40 Aardvark's tidbit 54 Have coming

output 6 Snare drum 43 Went under 56 Do magazine 
51 Ratched or sounds 45 Release a work

Pilbow 7 Sensitive sub- fastening band 57 Campaign 
53 Campfire sound ject, to some 47 Coercion worker
55 Back off, in 8 Requirement 49 Lying face- 58 Bleacher feature

battle 9 What Ike Godsey down 61 Workout seg-
59 Big name in IRAs ran ment
60 Soldier's stance, 10 Upholsterer's 

with "at" tool
62 Circle spokes 11 Garden bulb
63 Part of A.M. 12 Embarrass
64 Gets one's goat 13 Cause of ruin
65 "All kidding ___ 21 Darth's daughter

...." 23 Fill, and then 
66 Garden invader some
67 Farm workers? 25 Walter who 
68 One of the starred in "Mrs.

Monkees Miniver"
27 ___ jacket

DOWN 28 Brain section
1 Leave a mark on 29 Part of BYOB
2 Junction point 31 "___ whiz!"

Week of 5/18/20 - 5/24/20 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2020 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Last Week's Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

A S T I R C A P E A D A M
G O R G E A R I A P O L O
R U I N G B E N T T W I T
A R M O R P L A T E D N E T

R A R E O R E G A N O
B E N E D I C T Y A R N
A D O E M A I L R I D E R
A G U E P R E E N D O M E
S Y R U P S U G A R U M A

I R I S P E D E S T A L
R I S O T T O N I N E
U G H H A I R D R E S S E R
S L I T P L E A W A L L E
T O N E L E E R A M U S E
Y O G A E D D Y L E G A L

Community Giving Pantry available

State Farm Agent Gary Albert and his 
team have started a Community Giving 
Pantry to help people who may need 

groceries during the pandemic. The idea 
behind the pantry is to “take what you 
need and give what you can,” he said. 

“This is just a small way for people 
who need to stop by and pick up some-
thing to eat, and a small way for people 
coming out of the grocery store to drop 
a few items for a neighbor that might 
need help.  It’s an idea that I saw from 
a colleague in another state, and I hope 
others copy it too and put something out 
like this.  We’re all in this together” said 
Albert. 

The pantry is located by the State Farm 
office on Turkeysag trail (right next to 
Food Lion). The community pantry will 
be outside and open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.
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The Fluvanna Review wins three VPA awards                                         

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #1
Fluvanna Review 10-03-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

RENTALS
29 Englewood Drive 
Lake Monticello | $1,175 month

6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,775 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE 
We provide peace of mind to residential and  
second home owners who spend extended 
time away from their Lake Monticello home.  

Providing care and security of  
your most valuable asset.

Full Property Management 
Made Easy!

Peace
of mind...
priceless!e

 Give us a call for details 
 so you can relax.

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #2         Fluvanna Review 10-24-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

Peace
of mind...
priceless!e

 Give us a call for details 
 so you can relax.

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!

RENTALS 1 Horseback Lane
Lake Monticello |$1,175 month

3526 Dogwood Drive
Fluvanna County | $1,200/month

48 Bolling Circle
Lake Monticello | $1,500 month

6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential and second  

home owners who spend extended time away from their 
Lake Monticello home. Providing care and security of   

your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $900/month

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #2         Fluvanna Review 10-31-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

Don’t Let 
Leaving Your 
House Haunt 

You!

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!

RENTALS 1 Horseback Lane
Lake Monticello |$1,175 month

3526 Dogwood Drive
Fluvanna County | $1,200/month

48 Bolling Circle
Lake Monticello | $1,500 month

6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential and second  

home owners who spend extended time away from their 
Lake Monticello home. Providing care and security of   

your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $900/month

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #1         Fluvanna Review 11-28-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
MADE EASY!

RENTALS 6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential
and second home owners who spend
extended time away from their  
Lake Monticello home. Providing care 
and security of your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $880/month

relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure

Call for details

Happy
Thanksgiving

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #1         Fluvanna Review 12-26-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MADE EASY!

RENTALS 9 Shortwood Circle
Lake Monticello | $1,175/month

17 Morewood Place 
Lake Monticello | $1,200/month

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential
and second home owners who spend
extended time away from their  
Lake Monticello home. Providing care 
and security of your most valuable asset.

relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure

Call for details

First
Virginia 
Homes
Wishes
You & 
Your
Families 
A Happy New Year!

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #1         Fluvanna Review 11-14-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
MADE EASY!

RENTALS 1 Horseback Lane
Lake Monticello |$1,150 month

6 Sandy Beach 
Lake Monticello | $1,750 monthh

Home Watch SERVICE
We provide peace of mind to residential and second  
home owners who spend extended time away from 

their Lake Monticello home. Providing care and 
security of your most valuable asset.

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

44 Fawn Lake Apt. #4
Fork Union- | $880/month

relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure

Call for details

www.firstvirginiahomes.com

Ad Proof #2         Fluvanna Review 12-19-19 Issue

434.589.3958
FirstVirginiaHomesRentals@yahoo.com

Craig McCormick
Owner/Broker

Lisa McCormick
Owner/Realtor &

Property Manager

FREE Property Management Consultation

FULL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
MADE EASY!

RENTALS 9 Shortwood Circle
Lake Monticello | $1,175/month

17 Morewood Place 
Lake Monticello | $1,200/month

264 Turkeysag Trail-Unit D 
Foodlion Shopping Center
Commercial space at busy shopping 
center in Fluvanna Co. Call for details.

relax!
we’re keeping 

your Home  
safe and secure

     Call for details

Home Watch SERVICE
WE PROVIDE PEACE OF MIND TO RESIDENTIAL 

AND SECOND HOME OWNERS WHO SPEND EXTENDED 
TIME AWAY FROM THEIR LAKE MONTICELLO HOME.   

PROVIDING CARE AND SECURITY OF YOUR 
MOST VALUABLE ASSET.

Merry   
Christmas!

AWARD: FIRST PLACE
Category: Advertising/Real Estate
Winner: Lynn Stayton-Eurell
Entry: First Virginia Homes

1st

12    |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |  MAY 9–15, 2019 To advertise email: sales@fluvannareview.com

Thousands of visitors enjoyed Old Farm 
Day Saturday (May 4) under sunny skies at 
Pleasant Grove Park in Palmyra.

“With over 140 exhibitors and vendors, 
there was definitely something for everyone 
to enjoy at this year’s festival,” said Old Farm 
Day Committee co-chair Tricia Johnson.

Familiar favorite activities for children, 
like horse-drawn hayrides, pony rides and 
the petting zoo, put smiles on the faces of 
little ones. Live music, vendors and exhibi-
tors of all sorts, and a wide variety of food 
trucks made all generations happy.

The preview of the Farm Heritage 
Museum, where about one-third of exhib-
its are complete, drew crowds to see the 
antique and vintage agricultural equip-
ment. The new tasting garden, where visi-
tors could sample offerings from local vine-
yards, a local brewery, and a cidery under 
shade trees on the lawn of the historic 
Haden House was a particular favorite.

“This truly is Fluvanna’s favorite family fes-
tival,” said Johnson. “It is a wonderful thing 
to see folks from our community – from the 
littlest children to our elders – celebrating 
Fluvanna’s agricultural heritage together.”

Old Farm Day is hosted by the Fluvanna 
Historical Society, and is organized and run 
by the all-volunteer Old Farm Day Commit-
tee and community volunteers.

Old Farm Day draws thousands
SUBMITTED BY TRICIA JOHNSON

Ryleigh Kavanaugh

To advertise call: 434.207.0223 MAY 9–15, 2019 |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |   13

Photos courtesy of Tricia Johnson, Theresa N. White and Valerie Ramos.

To advertise call: 434.207.0223 JULY 25–31, 2019  |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |   15

Changing with the times: Fluvanna Review turns 40 helped significantly by giving the 
paper a loan to get it out of pressing 
debt.

Allen’s new philosophy revolved 
around turning the Review from an 
essentially one-man show into a busi-
ness. “I started hiring staff,” he said. 
“That was the only way it was going 
to grow, because one person can 
only do so much. Over time I hired an 
office manager, a designer, an editor 
and additional salespeople.”

In 2004 Allen also made the long-an-
ticipated jump into weekly produc-
tion. “We needed to be timelier with 
the news,” he said. “Our competitors 
at the time were the Central Virginian 
out of Louisa, which had a Fluvanna 
section, and the Rural Virginian, which 
was mostly Scottsville but had a little 
Fluvanna news. They were weekly; we 
weren’t.”

As the Fluvanna Review grew, Allen 
kept its mission intact. “We reported 
both sides of any hot topic facing the 
county and let the readers decide,” he 
said. “We tried to be unbiased. First 
and foremost our responsibility was 
to our readers, and secondly to our 
advertisers… We were the one paper 
that was all Fluvanna, all the time, and 
we wanted to be the best source of 
Fluvanna news.”

Monthlies
One competitor, the Rural Virgin-

ian, “started coming really hard after 
us in Fluvanna, trying to compete,” 
Allen said. “I thought the best defense 
might be a good offense.” So in 2002 
he began the Scottsville Monthly.

“The Scottsville Monthly was literal-
ly an overnight success,” he said. “On 
my first day selling advertising, I sold 
enough to cover the first year of ex-
penses. People in Scottsville loved 
having their own paper.”

In 2003 Allen started another 
monthly, this time in Buckingham. 
“Buckingham was the one county in 
Virginia that didn’t have a newspaper,” 
Allen said. “So I started the Bucking-
ham Beacon. The people embraced it 
with open arms.”

Pleased with the success of his 
two monthlies, Allen looked next to 
Orange County, and in 2005 started 
OC Magazine. “There was already a 
weekly paper there and I didn’t want 
to compete head-to-head, so we went 
with more of a magazine feel,” he said.

Then in 2008 Allen decided to go 

into Louisa, again using a magazine 
format for Louisa Life so as not to 
compete with the county’s existing 
newspaper. Next he looked to Greene 
County, but the Great Recession 
halted his plans. “I decided to batten 
down the hatches 
and ride it through,” 
he said.

All four month-
lies and the Review 
function under 
Valley Publishing, 
a company Allen 
created. While 
newspapers across 
the country are 
being bought up 
by media con-
glomerates, Valley 
Publishing remains 
a loyal Fluvanna 
company, located 
in Crofton Plaza off 
Lake Monticello 
Road. 

New era
As time stretched 

on, Allen felt the 
sense of burnout 
return. “I had been 
publishing for 12 years,” he said. “My 
plan in life was never to be a publish-
er – it just kind of happened that way.” 
He started looking for buyers.

Around the same time, two career 
newspapermen interested in running 
a local paper discovered the Fluvan-
na Review and liked what they saw. 
In 2010 Carlos Santos and Dave Ress, 
both former Richmond Times-Dis-
patch reporters, bought Valley Pub-
lishing. Santos took over as publisher 
and Ress stayed in the background as 
a silent partner.

One of the first things Santos did 
was establish a website for the Flu-
vanna Review. “It was primitive but it 
allowed us to have a daily newspaper,” 
Santos said. “That was big, because 
suddenly we were competing with 
the local TV stations.” Over the years 
Santos upgraded the website, culmi-
nating in last year’s launch of a sleeker, 
more streamlined format that also in-
cludes the monthly publications.

Santos, who had 33 years of expe-
rience as a reporter when he took 
over, initially wrote many of the news 
stories himself, and over time the Flu-
vanna Review developed a hard news 

edge. He doubled the number of 
color pages and focused on expand-
ing the paper’s reach throughout the 
county and into surrounding areas.

Now the five papers together have 
a monthly circulation of 46,000. The 

Fluvanna Review prints 6,300 copies 
each week delivered directly to 
homes at Lake Monticello, Broken 
Island and Sycamore Square, and 
available at over 100 key locations 
throughout Fluvanna, Albemarle, 
Louisa and Charlottesville.

One of Santos’ more influential 
decisions was to enter the Fluvanna 
Review into the Virginia Press Associ-
ation’s (VPA) yearly competition for 
journalism and newspaper design 
excellence. While the awards that 
began accumulating gave the Re-
view’s staff a sense of accomplish-
ment, their impact went further than 
mere validation. The paper’s journal-
ists and designers started pushing 
themselves to meet a higher stan-
dard – by writing better, digging 
deeper, asking harder questions, 
and designing with elegance and 
creativity.

The Fluvanna Review has won 88 
VPA awards since 2010 for breaking 
news writing, investigative journal-
ism, government coverage, column 
writing, advertising design, news 
layout, cover illustration and pho-
tography.

Looking forward
The news world has changed since 

the Fluvanna Review began in 1979. 
Local news in particular has suffered 
a tremendous blow, with many com-
munities around the country already 
finding themselves without reliable, 
objective information about what’s 
taking place in their hometown gov-
ernment, schools and law enforce-
ment agencies.

Producing a newspaper each week 
isn’t free. Staff members make modest 
salaries to support themselves and 
their families, and the costs of print-
ing, distribution and overhead don’t 
come cheaply.

Residents who value having a local 
newspaper – who appreciate not only 
the information provided but also the 
accountability enforced among those 
in power – need to speak with their 
dollars. It is a simple economic reality.

In the case of free newspapers like 
the Fluvanna Review, that means pur-
chasing advertisements rather than 
asking the paper to make repeated 
gifts of its time, print space and pub-
licity. Community newspapers like 
the Review do as much as they can 
to help the myriad worthwhile en-
deavors throughout their readership 
areas, but in the end – just like any 
other company – they need money to 
survive.

Santos reflected on that changing 
dynamic as he looked ahead to the 
paper’s future in the Fluvanna com-
munity.

“The Fluvanna Review has covered 
Fluvanna County news, good and 
bad, for four decades and we are cel-
ebrating that achievement. I’m proud 
of the paper and how hard our staff 
works every week to publish a lively, 
well-designed newspaper that accu-
rately reflects life in the county,” he 
said.

“No other media covers the county 
with our breadth and depth in news. 
No other media offers our reach for 
businesses that need to advertise.

“Newspapers all over the country 
are struggling and some are gone. 
We plan to be around a long time, but 
in the end it’s the community – both 
readers and advertisers – who make 
the final decision as to how long. I’m 
hoping for another 40 years.”

“The 18 years that I ran the 
paper were among the most 
satisfying years of my life. 
I learned on the job how to 
run a paper. I learned that 
sometimes it can be difficult 
and unpopular, but necessary. 
I learned to stand up for ethical 
and accurate reporting, to 
edit out poorly thought-out 
commentary and unfounded 
accusations.” – Len Gardner, 
Fluvanna Review founder
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roles: typing, advertising, layout, 
editing, reporting, special columns, 
bill paying, photography and dis-
tribution,” he said. “My wife, Doris, 
backed me up on almost all the jobs 
at the paper at one time or another.”

Though the volunteers received no 
salary, the money generated by the 
ads was more than enough to cover 
the paper’s expenses. So at the end of 
the year, Gardner would give his vol-
unteers a share of what the paper had 
made.

Over time, Gardner’s life grew 
busier. Once a mayor of a small town 
in Maryland, Gardner felt his political 
interest return. In 1992 he won elec-
tion to a seat on the Board of Super-
visors.

Passing the torch
“By 1995 the paper was running 56 

pages monthly in magazine format,” 
Gardner said. “It had become too 
big an enterprise to be run by volun-
teers. The Lake, and Fluvanna County 
as well, had grown into a significant 
market. A monthly publication was 
no longer adequate for news cover-
age or to serve the needs of the busi-
ness community. There was so much 
going on – if we didn’t go to a weekly 
paper someone else was going to 
come in and do it. I was just too busy 
at that point in time. I was the chair 
of the Board of Supervisors, and I 
couldn’t handle a weekly paper. So 
that’s when I recruited someone else 
to do it.”

Eric Allen, a Lake resident, graphic 
artist and former newspaper advertis-
ing manager, joined the staff in 1995, 
and when Gardner offered to sell the 
paper, Allen agreed. He took over 
as publisher in 1997 while Gardner 
stayed on as a silent partner.

 “The 18 years that I ran the paper were 
among the most satisfying years of my 
life,” Gardner said. “I learned on the job 
how to run a paper. I learned that some-
times it can be difficult and unpopular, 
but necessary. I learned to stand up for 
ethical and accurate reporting, to edit 
out poorly thought-out commentary 
and unfounded accusations.”

ing the Bulletin, which had grown 
to multiple legal-sized sheets. “The 
editor had to collect all the news, do 
most of the writing, do the typing, run 
off 200 copies on the Xerox machine, 
collate and staple them, and then 
stuff the paper into the mailboxes,” he 
said.

Becoming a newspaper
Four months after Gardner took 

over, the Lake Monticello Owners’ As-
sociation decided it would no longer 
subsidize the Lake Monticello News-
letter, as Gardner now called it, either 
financially or through use of its type-
writer and Xerox machine. Faced with 
the expense of printing in Charlottes-
ville and loath to ask for donations, 
Gardner decided to sell advertising in 
the Newsletter to defray its cost.

“I had no trouble getting adver-
tising,” Gardner said. “The advertis-
ers came to me because advertising 
in the Newsletter was the best and 
surest way to get their message to 
the growing population at the Lake.”

The Newsletter played an important 
role in Lake affairs, helping to secure 
individual mailboxes for homeown-
ers rather than clusters at the gates, 
and assisting in having Lake roads de-
clared fit for school bus travel.

In 1985 Gardner changed the name 
of the paper to the Lake Monticello 
Review, joking later that he selected 
the title because the monthly publi-
cation schedule made it impossible 
to do anything other than “review” 
the news.

But Gardner made a more import-
ant change from the moment he 
took over: including Fluvanna County 
news, not just Lake Monticello hap-
penings. After years of reporting on 
county Board of Supervisors meet-
ings, Gardner decided to adjust the 
publication’s name yet again to reflect 
its wider reach. And so, in 1988, the 
Lake Monticello and Fluvanna County 
Review was born.

Throughout the early years, 
Gardner relied on volunteers to keep 
the paper thriving. “More than 100 
volunteers served with me in many 

From simple beginnings as a one-
page monthly newsletter for Lake 
Monticello residents, the Fluvanna 
Review has grown into a thriving 
weekly newspaper covering news 
throughout Fluvanna County.

In the years since the first edition 
was printed in July 1979, the world 
has changed. While print once dom-
inated the market, now many people 
get their news from TV or online. This 
shift has affected advertising, and 
with online ads selling for pennies on 
the dollar, necessity has driven many 
once-free newspapers to sell sub-
scriptions to remain in business.

Through it all, the Fluvanna Review 
has spent the last 40 years publishing 
news affecting Fluvanna residents’ 
daily lives – for free. Its coverage of 
local government, schools, business, 
art, human interest and crime is un-
surpassed.

As the paper turns 40, the Fluvanna 
Review took the opportunity to look 
back through the years.

Birth of the Bulletin
The first house at Lake Monticello 

was built in 1971, and four years later, 
50 homes stood in the development 
– enough to necessitate a newslet-
ter. So in April 1975, five Lake resi-
dents got together and started what 
would someday become the Fluvan-
na Review.  

The first issue of the Residents’ As-
sociation News Bulletin, a one-page 
monthly newsletter, championed the 
paving of Route 600, which was then 
a dirt road.

The newsletter hummed along for 
four years until one pivotal day in July 
1979, when retiree Len Gardner, who 
had moved to the Lake a year earlier, 
volunteered to take over as Bulletin 
editor.

“There was a collective sigh of relief,” 
Gardner said in a 2014 interview. “No 
one else wanted the job. And as it 
turned out, no one else got a chance 
at the job for the next 18 years.”

The reason for the job’s unpopu-
larity, Gardner said, was the sheer 
amount of work involved in produc-

 Now 97 years old, Gardner stays in 
touch with Fluvanna Review staff and 
still occasionally attends Board of Su-
pervisors meetings. “I’m really pleased 
to be associated with the Review,” he 
said last week. “It has developed into 
a real county newspaper. It does a 
great job for the county.”

 Allen made several changes when 
he took over, but three stood out with 
lasting impact. He switched the paper 
to a tabloid format, which the Review 
still uses today. He began publishing 
every other week rather than once a 
month. But most significant of all, he 
changed the name of the paper one 
final time: to the Fluvanna Review.

Over the next two years, Allen’s re-
sponsibilities began to take a toll. “I 
was getting burned out,” he said in 
a 2014 interview. “I was the ad sales-
man, the editor, the designer and the 
delivery guy.” Plus, he said, he had 
never seen himself as a lifelong news-
paperman. So when an opportunity 
arose for Allen to go into the com-
puter business with a friend in Lynch-
burg, he decided to sell the paper.

Dismal days
In 1999 Allen sold the Review to a 

man who lived in Martinsville. “He 
planned to move up here, but it 
wasn’t working out,” Allen said. “He 
tried to run it from Martinsville.”

The task proved too difficult, and 
the paper started unraveling. Adver-
tisers grew angry with mistakes in 
their ads and began dropping out. 
The Review’s situation turned serious. 
“It was bankrupt on paper,” Allen said. 
“It had more debts than it had assets.”

Allen’s business venture hadn’t 
worked out, and merely a year after he 
sold the paper, he decided to return. “I 
bought it back for $1 and assumed all 
that debt,” he said.

Growing the business
Allen immediately got to work. 

“When people heard that I had 
come back, the advertisers who 
had dropped out jumped back in. I 
mended fences and put creditors at 
ease,” he said, noting that Gardner 

Changing with the times: Fluvanna Review turns 40
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BY BLAKE BERRY  AND  TYLER HARRIS
FLUVANNA COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM PROGRAM

THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN WITH THE OVERSIGHT  
OF JOURNALISM TEACHER ELIZABETH PELLICANE

SPORTS IN REVIEW

Tennis
The Lady Flucos’ match against Louisa 

was part of a complete sweep of oppos-
ing teams across all varsity sports April 23. 
Girls’ tennis beat Louisa by an overall score 
of 7-2, with wins in singles from senior 
Adora Gamage (9-7), junior Sarah White 
(9-7), freshman Anja Bajs (8-2), senior Lydia 
Napier (8-2), and sophomore Molli White 
(8-3). In doubles, Sarah White and Nika Ack-
enbom took second (8-5), and White and 
Bajs took third (8-4). 

The boys’ team also took a win against 
Louisa April 23, with big singles wins from 
senior Eugene Chow and sophomore Billy 
Ruffa. The match ended in dramatic fashion 
with the team having to win a doubles 
match from a tie, which the Flucos took in 
the end, reaching seven points first. “This 
definitely shows that we’re getting better 
this season. Multiple comeback wins have 
shown that we’re learning and going to be 
successful,” said Coach Mitchell Pace.

The girls’ tennis team hosted top rival 
Monticello April 25. According to Coach Feda 
Morton, it was a “historic day for the Lady 
Flucos as they won three matches, the most 
they have won in recent years against Mon-
ticello.” The final score was 3-6 Mustangs, but 
Morton noted that “two very close matches 
could have easily gone our way.”

In singles, number two seed White and 
number three seed Bajs won 8-4 and 8-6, re-
spectively. Sixth seed White tied at 8-8 and 
lost the tiebreaker 7-2. In doubles, Napier 
and White won 8-4, while White and Bajs 
dropped a very close match 6-8 at the end. 
The team’s overall record is 6-4.

Softball
The JV softball team took a loss during 

their game against Louisa April 23, going 
2-11. Freshman Shelby Clements said, “I 
think we need to pick ourselves up when 
we get that low, and need to keep going.”

In another game held April 26, the JV 
team lost 4-15. “We didn’t play like we nor-
mally do. We just had an off day. Personally, 
I was a little off. Mistakes are like a chain re-
action,” said freshman Laci Kelley.

The varsity Lady Flucos won at Louisa 

April 23. The game was a 0-0 tie until the 
fifth inning, when senior Gracie Walton hit 
two runs, then made another in the sixth 
inning. “We had a really good game,” said 
Walton, adding “Catera Marsh had a really 
amazing play in center field, and Lindsey 
Ward had a huge diving catch.” 

Girls’ soccer
Varsity girls’ soccer took on Louisa April 

22. The game was moved to an earlier time 
than the team was used to, forcing the team 
to play in much warmer weather. Sopho-
more Kaitlin Bower scored the first goal five 
minutes into the match. After staying tied 
for the majority of the match, senior Madi 
Nazar scored in the last four minutes, bring-
ing the score to 2-1 and winning for the 
Flucos. “We played really hard and worked 
well together,” said Nazar. In their second 
game of the week, the Lady Flucos lost in 
a home game against Monticello by a score 
of 0-3.

The JV team also played a home game 
against Monticello, in which they tied after 
a long battle with a score of 1-1. In the first 
half, nobody on either side scored, but 20 
minutes into the second half, the Flucos 
were able to score a goal off of a penalty 
kick. Unfortunately, right after that, the 
Monticello team scored a goal of their own. 
“We played a lot harder than the previous 
game. We didn’t know what to expect going 
into the game because we lost against 
them earlier in the season,” said sophomore 
Gracie McWilliams.

Boys’ soccer
Varsity’s game against Louisa April 22 

brought the team a major win, with a 6-0 
victory. “We knew going in that we were 
the better team, and that we just needed to 
play hard,” said senior Finn McLaughlin. The 
first half of the game brought one goal for 
the Flucos, but the real success came in the 
second. “The first half didn’t go as planned, 
but we worked for what we were going to 
do in the second half,” McLaughlin said.

Baseball 
The JV team took a loss at Louisa April 23. 

At the third inning, the team was losing 0-2, 

but managed a comeback thanks to Nathan 
Dieter, Pierson Barnabei, and Daniel Camp-
bell, who all hit doubles, bringing the score 
to 5-2. However, in the end, the Flucos lost 
5-9.

In the April 25 game, the team won by a 
score of 11-8 in a home game against Mon-
ticello. “We started off slow, but towards the 
end of the game we made a comeback and 
I was relieved when we won the game,” said 
freshman Augustus Jones.

Meanwhile, varsity took a major win at 
Louisa April 23. Junior Kevin Ward pitched 
the entire game, striking out nine, with a 
final score of 2-0.

In their second game April 25, the team 
won by a landslide, with a score of 11-0. 
“The bats finally heated up, and we hit the 
ball better than we have been. We came into 
the game confident that we were going to 
win,” said sophomore John Travis.

Track
The track meet held April 24 was more 

of an informal duel between Orange and 
Fluvanna since the Flucos have Districts 
coming up next week. Still, the Flucos 
came out on top of Orange. In the throwing 
events, junior Eli Hartzog got first in shot 
put and discus, senior Joshua Elliott got 
second in shot put, and sophomore Aydon 
Duenas got fourth in shot put. “Personally, 
it’s been a rough season, but I’m glad I’m 

still able to compete,” said Duenas.
Coach Rose Brogan noted that the team 

did very well overall and a few individuals 
also earned a few personal records. “We had 
the advantage being on our track,” junior 
Kieri Hart explained. “You feel more confi-
dent on your own track. The heat was bad. 
I was really happy with my 200, but could 
have done better in the mile and long 
jump,” she added.

Boys’ lacrosse
In anticipation of their away game against 

Monticello April 25, sophomore Jacob 
Collier said, “Going into this game we’ve 
had some doubts about Monticello, but our 
energy is incredible and I think we can take 
a w[in].” Reality, however, struck hard as the 
team took another devastating loss to the 
Monticello team, with a score of 2-19.

The JV team also played an away game 
against Monticello, which they lost with a 
score of 1-6. “We played well, but we need 
to work on defense,” said freshman Joseph 
Sawyer.

Girls’ lacrosse 
The Lady Flucos’ game against Orange 

went sour April 24, with a loss of 8-17. “We 
got outrun, and we just need to come to-
gether as a team to win in the future,” said 
senior Sadie Connor.
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MARCH PROPERTY TRANSFERS

3/12/20
Portman, Paul J, III to Patrick, John J and Catherine M. Lot 
50 Phase Twelve Edgewood LM $193,000.
3/12/20
Keplinger, Sindia L to Felts, Tracey. Lot 228 Phase One 
Ashlawn LM $228,800.
Perfect, Allen W to Raum James S. and O’Connor, Letitia 
J.  Lot 442 Phase Three Montpelier Addition Two LM 
$669,000.
Nartowicz, Terry Lee to Jaderborg, Paul E. and Crawford, 
Deborah. Lot 37 Phase Eleven A The Acres LM $333,500.
Sampson, Janet B, Tr to Jackson, Sharon R. lot 139 Phase 
3 Addition One Montpelier Section LM $285,000.
Liberty Homes, Inc. to Portman, Paul J, III and Casey M.  
See document for full description. $313,170.
Liberty Homes, Inc. to  Morris, Richard Wilson, Jr and 
Nancy Hauver. $332,911.
3/13/20
Lonce, Daniel P to Kirby, Larry R, Jr and Brandi R. Lot 79 
Phase Ten Cherokee LM $270,000.
Huntley of Charlottesville to Erickson, Mark E. and Carol 
A. Lot 208 Phase Twelve Edgewood LM $32,000.
Molter, Steven E to Liberty Homes VA, Inc. Lot 262 Phase 
Twelve Edgewood LM $19,000.
Carrier, Jonathan P to Johnson, Amanda S. Lot 23 Phase 
Seven Crofton Section LM $218,000.
3/16/20
Desgrosiellie, Richard H to Cuputo, Stephani M. Lot 220 
Phase Twelve Edgewood LM $213,000.
3/16/20
Kring, Jeffrey A to Hood Accord, LLC. Lot 218 Phase Three 
Montpelier. $327,000.
Judith N Burke Living Tr to Slabach, Ryan and Cara. See 
document for full description. $130,000.
3/17/20
NVA Properties, LLC to Southern Property, LLC. Lot 74 
Nahor Villiage Subdivision. $40,500.
Christian, Timothy D to Batten, Candice L. Lot 69 Phase 
Ten Cherokee LM $204,500.
Thompson, John G to Jones, David and Hannah. Lot 5 
Hunters Creek Subdivision 2.005 AC $206,000.
3/17/20

West homes of Va, LLC to Ward, Michael Alan and Erika 
Lynn. Lot 19 Rosewood Manor Subdivision $274,490.
Campbell, Keyth to Terana, Sandro and Richards, Megan 
C. Lot 300 Phase 5 Tufton LM $168,000.
Robinson, Robert J to Liberty Homes VA, Inc. Lot 156 
Phase Three Addition One Montpelier LM $18,000.
3/18/20
NVR, Inc. to Hash, Cynthia and David Lee and Martinex, 
April. See document for full description. $268,985.
3/19/20
Melton, Karen to Edenton, Carroll. 4 AC $75,000.
Hartman, Carroll T to Smith Living Trust. Lot 50 Phase 
Eleven A The Acres, LM $374,900.
Sims, Tywana N. to Mundie, Kaitlyn A . Lot 18 Boxwood 
Estates Subdivision. $204,000.
3/20/20
Brady, Edward P to Liberty Homes VA, Inc. Lot 48 Phase 
Four Fairway LM $25,000.
Rovanpera, Bradley D. to Garrett, Jennifer and Michael. 
Lot 36 Phase Ten Cherokee LM $281,900.
3/23/20
Stribling, Lori Jones to Searcy, Judson Willare and 
Dickman, Nicole Marie. Palmyra Magis Distr. 2.000 AC 
$116,000.
Twery, Seth E., Su. Tr to Vanderbilt Mortgage and 
Finance. Fork Union Magis Distr. 5 AC $92,000.
3/24/20
Bourne, Sandra Gayle to Aspiring Developments,LLC. 
Cunningham Magis Distr. 5.543 AC $85,000.
Newsom, Rachael B to McCurry, Jonah and Day, Makeda. 
Lot 43 Sycamore Landing Rural Subdivision. $242,000.
3/26/20
Rallston, E Randall to Mora, Eva Castrillo and Arquilla, 
Christopher. Lot 30 Phase 2 Sycamore Square. $377,450.
George, Mark Anthony to Bell, Ryan Christopher and 
Elizabeth K. 2.824 AC $230,500.
Panorama Land LLC to Dugan, Victoria A and James 
Scott. $241,413.
West Homes of VA, LLC to Riley, Joseph Samuel and Aurie 
Adams. Lot 21 Rosewood Manor Subdivision. $279,990.
3/27/20
Liberty Homes, Inc to Long, Christopher Glen and 

Courtney Brownlee. Lot 33 Sycamore Landing. 0.502 AC 
$251,861.
Mehall, Craig V to Carter, Mary Beth and Kevin. Lot 89, 
Phase 9 Knollwood LM $235,000.
Sycamore Square, LLC to NVR, Inc. See document for full 
description. $340.000.
Porter, John M to Jarrell, Matthew R. and Laura D. Lot 89 
Phase Seven Crofton Section LM $213,000.
Hawkins, Archibald H to Laurel Oak Properties, LLC. 
Palmyra Magis Distr. 2.000 AC $129,500.
Meade Construction, LLC to Gross, Peter Malcolm Joseph 
and Jennifer Jeanne. 0.821 AC $298,700.
Seehaver, J Paul to Barnes, Joseph W. and Herb, Donna 
M.  Lot 494 A Phase Twelve Edgewood Addition One LM 
$635,000.
Dickerson, Amanda Pace to Emery, Ryan Dennis and 
Emily. Antioch Glen Subdivision 2.05 AC $285,000.
Parker, Simon A to Wilkes, Vincent B. II and Jordon Lee. 
Lot 361 Phase Twelve Edgewood LM $243,000.
Henthorne, Joseph L to Dudley, Ronnie and Brittany. 2.86 
AC $190,000.
3/30/20
Petrylak, John P to Kjaer, Annette and Pharr, William 
Shaun. Lot 184 Phase Six Riverside LM. $16,500.
Chase, Steven B to Xidon, James G and Kitty K. Lot 44 
Phase One Ashlawn LM $335,000.
3/31/20
Rea, Bryan W to Zona, Vito. Lot 75 Phase 11 Falcon Hills 
LM $209,900.
Vanderlip, Joan D to Liberty Homes VA, Inc. Lot 161 
Phase Six Addition One Riverside LM $21,000.
Ebelke, Garrett Lance to Swayze, Chance H. lot 176 Phase 
Two Shadwell LM $192,500.
Callaghan, Mary Luxhoj to Hayden, Michael F and Kerry F. 
Lot 373 Phase Three Montpelier LM $455,155.
Bessett, Steven James to Farrelly, Kenneth David, Jr and 
Maria Anne. Lot 1 Ruritan Ridge Subdivision 10.382 AC 
$569,000.
Turner, Robert D to Dudley, Thomas Joshua . See docu-
ment for full description. $162,000.
Amante, Robert Dominic to Neri, James A and Jolene. Lot 
361 Phase Four Fairway LM $309,000.

PROPERTY TRANSFER DEEDS ARE PROVIDED BY THE FLUVANNA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT. 

3/02/20
Nelson Harris, Cynthia D to Bodmer, Rodney L and 
Shannon. See document for full description. $110.000.
NVA Properties, LLC to Southern Property, LLC. See 
document for full description. $121,500.
Sunset Investments, Inc. Lot 162 Phase One Ashlawn LM 
$138,500.
3/03/20
Harkins, Christopher W to Maple Hill Home Solutions, 
LLC. Palmyra Magis Distr 2.207 AC Wildwood Farms 
Subdivision $105,000.
Shirley, Steven G to CMH Homes,  Inc. A Tennessee CO. 
Palmyra Magis Distr 10 AC $70,000.
3/05/20
Buchsbaum, Jonathan A to Polonis, Donald and Glosick, 
Ellen Ann. Lot 329 Phase Five Tufton 
Addition One LM $259,900.
U S Bank National Assoc to Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
VA. See document for full description. $209,285.
3/06/20
Warden, Richard Sean to Ruffa, Mark A and Gillian R. 3.47 
AC $85,000.
Browning, Wallace S to Liberty Homes VA , Inc. Lot 234 
Phasr Nine Knollwood LM $25,000.
3/09/20
Thomas Family !!, LLC to Quigley Properties, LLC. See 
document for full description. $282,000.
Jackson, Thelma B to Quigley Properties, LLC . 9.38 AC 
$50,000.
Boone, Michael A to Byrd, Lloyd H, Jr and Elizabeth M . 
Lot 247 Phase Eight Nahor LM $235,000.
Cardinal Ventures, Inc. to Trimple, Jeffrey Richard and 
Carter, Chessa Michelle. 6.7313 AC $188,620.
3/10/20
Smiley, Jennifer Alease to Tatro, Steven C. and Catherine 
M . Lot 425 Phase Four Fairway LM $198,000.
Martinelli, Michael D to Davis, Steven Craig and Neta V. 
Lot 178 Phase Ten Cherokee LM $202,500.
3/11/20
Liberty Homes VA , INC. to Pace, Kayla D. Lot 79 Phase 
Two Shadwell LM $177,514.
Brown, Gale to Hartwig, Daniel. 6.945 AC $100,000.
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In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

Changed Th e days of the week to match dates
1/2 Vertical size

All text copied from Full page ad
Th eme:Spring Concert 

Runs: 05-02-19 Fluvanna Review
proof #1

The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.

Biggest stories, from page 7

See Biggest stories, page 15

File photos  of Richard Glenn 
Spadlin and Kevin Michael Moore

File photo of Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr.
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File photo of  Sen. Tim Kaine

Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
Wood
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-03-19 Issue

GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 

Biggest stories, from page 8

File photo of Steve NicholsFile photo of dedication ceremony 
attended by Gov. Ralph Northam 

will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.

AWARD: THIRD PLACE
Category: Government writing
Winner: Christina Dimeo
Entry:
•     Supervisor frustrations take  

center stage at budget vote
•  CIP funding reveals difficulty  

in elected official dynamics
•  Recapping the  

10 biggest stories of 
2018

Judge’s comments: 
Reporting is solid and  
the writer grasps the 
issues important to  
the community.

3rd
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Quirky Contest Showcases Art 
Crafted from Books 
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Veterans Sought to Honor 
Comrades in Arms
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Old Farm Day Adds New 
Tasting Garden
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Track and Field Teams  
Destroy Competition
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Supervisor Frustrations Take 
Center Stage at Budget Vote

Board Raises Taxes 3.6 Percent 
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6    |   FLUVANNA REVIEW   |  MAY 2–8, 2019 To advertise email: sales@fluvannareview.com

In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333
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The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.

Biggest stories, from page 7

See Biggest stories, page 15

File photos  of Richard Glenn 
Spadlin and Kevin Michael Moore

File photo of Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr.

File photo of  
Rep. Denver Riggleman

File photo of  Sen. Tim Kaine

Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20

Ad Proof #1 Fluvanna Review 02-28-19 Issue

THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
Wood
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-03-19 Issue

GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 

Biggest stories, from page 8

File photo of Steve NicholsFile photo of dedication ceremony 
attended by Gov. Ralph Northam 

will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.
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Quirky Contest Showcases Art 
Crafted from Books 

PAGE 12

Veterans Sought to Honor 
Comrades in Arms
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Old Farm Day Adds New 
Tasting Garden

PAGE 21

Track and Field Teams  
Destroy Competition

PAGE 23

Supervisor Frustrations Take 
Center Stage at Budget Vote

Board Raises Taxes 3.6 Percent 
PAGE 6
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In unexpected displays of passion, four of 
the five Fluvanna County supervisors deliv-
ered impromptu speeches venting their frus-
trations as the board prepared Wednesday 
(April 24) to vote on the new budget and tax 
rates.

The vote to raise taxes to 92.5 cents, up 
3.6 percent, barely squeaked by with a 3-2 
margin. Supervisors Don Weaver and Tony 
O’Brien voted against the decision for oppo-
site reasons.

Sheridan: Ask – don’t preach
Before the vote, Chair Mike Sheridan tackled 

rumors he said were swirling throughout the 
county that supervisors ignore core services, 
such as fire and rescue, schools and law en-
forcement. Actually, Sheridan said, each 
budget increase will go directly toward a core 
service.

“There’s a lot of folks out there and they like 
to talk about half-truths. And they like to do 
a lot of pointing fingers and chest thumping,” 
he declared. “Everything we’ve added [to the 
budget]: Is there anything that you see there 
that we don’t need? These are the only places 
we’ve gone up. Every one of them has been a 
core service to our county, to our people.

“Sometimes it makes me aggravated when 
people like to talk in half-truths and act like 
we’re just going out here…taxing and spend-
ing, just giving money to anybody and every-
body frivolously,” he said. “And we’re not.”

Sheridan pointed out that 30 cents of the 
92.5-cent tax rate, or nearly one-third, goes di-
rectly to the county’s debt. Fluvanna therefore 
effectively functions on a tax rate of 62.5 cents, 
he said.

Brow furrowed, Sheridan finished his 
speech: “Anybody who’s got questions about 
where we’re spending our money, ask – don’t 
preach.” 
Booker: School scuffling 
and scrambling is criminal

The schools need four new buses but are 
willing to delay buying two so that they can 
upgrade their server instead. They will buy the 
remaining two buses at the end of the school 
year if enough money is left over – a situation 
those at the meeting described as likely.

“I don’t think that’s fair to the schools,” Su-
pervisor Mozell Booker said with evident frus-
tration. “The last couple of years it’s almost like 

“With government, it starts with the bottom 
and works up, and when it gets to the top – if 
you need another penny, need another two 
pennies, just throw it on. I have a problem with 
that,” he continued. “That’s the reason all of our 
governments are in such debt. I mean, it’s not 
just Fluvanna; it’s the state and the federal 
government.” 
O’Brien: Save in advance or 
pay with debt

“I call hogwash on that. For God’s sakes,” said 
O’Brien, launching into the longest speech of 

the evening. “$70 million of our debt is due to a 
school. At what point in time did you not think 
you were going to need a new school in this 
county? And when did you start saving money 
for that school? Because if you didn’t start 
saving money for that school then you have no 
business talking about that debt.”

“How many people buy their houses for 
cash?” O’Brien asked. “If you didn’t save [for] it 
then you mortgaged it. And if you mortgaged 
it then it costs money. And that money goes 
into the budget. And you have to pay for that. 
And that’s just a matter of fact… So you can’t 
sit there and say, ‘Oh my God, look at what’s 
happened, we’ve spent $70 million doing this.’ 
This county has spent almost no money invest-
ing into its future.”

“It has,” said Weaver.
“No it has not,” O’Brien said three times. “We 

have just started to spend that money into the 
future.”

“Oh, we’re starting to spend it now,” Weaver 
said drily.

“Yeah, we’re spending that money into the 
future, finally, so that at one point in time you 
can actually take the burden off the homeown-

the superintendent is coming and saying, ‘I 
promise you I’m going to save this and you’re 
going to get this back.’ I don’t think he should 
have to do that.” 

“I’d like to finish,” she said after several inter-
ruptions.

Last Wednesday supervisors debated 
whether to place $300,000 into the general 
fund, which is akin to the county’s savings 
account, or lower the proposed tax rate in-
crease by a penny. One penny on the tax rate 
brings in about $309,000.

“Last week I heard the chair of the School 

Board talk, telling how they – just like we do 
– go through every penny to make sure that 
things are in the right place,” Booker said. “I 
would just rather see the $300,000 go to the 
schools.”

“The school system is our core service. We 
need to be looking after our children,” Booker 
said emphatically. “Technology cannot fall 
behind. I think it’s criminal they’re scuffling 
and scrambling to keep up to date with tech-
nology.”  
Weaver: “Just raise taxes” 
mentality leads to debt

Weaver expressed frustration that govern-
ment turns so frequently to raising taxes as a 
solution.

“I’ve been in private business most of my life, 
and government certainly doesn’t run the way 
private business does,” Weaver said. “Private 
businesses work from the top down; in other 
words, they know at the beginning of the year 
approximately how much they’re going to 
have in sales and all, so they have [the amount] 
set right to begin with. They work the budget 
towards that.

er,” O’Brien said. “We’re not spending it because 
we’re buying fancy Mercedes for all of our staff.”

Later O’Brien apologized for raising his voice. 
“I really do appreciate your efforts to try to miti-
gate the tax rate,” he said to Weaver. “I think you 
have done a remarkable job of helping all of us 
understand that pressure. I feel that pressure… 
But at the end of the day there isn’t one vote 
that I’ve made to try to make this county better 
that I feel bad about.”

Budget vote
Sheridan refocused the conversation on 

passing 2019 tax rates and a fiscal year 2020 
(FY20) budget.

Supervisor Trish Eager, the only board 
member not to deliver a passionate mono-
logue, spoke in favor of setting the tax rate 
at 92.5 cents, up about 3.6 percent from the 
equalized rate of 89.3 cents. “We’ve worked 
really hard on that,” she said.

Only a slim majority of the board agreed, 
setting the overall budget at $82,838,129 and 
the tax rate at 92.5 cents by a 3-2 vote (Weaver 
and O’Brien dissenting).

Booker said she didn’t want to raise taxes 
higher than 92.5 cents. “School Board, I apolo-
gize,” she said. “I’m going to fight a little harder 
next year.” The budget allocates $17,864,597 to 
the schools for FY20, up $437,018 from FY19.

“The budget’s too high as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Weaver said briefly.

O’Brien wanted to put more money into 
the general fund. “We are now working with 
budgets that are extremely tight, and we are 
wiping out our capital improvements plan and 
our general fund budget, and we are eliminat-
ing any flexibility that we have,” he said.

The 2019 tax rates are:
• Real estate: 92.5 cents per $100 valuation;
• Residential personal property: $4.35 per
  $100 valuation;
• Business personal property: $2.90 per $100 
  valuation; and
• Machinery and tools: $1.90 per $100 
  valuation.
Supervisors passed the FY20 capital im-

provements plan 4-1 (Weaver dissenting) in the 
amount of $4,266,610. The budget and capital 
improvements plan are available for viewing on 
the county’s website at fluvannacounty.org.

Supervisor frustrations take center stage 
at budget vote
Board raises taxes 3.6 percent
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

“Anybody who’s got questions 
about where we’re spending our 

money, ask – don’t preach.”   
– Mike Sheridan, chair of the Board of Supervisors

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)

Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

Changed Th e days of the week to match dates
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Runs: 05-02-19 Fluvanna Review
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The Fluvanna
 Community Singers

Presents 

Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 PM 
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 PM

 Spring Concert

 The Community Singers’ Spring Concert always has 
a few surprises, plus lots of fun and laughter!!

 Under the skillful directorship of Scott David, the 
concert is guaranteed to be a highly entertaining 
musical performance which will have you tapping 

your feet and humming along.

 ★ Admission FREE ★ No Reserved Seats
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SONYA
• Honor student
• Classroom leader
• “I chose PVCC for its 

small class sizes.”

START  TODAY

Spring classes start Monday, January 14
Register now at www.pvcc.edu

MULTIPLE LOCATIONS | FLEXIBLE CLASS OPTIONS
FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Blair Carter, Esquire • 434.296.9006
Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

Hello I’m Tabby
I am 8 months old, female. Grey and white domestic shorthair. 
I am very sweet and loving… I would make a wonderful companion 
for my mew family. I love running around chasing toys and  
cuddling on the couch. I have a medical condition called Congenital 
Arrhythmia (Heart Murmur) My new family would need to make 
sure that I stay inside and not to over exert myself. I would need to 
be in a home with cat friendly dogs/Cats. I would need to be in an 
indoor kitty at all times. 
I am current on all shots,micdro-chipped and spayed. I am located 
@ Petsmart 425 Merchant Walk Square Charlottesville, Va 22902

The $110 million project includes a 
$20 million to $25 million investment in 
Fluvanna.

CVEC covers about 85 percent of 
Fluvanna with about 8,600 points of 
service. Dominion Virginia Power serves 
the other Fluvanna locations.

Expanding internet access and ca-
pacity for Fluvanna residents and busi-
nesses is important, Jason Smith, former 

economic development coordinator, told 
the Board of Supervisors Aug. 1.

Some homeowners can’t sell their 
properties because they don’t have inter-
net access and prospective buyers aren’t 
interested. The internet has become 
ubiquitous in today’s society and resi-
dents without access are significantly 
hampered. Businesses are also unlikely 
to locate to areas without internet access.

Fluvanna’s Economic Development 
Authority has offered CVEC $500,000 in 
tax rebates for the portion of the project 
being completed in the county. CVEC’s 
investments in Fluvanna will bring in 
tax dollars after the $500,000 rebate has 
been satisfied. 

CVEC’s Firefly Fiber Broadband 
company will offer high-speed internet 
with unlimited data at 100 megabits per 
second for $49.99 per month or one 
gigabit per second of unlimited data for 
$79.99 per month. “Unlike many other 
internet services, the download and 
upload speeds will be the same on the 

See Biggest stories, page 8
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Out of Sight, Out of Murder
AUDITION NOTICE FOR THE PERSIMMON TREE PLAYERS SPRING 2019 PRODUCTION

by
Fred Carmichael 

A Mystery That Leaps Off the Pages! 

MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 ~ 7 TO 8:30 PM
CALLBACKS (IF NEEDED) ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

CARYSBROOK PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
8880 JAMES MADISON HWY, FORK UNION, VA 23055 

PERFORMANCE DATES: APRIL 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 
Peter Knight is busy grinding out a murder mystery in an old Vermont mansion when an unusual electrical storm sud-
denly brings his characters to life. There’s the lovely ingénue, the trusty butler, a feisty character woman, a dauntless 
hero, a fascinating “other woman,” the always pregnant maid, and the wily lawyer waiting for midnight to read the 
will. As the evening progresses, Peter loses control of his characters and there is a murder. But who was the intended 
victim? Other deaths soon follow, and the culprit is among the characters who are all too familiar with the subject 
of murder. Can Peter uncover the killer before the killer gets his author? Who will find romance with the ingénue? 
Where is the fortune that’s mentioned in the will? All is solved ingeniously with romance, suspense and cosmic wit. 
Cast: 4 Males/5 Females. Character Descriptions: 
Peter – the Author – May be a bit of a “bookish” nerd. Age 30-40’s 
Minna –  the Housekeeper – A hefty, strong woman used to working on the farm. Fun-loving, but sensible. Vermont accent. 

Age 40-60’s 
Lydia –  the Other Woman – A combination of Auntie Mame and Lauren Bacall. Attractive, well-dressed and groomed. Caustic, 

but with a good sense of humor. Age 40-50’s 
Cogburn – the Butler – Very proper, dry and droll, but can let loose at surprising moments. Age 50-60’s 
Kay – the Ingénue – Sweet, trusting, ingenuous, but getting tired of her lot. Age 20-30 ‘s 
Fiona –  the Feisty Character Lady – A negative, know-it-all spinster with a matronly appearance. Constantly sparring with Lydia. 

Age 50-60’s 
Addie –  the Pregnant Maid – A vulnerable, emotional wreck. Requires a cockney accent to start, but immediately drops the 

accent. Age 18-20’s 
Jordan – the Sleazy, Successful Lawyer – Well-dressed and groomed, but not entirely legitimate. Age 50-60’s 
Dick –  the Hero – A combination of Dudley Do-right and Prince Edward from Enchanted - Very pure, simple- minded, naive, and 

innocently narcissistic. Age 20- 30’s 

Firefly network,” according to a CVEC 
press release. Firefly will also offer voice-
over IP phone service with unlimited 
local and long-distance calling in the 
continental U.S. for $29.99 as an add-on 
to internet service. 

The project is expected to create about 
10 new jobs in Fluvanna. 

CVEC President Gary Wood likened 
his company’s broadband project to the 
rural electric cooperative push to provide 
electricity to rural areas in the 1930s. 
“Just like in those early days, the cooper-
ative has decided that if no one else will 
build the infrastructure to serve us all, we 
will do it ourselves,” he wrote in a letter 
to CVEC customers.

CVEC aims to have service to the Zion 
Crossroads area by the end of this year. 
In subsequent years it will expand its 
network throughout the county, and will 
finish by the end of 2024 if all goes ac-
cording to plan. 

Fluvanna County has partnered with 
CVEC to apply for a broadband grant 
from the Virginia Telecommunications 
Initiative. This grant would help defray 
the costs to bring broadband to the Co-
lumbia District. 

The grant helps to supplement con-
struction costs by private broadband pro-
viders, such as CVEC, who work in part-
nership with local governments.

If Fluvanna receives the grant, CVEC 
will have one year to complete the work. 
The county expects to find out sometime 
this spring whether it was selected.

Fluvanna picks winning 
candidates, soundly rejects 
meals tax

Fluvanna residents voted in the Nov. 6 

election for Democrat Tim Kaine for U.S. 

Senate and Republican Denver Riggle-

man for U.S. House of Representatives 

for the 5th District. Kaine and Riggleman 

both won their races.

Kaine took 5,976 Fluvanna votes (49.8 
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percent) while Republican candidate 

Corey Stewart took 5,789 votes (48.3 

percent). Libertarian Matt Waters took 

217 votes (1.8 percent).

Riggleman earned 6,168 Fluvanna 

votes (51.5 percent), while Democratic 

candidate Leslie Cockburn took 5,785 

votes (48.3 percent).

Voters flatly rejected Fluvanna Coun-

ty’s proposed 4 percent meals tax: 8,329 

voters opposed the tax (71.0 percent), 

while 3,404 voters supported the tax 

(29.0 percent).

Voter turnout was higher this year 

than in previous midterm elections. Of 

the 18,543 registered Fluvanna voters, 

12,029 (64.9 percent) cast a ballot. In the 

2014 midterms, by contrast, 49.5 percent 

voted, and 57.7 percent voted in the 2010 

midterms.

Suspects arrested in cold 
case murder

Jesse Morgan Hicks, Jr., disappeared 

from Fluvanna County 14 years ago and 

the case eventually went cold.

But Albemarle County police arrested 

two men Oct. 11 in connection with his 

murder: Richard Glenn Spradlin, 56, and 

his son Kevin Michael Moore, 34.

Each has been charged with one felony 

count of first-degree murder, one felony 

count of conspiracy to commit murder, 

and one felony count of using a firearm 

in commission of a felony.

What led to the arrest of the two Albe-

marle County men after 14 years has not 

been disclosed. Authorities have released 

little information about the case, includ-

ing the exact location where Hicks’ body 

was found or the cause of death. Search 

warrants issued in the case have been 

sealed by an Albemarle County judge.

Hicks was reported missing to the 

Fluvanna County Sheriff’s Office Sept. 

1, 2004. Spradlin and Moore have been 

charged with offenses on that date.

Hicks was declared legally dead in 

January 2012. His remains were discov-

ered May 7, 2014, near Keene in south-

ern Albemarle County. He was 47 when 

he disappeared. 

Spradlin is scheduled for a five-day 

jury trial June 17 in Albemarle. Moore 

is set for a hearing Feb. 4. The men are 

being held at the Albemarle-Charlottes-

ville Regional Jail.

Home values increase 4.7 
percent

The value of Fluvanna homes in-

creased by an average of 4.7 percent, ac-

cording to information presented to the 

Board of Supervisors Oct. 3 by Randy 

Willis, assessor for Pearson’s Appraisal 

Service.

Excluding Lake Monticello, county 

properties increased by 5.4 percent. Lake 

Monticello saw a 3.4 percent increase.

The 2019 reassessment was admin-

istrative, meaning that assessors only 

visited properties that underwent some 

kind of change, such as an addition or a 

new finished basement. The next assess-

ment in 2021 will be a general reassess-

ment, in which every property is exam-

ined.

The reassessment values took effect 

Jan. 1. 

Willis noted that residents’ feelings 

about their reassessment values align 

closely with their purposes for their 

property. If homeowners want to sell, 

they are typically pleased with increased 

value. If they plan to stay put, however, 

they may be unhappy because they will 

pay more in taxes.
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Residents had the option of appealing 

their reassessments for a window of time 

after receiving their notices in the mail.

Supervisors raise taxes 3.5 
percent

The Board of Supervisors voted April 

11 to increase the real estate tax rate by 

about 3.5 percent, from 90.7 cents per 

$100 valuation to 93.9 cents.

A resident who owns a house valued at 

$200,000 now pays $64 more per year 

in real estate taxes, for a total of $1,878.

The vote also passed the $77.6 million 

budget for fiscal year 2019, which 

stretches from July 1, 2018, through June 

30, 2019.

Supervisors kept other tax rates steady 

from last year. The personal property tax 

is $4.35 per $100 valuation, the business 

personal property tax is $2.90, and the 

machinery and tools tax is $1.90.

Three cents of the 3.2-cent increase 

came from costs associated with the 

Zion Crossroads water system and the 

E911 radio project.

Supervisors passed the budget and tax 

rates with a vote of 4-1 (Supervisor Don 

Weaver dissenting).

Lake Monticello 
implements, then drops, 
controversial speeding 
policy

The Lake Monticello Board of Directors 

made waves this year by implementing 

a controversial speeding policy it later 

dropped.

Originally the Lake Monticello Police 

Department (LMPD) only issued Flu-

vanna County traffic citations for drivers 

caught going 39 miles per hour (mph) or 

above.

But on Jan. 25 the board voted unani-

mously to implement a plan under which 

the LMPD could issue a policy violation 

– rather than a Fluvanna County speed-

ing ticket – for drivers clocked at speeds 

between 26 and 39 mph. The plan also 
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O’Brien said.
“It makes sense, then, to revisit what 

the rules are and what the expectations 
are, because I can tell you in my short 
time in this role, that’s been a little con-
fusing,” said Gilliam.

Saving $50,000 per year for five years 
within the regular budget would not 
work, both boards agreed, because the 
schools don’t have a savings account. 
Unused money is returned to the county 
at the end of the year.

“That’s why it needs to be in the CIP,” 
said County Administrator Steve Nichols.

Differing perspectives
Issues of control between the two 

boards understandably exist. Neither is 
trying to dictate to the other, but their 
missions – to best serve their respective 
constituents – can conflict at budget time. 

Supervisors want to know that when 
they raise taxes specifically to meet 
a need within the school system, the 
money will be spent for that purpose, 
and the need will not reappear the fol-
lowing year as a pressing, unaddressed 
issue requiring more spending.

But when the School Board receives 
less money than needed to fulfill its 
budget plan, members must modify that 
plan to prioritize the greatest needs, and 
resist what can be seen as a reach into 
their autonomy to spend the money as 
they think best.

If the schools don’t allocate budget 
money to technology, O’Brien said he 
would rather see the dollars in the CIP.

“There was a fear a few years ago 
that – excuse me for characterizing 
it this way – ‘Oh, woe is me, we’ve got 
no money to spend on technology,’” 
Nichols said. “The Board [of Supervi-
sors] wanted to guarantee that there 
was money spent on technology, and 
you guys [the School Board] wanted to 
spend money on technology, so there 
was a wedge put in the CIP because it 

was guaranteed. You had to spend it on 
that because you can’t spend it on any-
thing else.”

Nichols said the issue is complicated. 
“I don’t know how to solve that,” he said. 
“It’s just a trust issue between the two 
boards.” 

“When’s the last time this Board [of 
Supervisors]…feels that we got an 
actual increase in our budget – our 
baseline budget – that was specifical-
ly an increase aimed at technology?” 
asked Superintendent Chuck Winkler.

Supervisor Chair Mike Sheridan and 
Nichols denied that supervisors ever 
gave a marked increase for anything. 
“We give you an amount of money and 
you spend it as you deem appropriate,” 
said Sheridan, who is also a Fluvanna 
schoolteacher.

Winkler rephrased. “When’s the last 
time this board gave us whatever in-
crease it was that you thought any 
portion of that increase was going di-
rectly toward technology?”

“Every single year,” said Nichols. At the 
same moment Sheridan said, “Last year.”

Winkler was clearly surprised.
Sheridan said that he has seen new 

technology in the schools.
“We got it through CIP,” said Winkler.
Nichols disagreed. Out of last year’s 

budget, he said, “you spent…some of 
that…on technology… Therefore there 
is a sunk base.”

Conversation shifted before the dis-
agreement was resolved.

Trust affirmed
“This discussion that’s going on 

every year, about where these things 
should be, needs to be figured out,” said 
Nichols.

School Board Chair Perrie Johnson, 
who along with Pullen were the two 
School Board members in attendance, 
spoke passionately on behalf of her 
board.

“We don’t just ask for add, add, 
add. We do go back and look at 
how our priorities have changed 
and how we can change with them,” 
she said. “This is the first time I re-
member that we took a long list of 
potential cuts [and] reallocations, 
put them up on the wall and went 
through them, with people sitting 
right there that it affected. It was 
uncomfortable but important, and 
we did it and we did it again, and 
we costed it out, we narrowed it 
down, and this [budget request] is 
the result of that.”

“I wish, rather than feeling penal-
ized for the transparency of looking 
at costs and what we can change, 
you will, rather than penalize us, trust 
us that we want the same thing you 
want,” she said.

Supervisors appeared concerned. 
“How do you feel penalized?” O’Brien 
asked.

“Just that when we put some-
thing up there, we’re letting you 
know what we’re considering living 
without,” Johnson said. “That’s how it 
could be a potential penalty.”

Winkler said that “naysayers” see 
those potential cuts and seize on 
them as unnecessary expenses.

Supervisors and county staff 
seemed sobered, and assured the 
school personnel that recent trans-
parency has been welcome.

“The budget before was mystery 
and mumbo jumbo,” Nichols said 
to Winkler. “Quite frankly, your 
predecessor [former Superinten-
dent Gena Keller] and your board 
are laying it out to the community 
because it’s the community’s tax-
payer dollars. I think it’s fantastic.”

“It’s a really good dialogue,” he 
continued. “It doesn’t mean you’re 
going to get every penny you ask 
for this year…because [supervisors] 
are going to have to make lots of 
decisions that might be hard, but 
it’s not because they’re penalizing 
[you], it’s just because…we have 
to sometimes make hard decisions, 
and sometimes that means…we 
just can’t do this one this year.”

Sheridan said that supervisors 
have increased the school budget 
by over $4 million in recent years. 
“We’ve had a lot of faith in the 
school system in the last five years,” 
he said. “We’re trying to work with 
y’all and do everything we can.”

The schools have requested $991,319 in 
additional dollars from the county for FY20, 
for a total of $18.4 million.

Staff raises – a minimum of 3 percent – 
and step increases account for $890,000 of 
the request.

There are staffing concerns at the high 
school, said Superintendent Chuck Winkler. 
High school enrollment is projected to in-
crease to 1,510 next year – an increase of 41 
students from this year, which itself saw an 
increase of 38 students from last year.

Positions needed include a high school 
English teacher, a high school physical ed-
ucation and health teacher, a high school 
elective teacher, a high school special ed-
ucation teacher, a school counselor, and a 
middle school career and technical educa-
tion teacher. The schools have requested 
$370,000 for these positions.

Technology needs, such as Chromebooks, 
teacher laptops, and a copier lease renewal, 
account for $600,000 of the request. “All of 
our servers in the tech building will be…
antiquated in March of next year,” Winkler 
said. “We need to plan on that, and we won’t 
have the support from the company” due to 
the age of the servers.

Other needs make up $60,000 of the 
request. The schools want to increase sub-
stitute pay, add field hockey, and hire a new 
homebound teacher.

“We haven’t increased sub pay since I’ve 
been here, in eight years,” said Winkler. Sub-
stitute teachers with a college degree cur-
rently earn $75.50 per day, he said. Substi-
tutes without a college degree earn less. He 
wants to raise their pay by $5.

Starting a field hockey team would 
require a one-time $20,000 investment. 
“Just about every VHSL school around here 
has field hockey for girls,” he said.

These budget requests do not add up 
to the nearly $1 million total in requested 
new money due to several factors, the most 
significant of which is expected additional 
state funding.

Supervisors are scheduled to finalize the 
budget and tax rates April 17. Public hear-
ings take place April 10.

Schools  
request  
almost  
$1 million 
more in FY20
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THIS WEEK’S PET

Sponsored by the Fluvanna Review 434-591-1000

Fluvanna SPCA | 5239 Union Mills Rd., Troy, VA (434) 591-0123 | www.fspca.org

MEET Valentine
   She is Approx. 3 years old!

Hi! I came to the shelter on Valentine’s Day,  
so the nice shelter staff decided to name me Valentine!  
I really enjoy attention, however, I am not to fond of other 
felines. This may change once I am in a home and have more 
space to be on my own. Please come visit with me sometime. 
I am spayed, micro-chipped, and up-to date on vaccines 
and preventatives.
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A detailed discussion over a seeming-
ly mundane issue – whether technol-
ogy money should go into the school 
budget or the capital improvements 
plan (CIP) – revealed issues between the 
Fluvanna County Board of Supervisors 
and School Board.

The respectful conversation between 
the boards Wednesday afternoon (Feb. 
20) plainly demonstrated the unavoid-
able struggle when one elected board 
holds the purse strings of another.

The schools are asking the Board 
of Supervisors to up their funding by 
almost $1 million, for a total of $18.4 
million. With the uptick of one penny on 
the real estate tax rate bringing in about 
$309,000, this request represents a 3.2-
cent tax increase for Fluvanna residents 
before any other budget considerations 
come into play.

In Fluvanna, the Board of Supervi-
sors doesn’t have control over how the 
School Board spends its money. Su-
pervisors allocate dollars, and then the 
School Board takes over.

Supervisors may hear a heartfelt plea 
for better technology in the schools and 
decide to raise their citizens’ tax rate to 
supply that need – only to discover that 
once the money was in School Board 
hands, it went elsewhere.

On the other hand, the schools rarely, 
if ever, receive all the money they ask 
for, and must make needed adjustments 
when budget realities force them to 
choose between, for example, technol-
ogy and a pay raise for teachers.

This dynamic can lead to frustration 
between the boards.

On Wednesday afternoon, these feel-
ings spilled into a conversation over 
how money should be allocated.

Capital improvements 
plan

There is an exception to the rule that 
the Board of Supervisors can’t earmark 
school money for particular purposes. 
It’s called the CIP.

When money comes to the schools 
through the CIP, the schools must spend 
the dollars accordingly.

The very name of the capital improve-

ments plan indicates that the projects 
belonging to it should be substantial, 
one-time investments. The CIP contains 
line items like new ambulances and 
buses, or roof replacements and build-
ing renovations. It also contains im-
provements such as community pools 
and spray parks, though these are per-
petually pushed into later years and 
never, as of yet, enacted.

School technology money sits in the CIP 
as well, and on Wednesday, both boards 
zeroed in on that line item with laser focus.

Some school technology items are 
big-ticket one-time investments that 
meet the requirements for inclusion in 
the CIP. Supervisor Tony O’Brien referred 
to a potential $250,000 server upgrade 
as such an expense. But Eric Dahl, county 
finance director, pointed out that recur-
ring costs don’t qualify.

“We want to see bonafide big-rock 
technology,” he said. “We don’t want to 
see you buying keyboards and things 
coming through the CIP.”

Supervisor Trish Eager said the Plan-
ning Commission has been concerned 
with expenses tucked into the CIP that 
don’t actually qualify for such placement.

Does it actually matter – to anyone 
except the accountants, that is – 
whether these dollars go into the CIP or 
the regular budget?

Per-pupil expenditure
Per-pupil expenditure is roughly cal-

culated by dividing the school budget 
by the number of students in the dis-
trict. Fluvanna’s per-pupil expenditure in 
fiscal year 2017 (FY17) was $10,557. That 
puts it fourth-lowest in the area, ahead 
of Culpeper, Orange and Greene. Buck-
ingham, Louisa, Goochland, Madison, 
Albemarle, Nelson, Charlottesville, and 
the state average come in higher.

Any money allocated to the schools 
in the CIP does not factor into per-pu-
pil expenditure, which measures dollars 
spent on day-to-day education and not, 
for example, the cost of the buses that 
drive children to school.

Both boards acknowledged this reality 
Wednesday, but neither voiced opin-
ions on whether CIP technology money 
should be moved into the regular 

budget for the purpose of boosting Flu-
vanna’s per-pupil expenditure.

School Board member Andrew Pullen 
said per-pupil expenditure isn’t a good 
way to judge school performance. “It’s 
not the big picture,” he said.

Brenda Gilliam, the schools’ execu-
tive director for instruction and finance, 
said that a lower per-pupil expendi-
ture amount shows sacrifices are being 
made. “I’m not saying that we’re not 
providing a quality basic education to 
every kid,” she said. “But there are things 
that you give up as a community when 
you have a lower per-pupil expenditure. 
That’s just the facts.”

Baseline funding
Once the county gives money to the 

school system, the assumption is that the 
following year the schools will receive 
at least the same amount of money. 
One year’s funding level becomes the 
next year’s “baseline funding,” and the 
schools typically ask for more on top of 
that.

This is why school funding requests 
are usually spoken about in terms of 
additional dollars sought. While the 
schools’ FY20 request is for $18.4 million, 
both boards will mostly focus on the 
almost $1 million figure, as that is the 
amount of new money sought.

If school technology dollars are al-
located in the regular budget, they 
become part of the baseline funding for 
the following year.

Money allocated in the budget for a 
Chromebook replacement cycle would 
therefore reappear the following year, 
said O’Brien. The schools would not 
then need to request additional money 
for the expense. But whether this actual-
ly happens is confusing, he said.

“That’s the problem… Here’s where 
this issue is about… Is it earmarked? 
Is it going to be used for that? Does it 
actually happen?” O’Brien said. “That’s 
an example of where we [supervisors] 
struggle with these numbers.”

A bigger expense, such as the 
$250,000 server upgrade, should be 
dealt with through the CIP, both because 
it is a one-time significant expense and 
so that it does not inflate the baseline, 

CIP funding reveals difficulty in 
elected official dynamics
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

Obituary

Marianne Cosner Wood of 
Newport News and formally Saluda, 
Va., passed away peacefully on Feb. 
18, 2019, at the age of 85. Born in 
Kents Store, Va., on Sept. 19, 1933, 
to the late Adam and Anna Cosner, 
she was the youngest of 12 chil-
dren and is survived by her sister, 
Mrs. Merle Garner of Palmyra, Va. 
Marianne is preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years, Clarence 
(Sam) Wood. She leaves behind two 
sons: Dale E. Wood and his wife Terri 
Wood (Grigg) of Newport News and 
Brett A. Wood and his wife Jeanie 
Wood (Hernandez) of Gloucester, 
Va.; four grandchildren: Sunny, 
Michael, Sam, and Tyler Wood, and 
two great-grandchildren.

 Marianne graduated from Flu-
vanna High School in 1951, re-
ceived certification from American 
Institute of Banking in 1972, and 
graduated from Louisiana State Uni-
versity School of Banking in 1983. 
She retired from Sovran Bank, now 
Bank of America, as vice president 
of commercial loans in 1988 after 27 
years of service.

 Arrangements are being made at 
Sheridan Funeral Home of Palmyra, 
Va., and services will be held private-
ly. In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to Mt. Gilead 
Baptist Church, 4768 Shannon Hill 
Road, Columbia, Va.

Marianne 
Cosner  
Wood
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DELI
SPECIALS

Signature Off The Bone Ham  . $3.99 lb.

Signature Baby Swiss ............ $4.99 lb.

Signature Ovenroasted Turkey $4.99 lb.

Homemade Seafood Salad ..... $6.49 lb.

Freshly Baked Onions Rolls ....6/$2.49 
Original Bagles 25 oz. ....................$1.99
MEAT DEPT. SPECIALS

USDA Choice Tenderaged Beef

New York Strip Steaks ............$7.99 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Rump Roasts $3.49 lb.

Boneless Bottom Round Roasts $3.29 lb.

Freshly Ground Ground Round 85% lean $3.99 lb.

Smithfield Fresh Pork Tenderloins $2.99 lb. 
Smithfield Pork Spare Ribs ..... $1.99 lb.

Tyson Chicken Breast Tenders $2.69 lb.

Tyson Chicken Wing Drummettes $2.69 lb.

LUNCH & FROZEN
Essential Everyday Fully Cooked Bacon 2.1 oz. $2.99
Oscar Mayer Valu Pak Lunch Meats 1 lb. $2.99
Ballpark Meat Franks 15 oz. ..........$2.79
Uncle Lous Pork Chitterlings 5 lb. $7.99
Essential Everyday Breaded Chicken 24-28 oz. $3.79
Arctic Shores Tilapia Fillets 1 lb. . $3.29

Ad Proof #3 Fluvanna Review 01-03-19 Issue

GROCERY SPECIAL
Barilla Pasta 12-16 oz.  ........................99¢

Carnation Coffeemate 22 oz. .........$3.99
Essential Everyday Potato Chips 9 oz. 2/$3
Essential Everyday Peanut Butter 16 oz. 2/$3
Kelloggs Nutrigrain Bars 10.4 oz. ..... 2/$5
V8 Juices several varieties  46 oz. ................ 2/$5
Super Chill Sparkling Water 17 oz. ...2/$1
Planter Dry Roasted Peanuts bonus size $1.99

DAIRY & FROZEN
Kraft Shredded Cheese ................ 2/$4
Simply Orange Juice 52 oz. .......... $2.99
Baileys Coffee Creamer 32 oz. ......... $2.99
Dannon Yogurt 6 oz. .........................2/$1
Stoneridege Ice Cream 48 oz. .......... 2/$5
Eggo Premium Waffles  .................. 2/$5
Essential Everyday Broccoli Cuts 16 oz. .79¢

Marie Calendars Pot Pies 15 oz. ...... 2/$5

PRODUCE SPECIALS
5 lb. Russett Potatoes ................$1.99
3 lb. Ruby Red Grapefruits ........ $2.99
Green Giant Whole Mushrooms 8 oz. 2/$3
Ripe Avocados ...............................99¢

Crisp Green Cabbage ................ .39¢ lb. 
Ready to Eat Bananas .............. .49¢ lb.

E W Thomas is not responsible for typographical errors. We accept Food Stamps. We reserve the right to limit quantities

DVD Rentals Available 24/7

BEER KEGS Avail. w/48 Hrs. Notice

Palmyra @ Rt. 15 & Rt. 53
13027 JAMES MADISON HIGHWAY 

434 589-8412
qOPENr

Monday - Saturday 
6:30 am to 7 pm

Sunday- 9am to 5 pm

Vehicle Licensing Center
LICENSE PLATES, DECAL RENEWALS, TITLES

DMV HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, 9 AM – 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM – 12 NOON

Virginia Department
of Motor Vehicles

WILL BE BACK 
IN FEBRUARY 

Tuesday is$5 Wonderoast e

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Wedne$day i$
when it pay$ to be 60!

SALE DATES: JANUARY 2, 3, 4, 5

Daily Deli lunch & Dinner Specials

Cheap
Chicken Thursday!

8 PIECES OF FRIED CHICKEN

$6.99!

Recapping the 10 biggest stories of 2018
BY CHRISTINA DIMEO
EDITOR

From controversies over logos and 
speeding tickets to dedications of solar 
farms and museums, last year was a 
busy one for Fluvanna County. Here, in 
no particular order, are the 10 biggest 
stories of 2018.

and allies, to use a rainbow-color version 

of the Fluco logo.

Initially the club wanted to offer stick-

ers bearing the rainbow F logo to teach-

ers and staff to display in their rooms as 

a sign of a “safe space” for LGBTQ stu-

dents.

Superintendent Chuck Winkler pre-

sented the club’s request to the School 

Board in an Oct. 10 closed session 

meeting. 

Somehow Rob Schilling, a radio host 

and blogger for the conservative Bearing 

Drift website, ended up with a color 

picture of the formal request letter. On 

Nov. 2, five days before the request was 

made public, Schilling posted a column 

entitled “The culture wars come to 

Fluvanna,” in which he described the 

request and took a stand against it.

People packed a Nov. 7 School Board 

meeting, expressing views both for and 

against the rainbow F. About three-

quarters of the speakers supported the 

request and about one-quarter opposed 

it. Many on both sides protested what 

appeared to be a deliberate leaking of 

student information to a blogger. At the 

meeting, the Alliance Club dropped the 

part of its request that involved giving the 

logo to teachers for classroom display.

Though the School Board had first 

learned of the request a month prior 

to the Nov. 7 meeting, it decided not to 

make a decision that night due to insuf-

ficient legal knowledge.

The School Board conducted a self-in-

vestigation in response to the anger over 

the apparent leaking of the student’s 

letter to Schilling. Chair Perrie Johnson 

stated at a Dec. 19 meeting that the self-

investigation concluded no one on the 

School Board had leaked the letter.

No decision was reached Dec. 19 

either. School Board member Andrew 

Pullen did not attend the meeting and 

did not respond to requests for comment 

as to why. In his absence the board split 

2-2 (Johnson and Shirley Stewart for the 

logo, Charles Rittenhouse and Brenda 

Pace against). The board will discuss the 

rainbow F for a fourth time Jan. 9.

Farm Heritage Museum 
dedicated 

After years of planning, the Farm Heri-

tage Museum at Pleasant Grove celebrat-

ed its dedication Aug. 4.

The Fluvanna Historical Society spear-

headed the effort to construct the barn-

like museum, which will house a collec-

tion of antique farm equipment donated 

by local farmer, John May, and his family.

The museum cost slightly over 

$300,000 to construct. The historical 

society provided $272,000 of that total. 

For years 50 percent of the proceeds 

from Old Farm Day, Fluvanna’s celebra-

tion of its farm heritage, were squirreled 

away for the new museum.

Fluvanna County also contributed fi-

nancially to the project.

The museum’s exhibits should be in 

place by this year’s Old Farm Day on 

May 4.

CVEC launches broadband 
project

Central Virginia Electric Cooperative 
(CVEC) launched an ambitious project to 
provide all its Fluvanna customers with 
an option for broadband in the next five 
years.

Controversy roils over 
rainbow F logo

Fluvanna’s most intense controversy 

of 2018 unleashed over a request from 

students in the high school’s Alliance 

Club, a group for LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bi-

sexual, transgender and queer) students 

File photo of Perrie Johnson, School 
Board chair

File photo of Farm Heritage Museum at 
Pleasant Grove 
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  $39 PER MONTH
FREE 24/7 ACCESS

KEY FOB WITH A 
YEAR CONTRACT.

EXERCISE ON YOUR 
OWN TIME AND 
CONVENIENCE! 

Happy New You!

434589.8700

TRAINING•TANNING•CLASSES•SHOWERS•SAUNAS 
CHILDCARE•SMOOTHIES• WI-FI•LOCKERS•TOWELS

727 Lake Monticello Road
Rt. 618- 1/2 mile east of Effort Baptist Church

www.ormefamilyfitness.com

GYM & SURVEILLANCE FOR CLUB MEMBERS

ACCESS
24/7

Staffed Lobby Hrs
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm

Stop in for a 
Tour Today!

New
Members

Th e Fluvanna Community Singers
Christmas Concert
 Friday, December 7th at 7:30 pm
Saturday, December 8th at 3:00 pm

 2018-2019 Season at Carysbrook Performing Arts Center

Carysbrook Performing Arts Center
8880 James Madison Highway (Hwy 15)
Fork Union,VA 23055

 NO RESERVE SEATS! 
Purchase your tickets online: 

www.Carysbrook.org or call 434-842-1333

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

 TICKETS: •$12 Advance • $15 day of performance • $10 Students/Military/Veterans 
•Family Package Available $5 per person (2 adults & 3 or more children) 

1/4 Horiz
All text copied from full page ad

Th eme: Princess and the Pea
01-03-19 Fluvanna Review

Proof #1

 The Barter Players Present

 A View from a Train: Decoding the Stories and Music 
of the Underground Railroad

The Princess And the Pea
Sunday, January 13, 3:00 PM

 Bandits have come to rob the kingdom.  The only hope lies with Prince Harold, 
who must wed before he can be crowned king.  But Harold is more interested 
in wrestling than girls—even when a beautiful maiden claiming to be Princess 
Marigold appears at the castle.  Determined to stay single, Harold devises a way to 
test Marigold’s qualifi cations using a garden pea and a stack of mattresses.  Can 
Marigold pass the test? Will the kingdom be saved? A fun twist on a classic fairy 
tale. The Players will hold a Workshop for the audience following their production.  
A great way to spend a Sunday Afternoon!!!

  Following up on his past concerts that traced the music of soul, 
gospel, and the civil rights era, Horace Scruggs and his musical 
group return with another “learning and listening” concert to 
uncover the history behind the music of the Underground Railroad.
 
With stories of the courageous leaders in the movement and 
authentic renditions of “signal songs” and “map songs,” this 
illuminating musical program brings to light the struggles, hopes, 
and the path toward salvation of those who took part in one of the 
greatest acts of mass resistance in American history.

 Odyssey of Soul•  Saturday, February 16 at 7:30 pmNext Performance:

allowed the LMPD to issue a policy viola-

tion to drivers who failed to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs.

Under the policy, if a Lake resident’s 
guest or hired contract worker were 
stopped for minor speeding, the so-
called compliance ticket would go to the 
resident, who is “responsible” for anyone 
they let in the gates under the homeown-
ers’ association rules.

The $50 compliance tickets would 
have been paid to the Lake Monticello 
Owners’ Association (LMOA). Offenders 
would have gone before the Lake Com-
pliance Committee if they desired to 
argue their cases.

Director Tom Braithwaite and the board 
said that one factor in their decision was 
the loss of revenue to LMOA, which does 
not benefit from county court fines and 
has to make LMPD officers available for 
court hearings.

But at a June 21 meeting, Board Presi-
dent Richard Barringer said, “It turns out 
we can’t do that.”

“If our private police force uses the 
state system to check for wants and war-
rants for a vehicle stopped, and if a ticket 
is issued, we are obligated to issue…a 
county ticket,” Barringer said in an email.   

Solar farm opens in Troy
Fluvanna now has a solar energy 

center in Troy. The Palmer Solar Center, a 
41-acre field of solar panels, held a dedi-
cation ceremony May 22.

The solar center, along with the 35-acre 
Martin Solar Center in Goochland County 
near Kents Store, will convert light into 
energy for at least the next 25 years. To-
gether, the two solar centers can produce 
10 megawatts of power – enough to meet 
the needs of 1,200 homes a year. It is the 
largest solar project undertaken by an 
electric cooperative in Virginia to date.

The facilities were developed and built 
by Coronal Energy, a Charlottesville-
based solar energy company. Coronal 
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will continue to own and operate the fa-
cilities, and Central Virginia Electric Co-
operative (CVEC) has contracted to buy 
the output from both plants for the next 
25 years.

Debra Roepke, of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, said 
that cooperative solar is surging across 
the country, with co-ops like CVEC pro-
ducing 877 megawatts of solar power 
nationwide with another 800 megawatts 
under consideration. She noted that 
CVEC was one of only 10 cooperatives 
in the country to tackle a 10 megawatt 
project.

A group of about 75 people gathered 
for the ceremony. Gov. Ralph Northam 
gave a speech, saying that investment 
in renewable energy is not only good 
for the environment but is also good for 
business, given that it draws new busi-
nesses to Virginia and creates jobs. 

County Administrator 
Steve Nichols announces 
retirement

County Administrator Steve Nichols 
announced his upcoming retirement at 
the Dec. 19 meeting of the Board of Su-
pervisors. Nichols will retire July 5, after 
serving over seven years as Fluvanna’s 
county administrator.

“I will always look back with pride at 
Fluvanna’s path over the last decade, and 
for my small part in the positive changes 
that have occurred,” Nichols wrote in his 

resignation letter. “I also look forward 
to fewer meetings, more travel, and the 
time to become a more accomplished 
goof off, gopher and golfer in my retire-
ment years.”

Nichols praised Fluvanna County staff 
and recommended that Eric Dahl, deputy 
county administrator and finance direc-
tor, take over as his replacement.

Nichols will turn 65 years old in June.

For a sports recap of 2018, see page 
22, and check out page 10 for memora-
ble stories that inspired us. Last week’s 
edition contained a recap of the most 

notable crimes, court cases and law en-

forcement situations of 2018.
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Forest Glen, Palmyra                          From $50,000
• The Country Is Calling You!
• All Available Lots Are Over An Acre
• Recreation Area and Walking Trails
Mike Himes 434-960-4407
michael.himes@lnf.com

2225 Cartersville Rd, New Canton   $125,000
•  4 Plus Acres
•  Move In Ready
• Split Bedroom Design
Genevieve Reilly 434-414-4453
genevievearlinereilly@gmail.com

5056 Venable Rd, Kents Store           $379,000
•  Victorian Style Home On Two Acres
•  6 Fireplaces
•  Heart Pine Flooring
Christopher Long | 540-750-3261
Chris.Long@longandfoster.com

4 Ponderosa Ln, Lake Monticello     $272,000
• Four Bedrooms
• Second Level Laundry
• Coveted Golf Course Area
Diane & Larry Miller 434-960-5856
DianeMiller@earthlink.net

21 Brassie Ter, Lake Monticello            $389,900
• Water Front
• Five Bedrooms
• Almost an Acre
Gunnels Group 434-960-8987
Maggie@GunnelsGroup.com

38 Riverside Dr, Lake Monticello      $329,900
•  Five Bedrooms
•  Vaulted Master Suite
•  Finished Basement
Jen Sample | 434-989-2487
Jen.Sample@longandfoster.com

43 S Bearwood Dr, Lake Monticello        $479,900
• Waterfront
• Private Master Suite
• Finished Basement
Tom Morace  & Diane Miller  434-962-1625
Morace@sprintmail.com

40 Englewood Dr, Lake Monticello         $265,000
• Over 3,000 Sq Ft Finished
• First Floor Master Suite
• Fenced Yard
Tom Morace  & Diane Miller  434-962-1625
Morace@sprintmail.com

36 Mulligan Court,  Lake Monticello $249,900
• Oversized Lot In Golf Course Area
• Vaulted Master Suite
• Hardwood Flooring
Gunnels Group 434-960-8987
Maggie@GunnelsGroup.com

18 East Point Rd,  Lake Monticello     $187,500
• Move In Ready Ranch
• Updated Kitchen
• Fenced Yard
Gunnels Group 434-960-8987
Maggie@GunnelsGroup.com

NEW PRICE

45 Hardwood Rd, Lake Monticello    $234,999
• New Construction
• Single Level Living
• Garage
Patty Arndt 434-589-7653
Patricia Arndt@LongandFoster.com

NEW PRICE

28 Bolling Circle, Lake Monticello      $194,999
• New Construction
• Waterviews
• Covered Front Porch
Patty Arndt 434-589-7653
Patricia Arndt@LongandFoster.com

NEW PRICE

Ryan E. Schuett
Mortgage Consultant 

Direct: 434-422-7457 Fax: 844-398-2444
Email: Ryan.Schuett@phmloans.com
Website: ryanschuett.phmloans.com
NMLS #1540312

Financing available through Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC


