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ristin Morris is joining the Buckingham County Public School staff as
Assistant Principal of Buckingham County Middle School. A graduate
of Altavista High school, she earned a Bachelors of Science in
Mathematics from Longwood University, a masters degree in

Curriculum and Instruction from American College of Education and a post-gradu-
ate certificate in Educational Leadership from Longwood University.  

Along with teaching at the middle and high school levels at Cumberland County
Public Schools, Morris also taught at Beaumont Correctional Facility and Prince
Edward High School.  Morris said that she was drawn to the Buckingham school sys-
tem because of its camaraderie and community spirit.  “I wanted to become a part
of such a wonderful community and school.  Teaching has always been a passion of
mine but over the years I have felt compelled to expand outside of my classroom.
While taking administrative classes, I realized that I would love to not only be influ-
ential to students but also to the school and community.”

As Assistant Principal, Morris’ duties will include daily supervision, the task of
motivating students and faculty, maintaining school policies and procedures to
ensure a safe learning environment, providing professional development opportuni-
ties, and working cohesively with all stakeholders to provide the most quality edu-
cation available to students. 

This coming school year will take on a different look due to the pandemic.
Morris spoke on that issue. “We will be working as a team with teachers, staff mem-
bers, parents and community members  to follow the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention guidelines, the requirements set by the State of Virginia and the
Superintendent of Virginia Department of Education, to provide students not only

with an equitable and quality education but also a safe learning environment.”
Morris also shared her philosophy on school leadership.  “Effective leaders are

able to establish a shared vision with faculty members, students, and the commu-
nity by building positive and respected relationships.  It is important to remember
that each stakeholder involved in a school system is different, essential, and
requires an understanding of differing viewpoints.”  

Congratulations to Cristin Morris and welcome to Buckingham.
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Buckingham County Middle School:
Cristin Morris Joins Staff as Assistant Principal 

Cristin Morris, new middle school vice principal, is shown preparing for the upcom-
ing school year, with principal, Zane Harshman. Photo by Sue A. Miles

Elsie Towler’s yard contains many plants and flowers that have
personal stories.  This hydrangea, which bloomed pink for a
number of years, was a gift to her late father from his church.

Elsie Towler planted the shrub, moving it around a bit, before 
she resolved that it likes to be in the corner of her home.

Photo by Sue A. MIles

C
By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Dillwyn Pharmacy
“Your Family Independent Pharmacy”

Prescriptions – Sundries

Pharmacist and Owner
Michael T. Towler

Dillwyn, VA 23936
Phone 983-2013

“Where Your Health Is Always More Important To Us Than Your Purchase!!”



Jackie Fairbarns, shown with her favorite plant, purple asparagus, has a large 
number of raised beds on her property.  She fills them with a variety of flowers 

and vegetables, each having a place in her life journey of being a Master Gardener.
Photo by Sue A. Miles

See Gardening  page 4

Good news.
Rates just 
got lower.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX

I’m excited to announce 
auto insurance rates just 
went down. I can help you 
find coverage that works  
for you.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1901155

John Staton Jr, Agent
1026 Main St
Dillwyn, VA  23936
Bus: 434-983-2938   Toll Free: 877-889-8338
www.johnstaton.org
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Repossession?–You Can Keep Your Car!
You need a financial restart to your life!

What do you need to do?

Bankruptcy can give you a financial fresh start
and make your life easier.  You will clean up
your credit history and gradually restore your
ability to access credit.  

We are a debt relief agency.    Additional location in Zion Crossroads.   Handicap accessible.

485 HILLSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 341, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Call the Miller Law Group, PC for a FREE 30 minute consultation.
434-974-9776 • www.millerlawgrouppc.com

We help you live your life.

• Get informed – call our attorney’s office and make a free appointment.
•  Gather your data – know your debts and your assets.
•  Plan your future – put steps in place to restore your credit and live a 

financially successful future. 

MILLER LAW
GROUP, PC

Share Their
Gardening Skills

By Sue A. Miles
Correspondent

Master Gardeners of Buckingham

s COVID-19 keeps people at home, gardening - whether flowers or
vegetables - has gained more popularity. Along with having more
time to work around the home, people are also more aware of the
importance of having home grown food accessible from their own
personal gardens. 

With this renewed interest in gardening, many people are also realizing that
there is more involved than throwing seeds on the ground or sticking a plant in a
hole.  Nothing is more frustrating than investing in seeds and plants and then see-
ing poor, or worse yet, no results.  Simply put, gardening is not rocket science, but
it does require some thought.  Just ask a Master Gardener.

A what? That’s right, a Master Gardener.  There are four such individuals living in
Buckingham County and they are eager to share their knowledge and to provide
service to the county’s citizens.  Keep in mind, the “Master” represents the willing-
ness of Jackie Fairbarns, Kelly Love-Schwarz, Tom Schwarz, and Elsie Towler to have
literally dug deeper into the concept of what it takes to be a successful gardener.  All
are members of the Heart of Virginia Master Gardener organization, whose purpose,
as specially trained volunteer educators, is to provide sound gardening information
to the local community.  

In order to become a certified Master Gardener individuals must complete 50
hours of classroom instruction through the Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) in
subjects such as basic botany; soils and fertilizers; plant propagation; diagnosing
plant damage; pesticide use and safety; trees and shrubs; lawn and turf manage-
ment; pruning; landscape design; water quality; and organic practices. After class-
room instruction has been satisfactorily completed, trainees become Master
Gardener interns. Interns are required to volunteer an additional 50 hours during
their first year before becoming an official VCE Master Gardener. Active Master

A
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 Gardeners must receive an ad-
ditional eight hours of advanced 
training and volunteer at least 20 
hours each year to keep the cer-
tifi cation.  The training is given 
once a year through the VCE.
   But, also, keep in mind that 
people don’t have to go through a 
certifi cation course to be success-
ful gardeners.  If you have the 
will and the drive to let the world 
of gardening into your life or to 
expand what you already know, 
then the information is there.  It 
simply needs to be applied.  
   “As long as I can remember, I 

have been interested in growing 
plants,” said Fairbarns.  “During 
World War II, I was an enthusi-
astic helper in my mother’s Vic-
tory Garden. Growing our own 
food was not undertaken for its 
healthy exercise benefi ts; it was 
a practical necessity.”  Fairbarns, 
like most all Master Gardeners, 
support the cause of planting 
native plants, which are gener-
ally easier to grow and preserve 
biodiversity.  She also is very in-
volved in offering participating 
in service activities and events 
to teach others.  “We participate 
in plant sales, seed distribution, 
and newspaper and radio infor-
mational programs,” she said.  
    Fairbarns noted that good gar-
dening starts with the soil.  “Be-
fore I enrolled in the program I 
had not really given any thought 
to active soil building,” she said.  
“Learning about soil structure, 
texture, components and how 
these affect growing plants has 
guided my gardening ever since.”  
Elise Towler supports that prem-
ise.  “Healthy soil is the basis for 
successful gardening,” she said.  
“Now that I’ve completed the cer-
tifi cation,  I pay a lot of attention 
to the soil.  I add compost and I 
have the soil tested to see what 
other amendments are needed 
and I avoid using chemical pes-
ticides.” 
  Growing up, Kelly Love-
Schwarz’s family had a garden 
every year.  “We always had fresh 
vegetables, wild raspberries, as-
paragus and herbs growing.  I 
have very fond memories of visit-
ing the gardens of Maymont Park 
in Richmond and have always 
dreamed of creating landscapes 
that are beautiful.”  Husband 
Tom shared that his love of gar-
dening developed as a child as he 
enjoyed good tasting food.
   All of these gardeners acknowl-
edge that they’ve made mistakes.  
“I think the biggest mistake new 

gardeners make is trying to do 
too much,” said Towler.  Schwarz 
believes that too often, new 
gardeners throw seeds in the 
ground without researching what 
is being planted. But, he also ac-
knowledges that it can be trial 
and error when gardening.  “If 
the plants die, don’t think of it as 
a failure.  Just think of it as a les-
son on what not to do the next 
time.”  Love-Schwarz noted that 
before she completed the Master 

Gardener course she was killing 
plants.  “I still have my share of 
failures, but it’s not as devastat-
ing as it was before I entered the 
training course.”  Along with test-
ing the soil, Love-Schwarz notes 
the importance of fertilizer.  “I 
use fertilizer.  I don’t skimp on it,” 
she said.  “10-10-10 fertilizer is a 
cheap way to work wonders with 
your ego and plants.” “When you 

 Whether you garden traditionally or use raised beds, there is great satisfaction when it works.  Towler chooses to plant her garden in raised 

beds and makes a point of building up the soil to get the best results.  All photos by Sue A. MIles

 Chives, among other herbs, are easy to grow and play a great role in the kitchen.  

Jackie Fairbarns has a large assortment of herbs in her raised beds.

Gardening from page 3

See Gardening  page 6

All ages & ability levels

434-969-2951
434-390-2671or

Performing Arts
& Awareness

Dance & Music
Lessons

•Adult Belly Dance Class -
Tuesday & Thursday - 

6-7 PM

Individual Music Lessons
by appointment

•Creative Dance -
Wednesday - 3:30-4 PM

•Ballet/Tap - 
Tuesday 4-5 PM

Shawn Bolden, Broker 
www.TriCountyVA.com  

434-983-9965 

Reduced Price!  Only $49,995

4bdrm / 1792 sqft, in-town!


109 ACRE FARM FOR SALE!

3988 Saint Andrews Rd, Dillwyn, VA -

109 Acres, $480k, personal prop available

819 High School Rd, 5 bdrm, 3 bath, 
2216 sqft, heated over-sized garage, 
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Like us
on Facebook

Buy From The Boss
Bill Lewis Moss....

You’re always at Moss Motor
Come by today to Rt. 15. South of Dillwyn and Look Us Over

WE ARE OPEN!

434-983-2073
www.mossmotor.comwww.mossmotor.com

#2810 - 2004 Pontiac Grand Prix GT2

# 2771 - 2017 Toyota Corolla

#2787 - 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan

#2756 - 2011 Chevrolet Impala

#2803 - 2007 Ford Five Hundred 

 $15,950

 $12,950

 $8,950

 $8,950

 $6,950

$6,950

Sporty & Economical - A great 
combination!  Come by 
for a test drive today!

Carry your crowd or stow 
your “stuff”!  Two of 
these great vans to 

choose from!

 This full size sedan is just one 
of the many bargains in our 

Value Center!

Just arrived!  This 7 passenger has
 lots of options!  Get all the details 

online @ mossmotor.com!

Never any high pressure here at 
Moss Motor!  Come see the Boss, 

Bill Lewis Moss!  
--  

Another Value Center bargain!  
Never any Processing Fees or 

additional charges here!

Moss Motor Moss Motor 
Company, Inc.Company, Inc.

#2809 - 2004 GMC Yukon XL

Be a Hero.

Save lives. 
Cover your face to protect 
your loved ones, friends

and community.



6 • BUCKINGHAM BEACON •  July 17-August 13, 2020

WANTED Account Executive
Part Time

OUR GROWING 5-PAPER MEDIA COMPANY IS SEEKING 
AN ADVERTISING SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
for the Sco� sville Monthly and Buckingham Beacon.

The ideal candidate:
• must be good with people, hard-working and customer-service oriented.
• should be able to mul� -task and organize work fl ow, build rapports 
   with  local businesses and help the team meet weekly sales goal numbers.
• needs to be comfortable with telephone and wri� en sales eff orts as 
   well as with face-to-face presenta� ons.

You will be talking with poten� al adver� sing customers in Sco� sville and 
Buckingham and beyond, planning ad campaigns and establishing budgets, 
helping design basic layouts and cross-selling into all of our publica� ons.

This is a part-� me posi� on with very high commissions, and is perfect for 
anyone wan� ng to earn extra income in a 10-12 hour per week sales capacity.  
If this fi ts your skill set, please forward your resume to:
Judi Price, Adver� sing Director
Judi.valleypublishing@gmail.com

are first starting you don’t need expen-
sive specialty food.  Just go with what
won’t break the bank and give yourself
some confidence.”

Fairbarns made a point to encourage
new gardeners to attend a few Master
Gardener sponsored education presenta-
tions.”  She also stressed the importance
of making connections with other gar-
deners in the area. “Reach out to other
gardeners to get practical advice and
information,” she said.  But, it always
comes back to the soil test.  “Every gar-
den begins with dirt and a soil test will
give information to make wise decisions
about applying lime and fertilizer,” said
Fairbarns.

That soil test can be given through a
Virginia Cooperative Extension Office.
The test report will provide soil structure
information as well as PH, and available
levels of phosphorus, potassium and
seven. “After you get the kit, you take
samples of soil from several locations,
mix them all together and then mail it to
Virginia Tech,” said Fairbarns.  “Once the
results come in, gardeners will have a bet-
ter understanding of their soil.  The
Extension Office will also review the
results and advise gardeners.”

Along with fresh food and the beauty of flowers there are a variety of other ben-
efits to gardening. And, with COVID still doing its best to control our lives, garden-
ing can actually take on a new purpose.“I enjoy the exercise gardening requires,”
says Towler.  “In the summer I take pleasure in knowing that some of my meals
come completely from my garden.  I also enjoy teaching my grandchildren about
gardening, and sharing with family and friends.  It’s also my creative outlet.”
Fairbarns also shared her thoughts about the joys of gardening.  “Gardening gets me

out of the house in a socially acceptable way and
I don’t have to wear a mask. I enjoy it and ben-
efit from the really fresh food grown and har-
vested by my own hands.”

All of the Master Gardeners agreed that no
matter how long someone is involved in garden-
ing, there is always something more to learn.
“Don’t feel bad if you don’t do it right,” said
Schwarz.  “That’s one of the advantages of hav-
ing Master Gardeners in the area.  People get the
benefit of listening to others’ failures, so they
potentially don’t make the same mistakes them-
selves.”  

Perhaps Love-Schwarz said it best when giv-
ing advice to new gardeners who are seeking
advice.  “Don’t wait.  There is no time better
than the present.  Ask neighbors what they are
growing and what is doing well for them.  I love
to eat fresh fruits and vegetables directly from
the garden.  I enjoy the beauty of my gardens.
Something is usually always blooming.  And,
yes, I have lots of weeds, rocks and clay soil, just
like everyone else has in Buckingham.  I am tak-
ing what I have and making the best of it.”

If you are already gardening, then good for
you.  If you’ve always considered gardening but
have not taken that first step, then know that
there’s help available.  Sometimes it’s simply
asking a neighbor or relative who’s already gar-
dening.  Other times it's doing basic research

and following through. And, then there’s the Virginia Cooperative Extension Office
and the resources of the county’s Master Gardeners.

If you’re interested in learning more about the Master Gardener program go
to https://mastergardener.ext.vt.edu/college or contact Amber Anderson at the
Cumberland Extension Office,  804-492-4390.  Contact the Buckingham
Extension Office to obtain a soil test kit or go to https://www.soiltest.vt.edu.

Gardening from page 4

Tom Schwarz and his wife, Kelly Love-Schwarz, are shown standing on one
part of their property.  Tom, who prefers edible plants, discusses the orchard

with Kelly.  “I like to grow plants that have a purpose,” said Schwarz.
Photo by Sue A. Miles

Prayer Group for Buckingham Police and Officials
Buckingham County

Board of Supervisors,
elected officials, staff 

and members of the law 
enforcement recently

joined with pastors of area 
churches to be part of a

prayer group in front of the
Courthouse. Organized by

area churches, the 
participants prayed

together, heard the word of
God, and took a short walk

through the court house 
village. The theme of 

the gathering was 
“When We Pray, 

Taking it to the Streets.” 

Photo by Sue A. Miles.
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For classified advertising: Edee Povol 
edee@fluvannareview.com or Phone:(434) 207-0221

HOPE IS EXTENDED UNTIL FUR-
THER NOTICE: Caution> Do not relax
your guard ! COVID-19  still surrounds us.
Continue to observe the CDC guidelines
for your safety and those around you.
Wear face coverings, wash hands fre-
quently and observe social distancing.
While staying apart, we have come
together in our ongoing effort to contain
the spread of this virus.  

NOW ENROLLING! The Light
Academy is now enrolling for preschool to
12 grade and offering on campus instruc-
tion 5 days a week. Visit our website
www.thelightacademy.com or contact
Joyce Parr (434) 806-2903 for more infor-
mation on our school.  

FOR SALE

TWO CEMETERY PLOTS: Family
owned. Monticello Memory Gardens,
Terrace C, with beautiful views of the Blue
Ridge Mountains ( Rte 53, C’Ville). Valued
at $5000 per plot. Asking $4500 per plot.
Includes Right of Interment and Perpetual
Care. Email: sdtmorgan68@gmail.com or
phone: (434) 806-4146

DRIVEWAY STONE: Slate: 10 -Ton
Crush Run @ $200., 10 -Ton #57 @ $230.
Other stone/rock also available.  Pricing
includes local delivery and *Tailgate
spread. Call (434) 420-2002. 

CEMETERY SITES: Holly Memorial
Gardens and Monticello Memory
Gardens. Significant savings! Call (434)
295-1750. 

BOOKS make great gifts. Give Linda
Salisbury's ‘Bailey Fish Adventure’ series
for kids, and humor for grown-ups. Can be
found at many local gift outlets, online
(plus Kindle and Nook), or from tabby-
house@gmail.com, (540-895-9093), or
www.lindasalisburyauthor.com.

HELP WANTED

CARPENTER: Looking for a good car-
penter’s helper. Must have driver’s license,
own transportation/vehicle, and some
basic tools. Pay based on experience. Call
(434) 842-1136, please leave message
with your phone number for call back.
Thank you. 

THE LIGHT ACADEMY is seeking
applicants for academic teaching posi-
tions. Applications can be found on our
website www.thelightacademy.com.

Contact Joyce Parr (434) 806-2903 for
more information on our school. 

PROPERTY/CONSTRUCTION MAN-
AGER: 50/50 onsite and office. Nonprofit
organization - working with low income
clients. Candidate should be  detail orient-
ed, have strong communication skills , and
be proficient   in Excel/Word. Employee
with truck and trade experience a plus.
Salary and mileage. Email cover letter and
resume with salary requirements to: khy-
land@louisa.org. 

CARING FOR CREATURES: located
at 352 Sanctuary Lane, Palmyra, VA,
Animal Care openings. Seeking reliable,
hard-working candidates with their own
transportation. Must be 18 years of age,
enjoy dogs/cats. Tasks: Feeding/cleaning
animal areas. 35-40 hrs/wk, one weekend
day required. Need fewer hours? Just cat
cleaning tasks: 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Call
434-842-2404 to schedule interview. 

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM COTTAGE: Available
in August,  $1000.00 monthly rent. Water,
Electric  & Sewage included. 12 miles
from Pantops. One mile from Beaver Dam
Church. In Fluvanna County. Please call
(434) 962-5101 or (434) 979-4222. 

KENTS STORE ARC COMMUNITY
CENTER: Affordable facility available to

rent for receptions, anniversaries, baby or
bridal showers, birthday parties or any
event where you need some extra space
for a group gathering. Table & chairs
included in rental fee. If interested in more
information, please email Barbara:
bab1122@sbcglobal.net 

MONTICELLO PROPERTIES: Long
and Foster office at 3661 Lake Monticello
Road, Palmyra, VA 22963. For current
Housing Rentals:  Call Genevieve (434)
589-7653 office or email: monticelloprop-
ertiesmgt@gmail.com. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Licensed Agent in Virginia

SERVICES: 

FULL SERVICE SELF STORAGE:
Fluvanna Self Storage on Lake Monticello
Rd., (Rte 618, Burns Plaza) offers 2 con-
venient locations with both Climate
Controlled and Regular month-to-month
rentals (24/7 availability), also locks, mov-
ing supplies, U-Haul Trucks, and ON-SITE
manager. Call (434) 589-2222, email:
manager@storeFSS.com , or visit:
storeFSS.com, today!  

PAINTING, INTERIOR AND EXTERI-
OR: Also tin roofs, fences, decks stained,
gutter cleaning and power washing. 40
years experience. Call (434) 962-6484 or
(434) 296-3146. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON HEALTH DIS-
TRICT: offering COVID-19 testing infor-
mation. Viral tests (swab) only. Tests are
limited and for ages 6 + up. All services by
appointment only. Find your local health
department’s clinic schedule at TJHD.org
or call (434) 972-6261 for information. 

ATTENTION VETERANS & DEPEND-
ENTS: Do you know your Veterans
Benefits? We do! Virginia Department of
Veterans Services, https://www.dvs.vir-
ginia.gov. or (434) 295-2782. Need Help?
Call 1(800) 827-1000, M-F from 8 a.m. to
9 p.m. for Veterans Affairs Benefits and
Services. 

LAND TESTING: Have your land ready
to sell. I will do perk test, well permits, fea-
sibility studies, and will provide all legal
documented paper work for you. Call 434-
249-0298.

WANTED

ANTIQUE CROCKERY: Wanted to buy
Antique Stoneware crocks and jugs. Also
old Oak Splint baskets. Call (434) 983-
2847. 

OLD COINS: I BUY OLD COINS.
(434) 466-7968

WANTED

 YOUR PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

 Herbert E. Maxey, Jr.
Attorney at Law

 Herbert E. Maxey Jr.
42 years experience

email: herbert@hemaxey.com
website: www.herbertmaxey.com

P.O. Box 257, Buckingham, VA

• Automobile • Truck • Wrongful Death
• Medical Malpractice • Motorcycle • Nursing Home

 A FREE Initial Consultation 
For All Accidents 
Causing Personal

Injury Or Wrongful Death
 No Attorney Fee Unless Recovery

SERVING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

TOLL FREE 1-800-248-1950

17021 Oak St., Dillwyn, VA 23936

Personal Attention 
& Professional Service

P: 434-983-1911

CHERYL M. MARTIN
Certified Public Accountant

cmmcpacm@gmail.com

CRIST STOLTZFUS
THE HANDYMAN

Trim Carpentry, Demolition, Remodeling,
 Decks, Painting, Screening Repair for

Doors and Windows, and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL
434-603-7233

3968 Buckingham Springs Road • Dillwyn

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

EVENT

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED RENTALS

SERVICES

SPECIAL NOTICES

Directory of Businesses
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Centra Southside Pediatrics
offers endocrinology services

Centra Southside Pediatrics offers endocrinology services as part 
of its medical care for children under the age of 18. 

Luis Siliezar, MD, pediatric endocrinologist, completed medical school at 
the University of El Salvador and residency training in pediatrics in Nassau 
University Medical Center, after which he served a fellowship in pediatric 
endocrinology. Dr. Siliezar performed his pediatric endocrinology training at 
NYU Winthrop Hospital.

Centra Southside Pediatrics is open Monday – Friday from 8 am to 5 pm.

To schedule 
an appointment, call

434.315.5377

OUR PEDIATRIC ENDOCRINOLOGIST

Luis Siliezar, MD

SERVICES/PROCEDURES
Disorders of carbohydrate metabolism, such as diabetes mellitus, impaired 
glucose tolerance, and hypoglycemia

Growth and puberty problems, including short stature, precocious, or 
delayed puberty

Underactive or overactive thyroid gland

Pituitary deficiencies or excessive function

Adrenal disorders such as premature adrenarche, congenital defects of 
steroidogenesis, or excess (Cushing syndrome, low-renin hypertension)

Congenital or acquired gonadal dysfunction

Obesity

Disorders of calcium metabolism, including vitamin D deficiency, low or 
high calcium level

CentraSouthside.com  |  935 S. Main Street  |  Farmville
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